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Introduction • Dr. Anne Dolan

• Lecturer in Primary Geography

• Mary Immaculate College, Limerick.

• Anne.dolan@mic.ul.ie
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From a distance…. Nancy Griffiths



David 
Attenborough

“No one will protect what they don't care about; 
and no one will care about what they have never 
experienced”







Why outdoor 
learning?

• developing knowledge and 
understanding about the 
environment in the environment;

• fostering positive attitudes 
towards management and 
stewardship of the environment; 
and

• most importantly develop a love for 
the outdoors and the world around 
them!!



How can we ACT as 
teachers?

• Awe and wonder

• Consult

• Teach



Adopt an enquiry 
approach

… encourages pupils ask questions and 
seek to answer them

...often facilitated and exemplified 
through outdoor learning, by 
employing fieldwork skills. Geography 
provides transformative opportunities 
for learning in the environment as well 
as from it, about it and for it. 
(Pickering, 2017)



Sensory Learning



Discover the magic of nature







Exploring my local area



Student teachers exploring



An Choill Bheag



Using nature as your canvas





Moving the 
art studio 
outside





Useful websites

www.heritageinschools.ie

www.irishforestschoolassociation.ie

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/bioblitz/

http://www.heritageinschools.ie/
http://www.irishforestschoolassociation.ie/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/bioblitz/


Share good news stories
Galway forest park flourishes in just two decades (rte.ie)

https://www.rte.ie/news/regional/2021/1107/1258455-terryland-forest-park/



