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Organic food is also sustainable food 

– agree or disagree?

https://www.naturespath.com/en-us/

https://www.sustainability-times.com/







Anxiety about the future can lead to despair, depression 

and apathy













The Doughnut of social foundations and planetary boundaries (Raworth 2017)



SDGs & IDGs



What is education for? (modified after Biesta, 2012)

Subjectification

Socialisation

Qualification



Source: creative commons



Whole School Approach (WSA) 

Source: Wals & Mathie, 2022



Curriculum

 As a complicated conversation (Pinar)

 Localized/place-based

 Responsive/Adaptive: Emergent –
Event/situation based

 Balanced (eco)socialisation, qualification
and subjectification (Biesta)

CURRICULUM

Design, 
Content, 

Assessment



Local Sustainability Investigations



CURRICULUM

Design, 
Content, 

Assessment



Pedagogy & Learning

 Inquiry-curiosity based

 Values-based – pedagogy of care (Noddings)

 Place-based immersive situated learning
‘pedagogy of entanglement’ (Wessels, 2022; 

Weldemariam, 2020)

 Embodied learning

 Transgressive learning

 ................

PEDAGOGY & 

LEARNING

New/alternative 
learning processes 

and learning 
environments





Resistance Pedagogy – going against the grain

 Asking difficult questions

 Questioning the normal

 Eliciting underlying principles, values and 
mechanisms

 Piquing behind the curtains (agro-industry, 
sweatshops, fake-news, nudging)

 Space for alternatives, doing things 
differently and doing different things





Institutional

Practices

 Enacting a sustainable, equitable, 
healthy and democratic centre/school 
for real!

 All staff and children can provide input 
and are heard

 ‘walking the talk’ and ‘we make the
road by walking’

INSTITUTIONAL 

PRACTICES

Walking the talk: 
experimenting with and learning 

from creating sustainability 
on location





Source: repairtogether.be/nl/repair-cafes-in-cijfers/





Community 

Connections

 Involving/including local actors (parents, 
NGO’s, circular enterprises, etc. 

 Brokering and nurturing good
relationships

 How can the centre’s surroundings
become a living resources for unfolding
everyone’s sustainability potential?

COMMUNITY-

CONNECTIONS

School-society
interface



Example Living Labs & 

Citizen Science

Source: AMS/Steen and van Beuren, 2017

EDUCATION

New studies, 

courses & 

forms of 

teaching & 

learning

RESEARCH

New tools, 

methods & 

methodologies

COMMUNITY-

CONNECTIONS

School-society
interface



Capacity-Building

 What competencies & qualities are 
needed?

 Where/how/when are they developed? 

 What is the role of teacher education?

 What is your centre/school doing in 
this regard?

CAPACITY-

BUILDING

Continued 
professional 
development 

of all staff





 What is the purpose of our education?

 What might we be strengthening in our
children/students/citizens and the world, 
what might we be weakening, ignoring or 
silencing?

 What kind of leadership is needed?

 What is the role of children, youth, 
students, citizens in leadership (space for 
co-creation)?

Vision, Ethos and Leadership

VISION, ETHOS, 

LEADERSHIP & 

COORDINATION 





Source: UNESCO, 2016 /GEM2016 Report



community food
culinary center, lotus 

foods, hot bread kitchen
clean energy

wind, solar, biomass, efficiency, 
local solutions, smart grid

liquid democracy
state department impact 

investing, occupy wall street, 
decline of the west global power 
shift, the rise of the east, mideast

uprinsings

social networks
world cafe, facebook, hubs, 

youtube, bamyan media, 
accelerators, {E}nstitute, TedEd, 

social incubators

smart cities
smartmobs, the rise of the south, 

the rise of cities

self-discovery
ted talks, khan academy, institute

of play, real-time learning, new 
culture of learning, 

tribes
collaborative consumption, 
peer2peer, crowdsourcing

the planet
the god particle,  diversity,  
urthecast, the biosphere

technology acceleration
digital medicine, nanotechnology, 

3D-printing, gesture based
computing, fablabs, robotics, 

material science, artificial
intelligence, sensors&networks, 

sixth sence

crowd funding
indie, gogo, microfinance, 

kickstarter, time banks, impact 
investing, crowdfunder.com

socially responsible investing
corporate social, social impact 

bonds, responsibility, screw
business as usual

social entrepreneurship
impact investing, b-corp, micro-

franchising, social business, 
formation of social capital, SOCAP

hot zones

design revolution
smart objects, gaming, self-

quantifiers, hive mind, smart 
phone, abundance, world game, 
DIY Innovator, well being, social

innovation

tipping points

Sustainability 
Movement?

redrawn from “the world we all want project” 
(Mark Beam)

local energy
independence

local
food localization

of power

social
networks

bio-engineering

collaborative
problem solving

peer to peer
exchange

collective
intelligence

distributed
manufacturing

social
innovation

peer 
financing

business + 
impact

local
ecosystems



Some guideposts

 Create spaces where learners can experientially investigate 

existential issues rooted in their life-world and local environment 

while being mindful of the bigger picture

 Promote and support a systems approach – e.g. by linking with SDGs 

– also as a subject-matter teacher – ‘whole subject approach’

 Rethink teaching in light of the competencies and qualities that 

matter in light of the global challenges at hand

 Utilize diversity and multiple perspectives – looking for synergy but 

also for contestation and conflict – ‘the difficult middle.’

 Replace a culture of fear and powerlessness with a pedagogy of hope, 

space for action and an ethic of care



Source: Banksy

Twitter: @arjenwals

Email: arjen.wals@wur.nl

Blog: www.transformativelearning.nl

Thank you!


