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Summary  

This submission focusses on the current South Coast DMAP proposal which we see as a pilot 
from which we can learn when developing further DMAPs.   
We welcome the move from developer led to State led approach on Offshore Wind 
Development (OWD). For the State led approach to adequately address the many challenges 
faced by Ireland, a new interdisciplinary approach, with adequately resourced team and full 
transparency of approach, are required.  
We would like to raise a number of concerns with the first DMAP proposal: 

1. Timing; 
2. Public InformaXon and ParXcipaXon in the first DMAP proposal; 
3. IntegraXon of Biodiversity goals and objecXves. 

 
We believe that these core points must be addressed in planning future DMAPs and warn that 
the current South coast DMAP proposal will require significant work to retrofit this 
informaXon into a useful draZ DMAP.  

Introduction 

We fully agree with the concept of a State led approach to managing acXviXes in our last great 
commons. Sea life produces most of the oxygen we breath and the blue carbon stored in our 
oceans is vast. Human acXviXes and greed have led us to harvest and use many resources 
unsustainably. Ireland is among one of the EU’s largest countries when our marine territory is 
also considered. Therefore, we have a huge moral responsibility for the stewardship of this 
area not just in the context of the European Union, but in a planetary context. Adding offshore 
wind (and other energy infrastructure) to the acXviXes to be managed means we need to plan 
much be^er, be much wiser, do much be^er risk assessments, monitor and control much 
be^er to avoid further deterioraXon.  
Government has our mandate to lead the way, delivering on all 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), Biodiversity strategy and EU Nature laws. We appreciate that it is excepXonally 
difficult to do that and create a whole new energy sector. That is why the State led approach 
must be adequately resourced, with interdisciplinary teams of staff, working with the public 
to achieving a complete ecosystem-based approach to Marine SpaXal Planning. 
 
We acknowledge that the State is making an effort to introduce informed public parXcipaXon 
with the Public ParXcipaXon Statement and also providing workshops and joint public 
meeXngs with EirGrid and DECC DMAP displays as experienced in Kilmore Quay.  
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3. Integra3ng Biodiversity Goals and objec3ves 
 
3.1 A DMAP which does not consider key biodiversity data  
 
In Ireland, 23 out of 24 breeding seabird species are assessed as either Red or Amber List Birds 
of ConservaXon Concern (2020-2026). It is baffling to then see their core feeding and breeding 
sites included in a state led offshore wind DMAP proposal. There is insufficient informaXon 
provided to the public on the ecological consideraXons for the proposed DMAP site, in fact, 
any ecological consideraXons appear to be completely absent from the DMAP area decision. 
 
Upwellings which are feeding hotspots for cetaceans and birds are not drawn in on the 
explanatory DMAP illustraXons. Bird migratory routes are not shown. These areas might not 
be fully known, but just as for fish spawning grounds, there is reasonable enough evidence 
from government supported research programmes (e.g., ObSERVE, for bird & cetacean data) 
to draw up and consider indicaXve maps from the start of the DMAP design. When we asked 
in public informaXon events why this key informaXon was not shown, we were assured it 
would be taken into account later.   

While the ecosystem approach is referred to repeatedly, the 'evidence base' does not 
provide clear ecosystem-based reasoning for the current DMAP site location.  

 
3.2 Fair Seas Areas of Interest 
 
The Southern DMAP proposal overlaps with 2 Fair 
Seas ‘Areas of interest’ – see Figure 3(a) from Fair 
Seas and as overlay onto the DMAP proposal in 
Figure 3(b). These areas were disXlled by eNGO 
scienXsts from a large amount of published 
biodiversity data and represent areas of highest 
biodiversity value and hence potenXal for 
designaXon as Marine Protected Areas.  
 
Ireland has commi^ed to protecXng 30% of its seas 
by 2030 and we hope that the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy of 10% strict protecXon will also be met.  
While we are sXll waiXng for the MPA bill to be 
published it would be signal that there is meaningful 
public parXcipaXon if the Fair Seas scienXfic review 

work carried out to support government in 
its MPA designaXon endeavours was taken 
into account.  

 
Figure 3(b): Fair Seas Areas of Interest overlap with the 
proposed DMAP ( ). 

 
Figure 3(a): Fair Seas Areas of Interest (EEZ 

Scale) 
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3.3 Exploitable biodiversity  
 
We welcome that some areas key to the fishing sector are included in the DMAP proposal 
consultaXon maps and displays.  We cauXon that the fish spawning sites shown are only for 
some commercially important species. They just give a flavour and do not include many 
keystone ecosystem species like sprat.  
 
3.4 Produc<vity  
 
If an ecosystem-based approach is used as set out in the DMAP informaXon, then we should 
get a good insight into where the most producXve areas are. Below in Figure 4 we 
superimposed the Chlorophyll α levels on the DMAP proposal.  Chlorophyll α equates to 
phytoplankton hotspots as ecosystem engines. The map shows the highest phytoplankton 
concentraXons in red-orange-yellow are close to the shore where warm water, upwellings and 
nutrients facilitate growth. Plankton in turn is ‘converted’ to macro invertebrates and fish like 
sprat and sandeel which are consumed by larger fish and ocean giants like the basking sharks 
found in this DMAP proposal.  There is ongoing research into how large-scale offshore wind 
farms may interfere with current wind, current and plankton producXon.  We do not have a 
definiXve answer, but if we use the precauXonary approach, we would stay out of this highest 
producXvity zone. Looking back to Figure 2, we can see that the applicaXons hug this zone. 
The MSP DirecXve explicitly indicates the requirement to consider land-sea interacXons. Such 
requirements do not appear to have been given due regard in the DMAP consultaXon. 
 

 
Figure 4: Mean Chlorophyll α Data overlayed with South Coast DMAP Area (UN Ocean Data, 2015, ). 

 
From DMAP proposal area to DraZ DMAP: 
Given the above consideraXons we would see the Southern DMAP proposal radically reduce 
in size and locaXon when republished as DraZ DMAP. The draZ DMAP area should be more 
than 20 km offshore to avoid the most producXve inshore areas and concentraXng on the 
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Conclusion  
 
To conclude, we see the present DMAP approach as suffering from a biodiversity bypass which 
is not site specific but a systemaXc fundamental flaw in design of DMAPs. A recent Southern 
DMAP informaXon webinar encapsulated the approach. Mark Willis pointed out that the 
DMAP objecXve was to address the Energy and Climate crises. The dual Climate and 
Biodiversity crises which the Dáil voted to address in 2019 wasn’t menXoned.   
 
We believe that the energy crisis is exasperated by the rapid expansion of data centres and 
that focussing on providing more energy by hasty DMAP and OW development is high risk.  A 
precauXonary approach would have prioriXsed recovery of biodiversity and blue carbon 
features. It would see MPA legislaXon, new MPA designaXon and site 
management/restoraXon of our exisXng Natura 2000 network get all the a^enXon they need 
and be in place as safety frame for wise OW development.  
 
Government must lead by example in the interest of its people, its nature and natural 
resources. We believe the State must demonstrate an integrated transparent approach, 
tackling both the climate and biodiversity crises in planning future sea use.  
 
Achieving this means changing Terms of Reference and allocaXng more staff to MSP and the 
OW units in the Department of the Environment and Department of Housing.    
 
The MariXme SpaXal Planning Act 2021 which set up the DMAP process contained a strong 
commitment to public parXcipaXon.  While it is laudable that public parXcipaXon is so deeply 
anchored in the DMAP process, eNGOs and others struggle to find the Xme and experXse to 
parXcipate. In line with previous Environmental Pillar submissions and the recent research 
and recommendaXons produced by the Friends of the Earth-led coaliXon of eNGOs and 
offshore wind operators, be^er supports are required.  

 
 




