
Ipsos MRBI

antibiotics

WHETHER prescribed antibiotics in the past 12 months
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39%
TOTAL

44%
WOMEN

33%
MEN

medical card/ GP
VISIT CARD holder 46%

ALL OTHERS 33%

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

39% 
have CONSUMED an antibiotic 

in the past12 months

1% 
have CONSUMED an antibiotic in the past
12 months but were not prescribed one

DURING THE TIME
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

WHETHER CONSUMed antibiotics in the past 12 months

understanding of antibiotics

A course of antibiotics should 
always be completed

If taken too often or when you don’t need 
them, antibiotics might not work in the future

I am happy to trust my GP’s advice as 
to whether I need antibiotics or not

Once you start to feel better, you should 
stop taking the antibiotic

When I get a cold, I will take antibiotics 
to help me get better more quickly

97%

90% 91%

92% 94%

85% 87%

83% 78%

I am happy to trust my pharmacist’s advice 
as to whether I need antibiotics or not 76%

Resistance to antibiotics is a 
problem in hospitals

Antibiotics work on most coughs and colds

Antibiotics can kill bacteria

Antibiotics can kill viruses

78%

71% 70%

67% 66%

68% 74%

51% 54%

All adults 15+ Those who have taken antibiotics 
in the past 12 months

95%

% Disagree with the statement 

% Agree with the statement 

% Disagree with the statement 

% Agree with the statement 

% indicates the proportion of adults with a correct understanding

Data are taken from the Healthy Ireland Survey 2017. The Healthy Ireland Survey is an interviewer-administered survey with interviews conducted on a face-to-face 
basis  with individuals aged 15 and over. The 2017 wave of this survey involved 7,487 interviews with �eldwork conducted between September 2016 and May 2017.


