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ENERGY SECURITY REVIEW
I am making this submission as a private citizen and resident of |l town.

| note, as introduction, that in this part of the country most people rely on oil boilers for home heating, and there are a
lot of older properties which badly need to be insulated to keep people warm in their homes. The current SEAI grant
scheme is skewed towards people making a huge, often impossible, outlay for a deep retrofit, and is thus of little use in
helping households change to better energy efficiency and lower emissions.

As a citizen and parent | am concerned about the current vulnerability of our energy supply, but also of many interlinked
systems on which we rely for basic needs such as food, water and health. Any energy security strategy must take
account of these if it is to be viable in the long term.

It is our reliance on fossil fuel which has created the current crisis, making much of Europe vulnerable to aggressive and
volatile supply states such as Russia. It is also causing climate destabilisation and environmental collapse, which will
cause further shocks to food and water systems and geopolitical stability. https://www.wfp.org/stories/act-now-
climate-crisis-or-millions-more-will-be-pushed-hunger-and-famine

For this reason it is critical that the right decisions are made now on a way forward that does no further damage and
secures a robust, independent supply of power to support both our basic needs and wellbeing as citizens, and a thriving
economy.

Every crisis is also an opportunity. This is our opportunity to change to clean, secure forms of energy production. From
personal research and looking through the expert CEPA Security of Supply report, | conclude that we need to:

- URGENTLY DECOUPLE ENERGY SUPPLY FROM FOSSIL FUELS:

. DOUBLE DOWN ON OFFSHORE WIND AND SOLAR: Ireland has the potential to be a leader in offshore wind, but
only if we move quickly. Renewables offer the chance to cut costs, create local jobs and reduce our dependence on
imports for energy. We're moving that way, but not fast enough. Build out the infrastructure as if it was a national
emergency - which it is - and create incentives for investment and R&D.

. CUT RED TAPE ON RENEWABLES PLANNING: This seems to be a problem in both wind and solar development.
Eg, Rose Mary McDonagh of the IFA says tax laws remain a barrier to many farmers leasing their land to solar energy
developers. https://www.businesspost.ie/news-focus/lorcan-allen-after-a-late-start-ireland-finally-turns-its-face-to-

the-sun/















