
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council’s response to the Irish Government 

Department of Justice and Equality consultation on Seasonal Clock Changes 

 

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council is the third largest local government district within 

Northern Ireland, and shares a land border with Ireland’s counties of Louth and Monaghan. 

 

As noted above, the consultation asks three important questions: 

1. Do you want to stop changing the clocks twice a year? 

2. If the clock changes stop, do you want to remain on summer time or winter time? 

3. What would your opinion be if this proposal were to give rise to different time zones 

between Ireland and Northern Ireland? 

 

In general, there needs to be a critical evaluation as to the level of consideration of how the 

role of summertime arrangements varies between European Union Member States due to 

the interplay between longitude, latitude and time zone in determining daylight hours.   

 

It is Council’s understanding that the European Commission has proposed a Directive to end 

seasonal clock changes in the European Union in 2019 meaning Member States would be 

required to choose to apply 'permanent summer-time' or 'permanent winter-time'.  

 

The implication of the proposed Directive is further complicated by Brexit, wherein should 

the United Kingdom and the European Union reach an agreement according to the terms of 

the draft Withdrawal Agreement, the United Kingdom would be required to implement the 

proposed Directive during the transition period.  

 

Notwithstanding this, the overall implications for the United Kingdom as a whole are 

exacerbated by the devolution settlement with Northern Ireland, under which time is a 

devolved matter.   

 

While time is a reserved matter in respect of Scotland and Wales, there is no equivalent 

reservation or exception for Northern Ireland. The Northern Ireland Act 1998 currently 

provides that obligations under EU law are an excepted matter, but under a potential no-

deal scenario this would fall away.  If the United Kingdom should then decide to maintain 

summertime arrangements, Northern Ireland (assuming the devolved institutions have been 

re-established) would have to choose between having a one-hour time difference for half 



the year either with the Republic of Ireland or with the rest of the United Kingdom.  The 

cumulative effect of this decision-making process, and outcome, may also in itself potentially 

adversely impact upon the promotion of good relations.  

 

The implementation of different time zones between Ireland and Northern Ireland has also 

potential to have both a direct and indirect adverse equality of opportunity impact upon the 

daily life of individuals who reside in one jurisdiction and avail of public sector services / 

work in the other.   

 

A specific example would be the impact on people with dependents with regard to child care 

arrangements related to current working hours in one jurisdiction and the operational hours 

of schools in the other. 

   

Taking these matters into account Council believe the Irish Government should seriously 

consider the potential impact upon the daily lives of individuals, and whether there has been 

an adequate evaluation of alternative options, including the possibility of allowing individual 

Member States to choose whether or not to observe seasonal clock changes. 



	
	
CONSULTATION ON SEASONAL CLOCK CHANGES 
 
RESPONSE FROM NORTHERN IRELAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
 
DECEMBER 2018 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Thank you for including Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry (NI Chamber) in your 
consultation into the EU proposal to end seasonal clock changes in 2021.   

 
NI Chamber is an award winning, quality assured, customer focused membership organisation with 
over 230 years commitment to the Northern Ireland economy. It is a well-known network for business 
with a membership of 1,200 businesses from across Northern Ireland, representing over 100,000 
employees.   

 
Our primary focus is to support business growth through export, working with a number of key 
stakeholders including Invest NI, InterTradeIreland and the Department for the Economy in Northern 
Ireland. NI Chamber is also a member of the British Chambers of Commerce and Chambers Ireland 
networks. 
 
It is our understanding that the EU proposal to end seasonal clock changes in 2021 would mean that 
the twice-yearly clock change would be abolished and that the EU would either stay on the ‘summer 
time’ or ‘winter time’ clock meaning brighter or darker mornings/evenings depending on the choice made.  
The UK is expected to have exited the EU by the time these changes take place and has no current 
plans to change Daylight Saving Time.  We appreciate the arrangements are different for Northern 
Ireland as time is a devolved matter.  
 
We would like to concentrate our response on one of the questions that you ask on the impact of this 
proposal on introducing different time zones between Ireland and Northern Ireland. This would mean 
that there would be a one-hour time difference between Northern Ireland/the UK and the Republic of 
Ireland for 7 months of the year as clocks could go forward and back in Northern Ireland but remain 
unchanged in the Republic of Ireland.   

 
2.0 The Border 

The importance of border flows between the two economies in terms of trade, supply chains, work, 
shopping, tourism etc. have been well documented.  For example, the Republic of Ireland accounts for 
around a third of Northern Ireland’s exports. Almost 15% of Northern Irish firms sell across the border 
and over three-quarters of Northern Irish exporting firms export to Ireland only. Northern Ireland 
accounts for between 10 to 12% of Irish exports to the UK and around one-quarter of Irish exporting 
firms sell most of their export to Northern Ireland alone. It is estimated that over 30,000 people cross 
the border every day to work1. The interconnectedness of the two economies is undisputed.   
 
Different time zones could have practical implications for the thousands of businesses and people who 
cross the border as a regular part of their work and lives.   For example, a business with operations on 
both sides of the border could find itself in the position that one of its operations in Newry will open an 
hour earlier and close an hour earlier than its operation in Dundalk less than half an hour away.  This 
time difference may have implications for the business’s systems, communications, logistics which in 
turn could have costs implications at the very least in the short term as businesses adapt to ensure that 
any disruption from different time zones are minimised. In terms of cross-border transport and logistics 
there could be extra costs incurred for adjusting schedules and timetables.  
 
 
 

																																																								
1 InterTradeIreland, September 2018 



	
	
3.0 Impact on international trade 

There could also be implications on trade with one piece of research suggesting that each hour of time 
difference reduces international goods trade by between 2% and 7%2.  This is because differences can 
mean reducing the amount of time in the normal working day in which real-time communication (e.g. 
telephone conversations and video-conferencing) can take place. This is particularly important if there 
is the need for real-time interaction between providers and buyers.  The issues are different depending 
on different sectors and it is the case that technology has lessened the impact on trade of different time 
zones over time.  Nevertheless, the suggestion is that there could be some cost and trade implications 
to any differences introduced at least in the short term as businesses/individuals adapt.   

 
4.0 Impact on smaller firms 

We believe that the changes could have more significant implications for our smallest firms. Cross 
border trade is particularly important to micro and small businesses in both jurisdictions and for many it 
is the first stepping-stone into the exporting arena.  In fact, over 80% of Northern Irelands’ smallest 
exporters sell to the Republic of Ireland alone. It is very important that any changes do not make it more 
difficult and/or more costly for these smallest firms in terms of trading practices. Neighbouring markets 
are typically easiest to enter and anything that makes them less accessible can only be damaging.    

 
5.0 All-island energy market 

The All Island energy market warrants specific consideration. It would be important to understand if time 
differences would require changes to ISEM operation systems which in turn could have cost and time 
implications to resolve.  The effect on system peak in terms of how energy is used across the island of 
Ireland would need reviewed.  Two different time zones could be challenging given that everything from 
dispatch instructions to market bids in the sector are time sensitive in that market and different time 
stamps could prove complicated. Greater consideration is needed of the implications of different time 
zones for the energy market from both operational and cost perspectives.   

 
6.0 Conclusion 

Northern Ireland is in the unique position of being the only part of the UK with a land border with another 
EU country. Our two economies are inextricably linked not least from a trading perspective and the 
Republic of Ireland’s importance to Northern Ireland is critical. Brexit already poses significant 
challenges and we do not need another factor that could possibly make trading arrangements with 
Ireland more complicated.  As a small open economy Northern Ireland needs to find ways to make it 
easier to expand participation in exporting - not make it more difficult.   

 
We do believe this proposal requires further consideration and that the practical implications for 
businesses on both sides of the border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland need to 
be researched in more detail.  We believe it would be useful to present examples of how the practicalities 
of two different time zones would play out and their implications on trade, costs and investment.  As 
discussed, the sectoral perspective is also important with the Single Energy Market being a case in 
point.   

 
We welcome the opportunity of discussing this important issue further with you.  

 
//ENDS 

 
For further information please contact: 
Christopher Morrow, Head of Communications & Policy  
Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Tel: 02890 244113 / 07808789163 
Email: christopher.morrow@northernirelandchamber.com 

																																																								
2 Anderson, UEA, 2013 
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Hi, 
 
  
 
The permanent change to summertime (UTC+1) will have little or no impact on the 
operations at the Port of Galway.  
 
The Port operates on a 24hr basis, ships docking and sailing at all stages of the tide, during 
darkness and in daylight. 
 
Stevedoring operations operate from 06:00hrs to 22:00hrs. 
 
Tanker Operation operate on a 24hrs basis (00:01 to 23:59). 
 
The length of the daylight hours does not change so there is no impact on the use or reliance 
of solar panels for charging of  
 
navigational aids.  
 
  
 
The table below are the times for Galway for the year 2021.  The difference in time to 
Dublin is due to the longitudinal separation of the two cities  
 
of approximately 11.5mins. 
 
  
 
The greatest societal impact will be for port employees travelling to work in darkness or 
during civil twilight leaving a period of approximately 1 month  
 
where travel times before civil twilight reaches 08:00hrs (13th December to 17th January). 
Civil Twilight can be considered as the approximate times  
 
when street lighting is required. 
 
  
 
Malin Head in North Donegal is the most affected by the change which is some 17minutes 
later than Dublin during the winter solstice. 
 
  
 
Regards 



 
  
 
Captain Brian Sheridan 
 
Harbour Master 
 
Port of Galway 
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To whom it may concern:  
 
  
 
RTÉ Transmission Network are the authority responsible for the encoding and transmission 
of the National Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) platform Saorview, the encoding and 
transmission of the National Frequency Modulation (FM) Network consisting of RTÉ Radio 
1, RTÉ 2FM, RTÉ Lyric fm & RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta, the provision of local transmission 
facilities for various local FM Radio Stations around the country, the provision of Digital 
Audio Broadcasting (DAB) encoding and transmission facilities to the major cites of the 
Republic and finally the encoding provision of the national “in-fill” solution for Saorview 
DTT - Saorsat.  
 
  
 
All of these systems transmit real-time, time of day (ToD) clocks, these clocks synchronise 
the Saorview approved DTT television and Set Top Box receiver population, this 
synchronisation enables the Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) within those receivers to 
function, on certain Set Top Box’s this clock enables also recording and series linking 
functionality.  On the FM network the time of day data is transmitted within Radio Data 
System (RDS) signal, again to provide synchronisation to both mobile FM car and fixed 
home FM radio receivers, the DAB network and Saorsat system operate in an identical 
manner.  
 
  
 
Under the current IST/IWT arrangement, the authority engages in a exercise twice a year to 
ensure that all of these systems signal the correct time of day to the receiver population of the 
Republic, this exercise is quite logistic in manner and consumes significant resource in i) 
ensuring the change occurs ii) ensuring the signalled change is correct.  
 
  
 
The current time change therefore introduces a degree of risk to the stability of our broadcast 
systems and we would therefore welcome the proposal to remove the Irish Summer Time / 
Irish Winter Time change.  
 
  
 
  
 
Is mise le meas 
 
Des 



 
  
 
  
 

 

Deasún Mac Giolla an Ċloig
 

Ceannaire Sláine Líonra Head of 
Network 
Integrity 

2RN 2RN 
Bloc B Block B 
Cúirte Baile an Chócaigh               Cookstown 

Court 
Seanbhóthar Belgard                     Old Belgard 

Road 
Tamhlacht Tallaght 
Baile Átha Cliath D24 WK28 Dublin D24 

WK28 
Éire Ireland 
Teileafón +353 1 208 3095 Phone +353 1 

208 3095 
Fón Póca +353 87 0645950 Mobile +353 87 

0645950 
Ríomh-phost: des.mac@2rn.ie Email: 

des.mac@2rn.ie
 
  
 
Séanadh Ríomhphoist: Tá an t-eolas sa ríomhphost seo faoi rún agus d'fhéadfadh sé a bheith 
faoi phribhléid dhlíthiúil. Is ar an seolaí amháin atá sé dírithe. Níl cead ag aon duine eile 
rochtain a fháil ar an ríomhphost seo. Mura tú an faighteoir beartaithe, tá cosc ar aon 
nochtadh, cóipéail, dáileadh, nó aon ghníomh a dhéanamh nó a fhágáil ar lár i dtaca leis an 
ríomhphost agus d'fhéadfadh sin a bheith mídhleathach. Tabhair ar aird le do thoil, 
d'fhéadfadh ríomhphost chuig, ó agus laistigh de RTÉ / 2rn a bheith faoi réir an Achta um 
Shaoráil Faisnéise 2014, agus d'fhéadfadh go ndéanfaí é a nochtadh. 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  



 
  
 
  
 
  
2rn Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. 
It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this e-mail by anyone else is unauthorised. If 
you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or any action taken 
or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. Please note that 
emails to, from and within 2rn may be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014 and 
may be liable to disclosure  

 



    
   Seán Kelly MEP, Ireland South  

                                               

 

Seán Kelly MEP 

Submission on European Commission Proposal to end Seasonal Clock Change 

 
 
Having been part of a small group of MEPs that have worked to keep this issue to the fore since the 
beginning of my time in office in 2009, I think we can say with certainty that our efforts were justified 
given the overwhelming majority of EU citizens who agree that we should do away with the bi-annual 
clock change. 
 

The Commission Proposal result shows the power and importance of the European Parliament, and 

indeed what can be achieved through sustained hard work on behalf of our constituents. The 

Commission were reluctant to do anything on this issue for many years now, but in February, my 

working group finally got the issue onto the agenda, and Parliament backed us in calling on the 

European Commission to conduct a thorough assessment of the practice. 

 

The issue has a major impact on our citizens as shown in the recent public consultation on daylight 

savings time, which received 4.6 million responses – the highest ever engagement for an EU public 

consultation. EU citizens gave overwhelming support for the abolishment of the biannual clock change 

in that 84 percent of respondents favoured scrapping the biannual clock change. It is extremely 

welcome that the Commission are acting so quickly after the release of the consultation results. It is 

important that we listen to what the vast majority of people have asked for and to deliver it for them. I 

am also delighted that the Irish government is acting quickly in turn. 

 

The disruption caused by the clock change has a detrimental impact on human health, according to a 

number of studies. My colleagues and I are concerned by the serious health and safety concerns that 

this change of time presents to citizens. Studies prove that going against the natural rhythm has a 

detrimental impact on sleep and overall health, leading to weakened immunity, increased anxiety and 

depression in some cases. Reports have shown that it even has a negative impact on tiredness in 

drivers, increasing the risk of accidents. Citizens also reported these examples in their consultation 

responses. 

 

I believe it to be an unnecessary, archaic exercise and it is high time that we address the issue of 

daylight savings and put an end to this unnecessary practice. If the natural shift to winter time 

happened at a slower, normal rate, the impacts would be less stark and perhaps we would all benefit 

health-wise. An end to the clock change will bring important benefits to EU citizens. 
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This proposal has no implications for the State Examinations Commission 
 
  
 
Regards, 
 
  
 
Aidan 
 
  
 
Aidan Farrell, 
 
Chief Executive Officer, 
 
State Examinations Commission, 
 
Cornamaddy, 
 
Athlone, 
 
Co. Westmeath 
 
  
 
Direct Line (090) 6442771 
 
  
 
Designated Public Official under Regulation of Lobbying Act,2015. See www.lobbying.ie 
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To whom it may concern 

 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
As a general principle, the Teachers’ Union of Ireland (TUI) - which represents some 18,000 
teachers and lecturers in the second level, further and adult education and third level sectors 
of the Irish public education system - favours the EU Commission proposal to end seasonal 
clock changes in 2021. 
 
However, there is a caveat. It relates to the possibility that the UK could oppose and/or not 
apply the Commission proposal. 
 
Were the UK not to end season clock changes, there would be potentially adverse 
implications for particular cohorts of our members and students, not least those resident in 
border counties.  
 
Just over 10,000 students from Ireland study in the UK/Northern Ireland at present.  Any 
changes in clock times that leave Ireland at variance with Northern Ireland would be 
problematic. For example, in the North West Regional College in Derry, two thirds of all 
students enrolled are from the Republic of Ireland. Will that continue to be the case if a time 
difference is in place? If not, will additional funding be provided to institutions in the 
Republic of Ireland to create additional places with a view to facilitating these students to 
study locally? 
 
Many students in border counties participate in work experience placements in Northern 
Ireland and a difference in time between the two jurisdictions would have its own 
implications in respect of the timing of placements, supervision of/visiting students on 
placements.  
 
For students in the adult and further education sectors, it could have significant and possibly 
costly implications in terms of childcare arrangements.  
 
For persons who work in the Republic but live in Northern Ireland, it goes without saying 
that any time difference as between the jurisdictions will have an impact on their work and 
home life. 
 
A number of cross-border initiatives currently in place could also be impacted. For example, 
some Youthreach Centres in border counties can take students from Northern Ireland. These 
students might not participate if their start time is 8 a.m. as opposed to 9am. 
 
I trust that these preliminary observations are of use. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
John MacGabhann 



 
General Secretary 
 
Teachers' Union of Ireland 
 
  
 
CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:   The content of this e-mail and any attachment are the 
property of the Teachers’ Union of Ireland and is for the use only of the intended recipient. It 
may contain confidential information and/or material that is privileged. If it has come to you 
in error, you should not take any action based upon it, and you should not copy it, distribute it 
or show it to anyone. In such a case, please telephone Teachers' Union of Ireland immediately 
on +353 1 4922588 and delete it from your system. 
 
  
 
VIRUS WARNING:    You are requested to carry out your own virus check before opening 
any attachment. The Teachers' Union of Ireland accepts no liability for any loss or damage 
which may be caused by software viruses. 
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Hi Eoghan,  
 
TG4 as an organisation has no view on the issue of Seasonal clock changes. 
 
  
 
Regards 
 
  
 
  
 
Neil 
 
  
 
  
 
Neil Keaveney 
 
Stiúrthóir Teicneolaíochta TG4 
TG4 
 
Baile na hAbhann, Co na Gaillimhe, H91 X4T0 
 
T:   +353 91 505050   M:   
 
E:    Neil.Keaveney@tg4.ie 
 
W:  www.tg4.ie 
 

 
 
    Féach aon uair ag www.tg4.tv 



 
 
 [IMAGE]  [IMAGE]  [IMAGE] 
 
Fógra faoi Rúndacht: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon  iatán a ghabhann leis rúnda agus 
tharlódh go mbeadh ábhar íogarach tráchtála  san áireamh 
ann.  Is leis an duine / nó daoine sin amháin a bhfuil siad  seolta chucu a bhaineann siad agus 
ní ceart iad a léamh ná a scaoileadh  chuig 
aon tríu páirtí gan cead roimh ré ó TG4. Deimhníonn an fonóta seo chomh maith gur 
seiceáileadh an teachtaireacht ríomhphoist seo ar fhaitíos 
vírís. Tabhair cuairt ar ár suíomh idirlín ag https://www.tg4.ie 
 
  
 
Notice re Confidentiality and electronic signatures:  This e-mail and any attachment 
transmitted with it are confidential and may contain 
commercially sensitive information. They are intended solely for the use of the intended 
recipient and should not be read or released to any 
third party without the prior consent of TG4. This footnote also confirms that this e-mail has 
been swept for the presence of computer viruses.  
 
  
 
Please visit our website at https://www.tg4.ie(See attached file: image002.png)(See attached 
file: image003.png)(See attached file: image004.png) 
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