
 

  
 

Irish Language Services Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes - Meeting 13 – 23 February 2024 
 

LOCATION: Foras na Gaeilge, 63-66 Amiens Street, Dublin 1  
 

DATE:   Friday, 23 February 2024 
 

TIME:   10:30 – 13:00 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Name Organisation Role Means 

Dr. Aodhán Mac 

Cormaic 

Department of Tourism, 

Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 

Sport and Media 

Chairperson On Site 

Marta Alvarez (on 

behalf of John 

Howlin) 

Department of Public 

Expenditure, NDP Delivery 

and Reform 

Member On Site 

Mags Campbell Department of Education Member 
Via Remote 

Connection 

Elaine Bird 
Department of Social 

Protection 
Member On Site 

Superintendent 

Seán Glynn 
An Garda Síochána Member 

Via Remote 

Connection 

Sinéad Coleman Public Appointments Service Member On Site 

Patrick Murray (on 

behalf of Eithne 

Fox) 

Health Service Executive Member 
Via Remote 

Connection 

Jim Molloy 
Local Government 

Management Agency 
Member 

Via Remote 

Connection 

Breandán Mac 

Craith 
Foras na Gaeilge Member On Site 

John Prendergast Gaeltacht Communities Member On Site 

Mairéad Ní 

Ghabháin 

Irish Speaking Communities 

Outside of the Gaeltacht 
Member On Site 

Sadhbh Ó 

Cinnseala 

Department of Tourism, 

Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 

Sport and Media 

Principal Officer of the 

Unit 
On Site 

Emily Maloney 

Department of Tourism, 

Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 

Sport and Media 

Secretary 
Via Remote 

Connection 

Julian de Spáinn Conradh na Gaeilge General Secretary On Site 

Róisín Ní Chinnéide Conradh na Gaeilge Advocacy Manager On Site 

           

 

 



 

 

KEY DECISIONS MADE: 

 The minutes of the meeting on 24 November 2023 were agreed; 

 It was agreed that the members of the Committee would approve the draft 

minutes of the previous meeting by email within a week; 

 It was agreed that a date would be set for the next meeting of the Committee 

by mid-March as the research reaches conclusion. 

 

FULL AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSED: 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairperson:  

 The meeting began with an opening statement from the Chairperson of the 

Committee, Dr. Aodhán Mac Cormaic; 

 A particular welcome was given to Marta Alvarez and Patrick Murray who were 

standing in at the meeting on behalf of the Department of Public Expenditure, 

NDP Delivery and Reform and the Health Service Executive respectively; 

 It was confirmed that Elaine Bird agreed to the terms of reference and 

procedures of the Committee by email dated 1 February 2024. 

 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  

 The minutes of the meeting on 24 November 2023 were agreed; 

 It was agreed that the members of the Committee would approve the draft 

minutes of the meeting on Friday, 26 January 2024 by email within a week. 

 

3. Draft-terms of Reference - Technical Working Group - Section 9A, 9B and Interactive 

Services: 

 It was mentioned that the amendments and recommendations provided in 

relation to the draft terms of reference for the establishment of the technical 

working group in relation to section 9A, 9B and interactive services are being 

considered; 

 In the meantime, that any member who is still examining those draft terms, 

could forward their amendments/suggestions by email. 

 

4. Presentation – Conradh na Gaeilge: 

 Julian de Spáinn and Róisín Ní Chinnéide, who were in attendance on behalf of 

Conradh na Gaeilge to present to the Committee its recommendations for the 

National Plan, were welcomed; 

 Following the presentation, there was a questions and answers session and a 

general discussion on: 

o the 20% recruitment target of the legislation; 

o the Irish language in the education system; 

o the Irish language network for public sector employees; 



 

o the review of the Advanced Irish Language Skills Initiative and relevant 

courses that could be developed to meet the needs of the 20% 

recruitment target; 

o the promotion of Irish language learning among current public sector 

employees; 

o marrying the 20% recruitment target with the other statutory duties of 

public bodies as employers and service providers; 

o recommendations on language competence are to come through the 

research and to be prescribed through language standards. 

 

5. Development of the National Plan: 

 There was a general discussion on the progress of the research including: 

o Surveys/focus groups in regard to relevant items of the terms of 

reference, timeline of the research, and recruitment policies in the 

members’ organisations; 

o The best approach to ensure responses to the surveys: 

 It was recommended that the research team speak again with 

Cumann na nOifigeach Forbartha Gaeilge in relation to the 

surveys; 

 It was recommended that newsletters of the relevant public 

bodies be used to promote the surveys, where appropriate. 

 

6. Commentary Regarding the Committee in the Media: 

 It was stated that there were various relevant articles in the media since the 

last meeting, as follows: 

o An article dated 29 January 2024 in the Irish Times regarding the 20% 

recruitment target of the legislation and the increasing demand from the 

private sector for Irish language training courses. 

o An article dated 30 January 2024 on Tuairisc.ie regarding a vacancy for 

an Assistant Secretary with responsibility for Irish and the Gaeltacht in 

the Department of TCAGSM. 

o An article dated 31 January 2024 on Tuairisc.ie regarding the use of the 

TEG testing system as part of Irish language teaching at post-primary 

level. 

o Various articles and a programme regarding the 20% recruitment target 

of the legislation and its meaning: 

 Dated 15 February 2024 on Tuairisc.ie; 

 Dated 15 February 2024 on Nuacht TG4; 

 Dated 16 February 2024 on Tuairisc.ie; 

 Dated 21 February 2024 on Tuairisc.ie and a related video. 

 

7. Date of Next Meeting: 

 It was agreed that a date would be set for the next meeting of the Committee 

by mid-March as the research reaches conclusion.   

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/tuarascail/2024/01/29/nios-mo-eilimh-ag-teacht-anois-on-earnail-phriobhaideach/
https://tuairisc.ie/statseirbhiseach-nios-sinsearai-le-ceapadh-do-churam-na-gaeilge-i-roinn-na-gaeltachta/
https://tuairisc.ie/udar-dioma-e-nach-bhfuil-an-roinn-oideachais-sasta-an-coras-teg-a-usaid-do-mhuineadh-na-gaeilge/
https://tuairisc.ie/bri-nua-a-baint-as-ceann-de-mhorspriocanna-an-stait-i-leith-na-gaeilge/
https://www.tg4.ie/en/player/categories/news-stories/play/?pid=6346953154112&title=Nuacht%20TG4&series=Nuacht%20TG4&genre=Cursai%20Reatha&pcode=692202
https://tuairisc.ie/ba-choir-do-choiste-naisiunta-gaeilge-diriu-ar-an-dushlan-seachas-a-bheith-ag-iarraidh-ealu-on-dli/
https://tuairisc.ie/coiste-comhairleach-gaeilge-le-ceistiu-i-dteach-laighean-faoi-leamh-nua-ar-sprioc-earcaiochta-an-rialtais/
https://tuairisc.ie/fisean-minithe-cen-fath-go-bhfuil-polaiteoiri-ag-iarraidh-ceisteanna-a-chur-ar-choiste-naisiunta-gaeilge/


 

    2 May 2024 

____________________     ______________________ 

Secretary      Date of Approval  

 


