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The Power Preservers
• Members – Kian, Lee, Corngau, Dante and Tommy

• Grown from the roots of Green Schools and 

recommendations from Engineer:

1). Our Principal changed the light bulbs to Energy 

Efficient Lighting

2). Green Schools focused on recycling

3). The Power Preservers took on the job of increasing 

our schools energy efficiency and increasing awareness 

of climate change.



School Background
 St Paul’s CBS aka “The Brunner” – an inner city DEIS 

school

3 Buildings of Brunner

 Suffered from spiraling energy costs – our principal 

calls them ‘Ready Brek Buildings’

 Teachers and students contributed by not switching off 

computers and lights. 

 Power Preservers tasked with finding an innovative and 

cost effective way to reduce our schools energy 

consumption. 





Research 
 We analysed the school electricity and gas bills to see 

how much energy we actually used. 

 We were shocked at the amount of energy consumed 

and how much it cost. 

 We knew we were restricted by the buildings our school 

was in but felt that we had to do something about this 

problem.
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Steps to Change
 The engineers report gave recommendations in relation to possible energy saving changes the school needed to make in order to reduce energy consumption. 

 SEAI One Good Idea Competition asks students to 
think of innovative ways to create awareness on saving 
energy, tackling climate change and inspire lifestyle 
changes in the people around them. 

 The Power Preservers worked towards reducing the 
schools energy consumption. 

 They analysed school utility bills and documented 
usage. 

 They designed two creative visual features 

 . 



Taking Action 

 Invented lock blocker to remind teachers/students to turn off 
lights and computers

 Light bulb reminders to make students and teachers stop 
and think about their carbon footprint. 

 Held focus groups to check student knowledge on climate 
change.

 Arranged a school wide Earth Hour to improve awareness 
on the issues of energy consumption and climate change. 

 Devised a survey to check for an improvement in awareness 
on the issues above. 
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CAN YOU NAME 
THREE FOSSIL 

FUELS?

TOO MUCH 
CO2 IN THE 

ATMOSPHERE 
CAUSES WHAT 

EFFECT?

CAN YOU LIST 
THREE 

DIFFERENT 
WAYS WE CAN 
HELP COMBAT 

THE 
GREENHOUSE 

EFFECT?

WHAT EFFECT 
WILL GLOBAL 

WARMING 
HAVE ON OUR 

CLIMATE?

CAN YOU NAME 
A 

GREENHOUSE 
GAS?

WHERE WOULD 
YOU FIND A 

CFL AND WHY 
IS IT GOOD TO 

USE IT?

CAN YOU NAME 
THREE 

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY 

SOURCES?

DO YOU FEEL 
THAT YOU 

KNOW MORE 
ABOUT THE 
CAUSES OF 

CLIMATE 
CHANGES 

AFTER OUR 
EARTH HOUR 

EVENT?

HAVE THE 
LIGHTBULB 
REMINDERS 
AND LOCK 

BLOCKERS IN 
CLASSROOMS 

AND ON 
DOORS 

AROUND THE 
SCHOOL MADE 
A DIFFERENCE 
TO HOW YOU 

SAVE ENERGY?

IN GENERAL, 
ARE YOU 

MORE 
CONSCIOUS 
ABOUT THE 
AMOUNT OF 

ENERGY THAT 
YOU USE AND 
NOW TRY TO 

REDUCE YOUR 
CARBON 

FOOTPRINT?

Energy Survey Questions

Yes No



Brunner & Beyond
 We expanded our project to include the St. Paul’s Primary School. 

 Our Earth Hour event has helped to create a greater awareness 
within the school and into the wider community. 

 Twitter has helped us to further spread our message. 

 We are the Power Preservers we have achieved our mission’s 
goal of increasing our schools energy efficiency and raising 
awareness of climate change. 

 This is only the beginning – we choose action, we choose life.

 This year the TY Development Education Class have decided to 
tackle the issue of transport as their SEAI One Good Idea theme.




