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Council (2022 – 2025)

• 26 members from 20 nominating 
bodies

• Advisory and representative; doesn’t 
decide policy 

• Key relationship with the 
Department of Education and the 
Education Partners 

• Not an implementing body

• Unique model of curriculum 
development in Europe 



Developing curriculum and assessment advice

Researching Networking

Deliberating Consulting 

Advice
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Education for Sustainable Development 
• 6 unique international jurisdictions

• UNESCO vision for ESD 

• The expressed aim for ESD in EC, 
Primary and PP Education

• Where does ESD sit within 
curriculum frameworks

• What ESD content knowledge in 
curriculum 

• How is ESD in the curriculum 
encouraged and supported 



Voices Inclusivity and 
diversity 

Putting voices in 
conversation with 
each other

Goal 4: 

Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality 
education and 
promote lifelong 
learning opportunities 
for all Created by students at St Joseph’s Secondary School, Rush, Dublin



• Active 

• Agentic 

• Capable 

• Caring

• Curious

• Unique 

Image: Young people 



Current main areas of work

Updating Aistear: the Early 
Childhood Curriculum 

Framework 

Redeveloping the Primary 
Curriculum

Supporting the 
implementation of the 
Framework for Junior 

Cycle 

Redeveloping Senior   
Cycle

Supporting all 
children/students



ESD in Aistear

• Principles 

• Agentic Global Citizens 

• Learning environment  - I have a responsibility to care for myself and my 
environment so help me to live sustainably.

• Themes

• Wellbeing: includes a learning goal related to sustainability stating: 

Through nurturing relationships within a supportive environment, children will 

explore and identify their place in the world, and be empowered to live 

sustainably as agentic, respectful, caring, compassionate global citizens. 

• Exploring and Thinking: includes an even greater focus on living sustainably 
with the addition of a new aim and learning goals focusing on nature and the 
outdoors 



ESD in the Primary School Curriculum







Social and Environmental Education

The European Declaration 
on Global Education to 
2050



ESD in Senior Cycle 

New Leaving Certificate 
Subject: Climate Action and 
Sustainability 
Phased basis from Sep 2025
Supporting purpose and vision 
for a redeveloped senior cycle 



Enabling 
curriculum change 

…build bridges between many levels, factors 
and actors (Van den Akker)



• www.ncca.ie

• www.curriculumonline.ie

• @NCCAie

• info@ncca newsletter 
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http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.curriculumonline.ie/

