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What is Municipal Waste?
 Municipal Waste is the waste we all produce everyday in our home, offices, businesses and 

schools.

 Ireland generates 3.2 million tonnes of municipal waste each year.
 ~20% of all waste generated
 ~ 41% of municipal waste is recycled 

 On track to miss recycling target of 55% by 2025. 
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Introduction to MWC
 The 2022 national municipal waste characterisation (MWC) study                                                          

looked at the composition of municipal waste collected at kerbside.
 i.e. What is in our household and commercial bins?

 Why do we need to know what is in our bins? 
 Enable waste statistics reporting 
 Inform circular economy & waste policy 
 Plan waste management & waste infrastructure
 Support regulatory & enforcement activities 

?
?



2022 MWC – Methodology 
 Engaged to two companies to characterise 

the household & commercial mixed 
municipal waste streams collected at 
kerbside: 
 General waste bin
 Recycling bin
 Organic waste bin

 Waste is sorted into 81 different material 
categories.

Household

Commercial



2022 Household MWC – Methodology 

Household

 Household waste samples collected at waste collection centres. 

 i.e. collected samples of mixed waste from the bin lorry rather than directly at kerbside.



2022 Commercial MWC – Methodology 

 Commercial waste samples collected directly from kerbside bins at commercial premises.

Waste collected at ‘sector level’ as waste generated by different sectors is different 

(e.g. offices/restaurants/shops/hospitals) 

Commercial



Onsite sampling

Each waste sample put onto a sorting table,  
hand sorted into 81 material categories (buckets), 

bucket contents weighed & weight recorded.



2022 MWC - Results

So what is in our bins?

? ? ?



Household MWC Results

What is in the 
Household 

General 
Waste Bin?



Household MWC Results

What is in the 
Household 
Recycling 

Waste Bin?



Household MWC Results

What is in the 
Household 

Organic 
Waste Bin?



Household MWC Results
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2022 MWC - Results

So what is in our commercial bins?

? ? ?



Commercial MWC Results

What is in the 
General 

Waste Bin?



Commercial MWC Results

What is in the 
Commercial 
Recycling  

Bin?



Commercial MWC Results

What is in the 
Commercial 

Organic 
Waste Bin?



Commercial MWC Results
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National Commercial Waste Profile 
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Municipal Waste Changes since 2018
 What has changed since the last MWC in 2018?

vs

 Two thirds of waste still in the wrong bin.

 Food waste & plastics still most common wastes in municipal bins.

 Papers down in household and commercial bins

National Waste 
Characterisation Results2018 2022



Waste Characterisation - Conclusion

Urgent action is needed to improve household and commercial waste 

segregation particularly food wastes and plastics.

Household Bins Commercial Bins



Actions to improve segregation 
 Organic waste bins to be provided to all households and commercial premises.
 Enforcement of 

 Organic waste bin roll out to ensure the same level of service for all customers
 Segregation of food waste, initially in food services sector & then all sectors. 

 Targeted awareness campaigns to motivate and support householders and the 
commercial sector to segregate food waste and plastics. 

 Improved waste collection charging to incentivise and reward waste better  segregation 
and waste reduction practises. 

 Improved recycling infrastructure to support householders to use civic amenity sites, 
recycling centres and bring banks correctly.



The Future of Municipal Waste
 Currently in our linear economy the 

majority of municipal waste are 
disposed in our general waste bins 
and are mostly incinerated or 
landfilled.

 But the future could be different…….



Thank you 

Latest Municipal Waste Characterisation published @ 
www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics

CIRCULAR ECONOMY PROGRAMME
The Driving Force for Ireland’s Move to a Circular Economy

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.ie%2Fnationalwastestatistics&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc0e55f5265374c7ffa3d08da96f7e26b%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C637988288635660232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vI10FyxspgXqm5eg3ExtA3oV1Mnsb7NsShRpWfD%2BiCs%3D&reserved=0

