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Why Park & Ride?

Project Ireland 2040: 
National Planning 
Framework

EMRA Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy



• Full Time resources progressing sites

• Development of Park & Ride Strategy and 
Implementation Plan

• Fast Track progression of key Sites for NTA, Local 
Authorities and Irish Rail for GDA and Regional Cities.

• Framework for progressing Strategic Park and Ride 
Sites as follows:

 Corridor Study and Site Selection Stage
 Strategy Report
 Feasibility Stage
 Planning Stage

Role of Park & Ride Development Office



P&R Strategy 

Vision Statement and Objectives

To support sustainable regional, urban, and rural development through enhancing

connectivity to high quality, accessible, low emission, and sustainable transport;

empowering modal shift; and increasing the catchment areas of existing and

future public transport by delivering a network of appropriate Park and Ride

facilities.

Objectives

1. To maximise the opportunities provided by on-going investment in public transport infrastructure and services, 
particularly in relation to the commencement in service of new public transport projects.

2. To provide the appropriate type and scale of Park and Ride at the right locations, with connectivity to the road and 
public transport networks and design that supports integration with the surrounding walking and cycling network.

3. Reduce reliance on the private car, reduce distances travelled by car and ensure Park and Ride facilitates greater 
use of sustainable modes. 

4. Deliver an enhanced customer experience through safe, secure and user friendly facilities that considers 
opportunities for interchange and address barriers to public transport use.

5. To set the standard for the design and layout of P&R sites.



Understanding the 3 Categories of Park and Ride 

Type Strategic Park and Ride Local Mobility Hubs Local Park and Ride

Function To facilitate the modal shift of long distance car trips to 

public transport, at an early opportunity. 

To serve a wide hinterland of a strategic corridor to an 

urban centre

To serve urban and suburban areas. They seek to expand 

the local catchment of public transport services by 

catering for access to stops / stations for a range of 

mobility options

To provide the opportunity to interchange between the 

car and public transport modes as well as between 

sustainable transport modes.

To provide parking facilities at transport nodes such as 

railway stations and bus stations serving smaller towns 

and villages on the regional public transport network

Key 

Characteristics

Located on an interchange between the National Roads 

Network and high quality high capacity public transport.

Include car parking, high quality bicycle parking, walking 

and cycling links to good quality walking and cycling 

networks and dedicated car club and car sharing 

facilities.

Small in scale.  Local park and ride should also tie into the 

local walking and cycling networks.

Things to avoid Should not encourage people who would otherwise 

access public transport locally, to drive further to access 

a site, thus adding to congestion.

Existing users of the public transport should not be 

unduly affected by increased patronage associated with 

park and ride usage.

While mobility hubs include car parking, the site should 

not be dominated by it.

Should not encourage people who would otherwise 

access public transport locally, to drive further to access 

a site, thus adding to congestion.

Should not become destination parking for the town or 

village.



Understanding Demand – GDA Example

Screen line demand

Overall demand for travel

Select Links Analysis

Detailed origin destination analysis 

Understanding the catchment characteristics

Understand the scale of catchment with poor access to PT which should be 

a target catchment of P&R. 

Public Transport Accessibility Levels

Understand who has good access to quality PT



M4 Screenline and Select Link Example:



GDA Population by distance to closest PT stop
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Public Transport Accessibility Level (PTAL):
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• Irish Rail Car Park Strategy 

developed in collaboration with NTA 

completed in August 2020.

• The strategy report identified 24 

stations for car park expansion 

schemes. 

• The NTA has approved funding to 

progress an initial 12 stations

Irish Rail Car Parking Strategy – Initial Implementation

Station Existing Spaces Proposed Additional Spaces 
(approximate)

Portlaoise* 98 55

Carrick-on-Shannon 31 150

Millstreet 35 80

Ballybrophy* 25 90

Bray 112 72

Portmarnock 283 150

Hazelhatch & Celbridge** 250 130

Leixlip Louisa Bridge** 312 225

Kildare 281 19

Edgeworthstown 67 60

Farranfore 18 100

Carlow 148 290

Total potential additional spaces (approximate) 1421



• Complete corridor studies for GDA corridors

• Publish Park and Ride Strategy for GDA as part of consultation on Draft GDA Transport Strategy

• Apply methodology to other regional cities  - Limerick, Galway, Cork, Waterford

• Continue to develop Irish Rail car park expansion

• Progress “Quick Win” locations

• Progress strategic locations in parallel with major public transport investment projects

Next steps:


