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Background

This is the third annual report on the implementation of the actions in the National Strategy
on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making, 2015-2020. Guided and
influenced by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights, the strategy is primarily aimed at children and young people
under the age of 18, but also embraces the voice of young people in the transition to
adulthood.

The four priorities of the National Strategy on Children and Young People's Participation in
Decision-Making, 2015-2020 are that:

1. Children and young people will have a voice in decisions made in their local
communities.

2. Children and young people will have a voice in decision-making in early education,
schools and the wider formal and non-formal education systems.

3. Children and young people will have a voice in decisions that affect their health and
well-being, including on the health and social services delivered to them.

4. Children and young people will have a voice in the Courts and legal system.

The strategy contains a series of additional objectives, which include:

5. Promoting effective leadership to champion and promote participation of children
and young people.

6. Development of education and training for professionals working with and on behalf
of children and young people.

7. Mainstreaming the participation of children and young people in the development of
policy, legislation and research.

The actions outlined in the strategy aim to address the challenges that exist in children and
young people being enabled to participate appropriately in decision-making.

The commitments outlined in this Action Plan for the National Strategy are aligned with
Government commitments in, and based on the values, principles and vision of, Better
Outcomes, Brighter Futures. All commitments and actions in this strategy are underpinned by
the following key fundamentals:

e Recognition that children and young people have a right to participate in decisions
that affect their lives;

e Ensuring the protection and welfare of children and young people in accordance with
Children First;

e Establishing and improving mechanisms to ensure the participation of seldom-heard
and vulnerable children and young people in decision-making;

e Collection of data, monitoring and evaluation of children and young people’s
participation initiatives.

The commitments in this Action Plan are the agreed actions for 2018. Additional
commitments will be discussed and agreed upon for 2019 and 2020, which will be circulated
and published for each of the final 2 years of the Strategy. This Third Action Plan Update


https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/playandrec/20150617NatStratonChildrenandYoungPeoplesParticipationinDecisionMaking2015-2020.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/playandrec/20150617NatStratonChildrenandYoungPeoplesParticipationinDecisionMaking2015-2020.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/cypp_framework/BetterOutcomesBetterFutureReport.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/cypp_framework/BetterOutcomesBetterFutureReport.pdf
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presents the progress made by all Government Departments and Agencies to implement the
agreed actions in the Strategy to date.

The first and second annual reports on the implementation on the actions in the National
Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making, 2015-2020 were
published in July 2016 and November 2017, respectively.

Defining Participation

Children and young people’s participation in decision-making is defined as ‘the process by
which children and young people have active involvement and real influence in decision-
making on matters affecting their lives, both directly and indirectly’. This definition is
consistent with Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which
underlies this strategy, and Article 24 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

According to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (the expert body that monitors
implementation of the UNCRC) and in line with its General Comment on Article 12 of the
UNCRC, the duty to take account of what children say applies in a variety of contexts. For
example, at macro level, children’s views should be taken into account in the development of
national policies and in the design of services. At micro level, children’s views should be taken
into account in the individual decision-making that affects their daily lives. The UN Committee
has highlighted the relevance of children’s involvement in decision-making in schools and
local communities, given that these are the spaces where many important decisions are taken
that directly affect their lives. These are two of the priorities of the present strategy.

The participation of children and young people in decision-making involves taking children
and young people seriously and where possible responding to their suggestions, ideas and
views in an appropriate and timely manner.

Lundy’s Model of Participation

The present strategy is underpinned by Lundy’s Model of Participation (see Figure 2), which
is grounded in the UNCRC and focused on a rights-based approach to involving children in
decision-making.


https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20170327FirstAnnReportChilYoungParticipation2015to2020.PDF
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/201809122ndactionplanchildrenyoungpeople.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/submissions_reports/files/UNCRCEnglish_0.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/charterpedia/article/24-rights-child
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Figure 2: Lundy’s Model of Participation
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Figure 3: Lundy’s Voice Model Checklist for Participation

HOW: Provide a safe and
inclusive space for children
to express their views

® Have children's views been actively
sought?

® Was there a safe space in which
children can express themselves
freely?

® Have steps been taken to ensure that
all children can take part?

Audience

HOW: Ensure that children’s
views are communicated

to someone with the
responsibility to listen

Is there a process for
communicating children’s views?

Do children know who their views
are being communicated to?

Does that person/body have the
power to make decisions?

HOW: Provide appropriate
information and facilitate the
expression of children’s views

® Have children been given the
information they need to form a view?

® Do children know that they do not
have to take part?

® Have children been given a range of
options as to how they might
choose to express themselves?

Influence

HOW: Ensure that children’s
views are taken seriously and
acted upon, where appropriate

® Were the children’s views considered by
those with the power to effect change?

Are there procedures in place that
ensure that the children’s views have
been taken seriously?

Have the children and young people
been provided with feedback explaining
the reasons for decisions taken?
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Principles of Participation

The present strategy has adopted the principles of the Council of Europe’s 2012 Recommendation on
participation in decision-making of children and young people under the age of 18 and Article 12 of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The principles refer to both the context for participation
and the process of participation:

e There is no age limit on the right of the child or young person to express her or his views freely. All
children and young people, including those of pre-school age, school age and those who have left full-
time education, have a right to be heard in all matters affecting them, their views being given due
weight in accordance with their age and maturity.

¢ The right of children and young people to participate applies without discrimination on any grounds,
such as race, ethnicity, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, disability, birth, sexual orientation or other status.

¢ Consideration needs to be given to the notion of the evolving capacities of children and young
people. As children and young people acquire more capacities, adults should encourage them to enjoy,
to an increasing degree, their right to influence matters affecting them.

e Particular efforts should be made to enable participation of children and young people with fewer
opportunities, including those who are vulnerable or affected by discrimination, including multiple
discrimination.

e Parents and carers have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and the development of the
child and, as such, play a fundamental role in affirming and nurturing the child’s right to participate,
from birth onwards.

¢ In order to be able to participate meaningfully and genuinely, children and young people should be
provided with all relevant information and offered adequate support for self-advocacy appropriate to
their age and circumstances.

o |f participation is to be effective, meaningful and sustainable, it needs to be understood as a process
and not a one-off event, and requires ongoing commitment in terms of time and resources.

¢ Children and young people who exercise their right to freely express their views must be protected
from harm, including intimidation, reprisals, victimisation and violation of their right to privacy.

e Children and young people should always be fully informed of the scope of their participation,
including the limitations on their involvement, the expected and actual outcomes of their
participation, and how their views were ultimately considered.

¢ In line with the General Comment on Article 12 of the UNCRC, all processes in which children and
young people are heard should be transparent and informative, voluntary, respectful, relevant to
children’s lives, in child-friendly environments, inclusive (non-discriminatory), supported by training,
safe and sensitive to risk, and accountable. Member States should integrate these requirements into
all legislative and other measures for the implementation of this recommendation.
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Summary Finding of the Year 3 Report

Third Annual Report shows a positive picture of how the National Strategy on Children and
Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making, 2015-2020 continues to be implemented.
The report findings show that 93% of the agreed actions have reached completion or are in
progress All Government Departments and Agencies are actively progressing 68 of the 73
agreed actions for 2018.

DCYA role in leading delivery of the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decision Making 2015 - 2020

Throughout Year 3 implementation, Department of Children and Youth Affairs continues to
play an important role in leading Government efforts to ensure that children and young
people have a voice in decisions that affect their lives.

The Participation Team within DCYA works across local and national Government to build,
develop and sustain structures and processes which enable high quality participation
opportunities for children and young people with a particular focus on ensuring seldom heard
young people are included. Key deliverables during Year 3 implementation include:

e Combhairle na nOg continues to thrive in all local authorities with the support of the
Combhairle na nOg Development Fund

e Combhairle na nOg National Executive published and launched the ‘How was school
today?’ research with the Ministers for Children and Youth Affairs and Education and
Skills and has left an important resource for education policy makers

e Dail na nOg in December 2017 focused on the topic of equality and the current
Combhairle na nOg National Executive are working on a number of initiatives under
this topic relevant to the school setting which will come to completion within 2019.

DCYA has also established a network of contact points from Government Departments and
State Bodies with commitments in the Strategy to improve engagement and maintain focus
on the priority actions. The network met twice during 2018 and will continue to meet over
2019.

At the end of Year 3 implementation, DCYA commenced a process of a mid-term review of
implementation of the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in
Decision Making 2015 — 2020 and development of a cross Government Action Plan for Years
4 and 5 to take account of the lessons learned during the first 3 years implementation. This
process will be completed in early 2019 and will lead to the publication of a 2 year action
plan to complete implementation of the current strategy.

10
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Hub na nOg: Young Voices in Decision Making

Hub na nOg was launched in November 2017 as a centre of excellence to support Government
Departments, State Agencies and non-government organisations to give children and young
people a voice on decisions that affect their lives, with a focus on seldom-heard children and
young peoplel. The name and brand for the Hub were developed through a consultation
process with young people and adult stakeholders.

As part of its role in driving implementation of the National Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in Decision Making 2015 - 2020, Hub na nOg has progressed a number
of key actions to support Government Departments and Agencies in their work under the
Strategy throughout 2018.

Training: Hub na nOg developed and delivered training in collaboration with

(1) Sport Ireland for five national sporting bodies and organisations

(2) The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to develop participation methods
for use in the inspection process

(3) The Arts Council for Creative Associates appointed to support the Creative Schools
Initiative, which is part of the Creative Ireland Programme of the Department of Culture
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Consultations: Hub na nOg collaborated on the development and conducting of a number of
consultations with children and young people in 2018, including consultations on:

(1) the Strategic Plan for the Heritage Council

(2) the Cruinnit na nOg programme

(3) Oberstown Standards

(4) on the voice of the child in Adoption proceedings

(5) on a change process for the Garda Youth Diversion Programme.

Since its inception, the Hub has been working with Professor Laura Lundy on co-producing a
series of frameworks, including national standards, a planning framework, evaluation
frameworks and a child-friendly evaluation form, influenced by the extensive child
participation practice of the DCYA and Hub na nOg. A paper on the impact of child
participation on policy, service delivery and practice for the CRINI (Children’s Research
Network) Digest has also been published by the Hub.

1 Hub Objectives

1. Become a key driver in supporting implementation of commitments in the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-
Making, (2015 —2020) and Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures (BOBF) by collaborating with Government Departments and Agencies in conducting
consultations with children and young people and by providing information, guidance, training and practical support.

2. Develop, document and disseminate innovative international best practice on children and young people’s participation in decision-making.

3. Form partnerships with third-level and adult education institutions to oversee development of education on the right of children to a voice in the context
of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, for professionals who work with and on behalf of children and young people.

11
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Compiling the Third Action Plan Update
Compiling the Third Action Plan Update was a three step process.

1. A template, based on the reporting mechanism developed for Better Outcomes,
Brighter Futures, was created for each individual Department and Agency, showing a
list of agreed actions for which each had responsibility. The template listed the
partners for each shared commitment and also showed where an action was the
responsibility of all Departments and/or Agencies. The template allowed each
Department/Agency to provide details (in a maximum of 50 words) on the progress
made on each agreed action. Respondents were asked to report under the heading
which best described their progress to date:

. - If the agreed action has been finalised

. - If the agreed action has not yet been completed but is
progressing well

¢ No - If the agreed action has not commenced

2. Theinformation supplied in the templatesis displayed in this Update using the original
Action Plan and colour coded ticks. Ticks are colour coded as follows:

- indicates action finalised

- indicates action in progress
Red Tick - indicates action not commenced
Black Tick - indicates no update submitted

3. The report can be navigated by clicking on an Action Plan number in the index which
links to the Action Plan. Links in the Action Plan connect to the Appendix of returned
templates.

Structure of the Report
The Third Action Plan Update Report is divided into the following three sections:

Part 1: Index. Lists the Government Departments and Agencies with their corresponding
agreed Actions in the Strategy. The Index may be used to navigate the report by clicking on
an individual action. This will allow you to view the action’s current progress status in the
Action Plan Update Table.

Part 2: Progress Summary. Outlines the progress made by each Government Department
and/or Agency to progress the 2018 actions in the Strategy.

Part 3: Action Plan Update Table. This Table presents the 73 agreed Actions for 2018, and
shows the Department/Agency responsible for each action. A series of colour coded ticks
indicates the progress made to date. Further details on the status of each action may be found
by clicking on the colour coded ticks which will direct you to the update provided by each
responsible Department/Agency.

12
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Index of Government Departments and Agencies with agreed Actions in the Strategy

The Index may be used to navigate the report by clicking on an individual action to view the

action’s current progress status

in the Action Plan Update Table.

Department/Agency name will link you to their submitted template.

Clicking on

Department/Agency

Action Number
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Progress Summary

The following section provides details of the status of the 2018 (Year 3) Actions in the National
Strategy. The progress made by each Department/Agency is diagrammatically represented
with Actions identified as being either “Finalised”, “In Progress” or “Not Commenced/Not
Currently Applicable”. There is also a breakdown of each Department/Agency’s action
statuses, indicating the changes of each individual commitment, on a year-by-year basis for
all 3 Years. This gives a concise indication of the progress made throughout the first 3 Years
of the National Strategy and makes it easier to draw comparisons.

Graph 1: Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA)

Year 3 - 34 Actions

25
22
20
15
10
6
5 4
4| 2
0 I
Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted

Currently Applicable
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DCYA
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DCYA Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1l |G14.1,.2,.6,.7,.8,.16,.17,.18, | G14.1,.2,.7, .16, .19, G14.6, .8, .17,
19, .29, .32, .33, .42, .45 .29, .32, .33, .45 .18, .42
G15.1, .2, .3, .4, .5,.6,.7 G15.1, .2, .3,.4,.5,.6 G15.7
Gl16.7 G16.7
G17.1, .2, .6 G17.1, .2, .6
G20.1, .2, .4, .5,.6,.7 G20.1, 4, .5,.7 G20.6 G20.2
G21.1, .2,.3,.4,.5,.7,.8,.9,.10 | G21.2,.3,.4,.9 G21.8, .10 G21.1, .5,.7
5.13.1, .2 5.13.1, .2
42 24 14 0 4
Year2 |G14.1,.2,.6,.7,.8,.17,.18, .19, | G14.2, .6,.7, .17, .18, G14.1 G14.8
.29, .32, .33, .42, .45 19, .29, .32, .33, .42, .45
G15.1, .2, .3,.4,.5,.6,.7 G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6,.7 G15.1
G16.7 G16.7
G17.1, .2, .6 G17.6 G17.1, .2
G20.1, .2, .4,.5, .6,.7 G20.1, .4,.7 G20.2, .6 G20.5
G21.2, .3,.4,.5,.7,.8,.9, .10 G213, .4, .9 G21.2, .8,.10 G215, .7
5.13.1, .2 5.13 .2 5.13.1
40 24 9 6 1
Year3 | Gl14.1,.2,.6,.8,.17,.18,.19,.29, | G14.2, .6, .18, .19, .29, | G14.17 G14.1, .8
.33,.45 33, .45
G15.1,.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.1,.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G16.7 G16.7
G17.1,.2,.6 G17.2 G17.6 G17.1
G20.1,.2,.4,.5,.6,.7 G20.1, .4,.5,.6,.7 G20.2
G21.2,.3,.4,.5,.7,.8 G21.3, .4 G21.2 G21.5,.7,.8
5.13.1,.2 5.13.1, .2
34 22 4 6 2

18



https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20170327FirstAnnReportChilYoungParticipation2015to2020.PDF
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/201809122ndactionplanchildrenyoungpeople.pdf
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Graph 2: Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG)

Year 3 - 8 Actions

1

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Currently Applicable

19
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DCHG

DCHG Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1l | G14.2,.9,.11,.16 G14.2, .9, .11, .16
(DAHG) G15.2, .3, .4,.5, .6 G154, .6 G15.2, .3,.5
G20.6, .7 G20.6, .7
G21.8 G21.8
12 6 3 2 1
Year2 | G14.2,.9,.11 G14.9, .11 G14.2
(DAHRRGA) | G15.2, .3, .4, .5, .6 G15.2, .3 G154, .5, .6
G20.7 G20.7
G21.8 G21.8
10 2 2 5 1
Year3 | Gl4.2,.9,.11 G14.2, .9, .11
G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .4,.5 G15.6
8 7 0 1 0

20


https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20170327FirstAnnReportChilYoungParticipation2015to2020.PDF
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/201809122ndactionplanchildrenyoungpeople.pdf
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Graph 3: Department of Education and Skills (DES)

Year 3 - 22 Actions

16

14

12

10

0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Currently Applicable
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DES
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DES Commitments Finalised In Progress | Not Commenced No Response
Year1 |G14.2,.18,.20,.21,.22,.26,.27, | G14.20,.21,.22,.26,.30 | G14.2 G14.28 G14.18, .27
.28, 30
G15.2, .3, 4, .5, .6, .10 G15.5 G15.2, 4, .10 G15.3, .6
G16.8 G16.8
G17.1, .2, .3,.4,.5 G17.2, .4 G17.1, .3 G17.5
G20.6, .7 G20.6 G20.7
G21.8 G21.8
G5.13 .1 G5.13 .1
25 9 8 1 7
Year2 | G14.2,.18,.20,.21,.22,.26, .27, | G14.2,.18, .20, .22, .26, G14.21
.28, .30 .27, .28, .30
G15.2, .3, .4, .5, .6,.10 G15.2, 4, .6,.10 G15.5 G15.3
G16.8 G16.8
G17.1, .2, .3,.4,.5 G17.1, .2, .3, .4 G17.5
G20.6,.7 G20.6 G20.7
G21.8 G21.8
5.13 .1 5.13 .1
25 18 1 2 4
Year3 | G14.2,.18,.20,.21,.22,.26,.27, | G14.2, .18, .22, .26, .27, | G14.20, .21
.28,.30 .28, .30
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.10 G15.2, .4, .6 G15.5,.10 G15.3
G17.1,.2,.3,.4,.5 G17.1,.2,.3,.5 G17.4
G21.8 G21.8
5.13.1 5.13.1
22 14 6 0 2
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Graph 4: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DHPLG)*

*Due to restructuring in this Department, an update report for Year
3 was not possible.
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DHPLG*

DHPLG Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year 1 G14.2 G14.2
(DECLG) | G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .5 G15.6
G20.2, .3, 4, .5,.6,.7 G20.4 G20.3, 4, .5,.6,.7 G20.2
G215, .8 G21.5, .8
14 5 0 6 3
Year 2 G14.2 G14.2
(DHPCLG) | G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6
G20.2, .3, .4,.5,.7 G20.2, .3, .4,.5,.7
G215, .8 G21.5 G21.8
13 2 0 0 11
Year3 | G14.2
(DHPLG)* | G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.2, .5
G21.5
9 0 0 0 0
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Graph 5: Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD)
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DRCD

THIRD ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2018 ® ®

DRCD Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year 1 G14.2 G14.2
(DECLG) | G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .5 G15.6
G20.2, .3, 4, .5,.6,.7 G20.4 G20.3, 4, .5,.6,.7 G20.2
G215, .8 G21.5, .8
14 5 0 6 3
Year 2 G14.2 G14.2
(DHPCLG) | G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6
G20.2, .3, .4,.5,.7 G20.2, .3, .4,.5,.7
G215, .8 G21.5 G21.8
13 2 0 0 11
Year3 | G14.2,.8 G14.2 G14.8
(DRCD) | G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2,.5 G15.3, .4, .6
7 1 3 3 0
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Graph 6: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE)

Year 3 - 6 Actions

4.5

3.5

2.5

1.5

0.5

0 0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Currently Applicable

27



Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DCCAE
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DCCAE Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year 1 G14.2 G14.2
(DECLG) | G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .5 G15.6
G20.2, .3, 4, .5,.6,.7 G20.4 G20.3, 4, .5,.6,.7 G20.2
G215, .8 G21.5, .8
14 5 0 6 3
Year 2 G14.2 G14.2
(DHPCLG) | G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .4, .5, .6
G20.2, .3, .4,.5,.7 G20.2, .3, .4,.5,.7
G215, .8 G21.5 G21.8
13 2 0 0 11
Year 3 G14.2 G14.2
(DCCAE) | G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2 G15.3,.4,.5,.6
6 0 2 4 0
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Graph 7: Department of Justice and Equality (DJE)

Year 3 - 11 Actions

0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Currently Applicable
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DJE
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DIJE Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1 |G14.2,.41,.43,.44 G14.2, .41 G14.43, .44
G15.2, .3,.4,.5,.6 G15.3, .5, .6 G15.2, 4
G18.1, .2 G18.1 G18.2
G20.6, .7 G20.6, .7
G21.8 G21.8
5.13.2 5.13.2
15 6 3 0 6
Year2 | G14.2,.41,.43,.44 G14.2, .41 G14.43, .44
G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3, .5 G15.4, .6
G18.1, .2 G18.1 G18.2
G20.7 G20.7
G21.8 G21.8
5.13.2 5.13.2
14 7 2 4 1
Year 3 G14.2, .28, .44 G14 .2, .28 G14.44
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2, .3,.5 G154, .6
G18.1,.2 G18.1 G18.2
5.13.2 5.13.2
11 6 2 3 0
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Graph 8: Department of Health (DoH)

Year 3 - 12 Actions

0
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DoH
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DoH Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1l |G14.2,.31,.32,.33,.35 G14.2, .31, .32, .33, .35
G15.2, .3, .4, .5, .6,.11 G15.5 G15.2, .3, 4, .6, .11
Gle.1, .3, 4 G16.1 G16.3, .4
G20.2, .6, .7 G20.6, .7 G20.2
G21.8 G21.8
18 7 9 2
Year2 |G14.2,.31,.32,.33,.35 G14.2, .31, .32, .33, .35
G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6,.11 G15.2,.5 G15.3, 4, .6, .11
Gl6.1, .3, .4 Gl6.1 G16.3, .4
G20.2,.7 G20.2 G20.7
G21.8 G21.8
17 8 8 0
Year3 | G14.2,.33,.35 G14.2, .33,.35
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.11 G15.2, .4 G15.5 G15.3, .6,.11
G16.1,.3,.4 G16.1 G16.3, .4
12 6 5 0
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Graph 9: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS)

Year 3 - 11 Actions

0 0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by DTTAS
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DTTAS Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1 |G14.2,.10,.12,.13,.14, .15, .46, | G14.2, .15, .46 G14.10, .12 G14.13, .14, .47, .48
47, .48
G15.2, .3, .4, .5,.6 G15.2 G15.5 G15.3, 4, .6
G20.6, .7 G20.6, .7
G21.8 G21.8
17 4 3 9 1
Year2 | G14.2,.10,.12,.13,.14, .15, .46, | G14.2, .12, .15, .46, .47, G14.10 G14.13, .14
47, .48 48
G15.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G15.2 G15.5 G15.3, 4, .6
G20.7 G20.7
G21.8 G21.8
16 7 2 7 0
Year3 | G14.2,.10,.12,.15, .47, .48 G14.2,.10,.12, .15, .47, .48
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.2 G15.3,.4,.5,.6
11 7 0 4 0
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Graph 10: Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA)

Year 3 - 7 Actions
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by HIQA

HIQA Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1 | G14.2,.38,.39 G14.39 G14.2, .38
G15.3, 4, .5,.6 G154, .5 G15.3, .6
G20.6 G20.6
G21.8 G21.8
9 3 2 3 1
Year2 | G14.2,.38,.39 G14.2, .38, .39
G15.3, 4, .5, .6 G15.6 G15.3, .4, .5
G21.8 G21.8
8 4 0 4 0
Year3 | G14.2,.38,.39 G14.2, .39 G14.38
G15.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.4 G15.6 G15.3,.5
7 3 1 3 0
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Graph 11: Health Service Executive (HSE)

Year 3 - 14 Actions
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by HSE
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HSE Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1 |G14.2,.31,.34,.35,.40 G14.35 G14.2, 34, .40 G14.31
G15.3, 4, .5, .6, .11 G15.4, .11 G15.3, .5, .6
G16.2, .3, .4, .5,.6 G16.3, .4, .5 G16.2 G16.6
G20.6 G20.6
G21.8 G21.8
17 4 6 2 5
Year2 | G14.2,.31,.34,.35,.40 G14.2,31, .35 G14.34, .40
G154, .5, .6,.11 G154, .5 G15.3, .6, .11
Gl16.2, .3, .4,.5,.6 G16.3 G16.2 G16.4, .5, .6
G21.8 G21.8
16 6 3 0 7
Year3 | G14.2,.34,.35,.40 G14.34, .35, .40 G14.2
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.11 G15.4 G15.3,.5,.11 G15.6
Gl16.2, .3, .4,.5, .6 G16.2, .3, .4, .5,.6
14 9 4 1 0
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Graph 12: Local Government Management Agency (LGMA)

Year 3 - 10 Actions

0 0
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by LGMA

THIRD ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2018 ® ®

LGMA Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year 1 3,.4,.5.7,.8 G14.2, .3, .4,.5,.7,.8
4,.5,.6,.9 G155, .9 G15.3, 4, .6
4,.5,.6,.7 G20.4 G20.5, .6, .7 G20.2
G21.8
17 9 0 6 2
Year 2 3,.4,.5.7,.8 G14.2, .3, .4,.5,.7,.8
4,.5,.6,.9 G15.3, .4, .5,.6 G15.9
4,.5,.7 G204, .7 G20.2 G20.5
G21.8
16 12 1 2 1
Year3 | G14.2,. 3,.4,.8 G14.2, .3, .4, .8
_____________ 4,.5,.6,.9 G15.4, .5, .6 G15.3,.9
G20.2
10 7 3 0 0
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Graph 13: Mental Health Commission (MHC)
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by MHC

MHC Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1l |G14.2,.37 G14.2 G14.37
G15.3, 4, .5,.6 G15.5 G15.3, 4, .6
G20.6 G20.6
G21.6,.8 G21.6 G21.8
9 3 0 5 1
Year2 |G14.2,.37 G14.2 G14.37
G15.3, 4, .5, .6 G15.3, .4, .5 G15.6
G20.6, .8 G20.6 G21.8
8 4 2 2 0
Year3 | G14.2,.37 G14.2, .37
G15.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.3,.5 G15.4, .6
G21.6 G21.6
7 0 5 2 0
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Graph 14: Tusla

Year 3 - 8 Actions
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by Tusla
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Tusla Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1 | G14.2,.6,.23,.24,.25,.36 G14.2, .6, .24, .36 G14.23, .25
G15.3, 4, .5, .6, .8 G154, .5, .8 G15.3 G15.6
G16.9, .10 G16.9 G16.10
G18.2 G18.2
G19.1 G19.1
G20.6 G20.6
G21.8 G21.8
17 9 4 3 1
Year2 | G14.2,.6,.23,.24,.25,.36 G14.2, .6, .23, .36 G14.24, .25
G15.3, 4, .5, .6, .8 G15.3, 4, .6,.8 G15.5
G16.10 G16.10
G18.2 G18.2
G19.1 G19.1
G21.8 G21.8
15 11 2 1 1
Year3 |G14.2,.6 G14.2, .6
G15.3,.4,.5, .6 G15.3,.4,.5,.6
G18.2 G18.2
G19.1 G19.1
8 8 0 0 0
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Graph 15: An Garda Siochana (AGS)

Year 3 - 7 Actions
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Breakdown of Annual Commitment Progress by AGS
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AGS Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
Year1l |G14.2 G14.2
G15.3, .4, .5, .6 G15.3, .4, .5, .6
G20.6 G20.6
G21.8 G21.8
5.13.1,.2 5.13.1 5.13.2
9 1 2 0 6
Year 2 G14.2 G14.2
G15.3, .4, .5, .6 G15.3, .4, .5, .6
G21.8 G21.8
5.13.1,.2 5.13.1,.2
8 0 0 0 8
Year 3 G14.2 G14.2
G15.3,.4,.5,.6 G15.3, .4, .5, .6
5.13.1, .2 5.13.1, .2
7 0 0 0 7
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The progress of commitments in the Third Annual Report shows a positive picture of how the
National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making, 2015-
2020 continues to be implemented. All Government Departments and Agencies are actively
progressing 68 of the 73 agreed actions for 2018. This means that 93% of the agreed actions
have reached completion or are in progress.

Focus on Cross Government/Agency Progress

The majority of actions in this Strategy are being implemented by a lead Government
Department/Agency. There is also a number of actions which are the responsibility of all
departments and most agencies. These have been reduced from nine in 2016, to eightin 2017
and six for 2018. The six cross-cutting Actions for the current year are G14.2, G15.2, G15.3,
G15.4, G15.5 and G15.6.

Graphs representing the status of the six actions from Year 3 has been provided. There is also
a breakdown of the status of each of the original nine actions, indicating the relevant standing
of each Department/Agency on a year-by-year basis.
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Graph 16: Action G14.2

Government Departments and Agencies will consult with children and young people
appropriately in the development of policy, legislation, research and services, with the
support of the DCYA.

Year 3 - 15 Department/Agencies
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10

0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Currently Applicable
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Graph 17: Action G15.2
All Statements of Strategy published will include participation of children and young people
as an objective and an action.

Year 3 - 9 Departments Only

=

0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Currently Applicable
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Graph 18: Action G15.3

Building on existing mechanisms, incremental progress will be made on funding criteria for
publicly funded programmes and schemes that are relevant to children and young people,
requiring consultation with children and young people.

Year 3 - 15 Department/Agencies

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Cuurently Applicable
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Graph 19: Action G15.4

Government Departments and Agencies that provide services for children and young people
will develop child- and youth-friendly feedback and complaints mechanisms, with Hub na
nOg.

Year 3 - 15 Department/Agencies
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Graph 20: Action G15.5

Data collection, evaluation and monitoring of children and young people’s participation
initiatives will be conducted to ensure robust findings and outcomes that influence the
development of policies and services.
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Graph 21: Action G15.6

Government Departments and Agencies will ensure the involvement of children and young
people in reporting on international instruments relevant to their lives and well-being,
including the Universal Periodic Review, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews and strategies, and Council of Europe reviews and strategies.

Year 3 - 15 Department/Agencies

1
| \—/
0

Finalised In Progress Not Commenced/Not No Response Submitted
Cuurently Applicable
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Breakdown of Cross Government/Agency Annual Commitment Progress

Year 1 Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
G14.2 (13) DCYA, DAHG, DES, HSE, HIQA, 1 | MHC 0
DECLG, DJE, DoH, AGS
DTTAS, LGMA, Tusla
G15.2 (7 Government DCYA, DECLG, DAHG, DES 1 | DoH 1 DJE
Departments Only) DTTAS
G15.3 (13) DCYA, DECLG, DJE DAHG, Tusla 5 | DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, | 3 | DES, HSE, AGS
LGMA, MHC
G15.4 (13) DCYA, DAHG, HIQA, DES, HSE 5 | DECLG, DTTAS, 2 | DJE, AGS
Tusla DoH, LGMA, MHC
G15.5 (13) DCYA, DES, DECLG, DAHG, DTTAS 0 2 | HSE, AGS
DJE, DoH, HIQA,
LGMA, MHC, Tusla
G15.6 (13) DCYA, DAHG, DJE 7 | DECLG DoH, 3 | DES, HSE, AGS
DTTAS, HIQA,
LGMA, MHC, Tusla
G20.6 (13) DCYA, DES 9 | DAHG, DECLG, 2 | DIE, AGS
DoH, DTTAS, HIQA,
HSE, LGMA, MHC,
Tusla
G20.7 (7 Government DCYA 5 | DAHG, DECLG, 2 | DES, DIJE
Departments and LGMA) DoH, DTTAS, LGMA
G21.8 (13) DCYA 0 12 | DAHG, DES, DECLG,
DJE, DoH, DTTAS,
HIQA, HSE, LGMA,
MHC, Tusla, AGS
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Year 2 Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
G14.2 (13) 11 | DCYA, DES, 1 | DAHRRGA AGS
DHPCLG, DJE, DoH,
DTTAS, HIQA, HSE,
LGMA, MHC, Tusla
G15.2 (7 Government 5 | DCYA, DES, DIJE, DAHRRGA 0 DHPCLG
Departments Only) DoH, DTTAS
G15.3 (13) 5 | DCYA, DIJE, LGMA, DAHRRGA 3 | DoH, DTTAS, HIQA DES, DHPCLG, HSE,
MHC, Tusla AGS
G15.4 (13) 6 | DCYA, DES, HSE, 5 | DAHRRGA, DIJE, DHPLCG, AGS
LGMA, MHC, Tusla DoH, DTTAS, HIQA
G15.5 (13) 6 | DCYA, DJE, DoH, DES, DTTAS 3 | DAHRRGA, HIQA, DHPLCG, AGS
HSE, LGMA, MHC Tusla
G15.6 (13) 5 | DCYA, DES, HIQA, 5 | DAHRRGA, DoH, DHPLCG, HSE, AGS
LGMA, Tusla DTTAS, MHC
G20.7 (7 Government 2 | DCYA, LGMA 3 | DAHRRGA, DoH, DES, DHPLCG, DJE
Departments and LGMA) DTTAS
G21.8 (13) 1 | Tusla DCYA 7 | DES, DJE, DoH, DAHRRGA, DHPLCG,

DTTAS, HIQA,
LGMA, MHC

HSE, AGS
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Year 3 Commitments Finalised In Progress Not Commenced No Response
G14.2 (15) 10 | DCYA, DCHG, DES, DCCAE, HSE, |0 DHPLG*, AGS
DRCD, DJE, DoH, MHC
DTTAS, HIQA,
LGMA, Tusla
G15.2 (9 Government 6 | DCYA, DCHG, DES, DRCD, DCCAE | 0 DHPLG*
Departments Only) DJE, DoH, DTTAS
G15.3 (15) 4 | DCYA, DCHG, DIE, HSE, LGMA, 5 | DRCD, DCCAE, DoH, DES, DHPLG*, AGS
Tusla MHC DTTAS, HIQA
G15.4 (15) 8 | DCYA, DCHG, DES, 5 | DRCD, DCCAE, DJE, DHPLG*, AGS
DoH, HIQA, HSE, DTTAS, MHC
LGMA, Tusla
G15.5 (15) 5 | DCYA, DCHG, DJE, DES, DRCD, 3 | DCCAE, DTTAS, DHPLG*, AGS
LGMA, Tusla DoH, HSE, HIQA
MHC
G15.6 (15) 4 | DCYA, DES, LGMA, HIQA 8 | DCHG, DRCD, DHPLG*, AGS
Tusla DCCAE, DJE, DoH,
DTTAS, HSE, MHC
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Finalised
In Progress

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

G14.1 Undertake an audit of participatory
practice. DCYA

Y

G14.2 Government Departments and
agencies will consult with children and
young people appropriately in the
development of policy, legislation, research
and services, with the support of the DCYA.
DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DRCD, DCCAE,
DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE, LGMA, MHC,
Tusla, AGS

G14.3 Children and Young People’s Services
Committees and Comhairle na nOg will be
consulted in the planning process for Local,
Economic and Community Plans for Year 3.
LGMA

G14.4 Children and young people will be
recognised as stakeholders in the
regeneration planning process. Structures
will be put in place to integrate their
participation and provide them with
information in appropriate formats. LGMA

G14.6 Mechanisms to be put in place to
ensure the active participation of children
and vyoung people in the planning,
development, delivery and evaluation of
services, which will lead to real change.
Tusla (Lead), DCYA (Partner)

G14.8 Additional feedback mechanisms to
capture children’s input will be developed
and used to inform existing and innovative

library services for children. LGMA, DRCD,

DCYA
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Finalised
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G14.9 Consideration will be given to the
establishment of children’s forums /focus
groups. Build on progress of Years 1 and 2.
DCHG

G14.10 A forum will be established to
enable children to participate in sport. It will
explore existing models, such as the
participation established in the GAA, to be
used or adapted by other national
governing bodies of sport, to facilitate the
involvement of children and young people
in decision-making. Build on progress made
in 2017. DTTAS

G14.11 Children and young people will be
consulted about Gaeltacht programmes,
regulations, summer camp schemes,
colleges and language support schemes.
DCHG

G14.12 The views expressed by children and
young people on the services provided to
them under the Smarter Travel and Bike
Week programmes are monitored and
recorded, and used to inform policy on
these services in Year 3. DTTAS

G14.15 Children and young people to be
involved in water safety programmes which
are developed in Year 3. DTTAS

G14.17 Reporting on the implementation of
the National Early Years Strategy (2014) to
include the participation of children in
decision-making. DCYA

G14.18 Determine, possibly by survey, the
extent to which the voice of the child is
included in decision-making in early years
services.
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Finalised
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Promote consultation with young children
using the network of support services in
place in the early years’ sector. DES (Lead),
DCYA (Partner)

G14.19 The participation of young people in
decision-making to be included in the
reporting of the implementation of the
National Youth Strategy. DCYA

G14.20 Curriculum reform will have been
informed by consultation with young
people. DES

G14.21 The Views of young people on
internet safety are gathered through the
Webwise Youth Advisory Panel. DES

G14.22 The National Educational
Psychological Service will continue to
ensure that the voice of the child is central
to services and supports provided to
schools and children. DES

G14.26 Mechanisms for consulting students
on matters relevant to them in relation to
teacher education and other matters to be
identified and in use in Year 3. DES

G14.27 Through its consultative forum and
other consultative processes, the National
Council for Special Education will continue
to consult with children and young people
and/or their representative groups. DES

G14.28 Traveller representative groups will
be required to include the voice of children
and young people in their engagement with
the Department of Education and Skills.
DES, DJE
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Finalised
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G14.29 Quality Standards Framework for
staff-led youth projects and Quality
Standards for Volunteer-led Youth Groups
to be implemented in Year 3. DCYA

G14.30 The views of apprentices will be
represented by the National Apprenticeship
Advisory Committee and through other
relevant bodies in Year 3. DES

G14.33 Young people to be consulted as
part of the development of the National
Obesity Strategy. DoH (Lead), DCYA
(Partner)

G14.34 The National Healthcare Charter for
Paediatric Services is to include the voice of
children and young people in their work in
Year 3. HSE

G14.35 The voice of children and young
people to be included in the development
and design of the National Children’s
Hospital on appropriate issues arising in
Year 2. HSE (Lead), DoH (Partner)

G14.37 Information on the availability & use
of the toolkit for young mental health
service users to be included in the Annual
Report of the Inspector of Mental Health
Services. MHC
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Finalised
In Progress

G14.38 A Children’s Forum is established
and in use to inform HIQA on children’s
views of how it carries out its work in Year 3
and to identify the issues that matter most
to them. HIQA

G14.39 HIQA will continue to report on the
compliance of centres and foster care
services to ascertain what improvements
facilitate children to participate in the
decisions made about them in Year 3. HIQA

G14.40 The HSE Disability Services will
establish the framework on how the voice
of children and young people will inform the
design, implementation and evaluation for
one area of disability services in Year 3. HSE

G14.44 Improved mechanisms for hearing
the voice of children and young people will
be used in reviews of Legal Aid Board
services undertaken in Year 3. DJE

G14.45 Children and young people will be
consulted as part of the development of the
national outcome indicators and the
National wellbeing indicator set. DCYA

G14.47 Young people will be consulted in
reviews of relevant public transport fares
undertaken in Year 3. DTTAS

G14.48 Children will be consulted in reviews
of child/scholar public transport fares
undertaken in Year 3. DTTAS
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Finalised
In Progress

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in
Decision-making to strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express
their views in all matters affecting them and to have those views given due weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

G15.1 Establish Hub na nOg. DCYA

G15.2 All Statements of Strategy published &
in Year 3 will include participation of
children and young people as an objective
and an action. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG,
DRCD, DCCAE, DJE, DoH, DTTAS

G15.3 Building on existing mechanisms, Y & Y| Y Y\ Y\ Y
incremental progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly funded
programmes and schemes that are relevant
to children and young people, requiring
consultation with children and young
people. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DRCD,
DCCAE, DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE,
LGMA, MHC, Tusla, AGS

G15.4 Government Departments and o Y|\ Y Y Y Y.
Agencies that provide services for children
and young people will develop child-and
youth-friendly feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with Hub na nOg. DCYA,
DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DRCD, DCCAE, DIJE,
DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE, LGMA, MHC,
Tusla, AGS

G15.5 Data collection, evaluation and & v Y| Y Y
monitoring of children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be conducted to
ensure robust findings and outcomes that
influence the development of policies and
services. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG,
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DRCD, DCCAE, DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE,
LGMA, MHC, Tusla, AGS

G15.6 Government Departments and
Agencies will ensure the involvement of
children and young people in reporting on
international instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and strategies and
Council of Europe reviews and strategies.
DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DRCD, DCCAE,
DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE, LGMA, MHC,
Tusla, AGS

G15.9 The concepts of the National Strategy
on Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decision-Making will be
incorporated in the Local Authority plans for
the recipients of the 2014-2016 Active
Travel Towns awards. LGMA

G15.10 Principles and Objectives of the
National Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in Decision-Making
will be incorporated into SOLAS Strategies
where relevant and the development of ETB
5-year Strategy Statements developed in
Year 3. DES

G15.11 A framework to include the voices
of children and young people in the design,
implementation and evaluation of health
and well-being services will be developed,
incorporating the principles and objectives
of the National Strategy on Children and
Young People’s Participation in Decision-
Making. HSE (Lead), DoH (Partner)
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G16 Strengthen participation in decision-making for health and well-being at community level.

G16.1 Young people will be involved in the
development and management of drug and
alcohol-free venues and programmes for
young peoplein Year 3. DoH

G16.2 Youth Advisory Panel of Jigsaw to be
consulted in relation to proposed new
changes introduced to mental health
services for young people in Year 3. HSE

G16.4 Children and young people to be
included in consultations with communities
to inform the development of Primary Care
Services. HSE (Lead), DoH (Partner)

G16.3 Mechanisms to be put in place to Y
consult with children and young people on
services responding to substance misuse in
families. HSE (Lead), DoH (Partner)
Y

G16.5 Key stakeholders to be made aware
of and follow best practice in relation to the
voice of children and young people in
adolescent mental health advocacy services
in Year 3. HSE

G16.6 The Health Service Executive (HSE)
will involve children and young people who
have caring responsibilities, as appropriate,
as partners in care planning and provision
by health and personal social service
providers and particularly by the Primary
Care Teams. HSE

G16.7 Collaboration with ABC Initiative and
other stakeholders on the development of
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appropriate mechanisms to involve children
and young people in local needs assessment
will commence. DCYA
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Finalised
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G17 Create mechanisms to provide children and young people with the opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary schools and centres for education through Student Councils or other age-
appropriate mechanisms.

G17.1 The Department of Education and | ¥/
Skills to collate data on the number of
student councils in primary and post
primary schools through the 2015 Lifeskills
Survey Review of the effectiveness of post
Primary Student Councils. DES (Lead), DCYA
(Partner)

G17.2 Review of current practices on
student participation in the inspection
process commenced. DES (Lead), DCYA
(Partner)

G17.3 Mechanisms for consulting students
on matters relevant to them in relation to
teacher education and other matters
identified and in use in Year 3. DES

G17.4 Continue to demonstrate the value of
the Irish Survey of Student Engagement
(ISSE) and increase response rates in future
rounds of the survey. DES

G17.5 Students’ voices will continue to be
represented through mechanisms such as
the National Forum’s ‘Teaching Heroes’
awards scheme, in partnership with the
Union of Students in Ireland (USI).

The outputs of the data gathered through
the ‘Teaching Heroes’ awards will inform
the design by the National Forum of a
professional development framework for
teachers in higher education, to be
established in 2015.
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Student representation will continue,
through the USI, on the boards of the Higher
Education Authority and the National
Forum, as well as a range of committees and
at policy forums. DES

G17.6 DCYA will engage proactively, with
National Association of Principals and
Deputy Principals, to build a stronger role
for Student Councils to promote the value
of student voices in schools. DCYA
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G18 Create mechanisms to provide children with the opportunity to be heard in judicial proceedings
affecting them, including through independent representatives where appropriate.

G18.1 Children and young people’s views to
be sought as appropriate as part of family
mediation processes. This is to be
implemented in Year 3. DJE

G18.2 A service-level agreement with Y
Empowering People in Care (EPIC) has been
agreed to make children in detention aware
of their rights and their right to make a
complaint. This will be developed and
implemented in Year 3. DJE (Lead), Tusla
(Partner)
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G19 Facilitate children and young people in care to have meaningful participation in their care planning
and decision-making.

G19.1 Appropriate individual structures and
practice to be put in place, ensuring that the
views of children and young people are
taken into consideration in all assessments,
case conference reports, court applications
and care plan meetings. Provide
opportunities for children and young people
to participate in the further development of
guidelines on how children and young
people should be consulted about their
care. Tusla
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G20 Ensure the views presented by children and young people in participatory forums and consultations
are taken into account by the formal political and policy-making process, and that feedback to the young
people is always provided in return.

G20.1 Further develop relationship
between Comhairle na nOg National
Executive and the political and policy
making process. DCYA

G20.2 The role and capacity of Comhairle na &
nOg will be enhanced through the
development and implementation of a 5-
year Comhairle na nOg Development Plan,
aligned to Local Government structures and
policies, and including children under the
age of 12 and children and young people
who are seldom heard. DCYA (Lead),
DHPLG, LGMA (Partners)

G20.4 Development and oversight of
application, evaluation and award process
for the Combhairle na nOg Development
Fund to support Local Authorities for Year 3.
DCYA

G20.5 Support and training to Comhairle na &
nOg across the country will be maintained
to ensure the development of best practice.
DCYA (Lead), DHPLG (Partner)

G20.6 Dail na nOg 2017 will be held and a
National Executive will be elected to
implement its recommendation. DCYA

G20.7 Participation by young people up to
25 in the EU Structured Dialogue process
will be facilitated in Year 3. DCYA
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G21 Establish a Children and Young People’s Participation Hub to support Government Departments and
agencies in the implementation of the National Strategy on Children and Young People's Participation
in Decision-making.

G21.2 The DCYA Children and Young
People’s Participation Support Team will
continue to provide leadership, guidance
and support for children and young people’s
participation initiatives across Government
in Year 3. DCYA

G21.3 Collaboration with CYPSC s and other
stakeholders on the development of
guidance will commence. Build on progress of
previous Years. DCYA

G21.4 Collaboration with Barnardos on the
development of practical toolkits will
commence. Build on progress of previous
Years. DCYA

G21.5 Practical toolkits will be developed to v &
provide guidance to Local Authorities on
effective methodologies for consulting with
children and young people in planning and
regeneration projects.

The DHPLG will commence collaboration
with the DCYA on the development of
practical toolkits. DCYA (Lead), DHPLG

G21.6 Training for the Mental Health
Inspectorate in meeting with child service
users will be developed. MHC

G21.7 A National Awareness campaign will v
be conducted to promote a culture of
children and young people’s right to
participate in decision-making. DCYA
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G21.8 Through Hub na nOg, the DCYA will
form partnerships with third-level and adult
education institutions to oversee
development of education and training on
children’s right to participation in decision-
making for professionals who work with and
on behalf of children and young people.
DCYA, DES
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
5.13 Work with children and young people to help them contribute to their own community and safety,
ensuring a positive relationship between An Garda Siochdna, children and young people.

5.13.1 Roll out of the Internet Safety and v Y
Cyber bullying programme for Teachers,
Parents and the Community.

Develop websites and other social media
that is youth friendly, accessible and
contains useful links and relevant
information for children and young people
will be developed. Engage directly with
young people, youth organisations and
educational institutions.

The Joint Policing committees will improve
their engagement with young people’s
organisations such as CNN in discussions of
local crime and community safety issues.
AGS (Lead), DCYA, DES (Partners)

5.13.2 The Joint Policing Committees will Y Y
engage with Comhairle na nOg and other
young people’s organisations when local
crime and community safety issues are
discussed in Year 3. DJE (Lead), DCYA, AGS
(Partners)
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The appendix contains the complete set of returned templates supplied by each government department/agency. The templates provide specific details on

the current status of the Year 3 Actions.

Submitted Action Plan Update Templates

Template 1: Department of Children and Youth Affairs

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

G14.1 Undertake an audit of participatory practice. DCYA

Youth Reform and

Participation Unit

This action will be progressed
as part of the Hub na nOg
work planin 2019.

G14.2 Government Departments and agencies will consult
with children and young people appropriately in the
development of policy, legislation, research and services,
with the support of the DCYA. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG,
DRCD, DCCAE, DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE, LGMA, MHC,
Tusla, AGS

Youth Reform and

Participation Unit

In 2018, DCYA has consulted
with children and young
people, in partnership with
other Government

Child Care Legislation and
Children's Rights Policy
Unit

The GAL Bill is being drafted
by the Office of the
Parliamentary Counsel
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

Departments and Agencies
e.g. The Garda Youth
Diversion Programme (DJE),
Oberstown (DJE), Adoption
(DCYA), Guardian ad Litum
(DCYA), Creative Ireland —
Creative Youth (DCHG) and
The Heritage Council’s
National Strategy.

Child Care Legislation and
Children's Rights Policy Unit

Government approval has
been obtained to establish a
national Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) service as an
executive office under the
DCYA. The General Scheme
has been approved by
Government.

(OPC) in close consultation
with the DCYA policy and
legislation Units.

Consultation with children
and young people is a key
component of the planning
for the new GAL office. The
Policy Unit is working
closely with the Youth
Reform and Participation
Unit, Hub na nOg and Tusla
to design a consultation

process. Recruitment of
children will begin in
September 2018.

On the Review of the 1991
Act, DCYA are working
closely with Tusla to
identify areas for reform.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

The Child Care Act 1991 is
being reviewed separately
to the reform of the GAL
arrangements. The DCYA
has completed a public
consultation process on the
review of the Act.

As part of this process,
children and young people
will be consulted in 2019.

G14.6 Mechanisms to be put in place to ensure the active
participation of children and young people in the planning,
development, delivery and evaluation of services, which will
lead to real change. Tusla (Lead), DCYA (Partner)

The Tusla Programme
Development Cross
Government  Framework
Unit

Children and young people
engaged in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Futures
(BOBF) implementation
through the Comhairle na
nOg National Executive and
Young Voices Group.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised In Progress

The Tusla  Programme
Development Cross
Government Framework
Unit (TPDCGFU) worked
with the Youth Reform and
Participation Unit to
develop guidance on
children and young people’s
participation on local
Children and Young People’s
Services Committees
(CYPSC).

G14.8 Additional feedback mechanisms to capture children’s Youth Reform and
input will be developed and used to inform existing and Participation Unit

innovative library services for children. LGMA, DRCD, DCYA ) o ]
This action is not applicable

for this calendar year.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised In Progress

G14.17 Reporting on the implementation of the National Early Years
Early Years Strategy (2014) to include the participation of

children in decision-making. DCYA First 5, the National

Strategy for Babies, Young
Children and their Families
2019-2028 will be
published in November
2018. A consultation with
young children aged 3-5
informed its development.
First 5 commits to
developing methodologies
to engage with young
children in decision-making
and to ensure young
children contribute to First
5 oversight and
implementation.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

G14.18 Determine, possibly by survey, the extent to which
the voice of the child is included in decision-making in early
years services.

Promote consultation with young children using the network
of support services in place in the early years’ sector. DES
(Lead), DCYA (Partner)

Early Years

The opportunities provided
to young children to take
the lead and to make
choices and decisions are
currently observed as part
of the inspection of early
years settings undertaken
by the inspectorates of Tusla
and the Department of
Education and Skills.

Consultation with young
children is promoted
through the inspection
frameworks and through
the national quality (Siolta)
and curriculum (Aistear)
frameworks. The National
Siolta  Aistear Initiative
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

promotes awareness of
these frameworks through
Better Start National Quality
Development Service, local
City/County Childcare
Committees, the Area-
Based Childhood Initiative
and the National Voluntary
Childcare Organisations.

G14.19 The participation of young people in decision-making
to be included in the reporting of the implementation of the
National Youth Strategy. DCYA

Youth Affairs Unit

The purpose of the
consultation was to ensure
that the development of the
National Youth Strategy was
informed by the views of all
relevant stakeholders,
including young people up
to the age of 24, as well as
experts and academics. The
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

NYS is now in place since
2015.

G14.29 Quality Standards Framework for staff-led youth
projects and Quality Standards for Volunteer-led Youth
Groups to be implemented in Year 3. DCYA

Youth Affairs Unit

The Quality Standards
Framework for Staff-led
Youth Projects and Quality
Standards for Volunteer-led
Youth Groups are both
cyclical therefore they are
achieved every three years
for NQSF or annually for the
club standards.

Implementation is on-going
and actively supported by
DCYA.

G14.33 Young people to be consulted as part of the
development of the National Obesity Strategy. DoH (Lead),
DCYA (Partner)

Youth Reform and
Participation Unit

83



THIRD ACTION PLAN UPDATE2018 @ @ ®@ ® ®

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised

In Progress

The Youth Reform and
Participation ~ Unit  has
consulted with children and
young people, in
partnership with the
Department of Health, to
inform the development of
the National Obesity
Strategy.

G14.45 Children and young people will be consulted as part
of the development of the national outcome indicators and
the National wellbeing indicator set. DCYA

Research Unit

A discrete exercise was
undertaken (Qtrl 2016) to
review and document
consultations  undertaken
with children and young
people by the Youth Reform
and Participation Unit. This
document informed expert
and stakeholder

84



THIRD ACTION PLAN UPDATE2018 @ @ ®@ ® ®

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.

Finalised In Progress

consultations in the
production of a set of child
indicators for Better
Outcomes Brighter Futures.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express their views in all matters affecting them
and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children.

Finalised In Progress

G15.1 Establish Hub na nOg. DCYA Youth Reform and
Participation Unit

DCYA launched Hub na nOg -
the Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub,
in November 2017. The Hub
has established a number of
advisory panels of children
and young people, including
those of ‘seldom heard’
children, to ensure their
views are expressed in all
matters affecting them.

86



THIRD ACTION PLAN UPDATE2018 @ @ ®@ ® ®

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express their views in all matters affecting them
and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children.

Finalised In Progress

G15.2 All Statements of Strategy published in Year 3 will | Youth Reform and
include participation of children and young people as an | Participation Unit
objective and an action. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DCRD,

DCCAE, DJE, DoH, DTTAS The participation of children

and young people is included
in Strategic Objective 4 of
the DCYA Statement of
Strategy 2016-2018:
‘Oversee and develop
national and local structures
for participation by children
and young people in
decision-making’.

G15.3 Building on existing mechanisms, incremental | Youth Reform and | Irish Youth Justice Service
progress will be made on funding criteria for publicly funded | Participation Unit
programmes and schemes that are relevant to children and
young people, requiring consultation with children and

Progress and updating is
The Youth Reform and | on-going in the
Participation Unit has | development and renewal
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express their views in all matters affecting them
and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children.

Finalised

In Progress

young people. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DCRD, DCCAE,
DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE, LGMA, MHC, Tusla, AGS

included for Play and
Recreation, consultation
with children and young
people as a criterion for
funding under the DCYA
Capital Grant Scheme for
Play and Recreation and
made it a requirement for
funding for National Play Day
and National Recreation
Week.

Early Years

Consultation with  young
children is promoted
through the national
inspection frameworks and
the national quality (Siolta)

of SLA’s in relation to
Extern,

Cheile.

EPIC, YAP and Le
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:

G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express their views in all matters affecting them
and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children.

Finalised In Progress

and curriculum (Aistear)
frameworks. Early Years
Settings on contract to
deliver DCYA programmes
are required to implement
these frameworks.

Research Unit

Growing Up in Ireland (GUI)
is committed to meaningful
engagement with children
and young people to inform
the development of survey
instruments for each wave of
data collection.
Consultations take place for
each wave and there are 3
full waves of data collection
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Finalised In Progress

in GUI Phase 2 (2015-19). In
2017, a series of focus
groups were carried out that
informed the design of the
instrumentation for the pilot
and main phases of data
collection for the Child
Cohort at 20-years-of-age.

Youth Affairs Unit

This is being added to all new
funding schemes as a

criteria.
G15.4 Government Departments and Agencies that provide | Youth Reform and | Child Care Legislation and
services for children and young people will develop child- | Participation Unit Children's Rights Policy
and youth-friendly feedback and complaints mechanisms, Unit

The Youth Reform and
Participation Unit developed
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with Hub na nOg. DCYA, DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DRCD, DCCAE,
DIJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA, HSE, LGMA, MHC, Tusla, AGS

Finalised

In Progress

the Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub,
launched in 2017, which will
assist with supporting
Government  departments
and agencies with
developing child and youth
friendly  feedback and
complaints mechanisms.

The Tusla
Development
Government
Unit

Programme
Cross
Framework

Children and Young People
were consulted as part of the
Mid-Term review of BOBF.

The DCYA is mindful of the
need to impart a child
friendly feedback system
into the new GAL office, so
as to ensure a positive
culture of learning and best
practise in terms of service
provision and care.

Early Years

First 5, the National
Strategy for Babies, Young
Children and their Families
2019-2028 commits to
developing methodologies
to engage with young
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Finalised

and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children.

In Progress

Youth Affairs Unit

In implementing the NQSF
and Club Quality Standards,
feedback opportunities for
young people are in-built.

children in decision-

making.
Irish Youth Justice Service

EPIC have been involved in
developing the
‘Information for Young
People’ for young people in

influence the development of policies and services. DCYA,
DCHG, DES, DHPLG, DRCD, DCCAE, DJE, DoH, DTTAS, HIQA,
HSE, LGMA, MHC, Tusla, AGS

undertaken by the Youth
Reform and Participation
Unit involve a report writer

detention in consultation
with the Campus Boys
Council.
G15.5 Data collection, evaluation and monitoring of children | Youth Reform and | Early Years
and youn