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Integrating the new elements into the SWOT analysis highlights Ireland’s strengthened position in the green hydrogen 

and E-Methanol production landscape, leveraging its geographical advantages and strategic infrastructure 

investments. 

Missed Strategic Advantage: Failure to act on these opportunities outlined below risks Ireland’s position in 

EU energy security, emphasizing the urgent need for investment in the proposed infrastructure to avoid becoming 

peripheral in the European energy landscape. 

This expanded approach underscores Ireland’s potential to become a central hub in the European green energy 

network, emphasizing the critical need for timely action to seize these strategic opportunities. 

• An immediate decision is required on how 15 to 20 GW of Green energy in the form of Hydrogen and 

Electricity is going to be transmitted across the county from Moneypoint to Ringaskiddy for onward 

export to our EU partners in Europe considering the UK will be an aggressive competitor for the same 

market.  The design of the M20 between Limerick and Cork will be finalised by mid-April 2024   

• Increasing levels of certainty and clarity are needed. 

• Transitioning from conceptual to specific implementations. 

• Coordination with the Future Framework and Industrial Strategy is crucial. 

ALL THE SCREENSHOTS AND MORE ARE INCLUDED IN THE DECK ACCESSIBLE VIA THE LINK BELOW PLEASE RUN IN 

PRESENTATION MODE AS SOME SLIDES HAVE A LOT OF ANIMATION 

The Power to Make a Difference for Future Irish Generations February 21st 2024 for the submission Compressed. 

ppsx 
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ACTION PLAN  

 

Step 1.  Put an H2 Pipe and a 15 KV HVDC and High-Capacity Fibre Array under or beside the M20 and extension road 

to Foynes.  Unfortunately, the opportunity to place this inter-EU state "Green Energy and Data Corridor" under the 

M28 from the Cork ring road to Ringaskiddy has already been missed as construction has commenced. 

 

Step 2.  Given what I sent you yesterday please open negotiations with the US that they are using Moneypoint Jetty 

as a beachhead for supplying heavily subsidised US-produced GREEN Hydrogen under the "Inflation Reduction Act 

".   Specialised barges can transport H2 to small ports across Western Europe and Ireland not yet connected to the 

extended circular H2 Backbone Pipeline.   At the quayside, the H2 can be converted to E Methanol by combining it 

with locally captured CO2 to produce this valuable Green Bunker for Vessels and Trawlers plus heavy Agricultural 

Machinery fuel. 

 

The aforementioned circular H2 Backbone is an extension of Pat Cox's "Scandinavian to the Mediterranean Ten T 

Transport" corridor via the already in feasibility planning stage "Green Energy corridor" from Bremerhaven to 

Aberdeen. 

 

The next step is just to extend the above to Edinburgh to Glasgow, then on to Larne and from there down the "Irish 

Sea" hugging the coastline to Kinsale feeding every port in between with H2 to be converted at the quayside to 

Methanol. The pipeline and accompanying 15GW (21 times the capacity of the current Celtic Connector) plus High-

Capacity Fibre array heads across the Celtic Sea to Le Havre, not Roscoff. The reason is that if landed at Roscoff it is 

highly likely that Marie Le Pen followers will be as resistant to pylons as the farmers along the North-South Connector 

and indeed what Golden Vale Farmers will likely be as well.   The "icing on the cake" for both the Washington and 

Brussels strategists is the spur to Moneypoint to pick up US imported gas until 2037 when we may have an 

indigenous H2 production capacity.  
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These steps would not only secure Ireland's energy independence but also position it as a key player in the EU's 

transition to green energy. 

Maximize Wind Energy Potential: Ireland's significant offshore wind resources (30GW in the pipeline, with 

a goal of 5GW operational by 2030) present an opportunity to lead in green hydrogen production. This can mitigate 

grid congestion and promote energy storage and export but first enabling energy imports via Moneypoint. 

Existing infrastructure, like Moneypoint, offers the potential for repurposing towards green hydrogen. 
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Given the above inhibitors and the massive avoidable financial burden of Carbon Tax on Diesel and Heavy fuel-

guzzling vessels, Ireland must consider the possibility of a pipeline from Moneypoint carrying US-produced Gas being 

placed under or beside the M20 and the extension to Foynes. This pipeline could also head up under the Irish Sea to 

Larne and feed all ports in between with H2 for the local production of E-Methanol as a Bunker fuel for all vessels 

including ferries and fishing trawlers.  Once in Larne cross over to Glasgow and then Edinburgh and up to Aberdeen 

before coming part of the already designed Aberdeen to Northern Germany H2 pipeline as part of the Scandinavian 

to Mediterranean Ten-T Transport Corridor chaired by .  

The result would be a much more secure circular Hydrogen Pipeline connecting Le Havre to Bremerhaven via Ireland 

North and South plus Scotland. Circular networks are always more secure and the access to Green Hydrogen in 

Moneypoint makes it even more secure.   Furthermore, US Green Hydrogen could be shipped in specialised barges 

from Moneypoint to every small port across Western Europe not yet connected to the aforementioned European 

Hydrogen Backbone.   On the risks side if Ireland Does not take this ACTION now like placing HVDC cable arrays and 

an H2 pipeline under the M20 motorway from Moneypoint to Ringaskiddy then this proud Irish Nation will become 

as relevant to the EU energy security as the Canary Islands 

Develop Hydrogen Infrastructure:** Transition towards a hydrogen economy, starting with a hydrogen 

valley network around Cork by 2035, leveraging both local production and imports.  
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Support Green Bunker Fuels: Facilitate access to green bunker fuels for shipping, fishing, and ferry 

companies at Irish ports, aligning with Ireland's maritime logistics and commitment to decarbonization. 

In addition to these environmental benefits, the pharma and food processing industries would also enjoy lower 

Scope 3 emissions, on top of the benefits of the Ethanol Recovery initiative in the Scope 1 and 2 arenas. 

 

PACIFYING THE POTENTIAL OBJECTORS TO HARD BOTTOM WIND FARMS IN THE IRISH SEA. 
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In particular, I want to emphasize the benefits of using modular methanol production units that can be located on the 

quaysides of every commercial and fishing port down the East Coast plus Foynes, Auganish, Tarbert, Ballylongford 

and the Clare side, Moneypoint,  Kildysart and Shannon Aviation Fuel tank yard and jetty plus of course Limerick City 

as well.  

These modular units will be able to capture locally sourced CO2 from the farming and industrial sectors, thereby 

helping to reduce the pressure on farmers to reduce their herd sizes.   

It will also pacify any Fishermen and Environmentalists who have the potential to disrupt the ongoing development 

of fixed-bottom wind farms in the Irish Sea,  it also avoids overland power gas and data transmission disputes with 

local farmers given the disruption caused by the tree-hugging back in the time of the “Glen of the Downes” protests 

over the widening of the M11 through the Wicklow Glens  

As you can see in the very important link below Amazon has already spotted this opportunity to leverage Ethanol 

https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/sustainability/amazon-zero-carbon-

shipping#:~:text=The%20effort%2C%20led%20by%20our,emissions%20compared%20to%20other%20fuels. 

Key Risk: The long-term nature of the strategy and reliance on a single, competitive route for EU connection 

through the UK are significant risks that could impact Ireland's ambition to be a leader in green hydrogen within the 

EU. Immediate action to diversify connections and accelerate infrastructure development is crucial to mitigating 

these risks. 

Immediate action in these areas will position Ireland as a key player in green energy within the EU, leveraging its 

unique geographic and resource advantages. 

A single 400 kV network line, under the assumed conditions (1,500 A current and a 0.9 power factor), can carry 

approximately 0.935 GW of electricity. Therefore, three such lines can carry about 2.806 GW of electricity in 

total.  It's important to note that this is a simplified estimation. The actual capacity can vary significantly based on 

specific line constructions, environmental conditions, and operational practices. 

Therefore, six number 400 KV lines from Moneypoint going outside Dublin can carry only 5.6GW. 

So,  per the graph below how can we get 15GW of the 20GW mentioned in the image below from the West coast to 

Cork for relay to Continental Europe? Please see my last request below the image  

Given the North South Interconnector debacle for the last 11 years plus a host of other militant approaches by 

NIMBY proponents like Shell to Sea, LNG and M11 there is zero chance of running six 400 KV lines using pylons from 

Clare to Cork and onto Europe. 

The only hope for West Clare is the US Gas Transhipment as using the existing Moneypoint jetty is a no-brainer when 

you consider the huge tax benefits they would get under the "Inflation Reduction Act”.  
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A more specific SWOT analysis based on the report and the recent Eirgrid and Gas 

Network Ireland reports.    The Power to Make a Difference for Future Irish Generations February 21st 2024 

for the submission Compressed. ppsx 

Strengths  

➢ Robust Offshore Wind Potential: Ireland's significant wind projects set a strong foundation for green 

hydrogen production. 

➢ Strategic Infrastructure & US Partnerships: The potential use of Moneypoint and strategic partnerships with 

US companies strengthen Ireland's position in green hydrogen production and distribution. 

➢ Robust Offshore Wind Potential: With 30GW of offshore wind projects in the pipeline, Ireland is well-

positioned to lead in green hydrogen production. 

➢ Strategic Infrastructure Development: Plans to develop a hydrogen infrastructure, including a hydrogen valley 

in Cork, enhance Ireland’s capability for green energy production and storage. 

➢ Offshore Wind Potential & US Partnership: Ireland's extensive offshore wind resources, complemented by 

potential investments from US energy companies leveraging the Inflation Reduction Act, present a robust 

foundation for leading in green hydrogen production. 

➢ Strategic Infrastructure & Tax Incentives: Plans for hydrogen infrastructure, including leveraging Moneypoint 

Power Station for imports and a hydrogen valley in Cork, are bolstered by attractive tax incentives for foreign 

investment. 

➢ Potential partnerships with US energy companies under favourable tax incentives like President Joe Biden’s 

“Inflation Reduction Act”. 

➢ Strategic geographical position for harnessing wind energy and importation up to 2037 and production 

thereafter of green hydrogen.  

➢ Given the benefits of a circular main from Bremerhaven to Le Havre via Scotland and Ireland, there should be 

strong EU and US support for the envisaged green energy and data corridor initiatives. 

➢  

Weaknesses: 
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➢ Long-Term Execution & Dependency: The 2040 timeline and reliance on the UK for hydrogen as feedstock for 

E-Methanol for shipping to both global and EU markets will introduce vulnerabilities due to geopolitical and 

market changes. 

➢ Dependency on UK Interconnector: Reliance on a single route through the UK for EU connections could 

introduce strategic vulnerabilities and could be complicated by geopolitical tensions or competitive strategies 

as England will be striving to be the dominant supplier of Green Energy to Germany, Denmark, Benelux 

countries and French markets as a competitor to both Irish and US interests, hence the pipeline directly from 

Ringaskiddy to Le Havre  

➢ Market and Technological Uncertainties: The evolving nature of green hydrogen technologies and fluctuating 

market demands could impact the feasibility and competitiveness of Ireland’s green hydrogen initiatives. 

➢ Key Risk: The long-term nature of the strategy and reliance on a single, competitive route for EU connection 

through the UK are significant risks that could impact Ireland's ambition to be a leader in green hydrogen 

within the EU. Immediate action to diversify connections and accelerate infrastructure development is crucial 

to mitigating these risks. 

➢ Long-Term Execution: The timeline extending to 2040 introduces risks associated with technological 

advancements, policy changes, and market dynamics. 

➢ Dependency on Interconnector: Reliance on the UK for hydrogen transport to the EU could pose strategic 

vulnerabilities, given competitive interests in harnessing wind energy. 

Opportunities: 

➢ EU & Global Energy Security: Maximizing wind energy and developing green hydrogen production with US 

partnership can significantly enhance Ireland's and the EU’s energy diversification and security. 

➢ Innovative Energy Transport: The possibility of importing US-produced hydrogen and integrating wind power 

en route to Europe via Cork and Le Havre opens new avenues for energy collaboration and infrastructure 

innovation. 

➢ Innovation in Green Bunker Fuels: Promoting green bunker fuels for maritime activities aligns with 

decarbonization goals and enhances Ireland's maritime logistics sector. 

➢ Innovative Circular Hydrogen Network: The envisioned pipeline from Moneypoint through the Irish Sea to 

Larne, connecting to a broader European network, presents a groundbreaking opportunity for Ireland to lead 

in green bunker fuel production. This network would not only secure energy supply but also facilitate the 

local production of E-Methanol, supporting decarbonization efforts in maritime logistics. 

➢ Innovation in Green Bunker Fuels: Developing local E-Methanol production for maritime uses aligns with 

decarbonization efforts and boosts the maritime logistics sector. 

➢ EU Energy Security Contribution: Post 2037 when Floating Wind is up to adequate sustained generation 

levels Ireland can maximize its wind energy potential and develop green hydrogen production at Moneypoint 

and as the invaluable route to market will already be in place based on US Imports via Moneypoint Ireland 

can continue to play a significant role in the EU’s energy diversification and security. 

➢ Innovation in Green Bunker Fuels: Promoting green bunker fuels for maritime activities aligns with 

decarbonization goals and enhances Ireland's maritime logistics sector. 

Threats: 

➢ Geopolitical Risks & Market Uncertainties: Dependence on geopolitical relationships for energy transport and 

the evolving nature of green hydrogen technologies pose significant uncertainties and thus risks to Ireland’s 

green hydrogen ambitions. 

➢ Potential public resistance to extensive infrastructural changes if Fishermen and environmentalists located 

along the East Coast and the route of the M20 don’t see tangible benefits like GREEN relatively cheap e-

methanol for their trawlers and farmers and co-op owners getting access to Green H2 for autoclaves etc in 

Mallow and Mitchelstown. 

➢ Strategic Miss: Without immediate action, Ireland risks missing out on cementing its role in the EU's green 

energy landscape. 
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The Government statement by Minister Eamon Ryan TD outlines Ireland's ambition and strategy to become a world 

leader in offshore renewable energy (ORE), emphasizing the potential benefits for local communities, the national 

economy, and the global environment. Here's a summary of the key policy points and their rationale: 

 

 

 

 

 



 contribution to the call for Consultation on the “Draft Offshore Renewable Energy Future Framework Policy Statement”  

 

17 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 



 contribution to the call for Consultation on the “Draft Offshore Renewable Energy Future Framework Policy Statement”  

 

18 | P a g e  
 

 

 

1. National Ambition and Strategic Approach: Ireland aims to achieve 20 GW of offshore 

renewable energy by 2040 and 37 GW by 2050. This ambition is grounded in leveraging Ireland's significant 

natural resources to secure a clean, renewable, and affordable energy supply, thereby contributing to green 

growth and export market opportunities. It aligns with the EU's climate neutrality goal by 2050, by the Paris 

Agreement.   

a. Risks 

i. The SWOT analysis deals with the Strengths Opportunities, Weaknesses and Threats  

 

 



 contribution to the call for Consultation on the “Draft Offshore Renewable Energy Future Framework Policy Statement”  

 

19 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 



 contribution to the call for Consultation on the “Draft Offshore Renewable Energy Future Framework Policy Statement”  

 

20 | P a g e  
 

 

2. Economic Benefits and Job Creation: The statement highlights the potential economic benefits of 

investing in offshore renewable energy, including job creation, and fostering green technology innovation. 

This rationale underpins the move towards sustainable development that can offer long-term economic 

prosperity through indigenous industries. 

3. Inclusive and Dynamic Policy Framework: The Future Framework Policy Statement is part of a 

broader suite of initiatives, coordinated through the Offshore Wind Delivery Taskforce. It signifies a 

commitment to a dynamic, responsive policy environment that supports evolving technologies and practices 

in the offshore renewable energy sector, including wind, wave, and tidal energy sources. 

4. Community Engagement and Environmental Protection: The policy emphasizes extensive 

community consultation and environmental safeguards as essential elements of the Designated Maritime 

Area Plan (DMAP) process. This approach aims to ensure that the development of offshore renewable energy 

is inclusive, respects local knowledge and biodiversity, and gains broad societal support. 

a. If the government want collaboration, they need to give something back to those most impacted and 

three which groups are the  

i.  Fishermen could avail of GREEN competitively priced E-Methanol 

ii. Irish Importers Exporters would avoid annually increasing punitive carbon taxes on Carbon 

Bunker Fuels like Diesel and Heavy Marine Fuel Oils as bunker fuel. 

iii. Environmentalists would witness modular (Shipping container sized Methanol Production 

Units sucking in CO2 locally as a feedstock combined with H2 from the US initially and 

eventually from the Green Hub in Moneypoint by 2037  
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5. Preparation for Future Technologies: The statement underlines the government's proactive stance 

on future technologies such as deepwater and floating wind, as well as wave energy. By planning and 

preparing the necessary frameworks and market pathways ahead of time, Ireland intends to swiftly capitalize 

on these technologies once they are ready for large-scale deployment, ensuring a competitive edge in the 

global market. 

6. Energy Security and International Connectivity: The policy sets out a vision for enhancing 

Ireland's energy security and fostering deeper connections with neighbouring states through increased 

electricity interconnection and export capabilities. This objective seeks to position Ireland as a key player in 

the European energy market, contributing to regional energy security and integration. 
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The Body of the Report  

The document outlines a comprehensive policy framework for the development of Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) 

in Ireland, setting ambitious targets and detailing the processes, benefits, and strategic considerations necessary for 

successful implementation. Here's a summary of the key action points and the potential benefits if these are 

implemented: 

 

Key Action Points 

1. Achieve Ambitious ORE Targets**: Commit to reaching 5GW by 2030, 20GW by 2040, and at least 37GW 

by 2050 to significantly increase Ireland's renewable energy capacity. 

2. Develop and Implement DMAPs**: Continue to develop Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPs) and 

Routes to Market, ensuring alignment with biodiversity protection and environmental enhancement. 

3. Streamline Consenting Processes**: Support the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) in 

developing a future Maritime Area Consent (MAC) process within ORE DMAPs to streamline project 

approvals. 

4. Enhance Grid Infrastructure**: Strengthen Ireland's electricity grid to accommodate increased ORE supply 

and demand, including assessing and developing grid offers by the Commission for the Regulation of Utilities 

(CRU) and EirGrid. 

5. Maximize Economic Return**: Implement financial measures like royalty structures and community 

benefit funds to maximize the economic benefits from ORE projects across various market scenarios. 

6. Promote Research and Data Acquisition**: Scale up the collection and sharing of maritime environmental 

data to support ORE development and environmental assessments. 

7. Focus on Domestic and Industrial Benefits**: Consider domestic demand, supply chain expansion, and 

export opportunities in planning for ORE development. 

8. Engage Public and Stakeholders**: Ensure comprehensive public participation and stakeholder 

engagement in ORE development, prioritizing local coastal communities' involvement. 

 

Potential Benefits 

1. Economic Growth and Job Creation: Substantial increase in Gross Value Added (GVA) and job 

opportunities, both direct and indirect, enhancing community wealth and employment prospects across the 

country. 

2. Energy Security and Climate Goals: Achieving net-zero emissions in the power sector before 2050, 

contributing to Ireland's long-term energy security and meeting its climate commitments. 

3. Industrial and Technological Advancements: Development of a new ORE industrial base, 

promoting innovation, and technological advancements, and positioning Ireland as a leader in renewable 

energy. 

4. Export Potential: With significant ORE capacity, Ireland can become a net exporter of renewable energy, 

contributing to the EU's green transition, and creating additional revenue streams. 

5. Environmental Protection: A plan-led approach emphasizing an ecosystems-based approach and 

environmental considerations will protect marine biodiversity and promote sustainable development. 

6. Community Benefits and Participation: Implementation of community benefit funds and public 

engagement strategies to ensure local communities share in the benefits of ORE projects. 
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Implementing these action points will position Ireland as a leader in offshore renewable energy, contributing to 

economic growth, energy security, environmental sustainability, and community well-being. 

The Benefits that will accrue via the extension of the H2 Backbone 

pipeline to Scotland and Ireland to form a circular main and use the 

Moneypoint Jetty for the Transhipment of US-produced H2 until 2037 

 

The Proposal   
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1 CARBON TAX AVOIDANCE: Via providing Methanol at the ports via simply taking a tee-off the H2 line 

running from Larne to Kinsale all ports in between can provide departing ships, ferries and cruise liners with 
GREEN methanol and avoid these massive annually increasing taxes as below. 
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2 TOURISM: Tourists landing in Shannon can quickly start the "Wild Atlantic Tour" from Kinsale drive 

through Kerry Clare and Limerick to Donegal then quickly drive back down the motorway way to Shannon for 
the departure flight. 

3 CRUISE SHIPS: Cruise Ships can dock at ports connected to the Extended H2 Pan European Pipe Now 

Circular Backbone and replenish their bunkers with E-Methanol making the stopovers very lucrative and thus 
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more attractive to dock in Foynes, Belfast  Dublin or Cobh over other ports where they have no GREEN 
bunker fuel on tap. 

 

 

 

4 MORE FLIGHTS: Michael O'Leary will be able to use the imported H2 from the US until 2037 to blend it 

with Aviation Fuel landed at the Shannon Estuary Terminal at Shannon Airport.  The US-sourced H2 will be 
highly subsidised to allow it to be imported via Moneypoint based on President Joe Biden's "Inflation 
Reduction Act" generous Tax credits.  In 2037 Ireland may have Atlantic wind on tap itself so at least the 
Route to Market will be in place and all the Risks identified in the Consultant’s Report will have been 
addressed.   The green hydrogen ecosystem for aviation explained | Airbus     
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5 AIR CARGO 3PL: Shannon Airport and its environs could leverage the local blending of Aviation Fuel 

landed by sea with H2 landed and eventually produced at Moneypoint circa 2037 to attract massive 
investment by Amazon like online retailers from India Africa and South America. 
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6 RURAL DEVELOPMENT The increased US activity at Moneypoint will lead to more revenue for the 

Trump Golf Hotel and West Clare plus extended stays to play golf in Lahinch, Dromoland, Shannon, Adare, 
Ballybunnion golf courses. 

 

7 LOW SCOPE 3 GHG EMISSIONS.  Ireland's exporters including farmers and fishermen too will benefit 

from Competitively priced Methanol as a Green Bunker Fuel that they can use for effective marketing and 
lower production and logistics costs. 
 

8 CSRD and CSDDD. The improved mandated non-financial reporting will help multinational corporations 

based in Ireland to gain from being able to report lower Scope 3 GHG Emissions in their SEC and EU-
mandated annual non-financial reporting.  
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9 HUNDREDS hundred million of IMPOSED FINES IS AT RISK HERE  Ireland will meet its EU-

set 2030 and 2050 emission targets without farmers having to cut back on herd size and they will benefit 
from food processors being able to place the True Nett Zero Tag on their dairy products.  
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10 STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE Ireland will prosper as it will be of more strategic importance to decision-

makers in Washington, Brussels, Paris, and Berlin. 
 

11 SECURITY OF ENERGY SUPPLY: Europe will benefit as it will have another source of energy and will 

benefit from a circular H2 Backbone pipeline connecting one Ten T corridor owned by Pat Cox to another via 
a pipeline through Scotland and Ireland  

 

12 VISION REALISED: The Late Eddie O'Connor's vision of a Supergrid will become reality.  

 

13 SFPC: Shannon Foynes Port Company SFPC will enjoy sustained revenue as the port fees for coal unloading 

will be replaced by Gas Import and re-export by specialised barges to small commercial and fishing ports 
across Western Europe that have not yet been connected to the Pan-European H2 backbone also fed from 
Moneypoint as well.  

 

14 EMPLOYMENT:  Jobs at Auganish Island Tarbert, Ballylongford, Irish Cement, Ennis, Shannon Airport, 

Foynes and Limerick City will grow via the development of industries that can leverage cheap highly US-
subsidised Green H2  

 

15 More:  
• Secure, sustainable, and cost-effective indigenous energy supply. 

• Unlock green energy export opportunities. 

• Economic growth and job creation, especially in coastal and marine communities. 

• Enhanced environmental protection and biodiversity conservation. 

• Increased grid capacity and interconnectivity for reliable energy supply. 

• Development of renewable energy infrastructure and supply chains. 
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• Transition towards cleaner energy sources and reduced carbon emissions. 

• Integration of emerging offshore technologies like floating wind and green hydrogen 

production. 

• Development of a skilled workforce and support for innovation. 

• Strengthening of regional and national energy security. 
 

 

Questions  
1(a).  Has this section adequately identified the general key priorities for ORE delivery in Ireland? Are there 

additional priorities that should be integrated into the holistic, plan-led approach?    NO 

1(b).   Has each key priority been adequately described and considered all relevant components? NO as the route 

to market has not been identified nor is there a strategy to deliver a means of getting 22GW of Green Energy across 

the country by 2050.      

 

1(c). How best should the 2GW of non-grid limited offshore wind capacity be procured?  In a manner where any 

investor has confidence in the process and a route to market is both realistic and financially viable  

 

1(d).  What are your views on the design parameters for the successor scheme to ORESS, what else should/should 

not be considered?  Just copy what the Danes and Koreans are doing.  
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1(e).  What frameworks and/or supports are required for alternate routes to market such as CPPAs, Power-to-X 

projects, interconnector-hybrid projects, and export projects?    Any interconnector projects must be connected to 

France as the UK is a competitor in time Scotland may seek and gain independence from the UK and rejoin the EU.   

1(f).  What additional capacities and responsibilities should be held by the industry in the context of the plan-led 

approach?  Establish the route to the EU first and how the 37GW less 12GW  for Domestic use by then 2040 (7 to 8 

GWs today)  

1(g).  How can the Government facilitate a more comprehensive and streamlined engagement process with 

developers to ensure national ORE targets are delivered?  Establish the route to the EU first and how the 37GW less 

12GW  for Domestic use by then 2040 (7 to 8 GWs today) 

 2(a).  What grid infrastructure should be of particular focus in facilitating the build-out of capacity to support ORE 

generation targets?    Place the Green Energy and Data pipe and cable array under or beside the M20.  
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2(b).  About National Security/Department of Defence interaction with ORE development, are there any issues you 

would like to highlight?  

 Bury the combination of H2 and six by 400 KV HVDC plus high-capacity Fibre in one sub-sea trench.  

4(a).   What structures, measures, and interventions can the State and State agencies implement to assist in the 

development of long-term, sustainable skills and workforce pipeline? Provide any recommendations on what the 

State can do to promote careers in ORE across a range of educational backgrounds and movements from other 

relevant sectors.  All it needs is all the stakeholders including TII, Eirgrid Gas Networks Ireland, SFPC, Shannon Airport 

and Clare, Limerick, Kerry, and Cork County councils working together on the first step by Mid-April and placing pipes 

and ducts under or beside the M20.  

4(b).  Are you aware of initiatives in other jurisdictions or at a European level that would be relevant to Ireland’s 

ambition of building a sustainable skills and workforce pipeline for offshore wind?  Yes Denmark, China, Chile  and 

Korea  

4(c).  To what extent should an emphasis be placed on multipurpose sites for ORE delivery, including the colocation 

of devices? What Government structures should be developed to encourage and facilitate progress in this aspect?  

Stop talking about test sites or experimental hubs just copy what other countries have successfully done,  consider 

buying the concrete floaters in Norway and assembling them in only two locations, one on the Southeast Coast 

and the other on the West Coast  

4(d).  How can the Government ensure the policy is kept in line with evolving technological innovation and 

developments in ORE devices? What structures and government procedures should be implemented to future-proof 

the ORE planning process and account for technological shifts?   Watch what is happening in other jurisdictions  

 

END  

 



 

Findings and Actions: Hydrogen from Offshore  

1. Policy Direction for Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) Development (2030-2050): 
• Findings: 

• Signposts a plan-led approach for ORE development from 2030 to 2050. 
• Outlines the integration of ORE policy with all relevant components of the energy system. 
• Identifies pathways to optimize financial and economic returns for the State and local 

communities. 
• Prioritizes an ecosystems-based approach with full consideration for marine environment 

protection and biodiversity. 
• Establishes the evidence base for Ireland's ORE targets. 
• Explores expert analysis of financial mechanisms and job creation opportunities. 
• Explores export potential for ORE. 
• Outlines an overarching framework for long-term ORE development. 

• Actions: 
• Maintain a single schedule for all upcoming State tenders for ORE. 
• Design a competitive process to procure 2GW of non-grid limited capacity by 2025. 
• Develop and obtain State Aid clearance for a successor support scheme to ORESS, 

operational from 2026-2030. 
• Assess enabling supports and frameworks to maximize capacity from alternative routes to 

market. 
• Rollout EirGrid’s Grid Implementation Plan and future iterations to aid infrastructure 

alignment. 
• Consider provision for expanding grid capacity in regulatory reviews. 
• Align resourcing needs across Government Departments and agencies for ORE 

responsibilities. 
2. Offshore Transmission Strategy (OTS): 

• Findings: 
• Increasing levels of certainty and clarity are needed. 
• Transitioning from conceptual to specific implementations. 
• Coordination with the Future Framework and Industrial Strategy is crucial. 

• Actions: 
• Develop a post-2030 infrastructure focus. 
• Design a grid to enable a hub approach identified through DMAPs. 
• Implement an integrated grid planning approach. 



• Establish alignment frameworks for grid, generation, and routes to market. 
• Explore hybrid interconnection/offshore bidding zones. 
• Engage internationally for policy development and collaboration. 
• Ensure organizational readiness within CRU and EirGrid. 

3. Hydrogen Policy Update: 
• Findings: 

• Ireland prioritizes scaling up renewable hydrogen production. 
• Potential to become a net exporter of renewable hydrogen. 
• Focus on hard-to-decarbonize sectors. 
• Initial hydrogen infrastructure rollout in regional clusters. 
• Long-duration storage essential for cost competitiveness. 

• Actions: 
• Develop a detailed work program for National Hydrogen Strategy implementation. 
• Ensure appropriate governance arrangements support delivery. 
• Coordinate with relevant actions proposed in the Future Framework. 

Reasons to Act: 

1. Economic Opportunity: Maximizing financial and economic returns for the State and local communities 
through optimized ORE development. 

2. Environmental Protection: Prioritizing ecosystems-based approaches to protect marine environments and 
biodiversity. 

3. Policy Alignment: Ensuring coherence and alignment with future energy and industrial strategies. 

4. International Engagement: Capitalizing on export potential and collaborating with international partners for 
policy development. 

5. Energy Transition: Facilitating the transition to renewable energy sources, including hydrogen, for a 
sustainable future. 

 
Executive Summary: 

The Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) sector presents a critical avenue for Ireland's future energy development and 
economic growth. As outlined in the Future Framework Policy Statement, it is imperative to take decisive action now 
to capitalize on the opportunities and address the challenges inherent in this sector. Several key findings and actions 
emerge from the consultation process, underscoring the necessity for immediate action: 

Key Findings and Actions: 

1. Policy Direction for ORE Development (2030-2050): 

• Findings: The plan-led approach for ORE development emphasizes integration with the energy 
system, financial optimization, and environmental protection. 

• Actions: Maintain a unified schedule for state tenders, design competitive procurement processes, 
develop support schemes, and align resources across government departments. 

2. Offshore Transmission Strategy (OTS): 

• Findings: Clarity and coordination are essential for transitioning from conceptualization to 
implementation. 

• Actions: Develop post-2030 infrastructure focus, implement integrated grid planning, and engage 
internationally for policy development. 

3. Hydrogen Policy Update: 

• Findings: Ireland prioritizes renewable hydrogen production for hard-to-decarbonize sectors, aiming 
for net export potential. 

• Actions: Develop detailed work programs for National Hydrogen Strategy implementation, ensuring 
governance supports delivery. 

Reasons to Act NOW: 



1. Economic Opportunity: Maximizing financial returns for the state and local communities. 

2. Environmental Protection: Prioritizing ecosystems-based approaches to protect marine environments. 

3. Policy Alignment: Ensuring coherence with future energy and industrial strategies. 

4. International Engagement: Capitalizing on export potential and collaborating for policy development. 

5. Energy Transition: Facilitating the shift to renewable energy sources, including hydrogen, for sustainability. 

Guiding Principles: 

• Protection of the environment and biodiversity. 
• Affordability of energy. 
• Equitable return to communities. 
• Alignment of key policies. 
• Clarity and confidence for investment. 
• Engagement with stakeholders and public consultation. 

In conclusion, the urgency to act is clear. By implementing the outlined actions and adhering to guiding principles, 
Ireland can position itself as a leader in offshore renewable energy, reaping economic benefits while safeguarding the 
environment and advancing towards a sustainable energy future. 

List of Actions and Accruing Benefits: 

1. Policy Direction for ORE Development (2030-2050): 

• Action: Maintain a unified schedule for state tenders. 

• Benefits: Streamlined procurement processes, ensuring timely project development and investment. 

2. Offshore Transmission Strategy (OTS): 

• Action: Develop post-2030 infrastructure focus. 

• Benefits: Enhanced clarity and coordination, facilitating efficient infrastructure development. 

3. Hydrogen Policy Update: 

• Action: Develop detailed work programs for National Hydrogen Strategy implementation. 

• Benefits: Facilitate scaling up of renewable hydrogen production, fostering economic growth and 
sustainability. 

Down to phase 5 Actions: 

1. Commit to Offshore Wind Targets: 
• Targeting at least 5 GW of grid connected offshore wind to be delivered by 2030, with a distinct 

program to enable a further 2 GW of floating offshore wind. 
• Long-term targets to increase offshore wind capacity to 20 GW by 2040 and at least 37 GW by 2050. 

2. Develop Policy Framework: 
• Develop and publish revised Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan, National Policy 

Statement on Electricity Interconnection, net zero electricity system pathway, and Green Hydrogen 
Strategy. 

• Consult on and publish Enduring Regime for Offshore Wind policy and Phase 3 policy. 
3. Government-Wide Delivery Plan: 

• Implement a government-wide delivery/acceleration plan for offshore energy program with the 
Offshore Wind Delivery Taskforce. 

4. Designate Offshore Renewable Energy Areas: 
• Immediately designate specific areas of the Maritime Area for renewable energy production. 
• Develop Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) Designated Areas and Designated Maritime Area Plans 

(DMAPs) to guide investment and decision-making. 
5. Environmental Conservation and Management: 

• Invest in processes and principles to increase knowledge on marine biodiversity/nature conservation. 
• Develop appropriate management plans to ensure consistency between green energy transition and 

nature protection. 
6. Grid Infrastructure Development: 

• Invest in onshore grid to handle increasing renewable generation. 



• Prioritize development of regional meshed offshore grids to match offshore energy ambition and 
enable surplus renewable export. 

7. Enhance Energy Interconnectivity: 
• Increase energy interconnectivity with EU partners, particularly France, Spain, Belgium, Germany, 

and the Netherlands. 
• Enhance existing interconnector infrastructure to import/export energy with the UK grid. 

8. Support Port Development: 
• Support port development through a new National Ports Policy to facilitate offshore renewable 

generation and grid infrastructure. 
9. Workforce Development: 

• Create a specific workforce action plan to foster new skills required for offshore energy. 
10. Support Supply Chains and Industrial Strategy: 

• Support development of offshore wind supply chains in Ireland via Enterprise Ireland. 
• Develop an Industrial Strategy for a competitive and sustainable offshore energy industry. 

11. Legislative Support: 
• Legislate, resource, and innovate to meet offshore energy targets and overcome challenges. 

12. Support Regional Task Forces: 
• Support regional task forces and match their ambitions for offshore energy goals. 

13. Mobilize State Agencies: 
• Prioritize energy-related developments by mobilizing State actors like the SEAI and the Marine 

Institute. 
14. Integrated Marine Spatial Planning: 

• Develop integrated marine spatial planning capability involving all relevant stakeholders. 
15. Maximize Societal Benefits: 

• Develop a regime to ensure maximum societal, business, and economic benefits from the offshore 
energy industry. 

16. Offshore RESS Auctions: 
• Conduct at least four Offshore RESS auctions over the decade to support the offshore green energy 

industry. 
17. Enable Hybrid Grid Connections: 

• Develop a policy for hybrid grid connections to facilitate efficient offshore wind resource harnessing. 

Benefits: 

• Secure, sustainable, and cost-effective indigenous energy supply. 
• Unlock green energy export opportunities. 
• Economic growth and job creation, especially in coastal and marine communities. 
• Enhanced environmental protection and biodiversity conservation. 
• Increased grid capacity and interconnectivity for reliable energy supply. 
• Development of renewable energy infrastructure and supply chains. 
• Transition towards cleaner energy sources and reduced carbon emissions. 
• Integration of emerging offshore technologies like floating wind and green hydrogen production. 
• Development of skilled workforce and support for innovation. 
• Strengthening of regional and national energy security. 

 

 
Executive Summary: 

The Future Framework Policy Statement for Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) development presents a crucial 
roadmap from 2030 to 2050, integrating various components of the energy system while prioritizing environmental 
protection, economic optimization, and international collaboration. The timely execution of outlined actions is 
imperative due to significant economic opportunities, environmental imperatives, and the need for policy alignment 
with future energy strategies. The convergence of expert analyses, stakeholder engagement, and government 
readiness underscores the necessity for immediate action. 

Actions and Accruing Benefits: 



1. Policy Direction for ORE Development (2030-2050): 

• Actions: 
• Maintain unified tender schedules. 
• Procure 2GW of non-grid limited capacity by 2025. 
• Develop successor support schemes. 
• Assess alternative market routes. 
• Implement grid alignment strategies. 
• Expand grid capacity. 
• Align resource allocation. 

• Benefits: 
• Maximized financial returns. 
• Environmental protection. 
• Enhanced policy coherence. 
• Increased international collaboration. 
• Facilitated energy transition. 

2. Offshore Transmission Strategy (OTS): 

• Actions: 
• Develop post-2030 infrastructure focus. 
• Design grid for hub approach. 
• Implement integrated grid planning. 
• Establish alignment frameworks. 
• Explore hybrid interconnection. 
• Engage in international collaboration. 
• Ensure organizational readiness. 

• Benefits: 
• Enhanced infrastructure clarity. 
• Coherent strategy implementation. 
• Increased international cooperation. 
• Improved organizational preparedness. 

3. Hydrogen Policy Update: 

• Actions: 
• Develop detailed work program for strategy implementation. 
• Ensure governance supports delivery. 
• Coordinate with Future Framework actions. 

• Benefits: 
• Prioritized renewable hydrogen production. 
• Potential for becoming a net exporter. 
• Focus on hard-to-decarbonize sectors. 
• Long-term cost competitiveness. 
• Enhanced coordination with OWDT. 

Why Action is Required NOW: 
1. Economic Opportunity: Immediate action maximizes financial returns for the state and local communities, 

capitalizing on ORE development. 
2. Environmental Protection: Urgent measures are needed to prioritize ecosystems-based approaches, 

safeguarding marine environments and biodiversity. 
3. Policy Alignment: Ensuring coherence and alignment with future energy and industrial strategies is 

imperative for long-term sustainability. 
4. International Engagement: Timely action fosters collaboration with international partners, tapping into 

export potential and facilitating policy development. 
5. Energy Transition: Prompt initiatives facilitate the transition to renewable energy sources, particularly 

hydrogen, crucial for a sustainable future. 

The convergence of economic viability, environmental responsibility, and strategic alignment underscores the 
urgency for immediate action to realize the full potential of offshore renewable energy development. 
 



The Benefits that will accrue via the extension of the H2 Backbone 
pipeline to Scotland and Ireland to form a circular main and use the 

Moneypoint Jetty for the Transhipment of US-produced H2 until 2037 
 

The Proposal   

 
 

 





 

The Benefits  
1 FUNDING: Ten-T combined with Ten-E funding promoted by  will get the M20 from Limerick to 

Cork finally fully EU funded and built.  Consequently, the two Cities will advance in unison and present a 
credible alternative to Dublin as TEN T is about connectivity to every corner of the EU as you can see in the 
two screenshots below.  

 

1 CARBON TAX AVOIDANCE: Via providing gn ia en-T cVia providing Methanol at the ports via simply 

taking a tee-off the H2 line running from Larne to Kinsale all ports in between can provide departing ships, 
ferries and cruise liners with GREEN methanol and avoid these massive annually increasing taxes as below. 

 



  

 
 

2 TOURISM: Tourists landing in Shannon can quickly start the "Wild Atlantic Tour" from Kinsale drive 

through Kerry Clare and Limerick to Donegal then quickly drive back down the motorway way to Shannon for 
the departure flight. 

3 CRUISE SHIPS: Cruise Ships can dock at ports connected to the Extended H2 Pan European Pipe Now 

Circular Backbone and replenish their bunkers with E-Methanol making the stopovers very lucrative and thus 
more attractive to dock in Foynes, Belfast  Dublin or Cobh over other ports where they have no GREEN 
bunker fuel on tap. 

 



 
 

4 MORE FLIGHTS: Michael O'Leary will be able to use the imported H2 from the US until 2037 to blend it 

with Aviation Fuel landed at the Shannon Estuary Terminal at Shannon Airport.  The US-sourced H2 will be 
highly subsidised to allow it to be imported via Moneypoint based on President Joe Biden's "Inflation 
Reduction Act" generous Tax credits.  In 2037 Ireland may have Atlantic wind on tap itself so at least the 
Route to Market will be in place and all the Risks identified in the Consultant’s Report will have been 
addressed.   The green hydrogen ecosystem for aviation explained | Airbus     

 



 
 

5 AIR CARGO 3PL: Shannon Airport and its environs could leverage the local blending of Aviation Fuel 

landed by sea with H2 landed and eventually produced at Moneypoint circa 2037 to attract massive 
investment by Amazon like online retailers from India Africa and South America. 

 
 

6 RURAL DEVELOPMENT The increased US activity at Moneypoint will lead to more revenue for the 

Trump Golf Hotel and West Clare plus extended stays to play golf in Lahinch, Dromoland, Shannon, Adare, 
Ballybunnion golf courses. 

 
7 LOW SCOPE 3 GHG EMISSIONS.  Ireland's exporters including farmers and fishermen too will benefit 

from Competitively priced Methanol as a Green Bunker Fuel that they can use for effective marketing and 
lower production and logistics costs. 



 

8 CSRD and CSDDD. The improved mandated  Non-Financial reporting will help multinational 

corporations based in Ireland to gain from being able to report lower Scope 3 GHG Emissions in their SEC 
and EU-mandated annual  Non-Financial reporting  
 

 
 

9 HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF EU IMPOSED FINES IS AT RISK HERE  Ireland will meet its EU-

set 2030 and 2050 emission targets without farmers having to cut back on herd size and they will benefit 
from food processors being able to place the True Nett Zero Tag on their dairy products  

 



 
10 STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE Ireland will prosper as it will be of more strategic importance to decision-

makers in Washington, Brussels, Paris and Berlin. 
 

11 SECURITY OF ENERGY SUPPLY: Europe will benefit as it will have another source of energy and will 

benefit from a circular H2 Backbone pipeline connecting one Ten T corridor owned by Pat Cox to another via 
a pipeline through Scotland and Ireland  

 

12 VISION REALISED: The Late Eddie O'Connor's vision of a Supergrid will become reality  

 

13 SFPC: Shannon Foynes Port Company SFPC will enjoy sustained revenue as the port fees for coal unloading 

will be replaced by Gas Import and re-export by specialised barges to small commercial and fishing ports 
across Western Europe that have not yet been connected to the Pan-European H2 backbone also fed from 
Moneypoint as well  

 

14 EMPLOYMENT:.  Jobs at Auganish Island Tarbert, Ballylongford, Irish Cement, Ennis, Shannon Airport, 

Foynes and Limerick City will grow via the development of industries that can leverage cheap highly US-
subsidised Green H2  

 

15 More:  
• Secure, sustainable, and cost-effective indigenous energy supply. 

• Unlock green energy export opportunities. 

• Economic growth and job creation, especially in coastal and marine communities. 

• Enhanced environmental protection and biodiversity conservation. 

• Increased grid capacity and interconnectivity for reliable energy supply. 

• Development of renewable energy infrastructure and supply chains. 

• Transition towards cleaner energy sources and reduced carbon emissions. 

• Integration of emerging offshore technologies like floating wind and green hydrogen 

production. 

• Development of a skilled workforce and support for innovation. 

• Strengthening of regional and national energy security. 



 
All it needs is all the stakeholders including TII, Eirgrid Gas Networks Ireland, SFPC, Shannon Airport and Clare, 
Limerick, Kerry and Cork county councils working together on the first step by Mid-April and placing pipes and ducts 
under or beside the M20.  
 
The getting together of these stakeholders is down to the collective action and it is the job of strong Government 
which Ministers  Simon Coveney, Pascal Donohoe, Michael McGrath, and Senator Timmy  Dooley represent. 
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