NO., 8 OF 1993

! NOTICE TO OWNERS, OPERATORS, BUILDERS, MASTERS, OFFICERS, RATINGS AND

SHYPBUILDERS OF PASSENGER SHIPS OF CLASSES YIII TO VI.

RE: EMERGENCY INFORMATION FOR PASSENCERS ON PASSENGER SHIPS OF
CLASSES IIXI, IV, V, AND VI :

This Notice should be read in conjunction with Marine Notice No. 7 of

1993.

Introduction

The Merchant Shipping (Emergency Information for Passengers)
Rules, 1992 (S.I. No. 3%2 of 1992) came into force on 14 December,
1992, Marine Notice No. 7 of 1993 draws'attention to legislation

'Cdeallng ‘with the emergency information whlch must be provxded for

passengers -and applicable to passenger shlps of: Classes I, II, and
TI(A). . It. also gives guidance on “how’ to comply thh the' kS

Zgleglslathn Aithough some of the recommendatlons were also

eonsidered to be appropriate for certaln shaps of Classes III to -
Vi-a need 'was. 1dent1f1ed for recommendatxons more relevant to '
smaller ships of these Classes . The purpcse of thls Notlce,f
therefore, is to fill this need for the smaller shlps of these

latter Classes.



The content of passenger emergency instructions, notices and
announcements will depend on the size and type of ship concerned.
For example, a Class III or IV ship which can carxy 1000
passengers will need more information displayed and broadcast than
a small Class VI ship carrying 20 passengers, “'It may be found
that, in the case of the former, the guldance glven in Marine
Notice No. 7 of 1993 is applicable in full whereas, in the case
of the latter, a few words from the person in charge and a simple

notice will suffice.

Statutory requirements

Statutory requirements relating to the provision of emergency

informaticn for passengeru on shlps of Classes TII to Vi are as

follows:

Regulation 2 of the Merchant Shipping {Emergency Information
for Passengers) Rules, 1392 (S.I. No. 392 of 1992} requires
that ships of Classes III to VI carrying more than 20
passengers be provided with a public address system., 1In
ships of Classes IV to VI carrying not more than 50
passengers in which the passengers have access to only one .
passengers compartment or space a portable loud hailer may be
carried in lieu of providing a public address system.

Rules 4(9) and 4(10) of the Merchant Shipping (Muster and
Training) Rules 1990 (S.I. No. 85 of 1990) reguire that on
all ships of Class III, {(a) clear instructions to be followed
in the event of an emergency be provided for every person on
_,board -and-(b) jnstruotions on muster stations,'esseﬁtial
-actions to be taken in .an emeroency, and ‘the method of  [':'_
' donnlng a llfejacket be consplcuously dlsplayed at muster._ :

:ﬂ statlons and other passenger spaces

Rule 6(3),of_thg_merchaﬁﬁ.shipping_(Mﬁster and Training) -
. Rules, 1990 (S.I. No. 85 Of 1990) requires that on all ships
.0f Class III where a muster of the.péssengefs is_not=held on
departure,'the attention of the passengers be_&rawn to -the
'emergency instructions requlred b} Ruie 4{9} and-é {JG)_: 

”'referreﬁ to above



.1,

1.

Regulation 3{2} of the Merchant Shipping (Emergency
Information for Pa ssengers) Rules, 1992 recuires that on
ships of Classes IV to VI passengers shall be given
emergency information at the commencement of each vovage and
that emergency instructions notices be displayed in each

passenger compartment.

Regulation 4 of the Merchant Shipping (Emergency Information
for Passengers) Rules, 1992 requires that on ships of
Classes III to VI, other than open or partially decked ships
of Classes V to VI, all doors used for exits to open decks

and all emergency escapes be clearly marked to indicate

their purpose.

Public Addregs System
When a public address system or portable loud hailer is
provided such means should be used to inform the passengers

of the action they should take in the event of an emergency

which could lead to the ship being abandoned. This

information, detailed in section 4, should be given either
prior teo or immediately on leaving the berth., An example of
such an announcement is given at Annex 2 to this Notice. In
the case of ships of Classes IV, V and VI which operate a
watefbus cr regulaf ferry service of short duration where
compliance with Rule 3(2) of the Merchant Shipping
{Erergency Information for Pagssengers) Rules, 1992 would
result in very frequent broadcasting of the safety message,
or where passengers are regular users of the-sexvice, other
arrangements Wlll be considered by the Department For

Qexample, drawxng dttention on the. publzc address sysfem or - by
:other means to safety notlces dlsplayed on the back of seats;
'where all the passengerc are seated or to safety notlces'

'wldely dlsplayed 1n the passenger spaces where passengers are

'_'not seated

' The loudspeakers in the public address gsystem must be so

located that broadcasts w1ll be auvdible in all public spaces,

jlnCEudlng open decks to which passengers have access.




A public address system should be capable of being powered
from the main source of electrical power and from an
alternative source of electrical power situated in a location

remote from the main sourcs.

Where a public address system or loud hailer is not provided
the emergency information should be given by portable loud

hailer.

Marking of exits and emergency escapes
All doors leading from passenger spaces to open decks and all

emergency escapes must be clearly marked with a sign using
the word "EXIT" or the words "EMERGENCY ESCAPE DOOR/WINDOW"
as appropriate. These signs should be legible at all times
by means of the main or artificial lighting. In ro/ro
passenger ships of Classes III to VI the signs should be

legible under supplementary lighting conditions.

Where possible the sign should be located over the door,
window or escape. Where a door is not readily visible from
within the space it serves a further sign should be provided
to indicate the direction in which the door lies. Signs
should not be on doors except in cases where a door is never
in the open position when the ship is in service. Signs
should be composed of white or light coloured letters on a
green background and on ships not provided with supplenentary
emergency lighting the signs should be made of a

photeoluminescent material.

Pagsenger emergency 1nscruct10ns notices

Such notices are required to. be dlsplayed in each passengex

'compartment The number to be dlsplayed wxll depend on the _

layout of the compartments and Lhe serv1ce the shlp is

engaged in (see paragraph 3.1). On some serv1ces ‘it may also

be appropriate to provide notices in termlnals.or waltlng
roomg. The information provided in a notice should include

1, the method to be used to 1nform passengers that an

emergency has occurred;
2. the action they will be regquired to take;



6.2

how to use the life-saving equipment; and
how to don & Jll@qukCt whare 31£6Jackets are Cdrxleﬁ

o {

-

Lifetacket donning_information may be given separately and on
ships with a small érew'donning information should be
provided in the form of posters located at the lifejacket
stowage positionsu Where lifejackets are stowed beneath the

seats donning information should be prov1ded on the backs of

‘_the seats.

An example of a passenger emergency instructions notice is

given in Annex 1 to this Notice.

Passenger emergency instruoctions annocuncement

The announcement required to be made at the commencement of

each voyage should contain as a minimuom

1. the method to be used to inform passengers that an

emergency has occurred;
the type of life-saving appliances on board;
action to take in event of an emergency;

how to use the life-saving appliances.

Announcements should be made in a clear and simple manner
bearing in mind that in some services a significant number of
foreign tourists may be carried on occasions. Announcements
should be brief, compatible with getting aéro s sufficient
1n£ormat10n to assist all ooncerned in the event of an
emergency leading to abandonmeﬂt Announcements_should be

prefaced by a special 51gnal followed by,@_requeétﬂfor

‘everyone's attention. It should be ensured that no other

. announcement or music is allowed to be broadcast while the -

passenger emergency instructions_announcemént is_being_made;-

An exampJe of such an annoucement 1s g:ven 1n Annex 2 Lo thlb

-Natxce.

General : B :
Operators of ships of Classes III to VI should conﬁlﬁer each'

" 0f their Shlps individually and determine whether the
iguldance in this Notlce or Marine Notlce No 7 of ?993 is



appropriate. They should also determine what information
i

should be displayed and announced (see sections 5 and 6}.
Guidance on this matter should be sought from a Department of
the Marine Surveyor when a ship is being surveyed for the

issue of its passenger certificate.

In the case of passenger ships of Classes III to VI the
number of crew members is often small and it is important

that this point is taken into account by operators of these

ships when emergency procedures are being considered. In
some cases this may involve participation of some of the able
bodied passengers under the diredtion of the crew members,
particularly at the abandon ship stage. The need for crew

members to be 1cadzly recognisable in an emergency 1&

Cimportant and con81éeratlon should be given to the provision

of some distinguishing clothing, headwear, distinctive
marking on lifejackets, loose co%ers wofn ovaf clothing or
lifejackets, armbands etc. Operators should also keep in
mind the problems associated with disco and party cruises
where an excessive conSumption of alcohol‘may affect the
ability of some of the passengers to help themsgelves in the

event of a serious emergency occurring.

In-water suppori eguipment, i.e. lifekbuove, liferafts and
buoyant apparatus, should be conspicuous and care.taken that
the primary function of buoyant appafatus ig clearly
apparent, i.e. that its use as lifesaving eguipment is as
apparent as or more apparent than its use as seating. W%Where

lifejackets are carried, lifejacket lockers should be

conspicucusly marked.

Fionan O Mulrcheartangh

Rinai,

Department of the Marine,

Dublin_z,

téth March, 1893,



| ANNEX 1

EXAMPLE

CEMERGENCY INSTRUCTIONS FOR PASSENGERS

Please Read and Take Careful Note of the Contents of This Notice

In the event of an emergency you will be informed over the public
address system*/by means of a signal on the ship's whistle*/by

sounding of the alarm bells*/by the person in charge*. The signal

on the whistle and/or the alarm bells will be :-—

Seven or more shorf blasts followed by one prolonged blast

T E6CE 6D

Remain calm and follow instructions.

In the event of the ship having to be abandoned leave the
compartment in which you are located using the nearest accessible

exit which .is clearly marked. ' Enter the water.

When ln the water hold one of fhe grabllnes on 2 11febuoy/buoyant'  W
apparatus* Each 1;febuoy can support two persons and each

buoyant can support [ - 1**_persons,

* “As appropriate

ks Insert appropriate number



ANNEX 2

EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE OF EMERGENCY INSTRUCTION BROADCAST

1. Special Signal

2. Ladies and Gentlemen, please listen very carefully tc the

following safety announcement.

“3. In the event of an emergency you will be informed by means of an
announcement*/a signal consisting of seven or more short blasts
followed by one prolonged blast on the ship's whistle and/or alarm

bells*/by a crew member*

4, The vessel is equipped with buoyant apparatus and lifebuoys which

can be manually launched or will float~free in the event of the

vessel sinking.

In the event of an emergency requiring evacuation vou will be

[
.

1nstructed to proceed to the nearest a006551ble exxt and to enter;

- the water _ All exits are clearly mar<ed
b, 'When in the water take hold of one of the grabllnes on a llfebuoy .
’or buoyant apparatus Each llfebuoy will support two persons and
each buoyant apparatus I   3*.

7. . Thank you for your attention,

*  As appropriate.



