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UNSD/Esri Research Exercise

• Irish Central Statistics Office (CSO), Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) and 

Esri Ireland - participating in the UNSD/Esri Research Exercise.

• Commenced in May 2017 with a goal to develop and deploy a new 

approach for 

• Monitoring the UN SDGs using GIS

• “Geospatial potential of statistical data.” 



SDG Platform

• Indicators Data Hub http://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/

• 86% UN Indicators (211 of 244)

• 100+ Spatial datasets (NUTS 3, county and census local area geography).

• The information contained on this portal will inform Ireland’s progress against each

Goal.

• Launched in November 2017 (Re-designed July 2019)

• Built to host UN, EU and National SDG Indicator values

http://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/


No. of Indicators sourced = 200

No. of 
Indicators
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SDG Indicators Data Hub

Ireland's public platform for exploring, 

downloading and combining publicly 

available data 

UN, European Union (EU) & National 
SDGs.

Portal will inform Ireland’s progress 

against each Goal

http://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/


Data hub  – SDG Platform http://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/
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Story Maps

open with policy commentary provided by the relevant Department, Agency or 

Office

contain supporting information and relevant interactive maps



Story Maps



Story Maps



Governance  
1. Established a OSi/CSO/Esri Ireland data governance team - weekly meetings.

2. In addition, the CSO established a national UN SDG Indicators Data Governance Board (UNSDG
DGB) consisting of various stakeholders from Government Departments and Agencies, - quarterly
meetings

 The UNSDG DGB has responsibility for:

• business glossaries, lifecycle management, and data quality.

3. There is also a UN SDG Civil Service Senior Officials Group, chaired by the
DCCAE, which both the CSO and OSi are members.

• This group is charged with developing the official reports on Ireland progress toward the SDG Goals.

• Subsets of this group have official responsibility for the policy aspects of individual Goals.

• All the story maps on the Ireland’s SDG portal are presented to this group for feedback prior to
release, most especially if there is a policy aspect to a narrative.



Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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Regional SDGs Ireland 2017
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New Developments

Ireland’s Institute for SDGs (IIS)

• Follow the UNECE Road Map

• IIS website a central portal for all 
Government Depts

• Co-ordinate all National SDGs

• GSBPM

CSO Statbank (Database)

• Automatic update SDGs from CSO 
Statbank

• Geospatial variable on Statbank

• Maps automatically updated



Automation of Geohive (SDG Website) with Statbank

• CSO Statbank -

• SDG folder

• upload directly to SDG Geohive (Website)

• R –code to scrape data

• Upload CSO sources automatically –

• Data updated in SDG Folder as CSO publishes it



SDGs Publications
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• 1) Proximity analysis – Nearest Distance to Services

• CSO in collaboration with OSi

• Publish date: end 2019



New insights – Proximity analysis
Shortest path distance to nearest Maternity Hospital

Catchment Areas of Maternity Hospitals



Current Developments
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• IAEG-SDG and Co-Chair of WGGI Working Group on Geospatial Information

• DCCAE setting up three SDG sub-groups & has requested CSO to chair them:
 Data, 
 Communication and
 Strategy for SDG champions (non-government agencies)  

• IISDG virtual institute  
• Ireland’s Institute for SDGs (IISDG)
• Central portal for all SDGs

• EPA SDG Projects - Steering Groups

• UNESCO - IT Tralee – Sports/Fitness SDGs

• UN SDG Gender Publication 
• -- Based on previous CSO Publication ‘Men & Women in Ireland’



Thank you

Any Questions?


