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Time Session
8.30 Registration & Tea/Coffee

Chair – Early Morning Session– Mr Rob Doyle, Head of Division – AMR, Medicines, Welfare and Live Ruminant 
Trade Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM)

9.15 Opening (to include Housekeeping)
9.20 Dr Tony Holohan – Chief Medical Officer 

Dr Martin Blake – Chief Veterinary Officer 
9.35 Overview -  Dr Vida Hamilton, National Clinical Advisor & Group Lead for Acute Operations, HSE 
9.50 Key Note 1:  Mr David Tisdall, Head of Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, University of Surrey

Title: 
‘Prescriptions for change: Achieving responsible medicines use in farm animal veterinary practice’

10.35 Tea/Coffee served in Foyer
11.05 Parallel Sessions

HEALTH

Wicklow Hall 2

ENVIRONMENT

Wicklow Meeting Room 2

AGRICULTURE

Wicklow Meeting Room 1
Dr Fidelma Fitzpatrick, Senior 

Lecturer and Consultant 
Microbiologist RCSI (Chair)

Dr Nola Leonard, Senior Lecturer, 
School of Veterinary Medicine UCD 

(Chair)

Ms Caroline Garvan, Superintending 
Veterinary Inspector, Antimicrobial 
Resistance Division, DAFM (Chair) 

Presentation 1  
Dr Nuala O’Connor, GP / Ms. Roisin 

Breen, Quality Improvement 
Facilitator, HSE

Title: 
‘Out of Hours  GP Project: 

Reducing inappropriate prescribing 
by 50%’

Presentation 1  
Dr Fiona Walsh, Lecturer, 

Department of Biology, Maynooth 
University

Title: 
‘Antibiotics and resistant bacteria 

leaving wastewater treatment 
plants’

Presentation 1  
Dr Bernadette Earley, 

Principal Research Officer, 
Teagasc

Title: 
‘Antibiotic consumption study in Irish 
beef and dairy calves up to 6 months 

of age’
Presentation 2  

Dr Rob Cunney, Consultant 
Microbiologist, Temple Street 
Children’s Hospital and HSE  

Health Protection Surveillance 
Centre

Title: 
‘Go with the flo! Optimising 

antibiotic prescribing in hospital 
practice’

Presentation 2  
Dr Dearbháile Morris, Lecturer in 
Bacteriology, School of Medicine, 

NUI Galway

Title: 
‘Antibiotic Resistance and the 

Environment - what we know and 
what we need to know!’ 

Presentation 2  
Dr William Fitzgerald, Veterinary 

Research Officer, Dept of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine & Regional 
Veterinary Laboratory Limerick

Title: 
 ‘Multi-Drug resistant Escherichia coli 

on an Irish suckler farm’
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Parallel Sessions (continued)

Ms Bernadette O’Reilly 
Patient Representative 

Dr Kaye Burgess 
Senior Research Officer, 

Food Safety Department, 
Teagasc Food Research Centre

Dr Edgar Manzanilla 
Head of Pig Development, 

Teagasc

Mr Rory Breathnach 
Clinical Director of UCD Veterinary 
Hospital and Associate Professor in 

Small Animal Medicine

Dr Aisling O’Connor 
Scientific Officer, Office of Evidence 

and Assessment, EPA

Mr Conor Geraghty MVB 
Veterinary Ireland, Geraghty & Neary 

Veterinary and Director XL Vets

Ms Nuala Scanlon 
Antimicrobial Pharmacist, 

Mater Misericordiae University 
Hospital

Dr Joanne O’Gorman, 
Consultant Virologist, 

National Virus Reference Laboratory, 
UCD

Dr Karen Burns 
Consultant Microbiologist, 
Beaumont Hospital/ HSE 

Health Protection Surveillance Centre
Mr Ajay Oza, 

Surveillance Scientist, HSE 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre

Dr Lisa O’Connor   
Chief Specialist in Food Science, FSAI

Ms  Margaret Keane MVB 
Dairy Farmer

Ms Mary McKenna 
IPC Nurse Lead, 

National AMRIC Team
12.05 Chair – Late Morning Session – Prof Martin Cormican, National Clinical Lead for HCAIs / AMR, HSE

Health Introduction – Prof Martin Cormican
12.15 Key Note 2: Prof Dilip Nathwani OBE, Consultant Physician and Honorary Professor of Infection, University of 

Dundee & Director, Academic Health Sciences Partnership, Tayside

Title:  
‘Human Antimicrobial Stewardship: Preserving Current and Future Antimicrobials’

Afternoon Events
1.00 Lunch served in Foyer

Chair – Afternoon Session – Ms Rosarie Lynch, Head of Patient Safety Surveillance, DOH
2.00 Key Note 3: Prof Pete Lunn, Behavioural Economist, Economic & Social Research Institute 

Title:  
 “Is there a role for behavioural science in tackling AMR?”

2.45 Simon Harris T.D. – Minister for Health

Michael Creed T.D. – Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
3.00 Plenary Panel Discussion (Chair Ms Rosarie Lynch DOH)

Dr Tony Holohan – Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Martin Blake – Chief Veterinary Officer 

Health: Prof. Martin Cormican / Dr Nuala O’Connor, ICGP AMR Lead 
Environment: Dr Matt Crowe, Director of Office of Evidence and Assessment, EPA 

Agriculture: Mr Rob Doyle, DAFM 
 Prof Pete Lunn, ESRI

3.45 Finish
4.00 Side event – Liberating Structures Interactive Workshop – “Engaging everyone to find innovative solutions to AMR”

Dr Rob Cunney/Ms Juanita Guidera – HSE Quality Improvement Division, Lead Staff Engagement 



Biographies of Keynote Speakers

Speakers and Panelists’ biographies will be available 
at the websites listed below.

Websites
https://health.gov.ie/national-patient-safety-office/patient-safety-surveillance/antimicrobial-resistance-amr-2/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/amr/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/healthwellbeing/our-priority-programmes/hcai/
http://epa.ie/

David Tisdall  
is Senior Teaching Fellow in Production 
Animal Medicine and Head of 
Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Science at the University of Surrey 
School of Veterinary Medicine.  He 
graduated from University Bristol, 
School of Veterinary Sciences in 2006 
and has 10 years’ experience of farm 
animal practice in North Somerset and 
Gloucestershire. 
As clinical lead of Langford 
Farm Animal Practice he led 
transformational change towards more 
responsible antimicrobial use of farms, 
achieving more than a 90% reduction 
in the use of critically important 
antimicrobials, alongside improving 
herd health.
Alongside veterinary education, he 
has a particular clinical interest in the 
management of production diseases 
in dairy cattle and motivating change 
towards more responsible and 
sustainable use of medicines in farm 
animals.

Professor Dilip Nathwani   
is Consultant in Infectious Diseases 
and Honorary Professor of Infection 
at the University of Dundee.  He is 
Chairman of the Scottish Antimicrobial 
Prescribing Group; Chair of the 
European Study on Antibiotic Policies 
and President of the British Society of 
Antimicrobial Chemotherapy.
He is also co-Director of Tayside 
Academic Health Sciences Partnership 
with interest in education and quality 
improvement, National Speciality 
Adviser for Infectious Diseases to 
the Scottish Government Health 
Department and Programme 
Director of the Global Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Massive on-line course 
[MOOC]. 
Professor Nathwani has authored more 
than 225 peer-reviewed publications 
and contributed extensively to national 
and international infection guidelines.
His research interests include 
developing and promoting best 
infection practice guidelines, 
antimicrobial stewardship, medical 
education, quality improvement in 
infection management, clinical and 
health economic outcomes in relation 
to new antibiotics, particularly those 
related to the treatment of serious and 
resistant pathogens such as MRSA and 
C.difficle.

Professor Pete Lunn   
is a behavioural economist and head 
of the Behavioural Research Unit (BRU) 
at the Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) in Dublin.  His primary 
research interest is economic decision-
making. 
Pete devised and built the BRU, which 
undertakes behavioural research for 
government departments and state 
agencies in Ireland, and internationally 
for the European Commission and 
the OECD.  The Unit specialises in 
designing and undertaking laboratory 
and field experiments to test how 
people’s decisions are affected by the 
environment that surrounds them.  
A published author and former BBC 
journalist, Pete also has a strong 
interest in public communication of 
science and evidence.
His work includes a regular radio slot 
on behavioural science for NewsTalk 
106-108, a book for general readers 
on behavioural economics, and an 
international report for the OECD 
entitled “Regulatory Policy and 
Behavioural Economics”.
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# iNAP
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