


 

 

Natural Environment Division Comments 

 

NED welcome that our comments have been taken on board and consideration of 

transboundary issues for the natural environment / heritage has been given throughout 

the SEA and NIS.  

 

 

NED note that the Draft Policy Statement for Geothermal Energy for a circular Economy 

is limited to within Ireland and welcome the acknowledgement and consideration of 

transboundary environmental effects within the SEA.  We note that geographical 

locations have not been identified at this stage and welcome that AA on lower tier plans 

and sectoral plans will consider transboundary issues in more detail.  Consultation 

should be undertaken with the relevant NI authorities as appropriate once geographical 

context has been identified and where there is potential for transboundary effects 

including those outside of European sites e.g. cross boundary priority habitats.   NED are 

of the opinion that there should be a solid commitment within the SEA report and the 

Natura Impact Assessment to consult with the relevant authorities in NI at project level 

should transboundary effects be identified or likely.    

 

We welcome the proposed monitoring and mitigation.  Any guidance developed should 

consider transboundary issues and could benefit from engagement with relevant NI 

authorities and stakeholders. 

 

We welcome that Appropriate Assessment has been carried out and that the NIS has 

considered NI European Sites.  We however note that further Appropriate assessment 

may be required at project level and advise early engagement with the re levant bodies in 

NI should there be any potential transboundary effects on NI European sites.  

 

Please note following the decision of the United Kingdom to leave the European Union, 

the collective term of “Natura 2000” sites the network of European protected sites are 

now known as “National Site Network” sites within the United Kingdom, and is including 

Northern Ireland. 

 

Water Management Unit Comments 

 

 

Water Management Unit welcomes the recognition of the issue of water management 

and the potential impacts for both water quality and water resource that could result on 

implementation of the policy and that these have been identified and considered within 

the report. Water Management Unit consider these could have the potential to be 

transboundary impacts  

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT DIVISION COMMENTS RE: SEA ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
OF IRELAND'S POLICY STATEMENT ON GEOTHERMAL ENERGY  
 
DfC Historic Environment Division (HED) operate via a Service Level Agreement with 
colleagues in DAERA in relation to SEA, whereby, we provide authoritative comment and 
advice in relation to matters of Cultural Heritage including archaeological and architectural 
heritage. We make the following comments in respect of the documentation received by our 
office on 04/01/2022. 
 
HED welcomes that the Environmental Report includes an assessment of the impacts of the 
Policy Statement on Geothermal Energy on cultural heritage, and that our scoping consultation 
comments have been acknowledged. As previously advised, a large number of heritage assets 
predate the border itself and some, such as bridges and mill races traverse it.  The potential for 
impacts on transboundary cultural heritage, including the inter-relationships of sites, buildings 
and places and their settings and the understanding and the experience of them, should 
therefore also be taken into account in the assessment. 
 
HED acknowledges that the scope of the Policy Statement will not geographically specify where 
measures will be applied. As acknowledged in Table 8.1 however, the potential for negative 
impacts on cultural heritage, will be dependent on location. The proposed mitigation measures 
as outlined in Table 8.3.1 are therefore welcomed to ensure that the policy is accompanied by a 
suite of guidance, codes of practice and subordinate legislation so that environmental impacts, 
including those on transboundary cultural heritage, are appropriately considered and managed. 
 
Table 8.3.4 sets out the regulatory thresholds for different types of geothermal installations, 
based on the scale of energy production. As acknowledged in the discussion, smaller domestic 
scale installations will not be subject to a regulatory regime, and while small individual proposals 
may not in themselves present a significant environmental effect, multiple geothermal 
developments of varying scales along the border region, may give rise to cumulative negative 
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