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Conor Murphy Patrick O'Donovan

Minister of State
Aire Stdit

Minister for Finance
Aire Airgeadais

Office of Public Works
Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli

Department of Finance
An Roinn Airgeadais

Welcome to Person Presence Perception, the latest in the series of joint
exhibitions organised by the Department of Finance (DoF) and the
Office of Public Works (OPW). For over 20 years, the organisations
have worked in partnership to produce annual exhibitions which tour
extensively throughout the island of Ireland, drawing on collections
they each manage. These two collections are mainly on display in
public buildings, and the purpose of collaborating on the annual
exhibition is to share them with a wider public audience.

The focus of this year’s exhibition is people - the many ways they
are represented in artworks and the responses elicited by the
viewer. The 41 pieces by 40 artists reflect humanity and how people
are portrayed throughout the collections, using a variety of media
including paintings, photographs, prints and sculpture. Each piece
spotlights the vision of the artist whilst celebrating individuality

and the people that make up everyday life now and in times past.

We thank the artists for sharing their creativity and the venues for
sharing their space, as without this there would be no exhibition.

It is with great pleasure that we, as Ministers for the two collaborating
Departments, invite you to enjoy this exhibition.

Fdilte go Duine Ldithreacht Braistint [Person Presence Perception], an ceann

is déanai i sraith taispedntas atd eagraithe ag an Roinn Airgeadais (DoF) agus
Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli (OPW). Le breis agus 20 bliain anuas, td obair d
déanamh ag na heagraiochtai i gcomhphdirt chun taispedntais bhliantila

a dhéanamh a théann ar camchuairt ar fud na hEireann, ag usdid na
mbailitichdn a bhainistionn siad. Bionn an dd bhailitichdn seo ar taispedint i
bhfoirgnimh phoibli de ghndth, agus déantar an comhoibriil ar an taispedntas
bliantil seo chun iad a roinnt le pobal nios leithne.

Td taispedntas na bliana seo dirithe ar dhaoine - na bealaf a léiritear iad i
saothair ealaine agus na freagrai a bhionn ag an bhreathndir. Léirionn na
41 piosa 6 40 ealaiontdir{ an cine daonna agus an déigh a gcuirtear daoine
in il sna bailitichdin, ag baint usdid as medin éagstila, pictiiir, grianghraif,
priontai agus dealbha san direamh. Dirionn gach piosa aird ar fhis an
ealaiontora agus ceilitirann siad indibhiditlacht agus na daoine atd sa
ghndthshaol sa ld atd inniu ann agus san am atd thart.

Gabhann muid buiochas leis na healaiontdiri as a gcruthaiocht a roinnt agus
leis na hionaid as a spds a roinnt, gan seo ni bheadh taispedntas ann dar
nddigh.

Is mor an pléisitir duinn, mar Airi sa dd Roinn atd pdirteach, cuireadh
a thabhairt daoibh le sult a bhaint as an taispedntas seo.



NTRODUCTIO

Detail: Abbot of St Fionan’s Monastery by Charles Harper




PERSON

A HUMAN BEING REGARDED AS AN INDIVIDUAL

PRESENCE

THE STATE OR FACT OF BEING PRESENT

PERCEPTION

THE WAY IN WHICH SOMETHING IS REGARDED,
UNDERSTOOD OR INTERPRETED

(EXTRACTS - OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY)

The theme of this exhibition focuses on people. The depiction of
people and how they are perceived is an important element in art.
The challenge lies in the human brain having enormous knowledge
about the world and an ability to make fine distinctions about other
humans from things like appearance, position and expression.

In social psychology, this is called person perception.

Person perception refers to the many processes that we use to form
impressions of other people. It includes not just how we form these
impressions, but the conclusions we make about others based on
our impressions. As individuals, we make these kinds of judgements
every day.

Perception in art deals with a complex relationship between the
visual image and our personal understanding of it. How artworks
are understood is a very similar process to person perception. It is a
subjective process that can be affected by a number of variables
and in many ways remains fluid. Our perceptions may change in

a heartbeat.

The influencing factors include the characteristics of the persons
depicted and the context, as well as our own personal traits and
experiences. Our view is also conditioned by external factors such
as political, social and cultural outlooks. These affect how we see art
and what meanings we attribute to it. The views of both an artist and
an observer contribute to the understanding of art.

Perception affects the meaning we attribute to art and often such
understandings change over the course of time dependent on the
prevalent social musings at play. Art can express the fickleness
of perception.

You may look at the artwork featured on the cover, Wednesday's Child
by Alana Barton, and feel inspired by the brightly coloured theme or
conversely it may invoke feelings of sadness and disappointment in
harmony with the child, an underwhelming celebration or a FOMO,
fear of missing out, as was the artist’s intention.

People tend to form impressions very quickly and sometimes with
minimal information basing first impressions on social norms.

We also focus on the most obvious points rather than noting
background information. Artists can utilise this thinking. An example
of this is A Change of Season by Carol Graham, which forces the
viewer to take in the splendour of the background before the eye

is drawn to the central figure.

The more novel or obvious a factor is, the more likely we are to focus
on it. Untitled by Mdnika Bogyds and the use of beading draws our
eye to its novelty, before the etching or string work is noticed.

A shortcut the mind uses in person perception is social
categorisation. In this process, we mentally categorise what we see
into different groups based on common characteristics. While in
everyday life, this allows us to navigate situations quickly it also runs
the risk of leading to errors, stereotyping or even prejudice. These
are boundaries some artists seek to push. The presence of a person
or persons in an artwork can be indicated by a few brushstrokes such
as in Owner by Alex de Roeck. This is in contrast with using many
thousands of strokes to represent a human at a level of detail as seen
in Still by Samantha Ellis Fox. This is also dependent on the medium,
which will have its unique limitations as to what is possible.

On a fundamental level, we are drawn to images that contain people.
These give us a window into someone else’s life and an opportunity
to escape. A chance to step into someone else’s world, if only for

a moment.

Each artwork selected for the exhibition portrays human beings
in a variety of ways. The artworks represent the artists’ vision of
a diverse range of people and creates a portfolio of humanity, its
presence and perceptions.

We invite you to be present, enjoy each piece and challenge your own
person perceptions.

Louise Clarke
Art Manager, DoF






DUINE

DUINE DAONNA A N-AMHARCTAR AIR MAR DHUINE AONAIR

LAITHREACHT

AN STAID NO AN FHIRIC GO BHFUIL DUINE ANN

BRAISTINT

AN DOIGH A N-AMHARCTAR AR, A DTUIGTEAR
NO A LEIRMHINITEAR RUD EIGIN

(SLEACHTA — OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY)

Is ar dhaoine atd téama an taispedntais seo dirithe. Gné thdbhachtach den
ealain is ea an déigh a léiritear né a n-amharctar ar dhaoine. Is é an dushldn
atd ann nd go bhfuil eolas ollmhor ar an domhan ag inchinn an duine agus
cumas chun difriochtai caolchiliseacha a dhéanamh faoi dhaoine eile 6 thaobh
cuma, seasaimh agus dreacha de. Sa tsiceolaiocht shéisialta, tugtar braistint
daoine air seo.

Tagraionn braistint daoine do na prdisis a tusdideann muid le teacht ar
thuairimi ar dhaoine eile. Cuimsionn st ni hamhdin an déigh a gcruthaionn
muid na tuairimi seo, ach na conclilidi a dhéanann muid faoi dhaoine eile
bunaithe ar dr dtuairimi. Mar dhaoine aonair, déanann muid breithiunais

mar seo gach ld.

Baineann braistint san ealain le gaol casta idir an amharc-iomhd agus dr
dtuiscint phearsanta uirthi. Td an déigh a dtuigtear saothair ealaine iontach
costlil le braistint daoine. Is proiseas suibiachtuil € ar féidir le roinnt athrég
dul i bhfeidhm air agus ar go leor bealai bionn sé go fdill corrach. Is féidir lendr
mbraistinti athril i bhfaiteadh na sul.

I measc na dtosca tionchair td tréithe na ndaoine a léiritear agus an
comhthéacs, chomh maith lendr dtréithe agus dr n-eispéiris phearsanta féin.
Bionn tionchar ag tosca seachtracha ar dr dtuairim fosta, ar nds dearcthai
polaititla, séisialta agus cultiirtha. Téann siad seo i bhfeidhm ar an déigh a
bhfeiceann muid ealain agus ar na cialla a leagann muid uirthi. Cuireann
dearcadh an ealaiontéra agus an bhreathnora araon le tuiscint ar an ealain.

Téann braistint i bhfeidhm ar an chiall a leagann muid ar ealain, agus is minic
a thagann athri ar na tuiscinti seo le himeacht ama ag brath ar na smaointe
sdisialta coitianta. Is féidir le healain luaineacht na braistinte a léiriu.

B’fhéidir go n-amharcfd ar an saothar ealaine ar an chlidach, Wednesday’s
Child le Alana Barton, agus go mbeifed spreagtha leis an téama geal daite né
os a choinne sin go mbeadh bron no diomd ort agus ti ag teacht leis an phdiste,
ceilitiradh leamh né FOMO, eagla go gcaillfidh tii rud éigin, mar a bhi an
t-ealaiontdir ag iarraidh.

Bionn nés ag daoine teacht ar thuairim{ iontach gasta, gan mordn eolais
corruair, ag bunil an chéad imprisean ar ghndsanna séisialta. Dirionn muid
ar na rudat is follasai fosta in dit a bheith ag cur eolas cillra san direamh.
Is féidir le healaiontéiri isdid a bhaint as an smaoineamh seo. Sampla de

seo nd A Change of Season le Carol Graham, a chuireann iallach ar an
bhreathnoir bredthacht an chiilra a thabhairt faoi deara sula dtarraingionn an
phriomhphearsa an aird.

Dd mhéad atd gné nua no follasach, is ea is mo seans go ndireoidh muid uirthi.
Tarraingionn Untitled le Monika Bogyos, agus usdid na coirnineachta dr

n-aird ar a nuacht, sula dtugtar an eitsedil né an obair sreangdn faoi deara.

Is bealach gasta é rangu sdisialta a usdideann an inchinn i mbraistint daoine.
Sa phrdiseas seo, déanann muid an méid a fheiceann muid a rangii i ngripai
difritila bunaithe ar shaintréithe coitianta. Sa ghndthshaol, ligeann sé seo
duinn déiledil le cirsai go gasta, ach bionn an baol ann fosta go ndéanfar
meancdga, steiréitiopdil no fili réamhchlaonadh dd bharr. Is iad seo na
teorainneacha atd roinnt ealaiontdiri ag iarraidh a shdru. Is féidir a léirit go
bhfuil duine nd daoine i saothar ealaine le cipla striocadh scuaibe, mar atd
in Owner le Alex de Roeck. Td codarsnacht idir seo agus na milte striocadh

a usdid chun duine a léirit ag leibhéal mionsonrai mar atd le feicedil in

Still le Samantha Ellis Fox. Braitheann sé seo ar an mhedn fosta, agus beidh
teorainneacha ar leith aige sin ar an méid is féidir a dhéanamh.

Ag leibheal buniisach, tarraingitear dr n-aird ar iomhdnna ina bhfuil daoine.
Tugann siad seo léargas dilinn ar shaol duine eile agus deis éalaithe. Seans le til
féin a chur i saol duine eile, cé nach bhfuil ann ach bomaite.

Léirionn gach saothar ealaine atd roghnaithe don taispedntas daoine daonna
ar bhealai éagsiila. Léirionn na saothair ealaine fis na n-ealaiontdiri ar réimse
ilchinedlach daoine agus cruthaitear portf6ilié den chine daonna, a ldithreacht
agus braistinti.

Cuireann muid fdilte romhat a bheith ann, sult a bhaint as gach piosa agus
do bhraistint{ féin ar dhaoine a cheistitl.

Louise Clarke
Bainisteoir Ealaine, RA



Christopher Banahan
Lizzie in Interior

Oil on board | Ola ar chldr
30 x92cm | 2002 | OPW



Alana Barton
Wednesday's Child

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
100 x 80 cm | 2021 | DoF



Modnika Bogyos
Untitled

Etching, beads & string | Eitsedil, coirnini & sreangdn
11 | 22.5x16.5¢cm | 2016 | OPW



Becks Butler
Loopies Field

Giclée print | Prionta Giclée
3/10 | 100 x 66 cm | 2019 | OPW



Celie Byrne
Portrait of the Painter

Oil on linen | Ola ar linéadach
40 x 40 cm | 2019 | DoF




Joanne Clerkin
Nurture

Screenprint on paper | Scagphrionta ar phdipéar
1/7 | 102 x72.cm | 2021 | OPW
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Joanne Betty Conlon
Tea and Cake

Digital drawing | Liniocht dhigiteach
110 | 21x21cm | 2019 | DoF

Joanne Betty Conlon
The Washing Up

Digital drawing | Liniocht dhigiteach
110 | 21x21cm | 2019 | DoF



John Cooney
Furtive

Watercolour on board | Uiscedhath ar chldr
59 x 48 cm | 2016 | DoF



Laura Cronin
Akram Khan

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
32x32cm | 2020 | DoF




Vivienne Dick
Lydia (Super 8 still from Guerillére Talks, 1978)
Giclée print | Prionta Giclée
2/9 | 56 x 79 cm | 2020 | OPW




Amanda Doran
Beast Mode

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
51x 40.5cm | 2019 | OPW



Samantha Ellis Fox
Still

Coloured pencil on paper | Pionsail dathaddireachta ar phdipéar
26 x 22 cm | 2020 | DoF
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Philip Flanagan
FE McWilliam, Sculptor

Bronze | Cré-umha
54 x 21 x23cm | 1997 | DoF



Owen de Forge
Inside Outside

Acrylic and oil on board | Aicrileach agus ola ar chldr
82 x72cm | 2020 | DoF



Carol Graham
Change of Season

Mixed media on canvas | Medin mheasctha ar chanbhds
79 x 105 cm | 2022 | DoF



Ciaran Harper
Living
Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
93 x73cm | 2017 | DoF



Charles Harper
Abbot of St Fionan’s Monastery

Watercolour on paper | Uiscedhath ar phdipéar
55 x 50 cm | 2020 | OPW



Anthony Haughey
Study in Blue

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
40 x 40 cm | 2019 | DoF




Beverley Healy
Doreen, My Mother

Tempera on gesso panel | Teampara ar phainéal gesso
26 x 26 cm | 2019 | DoF



Jessica Hollywood
Gimme Good Water

Screenprint | Scagphrionta
4/6 | 69 x 69 cm | 2019 | DoF



Stephen Johnston
Jennifer

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
70 x 70 cm | 2016 | DoF



Merve Jones
Pilgrim

Linocut | Liondilghearradh
1/3 | 37 x37cm | 2018 | DoF



Vanessa Jones
Twins (self portrait)

Oil on linen | Ola ar linéadach
100 x 70 cm | 2021 | OPW



Garry Loughlin
Evdokia

Giclée print | Prionta Giclée
2/10 | 48 x 33 cm | 2019 | OPW



Maitiu Mac Carthaigh
Aduanta
Créograph | Créograph
11 | 60x60cm | 2021 | OPW



Connor Maguire
Sail Away

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
90 x 90 cm | 2019 | DoF



Alice Maher
The Paragon

Charcoal and chalk on paper | Gualach agus cailc ar phdipéar
122 x 107 cm | 2016 | OPW



Paddy McCabe
Queen Medb

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
61.5 x 62 cm | 2021 | OPW



Kim Montgomery
Christmas Eve

Acrylic on wood | Aicrileach ar adhmad
21x29.7cm | 2020 | DoF



Kevin Mooney
Head

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
95x85cm | 2014 | OPW



Daniel Nelis
Figure with artificial flowers

Oil on panel | Ola ar phainéal
21x21cm | 2020 | DoF



Eva O’'Donovan
Cearbhall

Oil on tapestry | Ola ar thaipéis
100 x 74 cm | 2019 | OPW



Nuala O’Sullivan
Madonna

Oil on canvas | Ola ar chanbhds
30 x 25cm | 2018 | OPW



Tolu Ogunware
A Bid to Ascend

C-type print | Prionta C-chinedlach
2/15 | 54 x 67.5¢cm | 2021 | OPW



David Quinn
Black Dress

Oil on board | Ola ar chldr
69 x 69 cm | 2005 | OPW



Alex de Roeck

Owner

Ink on paper | Diich ar phdipéar
29.5x 21cm | 2016 | OPW



Vera Ryklova
Untitled #1003, from Optimal Distance series
Giclée print | Prionta Giclée
1/7 | 48 x 48 cm | 2021 | OPW



Daibhidh Stiubhard
The Unharvestable Sea 4

Photograph | Grianghraf
1/1 | 70 x 100 cm | 2017 | DoF




Eva Anna Szanto-Nadudvari
| Still Want It

Charcoal & watercolour on paper | Gualach agus uiscedhath ar phdipéar
76 x 56 cm | 2021 | OPW



Sile Walsh

Strong women and the sea: Grace

Acrylics on cotton | Aicriligh ar chadds
80 x 80 cm | 2020 | DoF
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Detail: Owner by Alex de Roeck
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