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used in construction.  Such material is exempt from any royalties or similar payment structure under 

the Minerals Act.16 

The way aggregates are produced and consumed have wide ranging negative effects in terms of 

carbon emissions from extraction, processing and transport. Similarly, there are detrimental effects 

on water quality through runoff of sediment, on biodiversity and the natural landscape.  Lastly, local 

communities can suffer from noise, dust and particulate matter and through increased number of 

heavy trucks damaging roads and causing slow traffic.  The environmental and societal costs of this 

industry are externalised with the industry bearing little responsibility for extracting a natural 

resource in Ireland. 

  

13. Do you broadly agree with the policy areas listed for future development in the draft 

Strategy? If not, which areas would you remove/add to the list?  

We agree that the department, working with the various stakeholders, must develop 

sectoral roadmaps that will be supported by policy development in repair and reuse, 

textiles, circular business model and design, agriculture and C&D waste. We suggest that in 

the development of the sectoral roadmaps that the consumer goods category be split up 

into different roadmaps focussing on textiles, plastics, packaging, electronics and electronic 

waste, fast moving consumer goods and food. 
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 Note: the rate is based on the £2.00 rate applied in N. Ireland and GB.  There the aggregates levy was 

adopted in 2002. 
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