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In This Session
• What is Universal Design

• How it Relates to 
Sustainability

• About the ALTITUDE Charter
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What is Universal Design?

Universal Design
“means the design of products, 
environments, programmes and 
services to be usable by all 
people, to the greatest extent 
possible, without the need for 
adaptation or specialized design. 
– UNCRPD Article 2”
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Universal Design (UD) in Action
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From UD to UDL

Why?

What?

How?

• 3 Core Principles 
• Broken Into 9 Guidelines 
• Supported by 31 Checkpoints

• http://udlguidelines.cast.org

http://udlguidelines.cast.org/?utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_source=cast-about-udl
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UD – A more 
sustainable approach 
to Inclusion

Traditional Differentiation 
and Add-on Supports:
Reactive – Putting up ladders

UD/UDL: 
Proactive – Smashing down walls
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https://www.inderscienceonline.com/doi/abs/10.1504/IJHES.2020.108611
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UD – Already a Key Policy Objective



ALTITUDE

THE NATIONAL CHARTER FOR UNIVERSAL DESIGN IN

TERTIARY EDUCATION



Who’s 
Involved?



Draft Vision
“Tertiary education institutions where all learners are transformatively
included through universal design in education.”

Draft Mission

“To support HEIs and ETBs to make sustainable progress towards systemically 
embedding a universal design approach, which places human diversity at the 
heart of tertiary education design and fosters student success for all.”



Goals of the Charter Project

• Provide a vehicle for HEIs and ETBs (institutions) to declare their intent 

• Promote the development of institutional policies, structures, and strategies 

• Anchor a culture of shared responsibility for universal design, access & inclusion 

• Develop a more unified language of and commitment to a universal design approach 

• Support institutions to work towards goals in a range of key national and international 
strategies



The 4 Pillars of UD in Education

THE NATIONAL CHARTER FOR UNIVERSAL DESIGN IN

TERTIARY EDUCATION

Strategic Foundations & Scaffolding

Teaching & Learning
Supports, Services & 
Social Engagement

Physical Environment Digital Environment

(Burgstahler, 2009; Kelly & Padden, 2018)



Where it’s at

• Large scale consultation almost completed – staff, learners and 
national stakeholders

• Advanced draft completed

• Charter and National Discussion Paper to be Launched March 2024

• Hoped that formal adoption will begin in late 24’/early 25’
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Resources for Further Exploration

ALTITUDE Project Page

CAST – UDL Guidelines

UDL for FET Resource Hub

University for All Resource Hub

National Access Plan 2022-28

FET Strategy 2020-24

https://www.itsligo.ie/administration/registrar/udl/ud-charter-path-4-information/
https://www.itsligo.ie/administration/registrar/udl/ud-charter-path-4-information/
https://www.itsligo.ie/administration/registrar/udl/ud-charter-path-4-information/
https://www.ucd.ie/universityforall/resourcehub/
https://hea.ie/policy/access-policy/national-access-plan-2022-2028/
https://www.solas.ie/f/70398/x/64d0718c9e/solas_fet_strategy_web.pdf

