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Ministerial Foreword

, T.D.
Minister for Justice



An Garda Síochána 

A full list of all Garda stations 
nationwide together with 
their contact details is located 
at https://www.garda.ie/en/
contact-us/station-directory 

Reporting a missing person

Missing person investigation

are unknown and the circumstances of the disappearance 
presents a risk of harm to the missing person or any other 
person.

reflective of the circumstances of the



Missing Persons Unit 

Missing person investigation with an 
international dimension

Schengen Information System 

Child Rescue Ireland Alert

The Garda Missing Person Unit 
can be contacted at  

missing_persons@garda.ie,  
or 01-6669476

unidentified remains. 



The mission of the National Missing Persons Helpline 
is to provide practical and emotional support for  
families and friends of missing persons via a team of 
trained volunteers. 

National Missing 
Persons Helpline: 
1800 442 552

The Helpline is a non-profit

confidential 24/7 service called



Forensic Science Ireland 

National DNA database

How to give a DNA sample

What happens to your DNA?

An easy way to get a sample 
of your DNA is to use a 

swab to collect cells from 
the inside of your mouth

FSI has been based in Garda 
Headquarters in the Phoenix Park in 
Dublin, however our new 
fit-for-purpose building on the 
scientific campus at Backweston in 
Celbridge, Co. Kildare was 
completed this year. The new facility 
is due to be officially opened in the 
New Year and work is ongoing to 
transition operations from the 
Phoenx Park to Backweston.



FSI cooperation with An Garda 
Síochána and other organisations

New technologies used in body 

You can submit 
DNA samples 
to FSI through 
An Garda 
Síochána for 
uploading 
to the DNA 
database



 remains 
in IrelandFor further information  

please visit the website: 

Coroner Service 



Forensic pathologists are qualified

Post mortem examination (PME) 

agency, which provides independent expert advice on 
matters relating to forensic pathology and performs 
post mortem examinations for criminal, suspicious or 
unusual deaths. In addition, forensic pathologists deal 
with cases of skeletonised and/or concealed remains, 
which may require the additional expertise of a forensic 
anthropologist or forensic archaeologist. A post mortem 

examination 
is the medical 
examination of a 
body after death

primary aims of the Office of the

identification and to assist families  



Forensic PMEs conducted 

Pathologist are also attended 
by Gardaí for the purpose of 

evidence collection

Office of the State Pathologist are also  

external and internal findings.

in the identification of a person is to 

The body may be identified in three

of identification found on the body) and 
by scientific methods (for example, DNA 
analysis or fingerprint analysis). DNA is 
the gold standard for identification.



The Independent Commission for the Location of 
Victims’ Remains was jointly established in 1999 by 
the Irish and British Governments. The purpose of the 

which may lead to the location of the remains of victims 
of paramilitary violence (known as ‘The Disappeared’) 
who were murdered and buried in secret arising from 

as ‘the Troubles’. 
The purpose 
of the ICLVR 
is to obtain 
information 

Leave a confidential voice message

strictest confidence.



How to access consular support

The Department of
Foreign Affairs can be contacted 

for consular assistance on  
01 408 2527

The Department of Foreign Affairs is regularly contacted 
by families and friends of Irish citizens who are concerned 
for the whereabouts of their loved ones abroad. The 
Department advises family members or friends who may 
have particular concerns to make a missing person report 
at their local Garda station.

its diplomatic offices abroad can liaise

or, in case of emergency, outside office



Organisation Website/Email Phone



Website: gov.ie/justice


