Turasoireachta agus Spoirt

» . An Roinn lompair

Marine Notice No. 55 of 2011

Notice to all Ship Owners, Ship Managers, Drilling Rig or FSU / FPSO Operators,
Recognised Organisations, Fishing Vessel Owners, Agents, Shipmasters, Skippers, Fishermen and Seafarers.

Anti-Fouling Systems (AFS) Convention —
Ratification by Ireland

Further to Marine Notice No. 51 of 2008, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport
hereby gives notice that the International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-
Fouling Systems on Ships, known as the AFS Convention, will enter into force for Irish-
flagged ships on the 20" January 2012. This follows the deposit of the Instrument of
Accession by Ireland with the International Maritime Organization on 20" October 2011.

Prior to the 20" January 2012, all Irish-flagged ships of 400 gross tonnage, and over, are
required to hold an Anti-Fouling Certificate, issued under Regulation (EC) No 782/2003 of
the European Parliament and of the Council. The entry into force of the AFS Convention
means that any Irish-flagged ship which holds such a Certificate must replace it with an
International Certificate, issued under the AFS Convention. Such ships should contact the
Irish maritime administration or their relevant Recognised Organization in this regard.

The AFS Convention applies to: -
a) all ships (of whatever type) of 400 gross tonnage and over;
b) all ships, including fishing vessels, of 24 metres or greater in length, but less than
400 gross tonnage;
c) all other vessels of whatever size.

The ships of group a) above must have an International Anti-Fouling System Certificate on
board after 20" January 2012. The ships in group b) must carry a “Declaration of
Compliance with the EU Regulation or with the AFS Convention”.

In both cases, it is required that vessels have a Record of Anti-Fouling System and that the
owner/operator keeps evidence of compliance with the AFS Convention with respect to the
anti-fouling coatings used, and with respect to sealer coatings, if used, to cover old non-
compliant anti-fouling coatings. Further details of the requirements are set out in the Sea
Pollution (Control of Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships) Regulations 2008 [S.I. No. 82 of
2008]. Ireland has transposed the requirements of the AFS Convention by means of these
regulations.

In relation to all other vessels, attention is drawn to information contained in the above-
mentioned Marine Notice No. 51 of 2008.

The purpose of the AFS Convention, which entered into force on 17" September 2008, is to
eliminate adverse effects on the marine environment and on human health caused by anti-
fouling systems, that is, paints or coatings applied to the hulls of vessels to prevent living
organisms from attaching to them.
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http://www.dttas.ie/index.aspx
/viewitem.asp?id=13388&lang=ENG&loc=2256

Director General,

Maritime Safety Directorate,

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport,
Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, Ireland.

23/11/2011

For any technical assistance in relation to this Marine Notice, please contact:
The Marine Survey Office, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, tel: +353-(0)1-678 3400.
For general enquiries, please contact the Maritime Safety Policy Division, tel: +353-(0)1-678 3418.
Written enquiries concerning Marine Notices should be addressed to:
Maritime Safety Directorate, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, Ireland.
email: marinenotices@dlttas.ie or visit us at: www.dttas.ie
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