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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Background to the strategy

Combhairle na Tuaithe was established by Eamon
O Cuiv, TD, Minister for Community, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs in February 2004. It comprises
representatives of the farming organisations,
recreational users of the countryside and state
bodies with an interest in the countryside. Its terms
of reference included, inter alia, the development
of a National Countryside Recreation Strategy.
While the organisations represented on Comhairle
na Tuaithe have individual views on many of the
issues discussed in its contents, the strategy reflects
the consensus view and is presented to the Minister
for his consideration.

Comhairle na Tuaithe agreed the following definition
of countryside recreation:

‘Countryside recreation applies to those sporting,
recreational and holiday pursuits based on use
of the resources of the countryside and which
contribute to healthy active lifestyles. The term
countryside includes land, water and air. The
term recreation in this context applies to sporting
and recreational activities, which operate in
the countryside as defined above. It does not
refer to sporting activities, which take place in
the countryside on confined courses or pitches
specifically designed and constructed for those
sports e.g. golf, football, show jumping etc.’

A call for submissions, which closed in December
2005, was placed in the national and provincial
newspapers, and Combhairle na Tuaithe wrote to
groups representing recreational interests, state
agencies and relevant Government departments
seeking their views on the development of
countryside recreation. Of the submissions received,
68 per cent related to land-based activities, 19 per
cent to water and air-based activities accounted for
13 per cent. The opinions expressed and policy and
development suggestions in the responses received
were particularly helpful to Comhairle na Tuaithe in
the formulation of this draft National Countryside
Recreation Strategy.

Comhairle na Tuaithe's vision for countryside
recreation is a countryside, which welcomes all
visitors who practise responsible use of the resource,
and where the rights and responsibilities of both
landowners and recreational users are respected
and the necessary funding and structures are in
place to deliver a recreation service.

The Strategic Objectives set out in the
Strateqy are:-

1. To achieve sustainable and responsible
recreation in the countryside.

2. To promote caring recreational use of the
countryside.

3. To develop a national framework that
promotes the rights and responsibilities
of both owners and users.

4. To develop a suitable structure to deliver a
national countryside recreation
service in a strategic and co-ordinated way.

5. To secure a package of funding mechanisms
to deliver on the objectives of the strategy.

The principles underpinning the
strategic objectives of the National
Countryside Recreation Strategy are as
follows:-
* Recognition of the value of countryside
recreation in terms of improving quality of life,

and delivering economic, social and health
benefits.

Protection of the natural, cultural and built
heritage of our countryside and of the natural
environment, including wildlife habitats.

Full cognisance of the legal rights and
concerns of land owners, who are
predominantly the farming community and
state agencies.

* Acceptance of the need of recreational users
to have reasonable access to the countryside
and uplands.

Provision of education and awareness
programmes to promote the responsible use
of the countryside for recreational purposes.

Encouragement of farmers and other
landowners to provide for outdoor recreation
and to develop rural enterprises based on
outdoor recreation, thereby providing them
with the opportunity to benefit financially.

* Development and maintenance of
infrastructure both general and specific
to the activities themselves, to provide for
countryside recreation.

Centrality of quality to the provision of
outdoor recreation, whereby outdoor
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recreational areas and related facilities are Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs would be the body
planned, designed and managed according to with overall responsibility for overseeing the
best international practices, including those implementation of these actions.

relating to ‘access for all’ principles.

Combhairle na Tuaithe recommends
that the following tasks be undertaken
to achieve the strategic objectives:-

* Development of infrastructure for countryside
recreation.

e Provision of information on countryside
recreation opportunities and how to
participate.

* Design of education programmes, in and out
of school, for the promotion of:-

- training
- awareness

- respectful enjoyment of the countryside,
and

- understanding of the impact of
recreation on the environment.

* Development and promotion of agreements
on access as a priority (see recommendations
re legislative and indemnity issues on pages
13/14 and 22).

* Support of landowners/managers.

* Development of a representative national
structure.

* Development of representative local structures.

* Implementation and monitoring of the
National Countryside Recreation Strategy.

* Maximising the potential of the rural
development programme to support the
implementation of the National Countryside
Recreation Strategy.

* Engagement of other Government
Departments and agencies to support the
National Countryside Recreation Strategy.

The Strategy sets out in detail the actions which
are required to be undertaken and by whom to
ensure that these tasks are carried out in order to
achieve the various objectives. While a range of
bodies, including other Government Departments
and Agencies, would be involved in this regard, it
is anticipated that the Department of Community, 3



Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

When establishing Comhairle na Tuaithe in February
2004, Eamon O Cuiv, TD, Minister for Community,
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs requested that, as part
of its terms of reference, Comhairle na Tuaithe
should develop a National Countryside Recreation
Strategy. While the organisations represented on
Combhairle na Tuaithe have individual views on many
of the issues discussed in this strategy, this strategy
reflects the consensus view and is presented to the
Minister for his consideration.

Purpose of the National Countryside
Recreation Strategy

The purpose of this strategy is to define the
scope, vision and a suggested framework for
implementation for Countryside Recreation as
agreed by Combhairle na Tuaithe. It sets out
the broad principles under which sustainable
countryside recreation should be managed over the
coming five years. These principles include: mutual
respect between users and landowners; respect for
the countryside environment and an approach to
access management which recognises the nature of
land ownership in Ireland. It also seeks to define the
roles that various organisations should play in the
development and implementation of that strategy.

Combhairle na Tuaithe

Combhairle na Tuaithe was established by Eamon O
Cuiv, TD, Minister for Community, Rural & Gaeltacht
Affairs in February 2004. This decision followed a
recommendation to the Minister from the Rural/
Agri Tourism Advisory Group that a countryside
council be established.

Comhairle na Tuaithe comprises representatives of
the farming organisations, recreational users of the
countryside and state bodies with an interest in
the countryside. A full list of the membership of
Combhairle na Tuaithe is contained in Appendix 1.
Its terms of reference are listed in Appendix 2.

Since its inception, Comhairle na Tuaithe has
focused on the three priority areas of:

* access to the countryside,

¢ developing a countryside code and

* developing a countryside recreation strategy.

Three working groups with a cross-section of
stakeholders were established in order to address
these issues. The members of these working
groups are listed in Appendix 3. This approach has

resulted in Comhairle na Tuaithe identifying a set
of access parameters in the countryside, which it
believes will serve as a basis for agreed systems of
access to private property and conflict prevention.
The parameters agreed by the members of
Combhairle na Tuaithe are contained in Appendix 4.

Comhairle na Tuaithe has also considered the
key features necessary for countryside code
development, with a focus on the potential
application of the internationally recognised
Leave No Trace Initiative. This code is detailed in
Appendix 5.

Background to the Development of
this Countryside Recreation Strategy

The Strategy Working Group of Combhairle na
Tuaithe oversaw the drafting of this strategy. The
permanent members of the Strategy Working
Group are listed in Appendix 3.

A conference to promote the launching of Comhairle
na Tuaithe, entitted Managing Countryside
RecreationinIreland, was held in Portlaoise on Friday
19th November 2004. This event was organised by
the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht
Affairs in association with Comhairle na Tuaithe.
The conference was attended by almost 200 people
representing organisations and individuals involved
in countryside recreation encompassing agriculture,
forestry, tourism, conservation, rural development,
recreation users, health, researchers from
universities, local authorities and representatives
from Government Departments.

Attendees were asked to reflect on the uniqueness
of the Irish setting and the recent developments that
led to the establishment of Comhairle na Tuaithe. It
was noted that the All-Party Oireachtas Committee
on the Constitution had reviewed the constitutional
property rights, concluding that no constitutional
amendment was necessary to ensure a balance
through legislation between the rights of individual
owners and the common good. The report of the
Committee included a recommendation to establish
a Countryside Recreation Council and recommended
an approach along the lines of the Northern Ireland
model, where the Countryside Access and Activities
Network was established. The main purpose of
the conference in Portlaoise was to provide an
opportunity for all stakeholders attending to
share ideas on the sustainable development and
proper management of recreational activities in
the countryside and that this would be a first step



towards the development of a national countryside
recreation strategy.

This conference marked the beginning of Comhairle
na Tuaithe’s consultation with interested parties.
The Strategy Working Group having considered the
issues emanating from that conference decided to
have a wide-ranging consultation process which
would seek the views of Government Departments,
State Agencies and representative bodies of the
full range of countryside recreational activities
encompassing land-based, water-based and air-
based activities. The Group determined that a
period of 9 months should be allowed to complete
the development of the Strategy.

Definition of Countryside Recreation

It was felt that an agreed definition of countryside
recreation would aid the consultation process
and therefore Comhairle na Tuaithe agreed the
following: -

‘Countryside recreation applies to those sporting,
recreational and holiday pursuits based on use
of the resources of the countryside and which
contribute to healthy active lifestyles. The term
countryside includes land, water and air. The
term recreation in this context applies to sporting
and recreational activities, which operate in
the countryside as defined above. It does not
refer to sporting activities, which take place in
the countryside on confined courses or pitches
specifically designed and constructed for those
sports e.g. golf, football, show jumping etc.’

Call for Submissions

In October 2005, Combhairle na Tuaithe invited
submissions from interested individuals and
groups as part of the development of a National
Countryside Recreation Strategy, which would
encompass land, air and water based activities.
Chapter 3 and Appendices 6 - 8 provide further
detail on the consultation process and the views
contained in the submissions received.
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Chapter 2

CONTEXT FOR THE
STRATEGY

The number and variety of countryside recreation
activities is increasing and the need for facilities and
infrastructure is becoming greater. The use of the
countryside for recreational activities is becoming
more and more important as people become more
aware of the need for physical activity to promote
personal health and well being. As a recent report
of the National Task Force on Obesity pointed out,
‘clearly there is a public health imperative to ensure
that relevant environmental policies maximise
opportunities for active transport, recreational
physical activity and total physical activity".'

We are also living in a time of great change for
rural communities in Ireland. While it is still the
case that the farming industry is strong we must
acknowledge that the number of full time farmers
is decreasing each year. We need to plan for the
future by ensuring that there is a full spectrum of
jobs available in rural areas. Indeed the Agri Vision
2015 Committee stated in its report that —

the objective of rural development policy is to
provide the conditions for a fulfilling life for
all those living in rural areas so that they can
enjoy a standard of living and quality of life
that make these communities attractive places
in which to work and live. Today’s concept of
rural development must take account of the fact
that, while farming and agri-food employment
continue to be essential parts of the socio-
economic structure, many rural dwellers are
not linked to agriculture and their income and
employment opportunities derive from the wider
economy rather than from agriculture or from
the agri-food sector. To maintain an efficient and
diverse rural economy, and to safeguard its social
infrastructure, non-agricultural employment and
adequately funded physical infrastructure are in
the Committee’s opinion essential.?

Countryside recreation is an area that can help
address both issues - that is the improvement of
our health and wellbeing and the development of
sustainable rural communities.

Leader

LEADER is the EU Community Initiative for Rural
Development that provides approved Local Action
Groups with public funding (EU and National) to
implement multi-sectoral business plans for the
development of their own areas. LEADER in the
current period 2000 to 2006 is being delivered via
two programmes:

Leader plus

The essential aim of the measure, which has a public
contribution of some€73.7 million, is to encourage
the emergence and testing of new approaches to
integrated and sustainable development in rural
communities. The Initiative is in place in 22 areas
throughout the country.

The National Rural Development Programme.

The National Rural Development Programme, with
a public contribution of some €75.6 million, forms
part of the Regional Operational Programmes
under the National Development Plan 2000-2006.
The Programme complements the LEADER+
Programme and ensures the availability of funding
in the 13 areas that were not appointed to deliver
the LEADER+ Programme.

Funding for Rural/Agri Tourism is provided from this
Programme on a nation-wide basis.

Under both these programmes substantial funds
have been, and continue to be, committed by
LEADER groups to a variety of innovative countryside
recreation projects.

In addition much support is provided to these
projects in the form of advice and training. In many
cases the LEADER group itself is the promoter or
lead partner in the project.

While many of these projects have a tourism focus
they are also developed with local community
needs in mind.

Community based initiatives

In many areas community based groups have

1 Obesity - The Policy Challenges, The Report of the National Taskforce on Obesity, 2005

2 Report of the Agri Vision 2015 Committee, presented to the Minister for Agriculture & Food, Ms Mary Coughlan, TD in December 2004



become actively involved in the management of
recreational facilities in their locality. This is often
done in conjunction with landowning agencies
such as Coillte or the National Parks and Wildlife
Service (NPWS). The following are four examples of
such initiatives, (all of which are supported by their
local LEADER groups) which have been taken from
the submissions made to Combhairle na Tuaithe
around this strategy. There are, however, many
other examples, which could be cited including
community work under other programmes and
schemes.

Wicklow Uplands Council (WUC) is an independent
grassroots organisation which brings together the
various interests in the Wicklow Uplands including
farming, landowning, recreational, environmental,
community, economic and tourism. Many of its
projects have been, jointly developed with and
supported by Wicklow Rural Partnership Ltd. These
projects aim to promote the sustainable use and
enjoyment of the uplands in partnership with
the people who live, work and recreate there.
Current initiatives include 1) the coordination of
the Wicklow Sustainable Trails Network Project,
an ERDF funded project involving WUC, Coillte,
NPWS3, Wicklow County Council and Mountain
Meitheal in the management and promotion of the
Wicklow Way, St Kevin’s Way and other trails in the
region; 2) research and development of ‘agreed’
access routes to areas of high amenity on private
lands; 3) participation in trans-national exchange
programmes dealing with local development issues
including training in the provision of recreational
facilities; 4) trail development in co-operation with
local communities e.g. Old Railway Walk, Tinahely;
5) trail monitoring and user survey on the Wicklow
Way; 6) participating in a project in conjunction
with Coillte, NPWS, ESB and the Local Authorities
to combat illegal dumping particularly in amenity
parking areas.

Ballyhoura Development Ltd was formed to
encourage and facilitate rural development in the
Ballyhoura region. One of its main partners is
Ballyhoura Failte whose function is to specifically
promote and develop tourism opportunities in the
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region. Ballyhoura Development and Ballyhoura
Failte have made a substantial investment in
countryside recreation opportunities in the region,
directly through grants, and other incentives, and
indirectly through advice, training, marketing
assistance and promotional activities. Since
creating the Ballyhoura Way Marked Way and Way
Marked Loop Walks, the two companies have been
concerned with the provision of a wide variety of
high quality, sustainable recreation opportunities.
The designation of the Ballyhoura Mountain Park,
the development of fitness trails and orienteering
trails and the planning and assisting Coillte with
the development of a major Mountain Bike Park*
are just some of the achievements to date.

IRD Duhallow is a community-based rural
development company. It has worked with Coillte,
National Waymarked Ways Advisory Committee,
Cork Kerry Tourism and local landowners to develop
the Duhallow Way. The Duhallow Way is part of the
Munster Way, a spectacular way, which runs from
Killarney in Co. Kerry to Clogheen in Co. Tipperary.
The stretch, which is almost 50km, offers a contrast
of wild bog and mountain, forest roadways, glens,
lakes, rivers and vast areas of spectacular isolation.
IRD Duhallow has also promoted the development
of looped walks along the route. Millstreet Country
park is one of IRD Duhallow’s flagship projects. The
200 hectare park is a showcase of how the delicate
balance between nature and economic development
can be achieved. The park, which is privately owned,
provides employment for up to forty people at the
height of the tourist season. It is a mix of open
bogland, upland and lowland arboretum, mixed
woodlands, wildflower meadows, groves, gardens,
tumbling rivers and lakes.

Under South West Mayo Development Company,
5 neighbouring communities are working together
to produce a joint walking & tourism initiative. The
four communities of Newport, Derrada, Tiernaur &
Mulranny are on the north side of Clew Bay. The
fifth community is Aughagower, which lies to the
south of Westport. All of the groups aim to ‘hang’
their loops from a longer linear route. To the north
of Clew Bay the linear route is the Achill Spur that

3 On the ground work for this project has been undertaken and co resourced by Coillte, NPWS and Mountain Meitheal

4 Coillte is developing this park, in a number of areas across the country under the Forest Recreation Infrastructure Programme and

supported by Failte Ireland under the National Development Plan.



heads west to Achill, from the Western Way (WMW)
north of Newport. The Aughagower loops will
attach themselves to the Téchar Way that starts in
Balla in the east and travels 38 miles to Murrisk in
the west.

The Company and community representatives are
currently working with Mayo County Council to
ensure the Council’s development and insurance of
the linear routes. South West Mayo Development
Company administers the Rural Social Scheme in SW
Mayo and the scheme is currently supporting Mayo
County Council in the development & maintenance
of the Way Marked Ways in Mayo. The RSS will
also support communities in the development &
maintenance of the community loop walks.

Rural Social Scheme

The aim of the Rural Social Scheme is to provide
directly improved rural services at a reasonable cost
to the Exchequer and, at the same time, to ensure
an income and employment support for certain
small farmers and their families who can no longer
make a viable living on the land. The scheme is
implemented by LEADER groups and in the Gaeltacht
by Udaras na Gaeltachta and LEADER groups. Over
€40 million has been provided in the Department
of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affair's estimates
for the Rural Social Scheme in 2006. In addition a
further €3 million has been provided for capital
spending under the scheme.

Groups throughout the country have used the
Rural Social Scheme to maintain walks and trails.
Further schemes should be encouraged and funded
in the future to carryout the physical work on the
infrastructure projects described in the following
chapter. From the point of view of Comhairle na
Tuaithe and the Countryside Recreation Strategy, it
is important that the use of the scheme in this way
will complement and support the rural development
measure in the draft strategy.

Rural Development Strategy 2007 to
2013

The Rural Development Strategy 2007 to 2013,
which is currently in preparation, provides an
opportunity to capitalise on the synergies described
in the preceding paragraph. While agriculture and
forestry remain the main land uses and still have
a valuable contribution to make to socio-economic
development, the rural development strategy will
place agriculture in a broader context that also takes
into account the protection of the rural environment
and the attractiveness of rural areas to residents
and visitors.

In July 2005, the EU Agriculture Council adopted
a Regulation, on rural development support
through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development, for the next programming period
(2007-2013). The Rural Development policy focuses
on three key objectives i.e.:

1) Increasing the competitiveness of the
agricultural sector through support for
restructuring.

2) Enhancing the environment and countryside
through support for land management.

3) Strengthening the quality of life in rural areas
and promoting diversification of economic
activities.

These areas are covered in four axes:

Axis 1: Improving competitiveness of farming and
forestry

Axis 2: Improving the environment and the
countryside

Axis 3: Improving quality of life and diversification
of the rural economy

Axis 4: the LEADER approach

Axis 3 will be based around measures linked to
diversifying the rural economy and improving the
quality oflifeinrural areas. Itwillincludeencouraging
the development of tourism and diversification to
non-agricultural activities. The implementation
method for this axis will be through local action
groups realizing local development strategies and
using the LEADER approach.

The National Rural Development Strategy 2007 to
2013, being developed, is structured around the
EU Strategic Guidelines. There will be significant
additional resources made available through the
European Union for wider rural economy measures.
In this context, axis 3 will provide the greatest
opportunity to develop countryside recreation via
the local action groups and the Rural and Agri
Tourism measures to be drawn up. This axis will
provide opportunities for partnerships between
local action groups and state, local authority and
voluntary bodies. Implementation of its measures
will be through these partnerships with local action
groups. This will enable the development of the
infrastructure necessary to improve participation
in countryside recreation activities a by-product of
which will be an improvement in the socio-economic
climate of rural areas.

Account should be taken within these measures
of complementary measures within other national



policies such as the tourism and sports policies so
that duplication can be avoided and co-ordination
of strategies encouraged. It is recommended that
the new institutional framework of understanding
between Government departments, state agencies/
semi-state companies (e.g. Failte Ireland, Coillte,
Waterways Ireland, Forest Service and National
Parks and Wildlife Service) and local action groups
to work together to deliver on these measures be
put in place as a matter of urgency.

Water Based Recreation

Inland water-based recreation and leisure is directly
managed, developed and promoted under statute
by Inland Fisheries Service, Waterways Ireland and
the Office of Public Works. It is centred mainly on
angling and cruising on lakes, rivers and canals.

Waterways Ireland

Waterways  Ireland is  the  North/South
Implementation Body responsible for the
management, maintenance, development and

restoration of the inland navigable waterway
systems throughout the island, principally for
recreational purposes.

Waterways Ireland’s mission is to strive to provide
a high quality recreational environment centred on
the inland waterways of Ireland in its care, for the
use and benefit of everyone.

The waterways under the remit of Waterways
Ireland are the Lower Bann Navigation, the Erne
System, the Shannon-Erne Waterway, the Barrow
Navigation, the Grand Canal, the Royal Canal and
the Shannon Navigation. This network provides a
waterway link from Belleek to Waterford, Limerick
to Dublin and many places in between. The inland
waterways are a wonderful resource which can be
enjoyed and experienced by all in many different
ways.

The waterways contribute to countryside recreation
through the wide range activities on offer along the
1,000km waterway system. The development of the
waterways also brings increased economic activity
and benefits to the local waterway economies. The
waterway network is home to a substantial cruise
hire fleet of boats and a large private fleet. The
network also supports sailing, canoeing, kayaking,
rowing, waterskiing, wakeboarding and numerous
other water sports. Coarse angling is also popular
with both domestic and foreign anglers; while
the way-marked ways and cycle routes along the
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towpaths and banks provide a tranquil and oft
times spectacular journey. The fringes, banks and
hedgerows along the waterways provide a habitat
for all types of flora and fauna.

Waterways Ireland works to continually enhance
the facilities and services offered on the waterways
to meet the needs of increasingly demanding and
sophisticated local and visiting recreational users.

Fisheries Board

The general function of the Central Fisheries Board
is to, inter alia promote, support, facilitate and
co-ordinate where necessary the conservation,
protection, management, development and
improvement of inland fisheries. In this regard,
the Regional Fisheries Boards encourage, promote,
market and develop angling for salmon, trout,
coarse and sea fish. They encourage, promote,
organise and co-ordinate the voluntary development
of inland fisheries catchment management plans
in their regions. They co-operate and co-ordinate
with the Central Fisheries Board and other Regional
Fisheries Boards where necessary to ensure the
effective and efficient deployment of resources
and other matter having regard to the need for
the sustainable development of the inland fisheries
resource (including the conservation of fish and
other species of fauna and flora and the biodiversity
of inland water ecosystems) and as far as possible
ensure that their activities are carried out in a
manner which protects the natural heritage within
the meaning of the Heritage Act, 1995. A key
objective of the Boards is to increase involvement
in angling activities especially at youth level. The
Boards are actively involved in supporting initiatives
in this regard.

The Marine Institute

The development of the water-based tourism and
leisure sector forms a core element of the strategic
objectives of the Marine Institute, which aims to
maximise the development potential of the sector
in a sustainable manner. In July 2006, the Institute
published a Strategy for Marine Tourism & Leisure
2007 - 2013. This strategy aims to maximise the
contribution of marine tourism and leisure to the
achievement of national objectives for tourism,
rural and local development, countryside recreation
and the management of natural environment via
co-ordinated action at national and local level. Its
objectivesin the area of recreation are to ensure that
marine and coastal resources are fully developed
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for the wellbeing of local communities and that
safe and responsible use of coastal and marine
resources for leisure and recreation is achieved.

Use of Forests for Recreational
Purposes

A central tenet of Government forest policy, as
promoted by the Forest Service of the Department
of Agriculture and Food, is sustainable forest
management, whereby forests are managed in
a way that maximise the economic, social and
environmental benefits, now and into the future.
The Forest Service recognises the role of woodlands
and forests in outdoor recreation, and the value
of this service in terms of public health and well
being, and environmental awareness and
education, and as the basis for local enterprises,
development and tourism. Recreation is enshrined
in the Irish National Forest Standard as a significant
socio-economic and cultural function of Irish
forestry. The Forest Service has also recently
produced a 48-page guide for developing
woodlands and forests for recreation, entitled
Forest Recreation in Ireland — A Guide for Forest
Owners and Managers.

NeighbourWood Scheme and other Forest
Service funding

A major focus of the Forest Service’s promotion
of forest recreation is on the provision, under
the NeighbourWood Scheme, of ‘close-to-home’
woodland amenities for local communities to use on
a daily basis, in strategic, easily accessible locations
within the urban, peri urban and rural setting.
Within individual projects under the scheme, a
high level of partnership is required between the
local authority, local community, specific user
groups, and, where relevant, non-local authority
landowners.

There is a great diversity of projects under the
NeighbourWood Scheme, reflecting the local
character and heritage, and local needs and
preferences. Projects also vary greatly in size.
Typically, however, the focus is on daily use for a
range of informal activities, such as leisurely strolls,
family visits, daily exercise, dog walking, etc.,
with additional activities surrounding the use of
the woodland as an ‘outdoor classroom’ by local
schools. There are approximately 40 projects

approved to date under the NeighbourWood
Scheme. The Forest Service is currently assessing
measures to widen the scheme to non-local
authority landowners, (e.g. other public bodies,
organisations, institutes, religious orders, schools,
private landowners), thereby expanding its potential
application. However, the emphasis will continue to
be on quality, easily assessable woodland amenity,
public access, and a partnership approach to design
and management.

The Forest Service also provides funding and
support for a wide range of initiatives relating to
forest recreation. Recent and ongoing examples
include: the People’s Millennium Forests Project,
Leave No Trace Ireland, The Tree Council of Ireland’s
Tree Day and Project Forest educational projects,
Designing for Woodland Recreation professional
training courses, and the Society of Irish Foresters’
Annual Forest Walks programme.

Coillte

Coillte is the largest single landowner in the state
with over 440,000 ha. (1.1 million acres, circa 6%
of total land area) of forest and open land and the
single biggest provider of outdoor recreation. Much
of Coillte’s estate is located in areas of high scenic
value and this, along with the fact that forests are
ideal recreation landscapes®, means that Coillte’s
estate attracts a high level of usage for recreation.
It is estimated that there are 18 — 30 million visits
to Coillte forests annually with an estimated value
to users of over €97 million®.

Coillte forests provide an extremely important
resource for delivering recreation with 11 forest
parks and over 150 recreation areas offering
facilities at varying levels from car parking with
access to the countryside to major recreation
developments. Coillte also supports the work of
many other organisations, from community bodies
to national agencies (such as the NWWAC of the
Sports Council), by working in partnership to
provide a wide range of access arrangements and
facilities. Coillte, for example, has over 8,000 km of
forest roads and tracks and currently provides over
52% of all off road national waymarked trails.

Coillte's forests are managed as working forests,
producing timber, delivering nature conservation
and biodiversity and of course recreation. While the
company is a commercial state company, whose

5 Forests by their nature are robust landscapes for recreation. They screen users and recreation facilities and absorb noise. In an Irish
context they are well served with tracks and trails which allow easy access.

6 Economic Value of Trails and Forest Recreation in the Republic of Ireland, Fitzpatrick Associates, Economic Consultants for the Irish

Sports Council and Coillte, September 2005



primary function is to manage the estate to deliver
commercial objectives, it recognises that given
its significant land ownership and its tradition of
involvement in outdoor recreation it does have
a very important part to play in any National
Countryside Recreation Strategy. Coillte (and its
predecessor the Forest and Wildlife Service) was
the first large organisation to recognise the value of
outdoor recreation when it opened the first forest
park in the state at Gougane Barra, County Cork in
1966.

In the last number of years Coillte has been very
active in developing the recreation management
and potential of the estate and has initiated or
completed a number of important recreation
initiatives.

* Coillte published its Recreation Policy — Healthy
Forests, Healthy Nation in 2005 where it set out
its general company position, philosophy and
issues relating to the provision of recreation on
its estate.

In 2004, Coillte commissioned a joint study
with the Irish Sports Council on the value of
forests and trails for recreational use which
was published in late 2005. This report
demonstrated that recreation in Coillte
forests delivered many benefits to society and
generated over €270 million in economic
activity in local communities.

* The company is currently working on a major
recreation initiative, the Forest Recreation
Infrastructure Programme (€5.3 million),
which is supported by Failte Ireland under the
National Development Plan 2000 -2006. This
programme will deliver a number of important
outdoor recreation facilities across the country
including:

¢ the upgrading of hiking and walking
trails with ancillary services such as
car parks, way marking and trail head
signage, picnic areas etc.;

¢ the development of new mountain bike
and other off road cycling facilities at
five locations across the country;
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* a new “Coillte outdoors” website
that will provide a broad range of
information for outdoor users in
Ireland;

* and a Walkers / Cyclists Welcome
initiative which will promote increased
access to the countryside.

* Coillte was the first land owning organisation
to adopt the Leave No Trace principles’ and
has been very active in establishing Leave No
Trace Ireland as an independent organisation
promoting responsible use of the countryside.

Coillte has played a lead role in developing

a forest recreation research programme in
conjunction with Coford — the forest research
agency and has actively supported the work
of the National Waymarked Ways Advisory
Committee in developing its national trails
strategy.

Other initiatives currently being pursued by
Coillte include the involvement of recreation
users — in this case the mountain bike
community — in a stewardship programme

to develop and manage their sport in Coillte
forests. Coillte is also leading a pilot initiative
to develop a recreation management strategy
for the South Dublin Hills. This will bring
together the local authorities, National

Park and Wildlife Service, representatives of
recreation users and Coillte to develop an
overall recreation strategy for this nationally
important area.

The Council for Forest Research and
Development (COFORD).

COFORD has produced a major review of forest
recreation research needs in Ireland. This project
brought together experts and practitioners from
across the forestry industry and related sectors
to look at a range of recreation topics including
the value of recreation, managing the resource,
recreation and landscape, health and wellbeing,
tourism and forest recreation, farm forest recreation
and the role of forest recreation in education.

7 These are adopted in the company’s recreation policy.
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Heritage and Countryside Recreation

Enjoyment of the countryside through various
recreational activities is an effective way of engaging
public interest in many aspects of heritage e.g. our
upland areas, coastlines, midland plains, inland
waterways, archaeological sites, villages and towns.
Trails, land or water-based in particular offer a space
which can be used as an outdoor class room for both
adults and children and can also make a significant
contribution to a balanced healthy lifestyle.

Under the Heritage Act, 1995, the Heritage Council is
charged to “promote interest, education, knowledge
and pride in, and facilitate the appreciation and
enjoyment of the national heritage”. The Heritage
Council has been working in the sphere of walking
routes and greenways since 1997. The Council
promotes the sustainable recreational use and
enjoyment of the countryside, and marine and
coastal areas. The Council’s principal projects, at
time of writing, are the Pilgrim Paths Millennium
Project, and the Beara Breifne Way. Other projects
supported by the Council include the Wicklow
Sustainable Trails Network, and Leave No Trace. It
has taken part in local authority initiatives such as
the Waterford walking strategy, and Kildare walking
routes study. It is a member of the NWWAC.

National Waymarked Ways and the
Irish Trails Strategy

The National Waymarked Ways Advisory Committee
(NWWAC) of the Irish Sports Council has three
main functions: overseeing the maintenance and
development of the National Network of Waymarked
Ways; promoting and advising on the creation of
other waymarked trails of all lengths; and promoting
the increase of walking for its recreational, social
and health benefits.

NWWAC inspects all registered waymarked trails
annually to ensure they are properly maintained,
and for insurance purposes. In the creation and
maintenance of trails, it works closely with Trail
Development Committees, Local Authorities,
Government Agencies, and Local Sports Partnerships
around the country.

NWWAC has just completed the development of
The Irish Trails Strategy. This Strategy explores all
available possibilities for the creation of a world-
class trails network that will provide excellent
recreational opportunities for Irish people, as well as
establishing Ireland as a sought after international
destination for activity breaks and holidays. The Irish
Trails Strategy seeks to complement and contribute

to the National Countryside Recreation Strategy.

NWWAC is currently co-operating with Failte Ireland
in the creation of high-standard loop-walks.

The Irish Sports Council’s new strategy ‘ Building
Sport for Life’, which has a major focus on promoting
participation in non-competitive sporting activities,
was approved by government in July 2006. The
Irish Sports Council’s role in the implementation of
the Countryside Recreation Strategy may therefore
extend beyond the development of waymarked
trails and walking.

Failte Ireland’s Strategic Development
of Walking Routes

Failte Ireland sees countryside recreation as a key
component in promoting regional spread and
growing tourism to rural areas. Under the next
NDP, priority will be given to a number of activities
that can develop Ireland’s product offering. The
range of products that can be bundled or offered
individually include:

* Angling — Game, Coarse and Sea

* Cycling — Strategy for the development of a
route network nearing completion

e Equestrian — Including Trail Rides

* Outdoor Adventure

¢ Inland Cruising

¢ Food Tourism - visit to local food producers
* Health and Wellness

* Heritage Trails

¢ Ireland Naturally — Nature and wildlife

For example, to maximize the potential of walking
holidays in the shortest possible time frame, Failte
Ireland is at an advanced stage in planning the next
phase of the marketing of walking holidays in the
coreoverseasinternational markets and the domestic
market. This project has seen the publication of
details of the first 14 walks suitable for immediate
promotion. These walks are geographically spread
across the country and feature a number of different
themes and grades. A brochure was produced in
July 2006 and information on these walks is also
available via the web on www.Ireland.ie or www.
walking.ireland.ie.

Failte Ireland also works at regional level to promote
countryside recreation as a key component in
growing tourism to rural areas. For example, the
establishment of long distance waymarked ways



in the south west e.g. Beara, Sheep’s Head, Dingle
and Kerry ways, have proved highly successful.
Failte Ireland in this region (formerly Cork Kerry
Tourism) has worked in partnership with all local
groups involved in the development of walks such
as the LEADER companies in the region, to develop
and promote walking as an amenity and tourist
attraction in the region. They are also working
closely with various groups on a number of islands
off the West Cork coast to promote walking/
recreational activities on those islands.

Irish Sports Council/Local Sports
Partnerships (LSP)

The LSPs were set up to create a national structure
to coordinate and promote the development of
sport at local level. The key aims of the LSPs are to
increase participation in sport and to ensure that
local resources are used to best effect.

Local Authorities

Local authorities are involved in the development
and maintenance of countryside recreational
facilities, and in particular walking routes. For
example, Waterford Co. Council has drawn up a
walking strategy for the county, several counties
employ officers to co-ordinate walks (including
Cork-Kerry, Wicklow and Donegal) and other
counties (including Clare and Offaly) have received
funding to upgrade and develop routes from the
Tourism Product Development Scheme.

The indemnity insurance of most National Network
Trails (including their loops) is provided by Irish
Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Co. through the
relevant Local Authority, who are also responsible
for maintenance. Local Authorities are a key
element in the development of the infrastructure
of countryside recreation and in the provision of
ancillary facilities such as car parks, public toilet
facilities etc.

Many of the countryside recreational facilities, other
than walking routes, provided by local authorities
includeaccess and thisis usually provided formally by
the acquisition of formal public rights or sometimes
as extensions to the public roads networks. Under
the Roads Act, 1993 (S 73(11)) local authorities are
required to protect the right of the public to use
public rights of way. They are occasionally asked
to intervene where alleged public rights of way are
being interfered with.

Leave No Trace Ireland

Leave No Trace Ireland is a network of organisations
established to develop and promote the Leave
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No Trace message on an all Ireland basis. The
organisation represents the major public
landowners and recreational users and recently
employed a development officer funded by the
constituent organisations. Leave No Trace Ireland
has run a total of five courses including a master
educators - the first in Europe - and several
awareness days at organisation and national level.
Organisations currently members of the Leave No
Trace initiative include National Parks and Wildlife
Service, the Mountaineering Council of Ireland,
Coillte, the Heritage Council, Duke of Edinburgh
Award, Scouting lIreland, Forest Service, CAAN-
Northern Ireland, Mountain Meitheal and Mountain
Biking Ireland. Other organisations are currently
considering joining.

Access to the Countryside

The consensus view reached by Comhairle na
Tuaithe on Access to the Countryside is reflected in
Appendix 4 — Parameters for Comhairle na Tuaithe's
Position on Access to the Countryside. The Access
Working Group of Combhairle na Tuaithe met on a
number of occasions to discuss and agree what
should be included in the National Countryside
Recreation Strategy in relation to its views on access
to the countryside.

Following consideration of all the points made, the
Access Working Group concluded that there is no
single universally applicable solution to the access
issues which arise from countryside recreation.
Different levels of pressure are brought to bear and
different levels of access are required depending on
the recreational activity being pursued or the area
of the country in which access is being sought. The
issues have to be addressed by a range of solutions
which must be tailored to specific circumstances.
In relation to walking, for example, solutions will
differ depending on whether the issues relate to
access to busy tourist trails, to national waymarked
ways or subsidiary routes or to upland areas.

The group recommended that on managed
infrastructure e.g. waymarked ways and walks
managed by local action groups that landowners
should be given the opportunity to benefit financially
from participation in providing countryside
recreation.

The issue of insurance for landowners to cover
occupiers’ liability was discussed by the Access
Working Group. The Group consulted with the
Irish Insurance Federation who stated that ‘within
the farm policy package a relatively small portion
of the overall premium goes towards provision for
the occupiers’ liability risk.” The group felt that

13
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landowners should be indemnified against the risk
of claims from recreational users of their land. For
a large proportion of national waymarked ways,
the landowner indemnity scheme operated by
Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Ltd (IPBMI)
already provides indemnity against risk of claims
from recreational users of land. The Working
Group recommended that the extension of such
an indemnity to include other private landowners
against the risk of claims from recreational users of
their land should be investigated.

The group recommended that the countryside
recreation strategy should include the application
of funding of pilot solutions to the access to the
countryside issue that can be implemented in
the short-term with a view to putting in place a
nationally applicable solution in the medium term.

Combhairle na Tuaithe recognises that farming
organisations will continue to pursue direct
compensation for access to land by recreational
users of the countryside.

Comhairle na Tuaithe recommends that the
Attorney General be requested to examine
restating and/or reflecting in legislation the current
common law position in relation to the protection
of landowners’ property rights where recreational
access is allowed on their land.

Combhairle na Tuaithe further recommends that
the Law Reform Commission be requested to make
recommendations on the broader issues of access
to the countryside for recreational users focussing
on the constitutional and legal position pertaining
in Ireland.

Combhairle na Tuaithe considers that no cost
burden or liability, within the meaning of the
Occupiers’ Liability Act, 1995, should attach
to farmers/landowners as a result of allowing
recreational users on theirland and that Government
should take appropriate steps, as a matter of
urgency, to ensure that this is so. Comhairle na
Tuaithe believes that the resolution of this issue
is essential to the development of countryside
recreation.
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Chapter 3
SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED

Call for Submissions

In October 2005 an invitation was placed in the
national and provincial newspapers, and in addition,
Combhairle na Tuaithe wrote to groups representing
recreational interests, state agencies and relevant
Government departments seeking theirviews onthe  The submissions were also examined and categorised
development of countryside recreation. The closing  under the following three headings:

date for receipt of submissions was 7 December

activity that was covered, be it a land, air or water
based activity. These results are demonstrated in
the table below.

o4 i - Landowners
2005 and 190 submissions were received. Further Local Authorities & M Deli
information on the call for submissions is contained ) Aogceants uthorities anagement/Delivery

in Appendices 6 to 8. I I
o . - Recreational/Environmental/Tourism Interests
The submissions were examined by the type of

(see chart below)

Breakdown by activity

13%

I Land based activities

19%

| Water based activities

B Air based activities
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140
120
100 [ Landowners
80 Local Authorities &
Management/Delivery
60 Agencies
40 B Recreation / Environmental
/ Tourism Interests
38
20
o L4l

No of Submissions received

Finally, a more detailed list of activities covered in the submissions was compiled. These activities were
covered either directly by a dedicated organisation or in general as part of an overall view.

Land Based Activities Water Based Activities Air Based Activities
Bird Watching Angling Aeronautics

Caving Canoeing Aircraft Construction
Coursing Jet Skiing Aviation

Cycling Kayaking Ballooning

Equestrian Rowing Gliding and Soaring

Hill walking Sailing Hang gliding/para gliding
Hunting/Shooting Surfing Micro lighting

Jogging Swimming Parachuting

Mountain Biking
Mountaineering
Off Roading
Orienteering
Quad biking
Rock Climbing
Scrambling
Walking
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Chapter 4

The National Countryside
Recreation Strategy as
proposed by

Combhairle na Tuaithe

Having regard to the purposes of the National
Countryside Recreation Strategy, the various
views of the membership organisations and the
individuals and organisations that participated in the
consultation phase the following chapter represents
Combhairle na Tuaithe’s consensus proposal for the
Minister on the National Countryside Recreation
Strategy.

Definition of Countryside Recreation

Countryside recreation applies to those sporting,
recreational and holiday pursuits based on use of the
resources of the countryside and which contribute
to healthy active lifestyles. The term countryside
includes land, water and air. The term recreation
in this context applies to sporting and recreational
activities, which operate in the countryside as
defined above. It does not refer to sporting
activities, which take place in the countryside on
confined courses or pitches specifically designed
and constructed for those sports e.g. golf, football,
show jumping etc.

Vision

Combhairle na Tuaithe's vision for countryside
recreation is a countryside, which welcomes all
visitors who practise responsible use of the resource,
and where the rights and responsibilities of both
landowners and recreational users are respected

and the necessary funding and structures are in
place to deliver a recreation service.

Strategic Objectives

The following are the strategic objectives identified
by Comhairle na Tuaithe for the National Countryside
Recreation Strategy.

1. To achieve sustainable and responsible
recreation in the countryside.

2. To promote caring recreational use of the
countryside.

3. To develop a national framework that promotes
the rights and responsibilities of both owners
and users.
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4. To develop a suitable structure to deliver a
national countryside recreation service in a
strategic and co-ordinated way.

5. To secure a package of funding mechanisms to
deliver on the objectives of the strategy.

Principles underpinning the Strategic
Objectives

The principles underpinning the strategic
objectives of the National Countryside Recreation
Strategy are as follows:-

* Recognition of the value of countryside
recreation in terms of improving quality of life,
and delivering economic, social and health
benefits.

Protection of the natural, cultural and built
heritage of our countryside and of the natural
environment, including wildlife habitats.

Full cognisance of the legal rights and concerns
of land owners, who are predominantly the
farming community and state agencies.

Acceptance of the need of recreational users to
have reasonable access to the countryside and
uplands.

Provision of education and awareness
programmes to promote the responsible use of
the countryside for recreational purposes.

Encouragement of farmers and other
landowners to provide for outdoor recreation
and to develop rural enterprises based on
outdoor recreation, thereby providing them
with the opportunity to benefit financially.

Development and maintenance of
infrastructure both general and specific to the
activities themselves, to provide for countryside
recreation.

Centrality of quality to the provision of outdoor
recreation, whereby outdoor recreational areas
and related facilities are planned, designed

and managed according to best international
practices, including those relating to ‘access for
all’ principles.
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Actions to implement the Strategy

The list of actions outlined below is an indicative
list of those actions which Comhairle na Tuaithe
considers should be undertaken to implement
these principles over the coming five years. While
a range of bodies would be involved in this
regard, it is anticipated that the Department of
Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs would be the
body with overall responsibility for overseeing the
implementation of these actions. It is envisaged
that these actions would be supported by a range
of sources, including the funding made available
through the Rural Development Strategy to be
drawn up to implement the EU Rural Development
Regulation 2007-13, the Rural Social Scheme, CLAR,
the Community Services Programme and relevant
schemes of other Departments and Agencies (e.qg.
the Forest Service NeighbourWood Scheme). It is
recommended that these actions be reviewed on
an annual basis.



Combhairle na Tuaithe

National Countryside Recreation Strategy

OBJECTIVE 1

To achieve sustainable and responsible recreation in the countryside.

TASK

Development of
infrastructure
for countryside
recreation

SPECIFICATIONS

Ensure the implementation of the agreed National Trails
Strategy.

Encourage the management and maintenance of
strategically located car parks and other types of
infrastructure to facilitate countryside recreation.

Encourage the management and maintenance of
infrastructure for use by those involved in countryside
recreation. The type of infrastructure envisaged would
include:

- Paths/trails for walking, rambling, pony/horse
trekking, cycling, etc.

- River/canal routes

- Tracks and designated areas for mountain biking
- Rock climbing/caving areas

- Facilities for bird watching

- Onshore facilities for water sports

- Avreas for water sports such as angling,kayaking,
sailing, surfing, windsurfing

- Bases for air sports, such as hang-gliding etc

Develop specific areas for recreational motorised
activities and strengthen measures to discourage them
elsewhere.

Encourage the maintenance, upkeep or restoration of
infrastructure already in place to enable unimpeded
public use. This action should ensure that improvements
and maintenance carried out does not damage the
natural, cultural or built heritage of the area involved.

Encourage the use of former infrastructural facilities - in
a way that protects the heritage of the facility - such as
disused railway lines, canal towpaths, bog roads etc. as
trails for walking, equestrian pursuits, cycling etc.

Encourage the use of forests for countryside recreation
and involve the landowners in this development.

Encourage the provision of transport for recreational
users of the countryside to recreational facilities/areas
e.g. community based bus services to areas of countryside
recreational activity, natural habitats, archaeological sites
etc.

PARTNERS

Combhairle na Tuaithe
Department of
Community Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs
Department of Arts,
Sports & Tourism
Local Action Groups®
Local Authorities
Farmers

Coillte

Forest Service
National Parks and
Wildlife Service
Heritage Council
Failte Ireland

Irish Sports Council
Waterways Ireland
Recreation Organisations

8 In the context of this strategy Local Action Groups work with a bottom-up, partnership approach to foster the development of
rural areas through the implementation of innovative locally based development strategies and are made up of local actors both
non-statutory and statutory.
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OBJECTIVE 1 (continued)

To achieve sustainable and responsible recreation in the countryside.

TASK

Provision of
information

on countryside
recreation
opportunities and
how to participate

SPECIFICATIONS

Encourage the adaptation of the facilities listed in the
actions above for use by people with disabilities, the
elderly and young children.

Encourage the provision of accommodation based on
countryside recreational markets such as trails tourism,
ecotourism etc.

Encourage niche tourism such as arts and crafts, speciality
food provision, ecotourism, genealogy, archaeology,
history etc. to ensure that recreational users of the
countryside have a full range of other activities available
to them when visiting rural areas.

Encourage the use of the internet for the provision of
booking services to recreational users of the countryside
who wish to book recreation facilities and ancillary
amenities.

Encourage the establishment of information systems to
inform users of location of countryside recreation facilities
using the internet and local information points.

Encourage the provision of training and information
packs for tourist office personnel meeting visitors to the
countryside.

Ensure the co-ordination of the audits of walking routes,
and other available research which has been carried out.

Collect information on facilities and services that are in
place for recreational activities other than walking.

PARTNERS

Combhairle na Tuaithe
Department of Arts,
Sports & Tourism

Irish Sports Council
Local Authorities
Regional Tourism
Authorities

Failte Ireland

Coillte

National Parks & Wildlife
Service

Tree Council of Ireland
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OBJECTIVE 2

To promote caring recreational use of the countryside.

TASK

Design of
education
programmes,

for schools and
elsewhere, for the
promotion of: -

* training,

* awareness,

* respectful
enjoyment of
the countryside,
and
understanding
of the impact
of recreation

on the
environment.

SPECIFICATIONS

Implement Leave No Trace.

Encouragethepromotionofactivitiessuchasnetworking,
training, seminars and conferences to encourage
understanding and help achieve an equitable balance
between the many different recreational interests.

Encourage the provision of training in environmental
management for those involved in the provision of
services for countryside recreation.

Encourage that instructors, leaders and schoolteachers
involved in countryside recreation activities (especially
risk activities) are qualified to the national standards of
the relevant activity.

Encourage the continuance and review of countryside
and outdoor recreation module in the new Physical
Education curriculum for primary schools.

Encourage the continuance of promotion of the health
enhancing activities of countryside recreation such as
walking.

PARTNERS

Combhairle na Tuaithe
Leave No Trace Ireland
Department of
Education & Science
Health Service Executive
Leave no Trace Ireland
Birdwatch Ireland

Irish Peatland
Conservation Council
Irish Sports Council
Adventure Activity
Standards Authority
Tree Council of Ireland
Health Promotion Unit
Irish Heart Foundation
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OBJECTIVE 3

To develop a national policy that promotes the rights and responsibilities of both

owners and users.

The consensus view reached by Comhairle na
Tuaithe on Access to the Countryside is reflected in
Appendix 4 — Parameters for Comhairle na Tuaithe's
Position on Access to the Countryside. The Access
Working Group of Combhairle na Tuaithe met on a
number of occasions to discuss and agree what
should be included in the National Countryside
Recreation Strategy in relation to its views on access
to the countryside.

Following consideration of all the points made, the
Access Working Group concluded that there is no
single universally applicable solution to the access
issues which arise from countryside recreation.
Different levels of pressure are brought to bear and
different levels of access are required depending on
the recreational activity being pursued or the area
of the country in which access is being sought. The
issues have to be addressed by a range of solutions
which must be tailored to specific circumstances. In
relation to walking, for example, solutions will differ
depending on whether the issues relate to access to
busy tourist trails, to national waymarked ways or
subsidiary routes or to upland areas.

The group recommended that on managed
infrastructure e.g. waymarked ways and walks
managed by local action groups that landowners
should be given the opportunity to benefit financially
from participation in providing countryside
recreation.

The issue of insurance for landowners to cover
occupiers’ liability was discussed by the Access
Working Group. The Group consulted with the
Insurance Federation of Ireland who stated that
‘within the farm policy package a relatively small
portion of the overall premium goes towards
provision for the occupiers’ liability risk.” The group
felt that landowners should be indemnified against
the risk of claims from recreational users of their
land. For a large proportion of national waymarked
ways, the landowner indemnity scheme operated

by Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Ltd (IPBMI)
already provides indemnity against risk of claims
from recreational users of land. The Working
Group recommended that the extension of such
an indemnity to include other private landowners
against the risk of claims from recreational users of
their land should be investigated.

The group recommended that the countryside
recreation strategy should include the application
of funding of pilot solutions to the access to the
countryside issue that can be implemented in
the short-term with a view to putting in place a
nationally applicable solution in the medium term.

Combhairle na Tuaithe recognises that farming
organisations will continue to pursue direct
compensation for access to land by recreational
users of the countryside.

Combhairle na Tuaithe recommends that the
Attorney General be requested to examine
restating and/or reflecting in legislation the current
common law position in relation to the protection
of landowners’ property rights where recreational
access is allowed on their land.

Comhairle na Tuaithe further recommends that
the Law Reform Commission be requested to make
recommendations on the broader issues of access
to the countryside for recreational users focussing
on the constitutional and legal position pertaining
in Ireland.

Combhairle naTuaithe considers that no cost burden
or liability, within the meaning of the Occupiers
Liability Act, 1995, should attach to farmers/
landowners as a result of allowing recreational
users on their land and that Government should
take appropriate steps, as a matter of urgency, to
ensure that this is so. Comhairle na Tuaithe believes
that the resolution of this issue is essential to the
development of countryside recreation.



TASK

Development

and promotion
of agreement

on access as

a priority (see
recommendations
above
relegislative and
indemnity issues).

Support of
landowners/
managers

Combhairle na Tuaithe
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SPECIFICATIONS

Based on Comhairle na Tuaithe's agreed access
parameters and the recommendations above, encourage
the development of access agreements to underpin
permissive access to the countryside for recreational
purposes.

Through local action groups consult with landowners
and recreational groups in developing agreements.

Support pilot schemes to test out access arrangements
in different situations and use the findings to inform
national and local policy ensuring that the pilots
are evaluated in terms of social, environmental and
economic impacts and their capacity to solve local
problems and issues.

Consider the extension of the indemnity insurance on
recognised waymarked ways against the risk of claims
from recreational users of the land to other private
landowners who allow access to their lands.

Comhairle na Tuaithe to continue examining the
legalities surrounding the implementation of the
National Countryside Recreation Strategy

Support local action groups in the provision of a channel
for landowners involved in managed schemes to report
and resolve any difficulties or damage arising from
recreational use of their land.

PARTNERS

Combhairle na Tuaithe
Farming Organisations
Coillte

Forest Service
National Parks and
Wildlife Service
Other State Agencies
with land holdings
Recreational users
organisations

Local Action Groups
Local Authorities

Department of
Community, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs
Failte Ireland

Comhairle na Tuaithe
Local Action Groups
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OBJECTIVE 4

To develop a suitable structure to deliver a national countryside recreation service
in a strategic and co-ordinated way.

Many of the respondents to the call for submissions and many of the members of Comhairle na Tuaithe
would favour the establishment of a separate body to oversee countryside recreation. At the same time, the
realities in relation to public service recruitment must be recognised and in this context it is essential that
resources are put in place immediately to implement this objective of the strategy even if the achievement
of a separate body for countryside recreation will take some time.

To achieve this objective the following tasks and actions are recommended.

TASK

Development of
a representative
national structure

Development of
representative local
structures

Implementation
and monitoring
of the National
Countryside

Recreation Strategy.

SPECIFICATIONS

Agree and put in place a national structure, that is
representative of all those with a role in countryside
recreation, to encourage and oversee the implementation
of the National Countryside Recreation Strategy and to
inform national policy development in relevant areas.

Ensure the provision of appropriate administrative and
technical staff and resources to ensure the co-ordination
of the National Countryside Recreation Strategy.

Ensure that local action groups include inter alia
representatives of landowners, local authorities and
recreational interests.

Ensure that local action groups have access to practical
support when planning and developing local initiatives in
the area of countryside recreation.

Ensure the provision of appropriate staff and resources
at local action group level and local authority level to
develop countryside recreation.

Agree and monitor specific indicators to measure success
of strategy.

Assign responsibility for implementing and reporting on
the strategy both nationally and locally at an appropriate
level. Those reporting should be accountable to the
representative national structure.

PARTNERS

Department of
Community, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs
Combhairle na Tuaithe
Forest Service
Relevant governing
bodies of countryside
recreation

Local Action Groups
Local Authorities

Local Sports Partnerships
Coillte

State Agencies in the
countryside arena such
as the National Parks
and Wildlife Service
Department of
Environment, Heritage &
Local Government
Department of
Community, Rural

& Gaeltacht Affairs
Forest Service of

the Department of
Agriculture & Food Failte
Ireland Regional Bodies

Combhairle na Tuaithe
Department of
Community, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs
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OBJECTIVE 5

To secure a package of funding mechanisms to deliver on the objectives of the strategy.

TASK SPECIFICATIONS PARTNERS
Maximising Develop a suite of practical measures, which is Comhairle na Tuaithe
the potential compatible with overall aims of the programme and Department of

of the Rural could be delivered through existing and proposed Community, Rural &
Development structures. Gaeltacht Affairs
Programme to

support the

implementation

of the National

Countryside

Recreation

Strategy

Engagement of Request relevant departments and agencies to Combhairle na Tuaithe
other government indicate their contribution to the delivery and funding Department of
departments of the National Countryside Recreation Strategy in the gon;:nur?:txfﬁgral &
?:‘:uar?:gri'es context of their current responsibilities and strategic R:I:vgzt Dep;;;ents
the National plans. and Agencies
Countryside Explore the potential of local authorities to have Local Authorities
Recreation greater involvement in countryside recreation.

Strategy
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Appendix 1

Membership of Comhairle na Tuaithe

Coillte

Combhar LEADER na hEireann

Cork Kerry Tourism

County and City Managers’ Association

Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs
Failte Ireland

The Forest Service, Department of Agriculture and Food
The Heritage Council

The Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers’ Association

The Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers’ Association

The Irish Countrywomens’ Association

The Irish Farmers’ Association

The Irish Sports Council

The Irish Uplands Forum

Irish Ways/Walking Cycling Ireland

Keep Ireland Open

The Mountaineering Council of Ireland

National Parks and Wildlife Service

Walking Routes Ireland
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Appendix 2

Terms of Reference of Comhairle na Tuaithe

* To ensure that all those with an interest and concern in the sustainable development and proper
management of the recreational amenities of the countryside are fully consulted on their future
management.

* To develop and update, as necessary, a National Countryside Recreation Strategy.

* To ensure that all means necessary are used to resolve conflicts that arise in relation to access issues
and responsible enjoyment of the countryside.

* To raise awareness of the benefits to and responsibilities of recreational use of the countryside and to
carry out research and training on related issues.

* To examine the benefits and management of increased leisure use.
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Appendix 3

Membership of Comhairle na Tuaithe’s Working Groups

STRATEGY WORKING GROUP?

Mr Maurice Harvey, Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers’ Association
Mr Brian Kehoe, Comhar LEADER na h Eireann

Ms Beatrice Kelly, The Heritage Council

Mr Cormac Mac Donnell, The Irish Sports Council

Mr Bill Murphy, Coillte

ACCESS WORKING GROUP

Mr Michael Comiskey/Mr Neilie O Leary, Irish Farmers Association

Mr Roger Garland, Keep Ireland Open

Mr Brian Kehoe, Comhar LEADER na h Eireann

Mr Joss Lynam, Mountaineering Council of Ireland

Mr Paddy O’ Mahony, Failte Ireland

Mr Malcolm Thompson, The Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers’ Association

COUNTRYSIDE CODES WORKING GROUP

Mr Kevin Collins, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture and Food
Mr Michael Manning, Cork Kerry Tourism

Mr Jim McDonald, Irish Ways/Walking Cycling Ireland

Dr Mary Tubridy, The Irish Uplands Forum

These Working Groups are chaired by the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs.

9 However, all members of Comhairle na Tuaithe were invited to attend the meetings of the Strategy Working Group and the majority

of the members availed of this opportunity at some point over the period of its work.
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Appendix 4

Parameters for Comhairle na Tuaithe’s position on Access to the
Countryside

Access to the countryside must be based on mutual respect and:
* Acceptance of the rights of farmers and landowners over access to their land;

* Acceptance of the need of recreational users to have reasonable access to the countryside and
uplands;

* Acceptance of the aspirations of recreational users to lobby for legislative change;
* Acknowledgement of the concerns of farmers and landowners in relation to insurance and liability;

e Opposition to the use of any form of violent or threatening behaviour in relation to conflicts over
access and where a conflict arises, rapid, positive efforts should be made to resolve it by all parties
involved;

* Recognition of the value that recreational activity brings to the rural economy;

* Acceptance that recreational users in the countryside must be responsible for their own safety.
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Appendix 5

Countryside Code agreed by Comhairle na Tuaithe
Based on the Leave No Trace - Principles Of Outdoor Ethics

For all users of our countryside, to encourage respectful enjoyment of this valuable resource.

1. PLAN AHEAD AND PREPARE 3. RESPECT FARM ANIMALS AND

Before you go check, where possible, if access

is allowed and your activity is permitted in the
area you wish to visit e.g. is your dog welcome
too? Is there parking available?

Respect any signs, regulations, policies and
special concerns for the area that you wish to
visit. Permits may sometimes be needed for
activities on public lands.

Where possible travel by public transport and
share cars.

Ensure you have the skills and equipment
needed for your activity.

Check the weather forecast. Prepare for
changeable weather and the possibility of
something going wrong.

For environmental, safety and social reasons,
keep group numbers small.

. BE RESPECTFUL OF OTHERS

Park appropriately — avoid blocking gateways,
forest entrances or narrow roads. Remember
that farm machinery, local residents and the
emergency services may need access at all
times.

Respect landowners, land managers and their
property — avoid damaging walls and fences,
do not disturb farm animals.

Respect other visitors and protect the quality of
their experience.

Avoid making loud and excessive noise. Let
natures sounds prevail.

Support local communities e.g. make a point of
spending money in the areas you visit.

WILDLIFE

Dogs should be kept under close control and
should not be brought onto hills or farmland
without the landowners’ permission.

Observe wild animals and birds from a
distance. Avoid disturbing them at sensitive
times: mating, nesting and raising young
(mostly between spring and early summer).

Never feed wildlife or farm animals. Feeding
wildlife damages their health and alters natural
behaviours.

. KEEP TO DURABLE GROUND

Durable ground includes established tracks and
campsites, rock, gravel, dry grasses or snow.

To avoid further erosion, keep to the centre of
tracks at all times.

IF CAMPING:

* Protect water quality by camping at least
30m from lakes and streams.

* Aim to leave your campsite as you found it,
or better.

IN POPULAR AREAS:

* Concentrate use on existing tracks and
campsites.

* Walk single file in the middle of the track
even when wet or muddy.

* Keep campsites small and discreet.
IN MORE REMOTE AREAS:

* Disperse use to prevent the creation of new
tracks and campsites.

* Avoid places where impacts are just
beginning to show.



5. LEAVE WHAT YOU FIND

Respect property. For example, farming or
forestry machinery, fences, stone walls etc.
Leave gates as you find them (open or closed).

Preserve the past: examine- but do not
damage archaeological structures, old walls
and heritage artefacts e.g. holy wells, mine
workings, monuments.

Conserve the present: leave rocks, flowers,
plants, animals and other natural habitats
as you find them. Fallen trees are a valuable
wildlife habitat - do not remove or use for
firewood.

Avoid introducing non-native plants and
animals e.g. zebra mussels in rivers and lakes.

Do not build rock cairns, structures or shelters.

6. DISPOSE OF WASTE PROPERLY

“If You Bring It In, Take It Out” - take home all
litter and leftover food (including Teabags, fruit
peels and other biodegradable foods).

To dispose of solid human waste, dig a hole
10-12cms deep and at least 30m from water,
campsites and tracks. Cover and disguise the
hole when finished.

Bring home toilet paper and hygiene products.

To wash yourself or your dishes, carry water
30m away from small streams or lakes and if
necessary use small amounts of biodegradable
soap. Bring home any solids and scatter
strained dishwater.

For more information on sanitation in the
outdoors read the “Where to go in the
outdoors” leaflet (www.countrysiderecreation.
com).

Combhairle na Tuaithe

National Countryside Recreation Strategy

7. MINIMISE THE EFFECTS OF FIRE

Where possible avoid open fires in the
countryside.

Fires can cause lasting impacts and can be
devastating to forests, natural habitats and
farmland.

When camping use a lightweight stove for
cooking.

WHERE FIRES ARE PERMITTED:

Use established fire rings, barbecues or create a
mound fire.

Keep fires small. Only use sticks from the
ground that can be broken by hand. Do not
cut growing vegetation for use as firewood.

Avoid burning plastics or other substances,
which emit toxic fumes.

Burn all fires to ash, put out fires completely,
and then scatter cool ashes.

Dead and dry vegetation is highly flammable
- do not light fires in these conditions.

Winds can spread fires - exercise extreme
caution in such conditions.
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Appendix 6

Submissions received on the Countryside Recreation Strategy

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

. Adam D'Arcy

. AgriAware

. Alastair and Gr-inne Cunningham

. An Oige

. An Taisce

. Angling Council of Ireland

. Atlantic Challenge Ireland

. Atlantic Challenge South East

. Aughadown ICA

. Bailiebourough Development Association
. Ballyhoura Development Company
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. Barry Murphy

. Beara Way Walking Route

. BirdWatch Ireland

. Blackwater Resource Development
. Border Regional Authority
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. Brendan and Niamh Kelly

. Cappanalea OEC

. Carrignabhfear Community Council
. Catherine McMullin

. Cavan County Council
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. Cheekpoint Fishing Heritage Project
. Clare Thornley

. COFORD

. Coillte

. Comeragh Mountaineering Club
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. Comhar Dun Chaochain Teo

. Comhar LEADER na hEireann

. Comharchumann Dhuiche Sheoigheach Teo
. Cork County Council Planning Policy Unit
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. Cork County Development Board

w
N

. Country Side Tours

. Countryside Alliance Ireland
. County Leitrim Partnership

. County Wexford Partnership
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. Darina Tully

w
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. David and Mairin Herman
. David Perry

w
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40.

41.

42.
43.
44.
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

52.

53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

Denis Treacy

Department of Communications Marine &
Natural Resources

“Department of Environment, Heritage and
Local Government”

Donegal County Council

Dr Con Bushe

Dublin City Development Board

Dublin Tourism

Duhallow Angling and Leisure Group

East West Mapping

Eoin O Tuairisg

EPIC MTB & Mountain Bike Club

ESB

Farmers Against Foxhunting & Trespass

Forest Service, Department of Agriculture and

Food

Forestry Assessment Companies

Gael Saoire, Udaras na Gaeltachta

Galway County Council

Galway Mayo Institute of Technology

Great Southern Trail

Greater Enniskerry Residents’ Association

Grupa as Gaeltacht Mhaigh E6

Grupa as Gaeltacht na Gaillimhe

Health Services Executive

Heritage Council

Hugh Lee

ICMSA

ICSA

IFA

IRD Duhallow

Irish Council Against Bloodsports

Irish Cycling Safaris

Irish Deer Society

Irish Farm Forestry Section IFA

Irish Farmhouse Holidays

Irish Hang Gliding and Para Gliding Association



74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.

110

Irish Heart Foundation

Irish Masters of Foxhounds Association
Irish Orienteering Association

Irish Peatland Conservation Council
Irish Ramblers Club

Irish Rural Link

Irish Sailing Association

Irish Sports Council

Irish Surfing Association

Irish Timber Growers Association
Irish Uplands Forum

Jack Bergin

Jamie Young Killary Lodge

Jim O’Brien

Joe Hogan

Joe Power

John Nash

John S Holmes

John Walsh

Keep Ireland Open

Ken Boyle

Kerry Association of An Taisce
Kerry Local Sports Partnership
Kerry Way Committee

Kildare Sports Partnership

Kilfinane Outdoor Education Centre
Landscape Alliance Ireland

Leave No Trace Ireland

Lough Owel Trout Preservation Association
Maire Ui Ghiobuin

Marine Institute

Marion Rueter

Martin Scoular

Martin Smyth

Mary Rose Bogan

Matthew Tubridy

. Maureen Madigan

111

112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.

128.

129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
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. Mayo County Development Board Walking

Subcommittee

Meath Community Partnership
Meitheal Mara

Michael Gunn

Michael McCormick

Micheal O Conchuir

Micheal S O Cléirigh

Mieke Muyllaert

Mike Belford

Motorcycling Ireland

. Motorsport Ireland

Mountain Bike Commission of Cycling Ireland
Mountain Biking Ireland

Mountain Meitheal

Mountain Views

Mountaineering Council of Ireland
National Aeroclub of Ireland

National Association of Regional Games
Councils

National Coarse Fishing Federation of Ireland
Niall McManus

North Kerry Walks Co. Ltd

North Sligo North Leitrim Uplands Group
North Tipperary County Council

Nuala and Aidan Shelly

Offaly County Council

Oideas Gael

P McGorrin

Patrick Fortune

Patrick Fox

Patrick Patterson

Patrick Sinnott

Paul Money

Pauline Beglin

Peaks Mountaineering Club

Peter & Aileen Kavanagh

Peter Jordan
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147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.

Pukane Development Association
Richard O’Sullivan
Richard Power
Robert M Foley
Robert P Garrett
Rory O’Grady
Roscommon County Development Board

Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland

Scouting Ireland

Sé O’Hanlon

Sean Browne

Sean O Cuinn

Sean O Farrell

Sheepshead Way

Simon Warren

Sligo County Council

Sligo Mountaineering Club
Society of Irish Foresters
Sophie Price

Sorrento Cycling Club

South Dublin County Council
South East Regional Authority
South East Tourism

170.

171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.

South Kerry and West Cork Hill Walking
Partnership

South Tipperary County Development Board
Speleological Union of Ireland

Teagasc

Terence P Cunningham

The Kerry Way Committee

Thomas Roche

Tir na Mona Community Council

Tom Swindles

Val Jones

Vanessa Behal

Vincent Carragher

Vincent Healy

Walking Routes Ireland

Waterford County Council

Waterways Ireland

Western Development Tourism Programme
"Wicklow County Council, Planning Section”
Wicklow Uplands Council

Wildspace Open Canoeing

Willie O'Donoghue

Workmans Boat Club



Appendix 7

Issues Raised in the Submissions

The call for submissions on the development of a
National Countryside Recreation Strategy invited
respondents to answer five questions i.e.

1. What is your vision of Countryside Recreation
over the next 10-year period?

2. What obstacles do you see to achieving that
vision and how can they be overcome?

3. What part if any do you, or your organisation,
feel you can play in surmounting these
obstacles?

4. Can you give examples of best practice in
Ireland and/or elsewhere which could inform
the recreational strategy?

5. Should the current structure and membership
of Comhairle na Tuaithe be changed or added
to and how?

As the majority of respondents used these five
questions to structure their submissions the chapter
that follows addresses the issues raised in the
submissions in the context of these questions.

Vision of Countryside Recreation

The opinions expressed in answer to this question
were wide and varied depending on the role and
perspective of the organisation expressing them.
However, there were a number of issues that were
common to the majority of respondents. They
wished to see a countryside recreation strategy that
encouraged good relations between recreational
users and landowners and where the rights and
responsibilities of both groups were recognised.
They also wanted the strategy to encourage the
responsible and sustainable use of the countryside.
Many expressed the view that the involvement of
local communities and users groups in planning
and management would be central to their vision
for countryside recreation in the future, as would
the wider integration with local and regional
networks.

Combhairle na Tuaithe

National Countryside Recreation Strategy

Opinions were expressed that the recreation strategy
should encompass as wide a range of activities as
possible — air, water and land-based, non-motorised
and motorised. The current countryside recreation
debate is seen to be dominated by walking issues
to the exclusion of other activities.

Many respondents felt that there are significant
public health benefits to be gained from enabling
more people to avail of recreation in the countryside.
Indeed it was pointed out that it is estimated that
something less than 40% of the adult population in
Ireland meet the minimum recommended activity
levels to confer a health benefit'®. The promotion of
countryside recreation among the adult population,
with the proper planned support and assistance, is
therefore seen as having the potential to contribute
to a more physically active population.

Many of the respondents are conscious of the
current changes in agricultural practices and the
challenges and opportunities that these changes
will present for the rural economy and the use of
the countryside. The development of countryside
recreation is seen as an opportunity for landowners
and farmers to diversify and become involved in
ventures as part of farm diversification. The need
for farmers to be supported and encouraged to
exploit potential economic opportunities arising
from countryside recreation was expressed.

Obstacles to achieving that vision
Access to the countryside

The majority of the respondents to the call for
submissions addressed the issue of access to the
countryside at some point in their submission.
However, the opinions raised in relation to this issue,
more so than any other, were very much dependent
on the perspective and role of the organisation
or individual expressing them. Access to both
privately and publicly owned land was addressed in
the submissions.

Recreational users of the countryside expressed
their need to access land owned by others in order
to carry out their activities. It was highlighted that
thereisan absence of clarity as to whether and where

10 Meeting Minimum Standards, Sports Participation and Health Among Adults in Ireland, ISC, ESRI 2003
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people may enter land, which creates difficulties
for recreational users, particularly for those from
outside the local area. It was acknowledged that
permissive access' is allowed to most public land
e.g. land owned by Coillte, the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Waterways Ireland property and
that this provides opportunities for a wide scope of
recreation. However, users expressed the view that
in some cases, but by no means all cases, access
to privately owned land is a difficulty. The need
for rights of ways to be mapped, listed and made
available to the public was expressed by many such
respondents. Local Authorities responsibilitiesin this
area were also highlighted. A group of respondents
expressed the view that there should be a right
to roam throughout Ireland and that this should
be given legislative back up. Some respondents
were in favour of farmers and landowners being
financially compensated for allowing access to their
lands while others were very much opposed to this
concept.

Individual landowners and organisations in general
were supportive of the recreational user but felt
that the role of landowners and land managers
in countryside recreation was not being properly
recognised and that there is a need to ensure
that their concerns are addressed. They felt that
landowners and farmers should be involved with
all decision-making in this area. Permissive access is
clearly the access method of choice by landowners.
However, they expressed concern that attempts
to impose rights of way on their property can
sometimes be perceived as resulting from allowing
permissive access. Some expressed the view that
while the land was a resource, which they as farmers
owned, others were benefiting economically from
using that land to provide recreational activities and
that farmers and landowners should be supported
to be actively involved with the development and
management of countryside recreation projects
and initiatives. Others alluded to the REPS 1
supplementary public access measure and argued
that landowners have shown a willingness to open
their lands where positive incentives are put in place.
Some felt that recreational use of land can result in
damage to land or fixtures and that a scheme to
compensate landowners for this potential damage
should be put in place.

Public Liability/Insurance

Many of the respondents expressed concern about
the cost of insurance for countryside recreation
activities and public liability issues. This was a
concern for both landowners who felt a concern
about the danger of litigation by recreational users
who are injured in the course of their activity and for
group’s managing/providing recreational activities.
The Occupiers’ Liability Act 1995 and recent court
cases around it were welcomed as protecting
the rights of landowners against trespassers and
uninvited guests. However, the view was expressed
that the issue of occupier liability with respect to
countryside recreation needs to be clarified and
communicated effectively to all.

Following the Supreme Court ruling in the Weir-
Rodgers - v — SF Trust case, it would appear that
the insurance risk in relation to recreational users
is modest. The Minister for Community, Rural &
Gaeltacht Affairs has indicated that he intends
entering into discussion with farming organisations
and the insurance industry to ensure that no
significant burden is placed on landowners in this
regard.

Infrastructure

The need for the provision of infrastructure (e.g.
car parks, signage, public toilets etc.) to support
general countryside recreation was highlighted
in many submissions. In addition, the lack of
public transport to areas of recreational amenity
was highlighted as being a particular obstacle for
people from urban and inner city areas, people with
disabilities and the elderly. Some of the submissions
pointed to the need for specially adapted signage
and infrastructure for people with certain disabilities
e.g. braille signs for the visually impaired.

In addition a number of submissions outlined the
need for specific infrastructure for certain activities
and sports for example appropriate trails/designated
areas for walking, cycling, mountain biking, pony
trekking, motor-sports, water sports etc.

11 Permissive access is where the landowner allows access as opposed to access as of right. Coillte has many rights of way, which it

maintains within the legislation governing such rights.



Respect for the countryside and for other
recreational users of the countryside

Respondentsexpressedtheviewthatthedevelopment
of an agreed vision for countryside recreation was
a promising component in underpinning the future
vitality of rural communities, notably in the more
remote rural areas where there is a potential for
recreational activities to provide local employment
and supplement incomes. However, it was stressed
that such activities must have careful regard to the
protection of the natural environment and that
the strategy should include the identification and
active encouragement of sustainable countryside
recreational uses which have the potential to
contribute significantly towards socio-economic
development in rural areas.

While the potential for conflict between landowners
and recreational users of the countryside around the
issue of access was addressed in many submissions,
so also was the issue of potential conflict between
different recreational users of the countryside.
This was attributed to a lack of awareness shown
by recreational user groups to the difficulties
encountered by each other in the pursuance of
their chosen recreational activity. Members of some
recreational user groups look on the activities of
other groups as constituting a danger to them
when engaging in their chosen pursuit.

Another area of potential conflict, which was
described in a number of the submissions, is the
issue of unruly behaviour by some users of the
countryside that causes problems for both
landowners and other recreational users of the
countryside. In addition litter was cited as an
obstacle to the enjoyment of the countryside,
both litter left behind by recreational users such as
ashes from fires, bottles, paper etc. and furniture
and other household waste that is dumped in rural
areas of high recreational and scenic value. The
role of local authorities in managing the problem
of dumping was mentioned in a number of the
submissions.

The final area of potential conflict highlighted was
that of excessive numbers in certain recreational
groups availing of the countryside. This can lead
to damage and erosion and is a potential area of
conflict between recreational users and landowners
and between different recreational user groups.

Need for Funding

The need for funding to help surmount these
obstacles was expressed in many of the submissions.
Indeed some of the submissions outlined projects,
which they would like to see funded.

Combhairle na Tuaithe
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Surmounting these obstacles
Access to the Countryside

As mentioned earlier the issue of access to the
countryside was a common theme throughout the
majority of the submissions although the solutions
proposed to the problem were varied. Submissions
from some landowners and their organisations
and from some tourism interests suggested that a
payment for access should be made available either
from the exchequer or from EU sources. However,
other submissions were strongly opposed to this
proposition. Many of the respondents expressed the
view that landowners need to be further supported
to exploit potential economic opportunities arising
from countryside recreation e.g. funding for: -

- Maintenance/Construction of walkways

- Provision of accommodation near walking
routes

- Guiding walks
- Provision of food & beverages
- Bus hire service

It was considered that if landowners are supported
in this way then the issue of access will no longer
be an obstacle to the development of countryside
recreation.

A group of submissions received addressed the
issue of ‘the right to roam’. These submissions
proposed that recreational users should have the
right of access to any part of the country and that
this right should be enshrined in legislation. Others,
while agreeing that there is a need for legislation
felt it should permit recreational access to private
land within agreed guidelines and with indemnity
for landowners. Some of the groups supporting
the call for legislation recognised that this can be
a long process. They suggested that negotiated
solutions should be found in the short to medium
term but that in the long term the common good of
landowners and recreational users would be served
by legal access measures satisfactory to both. They
contended that access legislation should provide
for reasonable public access, which respects
the privacy and property of rural dwellers and is
compatible with agriculture and other land uses.
Other respondents were fundamentally opposed to
legislation on access.

An example quoted in some submissions is
REPS3 where one of the optional undertakings is
management of a publicly accessible archaeological
site on a farm. In this context management includes
keeping the site litter-free and maintaining public
access points to the site. It was proposed that with
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some adjustment (freeing landowners from public
liability and perhaps making this a supplementary
measure) this could provide a model for dealing
with agreed access routes through private land.

The Minister for Community, Rural & Gaeltacht
Affairs is generally supportive of any measure in
REPS to encourage diversification and maintenance
of farms to the highest environmental standards
to make them available for recreational tourism
including walking. However, the Minister has
indicated that any proposal for direct exchequer
payment for access to the countryside would not be
acceptable. He considers that a local community-
based approach is the way forward where issues
of access to the countryside arise rather than
legislation or payment. Where it is not possible to
reach agreement, in a particular location, alternative
routes should be explored and developed so that
landowners’ rights over access to their lands are not
interfered with.

Many of the submissions proposed that Local
Authorities should register and maintain public
rights of way (as provided for by Section 14 of the
Planning and Development Act 2000) and that
rights of ways should be enforced.

Infrastructure

There was a variety of solutions mooted in the
submissions to the provision of infrastructure

for countryside recreational purposes. Some
respondents saw a role for local authorities in
the provision of facilities such as car parks, toilets
etc. Many of the submissions suggested that
local community and development groups such
as LEADER could also play a role in infrastructure
and trail development. The continuation of the
use of schemes such as the Rural Social Scheme to
maintain infrastructure was recommended. The
table below lists the infrastructural facilities called
for by respondents to the call for submissions.

Central to many of the suggestions on this issue was
the need to ensure local community involvement in
the provision of infrastructure to ensure community
buy-in and maintenance of that infrastructure. On
the issue of trail development it was suggested
by some of the respondents that infrastructure
that was developed for other purposes, provided
opportunities for redevelopment for countryside
recreation purposes examples are: -

* Disused railway tracks
e Canal towpaths
* Old bog roads

Some respondents suggested that the use of state
owned land for recreational purposes should be
increased. For example, a joint study carried out
for Coillte and the Irish Sports Council’> shows
that recreational use of Coillte forests contributes

GENERAL

Car-Parks
Public Transport

Public Toilets

Picnic Areas

FOR LAND-BASED ACTIVITIES

WELLARIEHS

Pony/Horse Trails

Cycle Routes

Mountain Bike Trails

FOR WATER-BASED
ACTIVITIES
Shore Infrastructure
Kayaking Trails

Protection from Coastal
Erosion

Areas for Jet Skis

Outdoor Adventure Centres Fitness Trails

Accommodation

Greenways

Access Routes from public roads to
open hillside

12 Economic Value of Trails and Forest Recreation in the Republic of Ireland, Fitzpatrick Associates, Economic Consultants for the Irish

Sports Council and Coillte, September 2005



€97 million in non-market benefits each year and
generatesafurther€268 million of economicactivity
in local communities. Coillte allows permissive
access to its estate for activities on foot and permits
other activities under permit and licence'®. Coillte
also has many rights of way, which it maintains
within the legislation governing such rights. Coillte
also has a responsibility under safety legislation to
ensure that those visiting the forests whether to
work or recreate can do so in a safe environment.
Coillte points out in its submission that, at present
it spends close to €2 million annually managing
recreation resources, which are predominantly free
of charge. This includes facilities at 11 forest parks,
over 150 designated recreation areas and many
miles of walking routes and trails. Coillte receives
no reimbursement from the central exchequer for
the provision of these services. While respondents
praise Coillte and the National Parks and Wildlife
Service for their willingness to allow recreational
users access to the lands they control it is suggested
that other bodies such as Bord na Ména should also
allow access to their lands.

Joined up thinking

The submissions demonstrated that countryside
recreation can deliver different benefits to different
sectors and that it touches on the objectives of a
number of different Government Departments.
Regular and proper communication between
stakeholders and the provision of accurate, up
to date information is seen as a key necessity of
the Strategy. It was felt that greater levels of
communication would facilitate joined-up thinking
and integrate countryside recreation with land
use management, the promotion of healthy
lifestyles and tourism development through
representation and active involvement of relevant
Government Departments and agencies within such
communication structures.

Education and Awareness

Educationwasseen as having a majorroleinenabling
people to value the countryside. Many of the
submissions expressed the desire to see education
and awareness programmes initiated and extended
to those involved in the management and use of the
countryside (land owners, local authorities, harbour
authorities, Government Departments, schools,
community groups etc.) to ensure the countryside
continues to remain an amenity accessible to
responsible participants. Countryside and outdoor
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recreation is 1 of 4 modules in the new Physical
Education curriculum for Ireland’s primary schools.
They felt that the countryside recreation strategy
should support and promote this module further.

As some recreational activities share the same
resources, they will at times conflict with each other;
for example angling and canoeing, or hill walking
and mountain biking. Respondents suggested that
activities such as networking, training, seminars
and conferences should be provided to promote
understanding and help achieve an equitable
balance between the many different recreational
interests.

Marketing and Promotion

A number of submissions called for a central office/
facility where information on all types of activities
in all areas of the country could be accessed at one
time and in one location. They pointed out that
there is a lot of information out there in the form
of brochures, websites, booklets etc. but that they
are not accessible from one place and this hinders
the potential user in accessing them.

Research

Many of the submissions felt that there is a general
lack of research into outdoor recreation within the
Irish context, and a lack of a coherent framework to
ensure that there is a targeted approach to research,
which is being carried out. Others pointed out that
a lot of research is being carried out in this area by
different organisations and that there is a need for
a central or coordination point for this research.

Best practice in Ireland and/or
elsewhere

The submissions provided a wealth of examples
of best practice in answer to this question. The
examples from within Ireland range from community
based undertakings such as the development of
walking trails and mountain bike trials, to voluntary
work such as voluntary maintenance of walkways
to the Leave no Trace Country Code. With regards
examples from outside of Ireland, New Zealand
in particular and Wales are cited because of their
overall recreation policies. England, Scotland and
Sweden are used as examples of countries with
legislation, which supports countryside recreational
users. Austria is given as an example of a country
with excellent marked routes and extensive walk
and cycle paths. However, there are many other

13 Coillte Recreation Policy i Health Forest, Healthy Nation
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examples given in the submissions with detail on
their operation and advantages. Appendix 8 lists
the areas of best practice submitted by respondents
to the call for submissions for consideration by
Combhairle na Tuaithe.

Structure and membership of
Combhairle na Tuaithe

A substantial number of the submissions called for
a body with staff and funding to advise on, and
oversee the development of all forms of recreational
activity in the Irish countryside. The structure of the
Countryside Access and Activities Network (CAAN)
in Northern Ireland was cited by many as a model
where a broad gamut of activities is represented and
one that could be replicated or modified for use in
Ireland. Combhairle na Tuaithe was proposed as this
body but with modifications. Many respondents
envisaged the role of Comhairle na Tuaithe to
include the development of strategy, negotiation of
national funding sources and support structures for
developing countryside recreation.

However, it should be noted that the Department of
Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs has expressed
the view that the establishment of another publicly
funded body is not necessary in this instance. The

expertise and knowledge necessary to carry out the
functions being described in the paragraph above is
already present in established organisations and the
preference is to use that expertise and encourage
Government bodies involved in the area to work
more closely together. There is a need for a well-
developed infrastructure involving agencies such as
Failte Ireland, Coillte, the Department of Community,
Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of
Arts, Sports & Tourism. In the context of the Rural
Development Strategy 2007 — 2013 a framework to
build on the valuable work of Comhairle na Tuaithe
will need to be developed. This aspect of the
countryside recreation strategy will be kept under
review in light of the work on the Rural Development
Strategy and the institutional framework that will
apply.

The vast majority of respondents felt that the
membership of Comhairle na Tuaithe should be
expanded to include representatives of governing
bodies, state agencies and community development
groups from all aspects of countryside recreation i.e.
air, land and water. Respondents felt that Comhairle
na Tuaithe’s current membership is skewed towards
landowners and walkers. Many of the submissions
proposed that their organisation should become
members of Comhairle na Tuaithe.
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Appendix 8

Examples of Best Practice in the Management of Countryside Recreation

Submitted by respondents to the call for submissions

CYCLING

www.adfc.de (German cycling org)

www.radfahren.at (Austrian cycling org)

www.efc.com (European cyclists federation)
www.ffe.es/viasverdes (Spanish railways-greenways)
www.viaplata.org (Spanish walking and cycling route site)
www.sustrans.co.uk (British and Northern Ireland cycling org)
The Ballyhoura Forest Mountain Bike Project
www.imba.org (International Mountain Bike Association)
Austria

Slovenia

Wales www.mbwales.com

Scotland www.7stanes.gov.uk

Danube cycling trail in http://cms1.austria.info

WALKING

Down District Council, www.downdc.gov.uk

Sustrans Northern Ireland (cycling and pedestrian route network) www.sustrans.org.uk
North Kerry Walks Ltd

Mountain Meitheal www.pathsavers.org

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers www.BTCV.org
Appalachian Trail Conservancy www.appalachiantrail.org
British Upland Footpath Trust

Austria

Slovenia

Randonne in France

Scotland/UK (Right to Roam)

England/Wales Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW)
Camel Trail, Cornwall www.cameltrail.com

Minerals Tramways Project www.cornwall.gov.uk
www.southerntrail.pro.ie

RAVel greenways network, Belgium

Vias Verdes, Spain

Moravian Wine Trails, Czech Republic
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Boyne Walk on Dalgan Park Farmland

Walking policy in Western Australia http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/programs/walking/walking.asp

ACCESS

http://cms.countrysideaccess.gov.uk

Britanny

Catalonia

www.scotways.com

http://csaw.ccw.gov.uk/index.html
www.ramblers.org.uk/walescrowcash.html
http://www.openaccess.gov.uk/
www.angus.gov.uk/ac/documents/anguscountrysideaccessstrategy.pdf
www.falkirk.gov.ukdevservices/PlanEnv/CountrysideAccessStrategy.htm

www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/agriculture/capref/Imc/Imcms

GENERAL COUNTRYSIDE RECREATION

Tollymore Mountain Centre

North Lanarkshire Scramble and Quad bike Club

Craigavon Borough Council

Forestry Commision UK

Wales, Scotland and New Zealand countryside activities promotion

Mountain Meitheal www.pathsavers.org

Meelmore Lodge, Mourne Mountains, Co. Down www.meelmorelodge.co.uk

Countryside Recreation Network www.countrysiderecreation.org.uk
Aldo Leopold Institute www.leopold.institute.net

Council for Forest Research and Development www.coford.ie
Cornish Mining World Heritage Site bid www.cornish-mining.org.uk
European Geoparks Network www.europeangeoparks.org
European Mining Heritage Network www.europamines.com
www.snowdonia-active.com

www.lakedistrictoutdoors.co.uk

www.leadingmountainresorts.com

www.edenproject.com

Glendalough National Park

Woodland Trail Archery at Ballinlough
www.royal-canal-ventures.com

Royal Meath Equestrian Centre www.rmec.ie

Cronin’s Yard, Kerry http://www.croninsyard.com

Mountaineering Council of Ireland — http:/mountaineering.ie

John Muir Trust www.jmt.org
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Scottish Natural Heritage www.snh.org.uk

Countryside Commission for Wales www.ccw.gov.uk

The Countryside Agency www.countryside.gov.uk

The establishment of Natural England - http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/ruraldelivery/natural-england.htm

Office for Recreation and Sport - South Australia - http://www.recsport.sa.gov.au/recreation-sport-fac/
recreational-trails.html

Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 - http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2003/20030002.htm
Scottish Outdoor Access Code - http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/access/ApprovedCode050604.pdf

Scottish Natural Heritage Review No 110 — Access to the Countryside in Selected European Countries: a
Review of Access Rights, Legislation and Associated Arrangements in Denmark, Germany, Norway and
Sweden (report available from Scottish Natural Heritage)

Sheffield Hallam University runs degree and post-grad Countryside Recreation Management courses
— contact |.crowe@shu.ac.uk

Kathmandu Declaration on Mountain Activities, 1982
http://www.uiaa.ch/web.test/visual/ExpCom/kathmdec.doc

UIAA Summit Charter 2002 (International Year of Mountains) http://www.uiaa.ch/article.
aspx?c=37&a=16

Tyrol Declaration on Best Practice in Mountain Sports, 2002
http://www.uiaa.ch/article.aspx?c=37&a=14

Mountain Partnership (voluntary alliance dedicated to improving the lives of mountain people and
protecting mountain environments)

http://www.mountainpartnership.org/default.asp

Leave No Trace Centre for Outdoor Ethics - http://www.Int.org
BTCV — one of Britain’s leading environmental charities
http://www.btcv.org/stratplan/index.html

Adventure Wales — an initiative to promote Wales as the destination for adventure activities - http://www.
adventure.visitwales.com

Mountain-biking in Wales - http://www.mbwales.com/
The Kerry Way

The Shannon Way

Holme Pierrepoint, Nottingham

Ashby Would, Leicestershire

Dorney Lake at Eton

U.K. National Parks such as the Yorkshire Dales

Peak District National Park

River Danube, Upper Austria

US Forestry Website www.fs.fed.uk

www.scout.org

www.scouting.org
http://worcestershire.shub.org.uk/home/wccindex/wcc-countryside.htm
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www.caveinfo.org.uknca/index.htm

www.caveinfo.org.uk/nca/paying.htm
Countryside Council for Wales

EUROPARC Federation

EUROPARC Consultancy

EUROPARC Sustainable Tourism Strategy
Countryside Access and Activities Network
www.doc.govt.nz/explore

Www.nicanoeing.com

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

British Columbia Forest Service Canada www.forestry.gov.uk

Metsahallitus (Finnish Forest Service) www.Metsahallitus.fi

EDUCATION

Leave no trace www.Int.org

International Mountain Bike Association www.imba.org
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ACHOIMRE FHEIDHMEACH

Culra na straitéise

Bhunaigh An tAire Gnothai Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta, Eamon O Cuiv, TD, Comhairle na
Tuaithe i bhFeabhra na bliana 2004. Ta ionadaithe 6
eagraiochtai feirmeoireachta, Usaideoiri dineasa na
tuaithe agus comhlachtai stait gur spéis leo an tuath
ar an gComhairle. Airiodh ina téarmai tagartha,
inter alia, Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe a
fhorbairt. Cé go mbionn dearcadh aonair ag na
heagraiochtai atd mar ionadaithe ar Chomhairle
na Tuaithe ar go leor de na saincheisteanna a
pléadh in dbhar na straitéise, léirionn an straitéis
comhdhearcadh na coitiantachta agus cuirtear faoi
bhraid an Aire i lena breithniu.

D’aontaigh Comhairle na Tuaithe ar an sainmhiniu
seo a leanas maidir le haineas tuaithe:

‘Baineann dineas tuaithe le gniomhaiochtai
spoirt, dineasa agus saoire atd bunaithe ar
Usdid a bhaint as acmhainni na tuaithe agus
a chuidionn le saol folldin gniomhach a
chaitheamh. T4 talamh, uisce agus aer airithe
leis an téarma, tuath. Baineann an téarma
dineas sa chomhthéasc seo le gniomhaiochtai
spoirt agus aineasa a fheidhmitear faoin tuath
mar atd sainithe thuas. Ni bhaineann sé le
gniomhaiochtai spoirt a eagraitear faoin tuath ar
chuarsai na ar phairceanna imeartha teoranta ata
deartha agus togtha go speisialta don sport sin,
m.sh. galf, peil, se6léimneach, srl.

Fégraiodh glao ar aighneachtai, a dunadh i
mi na Nollag 2005, sna pdipéir naisilnta agus
aitiula, agus scriobh Comhairle na Tuaithe chuig
grupai a bhaineann le gniomhaiochtai aineasa,
gniomhaireachtai stdit agus Ranna Rialtais
abhartha chun a ndearcadh a fhail maidir le hdineas
tuaithe a fhorbairt. Bhain 68 faoin gcéad, de na
haighneachtai a bhi faighte, le gniomhaiochtai ar
talamh, 19 faoin gcéad le gniomhaiochtai ar uisce
agus ba 13 faoin gcéad a bhain le gniomhaiochtai
san aer. Chuidigh na tuairimi a léiriodh agus na
moltai ar pholasai agus ar fhorbairt a rinneadh sna
freagrai go moér le Combhairle na Tuaithe chun an
dréachtchdip seo den Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas
Tuaithe a leagan amach.

Is é fis Chomhairle na Tuaithe maidir le haineas
tuaithe nd tuath ina gcuirtear failte roimh gach
cuairteoir a bhaineann Usaid fhreagrach as an
acmhainn, ait ina dtaispeantar meas ar chearta
agus ar fhreagrachtai na n-dinéiri taln agus na
n-Usaideoiri dineasa araon agus ait ina mbionn an
maoiniu agus na struchtuir riachtanacha i bhfeidhm
chun seirbhis aineasa a chur ar fail.

Is iad seo a leanas na CuspOiri
Straitéiseacha ata leagtha amach sa
Straitéis:-
1. Aineas inbhuanaithe agus freagrach a bheith
faoin tuath.

2. Usaid churamach aineasa na tuaithe a chur
chun cinn.

3. Frdmaiocht naisiuinta a chuireann cearta agus
freagrachtai na n-dinéiri agus na n-usaideoiri
araon chun cinn a fhorbairt.

4. Struchtur oiridnach a fhorbairt chun seirbhis

naisiinta aineasa tuaithe a chur ar fail ar
bhealach straitéiseach comhordaithe.

5. Pacdiste meicniochtai maoinithe a dhaingniu
chun cuspoiri na straitéise a bhaint amach.

Is iad seo a leanas na prionsabail ata
mar bhonn agus mar thaca ag cuspoiri
straitéiseacha na Straitéise Naisiunta
um Aineas Tuaithe:-

¢ Aitheantas a thabhairt don fhiuntas a
bhaineann le haineas tuaithe maidir le
caighdean saoil a fheabhst agus maidir le
tairbhi eacnamaiocha, sdisialta agus slainte a
chur ar fail.

Cosaint a thabhairt don oidhreacht nadurtha,
chulturtha agus thégtha ata le fail faoin tuath
agus don chomhshaol nadurtha, gnathéga
fiadhulra san direamh.

Cearta dlithitla agus adar imni na n-dinéiri
taltn, ar feirmeoiri n6 gniomhaireachtai stait a
bhformhor a aithint go hiomlan.

* Glacadh leis go bhfuil sé riachtanach go
mbeadh rochtain réastnach ag Usaideoiri
dineasa ar an tuath agus ar thailte arda.

Clair oideachais agus feasachta a chur ar fail
chun Usaid fhreagrach na tuaithe maidir le
gniomhaiochtai dineasa a chur chun cinn.

Feirmeoiri agus Uinéiri taln eile a spreagadh
chun forail a dhéanamh d’aineas allamuigh
agus chun fiontair a bheadh bunaithe ar
dineas allamuigh a fhorbairt faoin tuath.
Thabharfadh sé sin an deis do6ibh tairbhe
airgeadais a bhaint as.

Infreastruchtdr ginearalta agus infreastruchtur
a bhaineann go sonrach leis na gniomhaiochtai
araon a fhorbairt agus a chothabhail chun
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dineas tuaithe a sholathar. go mbainfear amach na cuspéiri éagsula. Meastar
gurbianRoinn Gnoéthai Pobail, Tuaithe & Gaeltachta
a bheadh freagrach go foriomlan as maoirsit a
dhéanamh ar fhorfheidhmid na ngniomhartha seo
cé go mbeidh pairt ag raon comhlachtai lena n-
airitear Ranna agus Gniomhaireachtai Rialtais ann.

Solathar aineasa allamuigh a bheith ar

an gcaighdean céanna ionas go mbeadh
diteanna aineasa allamuigh agus saoraidi
lena mbaineann, pleanailte, deartha

agus bainistithe de réir scothchleachtais
idirndisiunta, lena n-airitear iad sitd a
bhaineann leis na prionsabail ‘rochtain do
chach’.

Molann Comhairle na Tuaithe go
ndéanfai na tascanna seo a leanas

chun na cuspdiri straitéiseacha a
bhaint amach.

¢ Infreastruchtur a fhorbairt d’aineas tuaithe.

* Eolas a chur ar fail faoi dheiseanna aineasa
tuaithe agus conas pairt a ghlacadh iontu.

* Clair oideachais a dhearadh, sa scoil agus
taobh amuigh den scoil, chun na nithe seo a
leanas a chur chun cinn:-

- oilidint
- feasacht
- taitneamh a bhaint as an tuath ach

meas a bheith uirthi ag an am céanna,
agus

- an tionchar a bhionn ag dineas ar an
gcomhshaol a thuiscint

* Tus aite a thabhairt d'fhorbairt agus do chur
chun cinn na gcomhaontuithe ar rochtain.

¢ Tacaiocht a fhail 6 Ginéiri talin/bainisteoiri.
e Struchtudr naisitinta ionadaioch a fhorbairt.
e Struchtuir aititla ionadaiocha a fhorbairt.

* Forfheidhmiu agus monatoireacht a
dhéanamh ar an Straitéis Naisilinta um Aineas
Tuaithe.

* An méid is mé a bhaint as poitéinseal chlar
forbartha na tuaithe chun tacu le forfheidhmid
na Straitéise Naisilinta um Aineas Tuaithe.

e Pdirtiocht na ranna agus na ngniomhaireachtai
eile rialtais a fhail chun tacu leis an Straitéis
Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe.

Leagannan Straitéisamach gomion nagniomhartha
ata riachtanach agus cé hiad sin ar cheart déibh
na gniomhartha sin a chur i bhfeidhm chun a
chinntid go gcuirfear na tascanna seo i gcrich agus 3



Caibidil 1

REAMHRA

Nuair a bhunaigh an tAire Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe
agus Gaeltachta, Eamon O Cuiv, TD, Comhairle
na Tuaithe i bhFeabhra na bliana 2004, d’iarr sé
go mbeadh forbairt na Straitéise Naisilinta um
Aineas Tuaithe san direamh mar chuid de théarmai
tagartha Chomhairle na Tuaithe. Cé go mbionn
dearcadh aonair ag na heagraiochtai atd mar
ionadaithe ar Chomhairle na Tuaithe ar go leor de na
saincheisteanna a phléitear sa straitéis seo, léiritear
comhdhearcadh na coitiantachta sa straitéis seo
agus cuirtear faoi bhraid an Aire i lena breithniu.

Cuspdir na Straitéise Naisiinta um
Aineas Tuaithe

Is é cuspoir na straitéise seo sainmhiniu a thabhairt
ar an scéip, ar an bhfis agus ar an bhframaiocht
atd molta chun Aineas Tuaithe a fhorfheidhmiu
mar atd aontaithe ag Comhairle na Tuaithe.
Leagann si amach na prionsabail leathana trinar
cheart bainistid a dhéanamh ar &ineas tuaithe
inbhuanaithe sna cuig bliana seo amach romhainn.
Airitear leis na prionsabail: meas a bheith ag
Usaideoiri agus ag uinéiri taldn ar a chéile; meas a
bheith ar chomhshaol na tuaithe agus cur chuige
maidir le bainistiu rochtana a aithnionn culra na
hdinéireachta taltn in Eirinn. T4 sé i gceist aici
chomh maith sainmhinit a thabhairt ar an rél ba
chdir a bheith ag eagraiochtai éagsula i bhforbairt
agus i bhforfheidhmid na straitéise sin.

Combhairle na Tuaithe

Bhunaigh An tAire Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta, Eamon O Cuiv, TD, Comhairle na Tuaithe
i bhFeabhra na bliana 2004. D’eascair an cinneadh
seo as moladh a chuir an Grdpa Comhairleach
um Thuraséireacht na Tuaithe/na Talmhaiochta
faoi bhraid an Aire gur cheart comhairle tuaithe a
bhund.

Ta ionadaithe ¢ eagraiochtai feirmeoireachta,
Usaideoiri dineasa na tuaithe agus comhlachtai stait
gur spéis leo an tuath ar Chomhairle na Tuaithe. T4
liosta iomlan de bhallraiocht Chomhairle na Tuaithe
le fail in Aguisin 1. T4 liosta de na téarmai tagartha
le fail in Aguisin 2.
Dhirigh Comhairle na Tuaithe ar na tri réimse
tosaiochta seo a leanas, ¢ bunaiodh i:

* rochtain na tuaithe

* c6d tuaithe a fhorbairt agus

* straitéis dineasa tuaithe a fhorbairt.

Bunaiodh tri ghrupa oibre ar a bhfuil tras-ionadaioch
de phairtithe leasmhara chun aghaidh a thabhairt
ar na saincheisteanna seo. Ta liosta de bhallraiocht
na ngrupai oibre seo in Aguisin 3. T4 sraith
paraiméadar rochtana aitheanta ag Comhairle na
Tuaithe faoin tuath mar thoradh ar an gcur chuige
seo agus creideann si go mbeidh siad mar bhonn
ag cdérais chomhaontaithe rochtana ar mhaoin
faoi Uinéireacht phriobhaideach agus go mbeidh
siad mar bhonn, chomh maith, chun coimhlinti a
sheachaint. Ta liosta iomlan de na paraiméadair
atd aontaithe ag ballraiocht Chombhairle na Tuaithe
le fail in Aguisin 4.

Mheas Comhairle na Tuaithe chomh maith na
priomhghnéithe atd riachtanach chun an cé6d
tuaithe a fhorbairt agus leagadh béim ar an
bhféidearthacht a bheadh ann an tionscnamh ‘Na
Fag Do Lorg’, atd aitheanta go hidirndisiunta, a
chur i bhfeidhm. Déantar cur sios sonrach ar an
gcod sin in Aguisin 5.

Culra maidir le Forbairt na Straitéise
seo um Aineas Tuaithe

Ba é Grupa Oibre Straitéise Chomhairle na Tuaithe
a rinne maoirsit ar dhréachti na straitéise seo.
Ta liosta de bhallraiocht bhuan Ghripa Oibre na
Straitéise in Aguisin 3.

Tiondladh comhdhail, dar teideal Bainistil an
Aineasa Tuaithe in Eirinn, i bPort Laoise ar an Aoine
an 19 Samhain 2004 chun seoladh Chombhairle
na Tuaithe a chur chun cinn. Ba i an Roinn
Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe & Gaeltachta i gcomhar le
Combhairle na Tuaithe a d’eagraigh an 6cdid seo.
D'fhreastail geall le 200 duine ar an gcomhdhail
ar a raibh ionadaithe 6 eagraiochtai agus daoine
aonair a bhionn pairteach in aineas tuaithe. Ina
measc bhi lucht talmhaiochta, foraoiseachta,
turasoéireachta, lucht caomhnaithe, lucht forbartha
tuaithe, Usdideoiri aineasa, sldinte, lucht taighde
6 ollscoileanna, udarais aititla agus ionadaithe ¢
Ranna Rialtais.

larradh ar na daoine a bhi i lathair féachaint ar
chomh huathdil is at4 cas na hEireann agus ar na
forbairti a rinneadh le déanai a bhi mar bhonn do
bhunt Chomhairle na Tuaithe. Tugadh le fios go
ndearna Coiste Uilephairti an Oireachtais ar an
mBunreacht athbhreithnid ar na cearta maoine
faoin mbunreacht agus bhi siad den tuairim ar
deireadh nach mbeadh aon least bunreachtuil



riachtanach chun cothromaiocht tri reachtaiocht
a chinntiu idir cearta na n-uinéiri aonair agus leas
an phobail. Mhol tuarascdil an Choiste gur cheart
Combhairle Aineasa na Tuaithe a bhunt agus moladh
cur chuige den samhail ata in Usaid i dTuaisceart
Eireann &it ar bunaiodh an Countryside Access and
Activities Network, a Usdid. Ba é an priomhchuspdir
a bhain leis an gcomhdhail i bPort Laoise deis a
chur ar fail do gach pairti leasmhar a bhi i lathair
a smaointe a roinnt maidir le forbairt inbhuanaithe
agus bainistid ceart na ngniomhaiochtai aineasa
faoin tuath agus gurbh i seo an chéad chéim chun
tosaigh chun straitéis ndisilinta aineasa tuaithe a
fhorbairt.

Ba i an chomhdhdil seo tus chomhairlidchan
Chombhairle na Tuaithe le pdirtithe leasmhara.
Chinn Grupa Oibre na Straitéise, tar éis do na
saincheisteanna a d’eascair as an gcomhdhail sin
a mheas, ar phroiseas leathan comhairlitichdin
a bhainfeadh le réimsi éagsula a chur ar bun
trina lorgoéfai dearcadh na Ranna Rialtais, na
nGniomhaireachtai Stdit agus na gcomhlachtai
ionadaiochaaranréimseiomlandeghniomhaiochtai
dineasa tuaithe lena mbaineann gniomhaiochtaf ar
talamh, ar uisce agus san aer. Chinn an Grupa gur
cheart 9 mi a cheadu chun forbairt na Straitéise a
chriochna.

Sainmhiniu ar Aineas Tuaithe

Creideadh go mbeadh sainmhinii comhaontaithe
d'dineas tuaithe ina chabhair don phréiseas
comhairlidchdin agus da bharr sin d‘aontaigh
Combhairle na Tuaithe ar an sainmhinid seo a
leanas: -

‘Baineann dineas tuaithe le gniomhaiochtai
spoirt, aineasa agus saoire atd bunaithe ar
Usaid a bhaint as acmhainni na tuaithe agus
a chuidionn le saol folldin gniomhach a
chaitheamh. Ta talamh, uisce agus aer airithe
leis an téarma, tuath. Baineann an téarma
dineas, sa chomhthéacs seo, le gniomhaiochtai
spoirt agus aineasa a fheidhmitear faoin tuath
mar ata sainithe thuas. Ni bhaineann sé le
gniomhaiochtai spoirt a eagraitear faoin tuath ar
chursai na ar phairceanna imeartha teoranta ata
deartha agus tégtha go speisialta don spért sin,
m.sh. galf, peil, seéléimneach, srl.
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Glao ar Aighneachtai

Lorg Comhairle na Tuaithe aighneachtai i nDeireadh
Fomhair na bliana 2005 6 phairtithe agus 6 ghrupai
leasmhara mar chuid den fhorbairt ar an Straitéis
Naisitnta um Aineas Tuaithe, a bhainfeadh le
gniomhaiochtai ar talamh, ar uisce agus san
aer. Cuirtear a thuilleadh sonrai faoin bproiseas
comhairlichdin agus faoin dearcadh a nochtadh
sna haighneachtai a fuarthas ar fail i gCaibidil 3
agus in Aguisini 6 — 8.



Caibidil 2
COMHTHEASC NA STRAITEISE

Ta méadu ag teacht ar lion agus ar éagsulacht
na ngniomhaiochtai aineasa tuaithe agus ta
méadu ag teacht ar an nga ata le saoraidi agus le
hinfreastruchttr. De réir mar a thuigeann daoine
a thabhachtai is atd gniomhaiocht fhisiceach do
shldinte phearsanta agus d’fholldine an duine
is é is mé agus is tdbhachtai i Usaid na tuaithe
do ghniomhaiochtai aineasa. Dar le tuarascail a
chuir an Tascfhérsa Naisitinta ar Mhurtall' i dtoll
a chéile le gairid gur léir go raibh sé riachtanach
don tslainte phoibli a chinntit go mbainfeadh na
polasaithe dbhartha ar an gcomhshaol an Usaid is
fearr as deiseanna maidir le hiompar gniomhach,
gniomhaiocht fhisiceach dineasa agus gniomhaiocht
fhisiceach iomlan.

T4 athrG moér ag tarld i bpobail tuaithe na hEireann
san am i lathair chomh maith. Cé go bhfuil tionscal
na feirmeoireachta laidir f6s ni mér a admhail go
bhfuil an lion feirmeoiri l[anaimseartha ag titim in
aghaidh nabliana. Nimér duinn aghaidh a thabhairt
ar an todhchai agus a chinntit go mbeidh réimse
iomlan post le fail i gceantair thuaithe. Luaigh an
Coiste Agrai-Fise 20152 ina thuarascail

gurb é cuspodir an pholasai forbartha tuaithe na
coinniollacha a cheanglaitear le saol seamhrach a
chur ar fail déibh siud uile a chénaionn i gceantair
thuaithe ionas go mbeadh caighdedn maireachtéla
agus caighdean saoil sna ceantair sin a bheadh
tarraingteach do dhaoine le bheith ag obair agus
ina gcénaiiontu. Nimor é a thabhairt san direamh
i gcoincheap forbartha tuaithe an lae inniu nach
bhfuil aon bhaint ag go leor de na daoine a bhionn
ina gconai faoin tuath leis an talmhaiocht agus go
dtagann a n-ioncam agus a ndeiseanna fostaiochta
as an ngeilleagar nios leithne seachas as an earnail
talmhaiochta na earnail an agri-bhia, cé gur codanna
riachtanacha den struchtdr socheacnamaioch iad
an fheirmeoireacht agus an t-agri-bhia. Is é tuairim
an Choiste go bhfuil fostaiocht, nach mbaineann
le talmhaiocht, agus infreastruchtur fisiceach a
bheadh maoinithe go cui rithdbhachtach chun an
geilleagar éifeachtach éagsuil tuaithe a chothabhail
agus chun a infreastruchtur séisialta a chosaint.

Is féidir le haineas tuaithe aghaidh a thabhairt
ar an da shaincheist sin; sé sin ar slainte agus ar

bhfolldine a fheabhstu agus pobail inbhuanaithe
tuaithe a fhorbairt.

LEADER

Is Tionscnamh Chomhphobal an AE um Fhorbairt
Tuaithe é LEADER a chuireann maoiniu poibli (AE
agus Naisiunta) ar fail do Ghrapai Aititla Gnimh
faofa chun pleananna ilearnalacha gné a chur
i bhfeidhm chun a limistéir féin a fhorbairt. Sa
tréimhse reatha 2000 go 2006, t& an clar LEADER &
chur ar fail i dha chlar:

LEADER Plus

Is é aidhm rithdbhachtach an bhirt, a dtugtar
ranniocaiocht phoibli de €73.7 milliun do,
spreagadh a thabhairt chun teacht ar chur chuigi
nua a bhaineann le forbairt chomhthaite agus
inbhuanaithe i bpobail tuaithe agus tastalacha a
dhéanamh orthu. T4 an Tionscnamh i bhfeidhm i
22 limistéar ar fud na tire.

An Clar Naisiunta um Fhorbairt na
Tuaithe.

Is cuid de Chlair Réigiunacha Feidhme faoin bPlean
Forbartha Naisiinta 2000 — 2006 é an Clar Naisitnta
um Fhorbairt na Tuaithe, a bhfuil ranniocaiocht
phoibli geall le €75.6 milliin aige. Cuireann an
Clar leis an gClar LEADER+ agus cinntionn sé go
gcuirtear maoinit ar fail do na 13 limistéar nar
ceapadh chun an Clar LEADER+ a chur ar fail
iontu. Cuirtear maoinitd don Agri-Thurasoireacht/
Turaséireacht Tuaithe ar fail faoin gClar seo go
naisiunta.

Chuir grupai LEADER cisti substaintitla ar fail faci na
clair seo do thionscadail éagsula nudlacha aineasa
tuaithe agus tathar ag leanuint ag cur na gcisti ar
fail.

Ina theannta sin cuirtear go leor tacaiochta i bhfoirm
comhairle agus oilitna ar fail do na tionscadail
sin. In go leor casanna is é an grupa LEADER féin
tionscnéir ndé ceannphdirti an tionscadail. Cé
go ndirionn go leor de na tionscadail sin ar an
turaséireacht forbraitear iad chomh maith agus
riachtanais an phobail aitidil ar intinn acu.

1 Obesity - The Policy Challenges, Tuarascail an Tascfhorsa Naisitinta ar Mhurtall, 2005

2 Tuarascail Choiste Agrai-Fise 2015, a cuireadh faoi bhraid an Aire Talmhaiochta agus Bia, Mary Coughlan, Uasal, TD i Nollaig 2004.



Tionschaimh ata bunaithe ar an bPobal

Ta grupai atd bunaithe ar an bpobal in go leor
limistéar tar éis pairt ghniomhach a ghlacadh i
mbainistit saordidi dineasa a gceantair. Déantar é
sin go minic i gcomhar le gniomhaireachtai a bhfuil
talamh faoina n-utinéireacht mar Coillte né an
tSeirbhis Naisiinta Pairceanna. Is ceithre shampla
atd iontu seo a leanas de thionscnaimh da leithéid,
(faigheann gach tionscnamh tacaiocht éna ghrupa
aitivil LEADER) a tégadh 6 na haighneachtai a
cuireadh chuig Comhairle na Tuaithe faoin straitéis
seo. Ta go leor samplai eile, afach, a d'fhéadfai
a lua lena n-diritear obair phobail faoi chlair agus
scéimeanna eile.

Is eagraiocht neamhspledch  chosmhuintire
i Combhairle Thailte Arda Chill Mhantain a
cheanglaionn abhair spéise éagsula i dTailte Arda
Chill Mhantain le chéile, lena n-airitear abhair
spéise a bhaineann le feirmeoireacht, Uinéireacht
talin, aineas, an comhshaol, an pobal, an
geilleagar agus turaséireacht. Chomhfhorbair
agus chomhthacaigh Comhphairtiocht Tuaithe Chill
Mhantdin Teo. le go leor da thionscadail. Ta sé mar
aidhm ag na tionscadail seo Usaid inbhuanaithe
agus s6 na dtailte arda a chur chun cinn i gcomhar
leis na daoine a chdnaionn, a oibrionn agus a
bhionn pairteach i ngniomhaiochtai dineasa ann.
Airitear iad seo a leanas le tionscnaimh reatha 1)
comhordu Thionscadal Lionra Chosain Inbhuanaithe
Chill Mhantain, tionscadal maoinithe ag Ciste
Forbraiochta Réigilnai na hEorpa ina raibh pairt
ag Combhairle Thailte Arda Chill Mhantain, Coillte,
An tSeirbhis Naisitinta Pairceanna agus Fiadhulra?,
Combhairle Contae Chill Mhantdin agus Meitheal
Sléibhe i gCosan Chill Mhantdin, Cosan Chaoimhin
agus cosain eile sa réigiun a bhainistiu agus a chur
chun cinn; 2) taighde agus forbairt a dhéanamh ar
bhealai rochtana ‘comhaontaithe’ chuig limistéir
ardtaitneamhachta ar thailte priobhaideacha; 3)
pairtaghlacadhigclair mhalartaithe trasnaisitinacha
a bhaineann le saincheisteanna maidir le forbairt
aitidil lena n-airitear oilidint chun saordidi dineasa a
chur ar fail; 4) cosdin a fhorbairt i gcomhar le pobail
aitiula m.sh. Seanchosan an larnréid, Tigh na hEille;
5) monatdireacht a dhéanamh ar chosain agus
suirbhé a dhéanamh ar Usdideoiri Bhealach Chill

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

Mhantain; 6) a bheith rannphairteach i dtionscadal i
gcombhar le Coillte, an tSeirbhis Naisitinta Pairceanna
agus Fiadhulra, BSL agus na hUdarais Aititla chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar dhumpail mhidhleathach go
hairithe i limistéir phaircedla ardtaitneamhachta.

Bunaiodh Ballyhoura Development Ltd chun forbairt
tuaithe a spreagadh agus a éascu i réigitin Bhealach
Abhradh. Is é Failte Ballyhoura ceann da phriomh-
chomhphairtnéiri ag a bhfuil sé mar fheidhm
shonrach deiseanna turaséireachta a chur chun
cinn agus a fhorbairt sa réigitn. Ta infheistiocht
shuntasach déanta ag Ballyhoura Development
agus ag Fdilte Ballyhoura i ndeiseanna aineasa
tuaithe sa réigiun, tri dheontais agus dreasachtai
eile a thabhairt, go direach agus go hindireach
tri chombhairle, oilitint, cabhair mhargaiochta
agus gniomhaiochtai tionscnaimh a chur ar fail.
O cruthaiodh Sli Slimharcailte Bhealach Abhradh
agus Siuloidi Lubchosain Slimharcailte, bhi an
da chuideachta gniomhach i raon leathan de
dheiseanna dineasa inbhuanaithe d’ardchaighdean
a chur ar fail. Airitear iad seo a leanas ar chuid
de na gnoéthachtadlacha go data, ainmniu Phairc
an tSléibhe Riabhaigh, forbairt de chosain
chorpacmhainne agus cosdin treoddireachta agus
an phleanail agus an chabhair a tugadh do Choillte
maidir le Pairc mhor Rothair Sléibhe* a fhorbairt.

Is cuideachta forbartha tuaithe bunaithe sa phobal
é IRD Dhuiche Ealla. D’oibrigh sé le Coillte, Coiste
Naisitnta Combhairleach na Slite Slimharcailte,
Turasoireacht Chorcai Chiarrai agus le huinéiri
talun aititla chun Sli Dhuiche Ealla a fhorbairt.
Is cuid de Shli na Mumhan i Sli Dhuiche Ealla, sli
mhorthaibhseach, a shineann 6 Chill Airne i gCo.
Chiarrai go dti An Chloichin i gCo. Thiobraid
Arann. Ta an tsli seo geall le 50 ciliméadar ar
fad agus ta codarsnacht radharc inti 6 fhasra fidin
portaigh agus sléibhe, cosain choille, gleannta,
locha, aibhneacha agus ceantair fhairsinge
mhorthaibhseacha iargulta.  Chuir IRD Dhuiche
Ealla forbairt na slite ldbchosan ar an tsli chun cinn
chomh maith. Ceann de phriomhthionscadail IRD
Dhuiche Ealla is ea pairc Tuaithe Shraid an Mhuilinn.
Léirionn an phairc 200 heictear cé mar is féidir leis
an gcothromaiocht idir an nadur agus an fhorbairt
eachamaioch a bheith. Cuireann an phairc, ata

3 Tathar tar éis tosu ar an obair ar an talamh ar an tionscadal seo agus chdmhaoinigh Coillte, An tSeirbhis Naisiinta Pairceanna agus

Fiadhulra agus Meitheal Sléibhe an tionscadal.

4 T4 forbairt 4 déanamh ag Coillte ar an bpairc seo, ceann de lion &irithe limistéar sa tir faoi Chlar Infreastruchtuir an Aineasa Foraoise
agus a dtugann Failte Ireland tacaiocht do6 faoin bPlean Forbartha Naisiunta.



faoi Uinéireacht phriobhaideach, fostaiocht ar fail
do geall le ceathracha duine le linn ardséasur na
turasdéireachta. Is meascan de phortach oscailte,
crannlann tailte arda agus tailte isle, coillearnach
measctha, moéinéir lusanna fidine, garrain, gairdini,
aibhneacha onfaise agus locha is ea i.

Ta 5 phobal comharsanachta faoi Chuideachta
Forbartha Mhaigh Eo Thiar Theas ag oibrid i
gcomhar chun comhthionscnamh sitléide agus
turaséireachta a chur ar fail. Ta na ceithre phobal
de Bhaile Ui Fhiachain, Doire Fhada, Tiernaur agus
An Mhala Raithni ar an taobh ¢ thuaidh de Chuan
Mé. Is é Achadh Ghobhair an cuigit pobal agus ta
sé suite 6 dheas de Chathair na Mart. T4 sé i gceist
ag na grupai uile a lubchosdin a cheangal leis an
mbealach lineach fada. Is é Spoir Acla an bealach
lineach 6 thuaidh de Chuan Mé agus sineann sé siar
chuig Acaill, 6 Shli an larthair taobh 6 thuaidh de
Bhaile Ui Fhiachdin. Ceangléfar [ubchosan Achadh
Ghobhair le Sli an Téchair a thosaionn i mBalla san
oirthear agus a shineann 38 mile chomh fada le
Muraisc san iarthar.

Taé an Chuideachta agus na hionadaithe pobail ag
obair faoi lathair le Comhairle Contae Mhaigh Eo
chun forbairt agus arachas na Comhairle maidir
leis na bealai lineacha a chinntit. Is i Cuideachta
Forbartha Mhaigh Eo Thiar Theas a riarann an Scéim
Shoéisialta Tuaithe i Maigh Eo Thiar Theas agus ta
an scéim ag cuidit le Comhairle Contae Mhaigh
Eo faoi lathair chun Slite Slimharcéilte a fhorbairt
agus a chothabhail i Maigh Eo. Cuirfidh an Scéim
Shéisialta Tuaithe tacaiocht ar fail do phobail maidir
leis na siuléidi lUbchosain pobail a fhorbairt agus a
chothabhail.

An Scéim Shaisialta Tuaithe

Iséaidhm na Scéime Saisialta Tuaithe seirbhisi tuaithe
feabhsaithe a chur ar fail ar chostas réastinach ar an
Statchiste agus, ag an am céanna, tacaiocht ioncaim
agus fostaiochta a chinntit d'fheirmeoiri beaga
airithe agus da dteaghlaigh nach bhfuil dbalta sli
mhaireachtala inmharthana a bhaint amach ar an
talamh nios mé. Is grupai LEADER a chuireann an
scéim i bhfeidhm agus is é Udards na Gaeltachta
agus grupai LEADER a chuireann an scéim ar fail sa
Ghaeltacht. Cuireadh breis is €40 millian ar fail i
meastachdin na Roinne Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta don bhliain 2006 don Scéim Shdisialta
Tuaithe. Ina theannta sin cuireadh €3 mhillidn sa
bhreis ar fail don chaiteachas caipitil faoin scéim.

D'Gsaid grupai ar fud na tire an Scéim Shoisialta
Tuaithe chun bealai agus cosdin a chothabhail.
Ba choir a thuilleadh scéimeanna a spreagadh
agus maoiniu a thabhairt déibh sa todhchai chun

an obair fhisiceach a dhéanamh ar thionscadail
infreastruchtuir ar a gcuirtear sios sa chéad chaibidil
eile. O thaobh Chombhairle na Tuaithe agus na
Straitéise um Aineas Tuaithe de, ta sé tabhachtach
go ndéanfai comhlanu agus go dtabharfai tacaiocht
don bheart forbartha tuaithe sa dréachtstraitéis tri
Usaid a bhaint as an scéim ar an mbealach seo.

An Straitéis um Fhorbairt Tuaithe 2007
go 2013

Cuireann an Straitéis um Fhorbairt Tuaithe 2007 go
2013, ata & hullmht faoilathair, an deis ar fail tairbhe
a bhaint as na comharghniomhaiochtai a gcuirtear
sios orthu san alt deiridh. Cé gurb iad an earnail
talmhaiochta agus foraoiseachta a bhaineann an
Usaid is mo as an talamh agus cé go bhfuil pairt
larnach acu fés san fhorbairt shocheacnamaioch,
cuirfear sios ar an talmhaiocht i gcomhthéacs
nios leithne sa straitéis um fhorbairt tuaithe chun
go mbeidh cosaint an chomhshaoil tuaithe agus
tarraingteacht na limistéar tuaithe d’aitritheoiri
agus do chuairteoiri san aireamh [éi.

I mi 14il 2005 ghlac Comhairle Talmhaiochta an AE
Rialachan chuici féin, a bhain le tacaiocht forbartha
trid an gCiste Eorpach um Thalmhaiocht d'Fhorbairt
Tuaithe, maidir leis an gcéad tréimhse eile den chlar
(2007-2013). Dirionn an polasai forbartha tuaithe
ar thri phriomhchuspéir .i.

1) Cumas iomaiochta na hearnala talmhaiochta
a mhéadu tri thacaiocht a chur ar fail don
athstruchtuaru.

2) An comhshaol agus an tuath a fheabhsu tri
thacaiocht a chur ar fail don bhainistiu taltn.

3) An caighdean saoil i gceantair thuaithe a neartu
agus éagsulu sna gniomhaiochtai eacnamaiocha
a chur chun cinn.

Cludaitear ceithre ais sna réimsi sin:

Ais 1: Cumas iomaiochta na feirmeoireachta agus
na foraoiseachta a fheabhsu

Ais 2: An comhshaol agus an tuath a fheabhsu

Ais 3: Caighdean saoil agus éagsulu an gheilleagair
thuaithe a fheabhsu

Ais 4: cur chuige LEADER

Bundfar ais 3 ar bhearta a bhainfidh le héagsulu
a thabhairt isteach sa gheilleagar tuaithe agus
leis an gcaighdean saoil i gceantair thuaithe a
fheabhsu. Beidh spreagadh a chur faoi fhorbairt na
turasdireachta agus tiontd i dtreo gniomhaiochtai
nach mbaineann le talmhaiocht san aireamh leis. Is



iad na grupai aitila gnimh a fhorfheidhmeoidh an
ais tri straitéisi forbartha aititla a chur i ngniomh
aqgus tri Usaid a bhaint as cur chuige LEADER.

Ta an Straitéis Naisiunta um Fhorbairt Tuaithe 2007
go 2013, atd i mbéal forbartha, &4 leagan amach
de réir Threoirlinte Straitéiseacha an AE. Beidh
acmhainni suntasacha sa bhreis & gcur ar fail trid an
Aontas Eorpach i gcomhair bearta eacnamaiocha
tuaithe nios leithne. Cuirfidh ais 3, sa chomhthéacs
seo, an deis is fearr ar fail chun aineas tuaithe a
fhorbairt tri na grapai aitidla gnimh agus tri na
bearta Tuaithe agus Agri-Thuraséireachta ata le
hullmhd.  Cuirfidh an ais seo deiseanna ar fail i
gcomhair comhphairtiochtai idir grapai aitidla
gnimh agus an stat, an t-Udards aititil agus
comhlachtai deonacha. s tri na comhphairtiochtai
seo leis na grupai aititla gnimh a chuirfear na bearta
i bhfeidhm. Ceaddéidh sé seo an t-infreastruchtuar
a fhorbairt, infreastruchtdr atad riachtanach chun
rannphairtiocht i ngniomhaiochtai dineasa tuaithe
a fheabhsu. Toradh eile a bheidh leis seo is ea go
dtiocfaidh feabhas ar chuinsi socheacnamaiocha na
gceantar tuaithe.

Ni mér a bheith aireach sna bearta seo faoi bhearta
comhlantacha i bpolasaithe naisiinta eile mar
shampla polasaithe turasdireachta agus spoirt
chun macasamhail beart a sheachaint agus ni mér
comhordl na straitéisi a spreagadh. Moltar go
bhforfheidhmeofai go prainneach an fhramaiocht
nua forais a bhaineann leis an gcomhthuiscint
atd idir na ranna Rialtais, na gniomhaireachtai
stait/comhlachtai fo-stait (.i. Failte Ireland, Coillte,
Uiscebhealai Eireann, An tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta
agus an tSeirbhis Naisiunta Pairceanna agus
Fiadhulra) agus na grapaf aitidla gnimh maidir le
bheith ag comhoibrit chun na bearta sin a chur ar
fail.

Aineas ar Uisce

Is iad an tSeirbhis lascaigh Intire, Uiscebhealai
Eireann agus Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli go direach a
bhainistionn, a fhorbraionn agus a chuireann dineas
agus foilliocht intire ar uisce chun cinn faoi reacht.
Tasédirithe den chuidis mo ar shlatiascaireacht agus
ar chursail ar locha, aibhneacha agus canalacha.

Uiscebhealai Eireann

Is é Uiscebhealai Eireann an Comhlacht
Forfheidhmithe Thuaidh Theas atd freagrach as
bainistiocht, cothabhail, forbairt agus deisiu na
gcoras uiscebhealaf intire inseolta ar an oiledn agus
déantar é seo go priomha ar mhaithe le haineas.

Is & misean Uiscebhealai Eireann comhshaol dineasa
d’ardchaighdedn a chur ar fail a bheadh bunaithe
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ar uiscebhealai intire na hEireann até faoina chéiram
ionas go mbeadh gach duine abalta iad a Usaid
agus tairbhe a bhaint astu.

Is iad seo a leanas na huiscebhealai faoi chdram
Uiscebhealai Eireann Loingseoireacht na Bearu
fochtarai, Céras na hEirne, Uiscebhealach na
Sionainne- na hEirne, Loingseoireacht na Bearu, An
Chanail Mhér, An Chanail Rioga agus Loingseoireacht
na Sionainne. Is ceangal uiscebhealaigh é an lionra
seo 6 Bhéal Leice go Port Lairge, 6 Luimneach go
Baile Atha Cliath agus idir go leor aiteanna eile ata
eatarthu. Isacmhainn shaibhiriad na huiscebhealai
intire ar féidir le gach duine taitneamh agus taithi a
fhail astu ar go leor bealai difritla.

Cuireann na huiscebhealai go mor le haineas
tuaithe trid an raon leathan gniomhaiochtai
atd 4 gcur ar fail ar an 1,000 ciliméadar de
choéras uiscebhealai. Ta méadd tagtha chomh
maith ar an ngniomhaiocht agus ar na tairbhi
eacnamaiocha até & bhfail i ngeilleagair na bpobal
aitidil uiscebhealaigh de bharr fhorbairt na n-
uiscebhealai. Bionn cabhlach mér bad curséla ar
cios agus cabhlach mér priobhdideach ar snamh
ar an lionra uiscebhealaigh. Bionn gniomhaiochtai
seoltoireachta, curachoireachta, cadhcala,
rdmhaiochta,  uisce-scidla,  clarsheoltbireachta
iarthoinne agus go leor spairt uisce eile ar siul ar
an lionra uiscebhealaigh. Bionn garbhiascaireacht
coitianta chomh maith i measc slatiascairi ag baile
aqgus slatiascairi 6 thar lear araon; agus baintear an-
taitneamh as an turas mérthaibhseach siochanta a
dhéantar ar na slite slimharcailte agus ar na bealai
rothaiochta atd ar na cosain tarraingthe agus ar na
bruacha. Ta& gnathdég de gach cinedl flora agus
fauna le fail ar imill, ar bhruacha agus ar fhalta
sceach na n-uiscebhealai.

Oibrionn Uiscebhealai Eireann chun na saoraidi agus
na seirbhisi ata le fail ar na huiscebhealai a fheabhsu
chun freastal ar riachtanais na n-Usaideoiri dineasa
aitidla agus na n-usdideoiri ata ar cuairt, Usaideoiri
ata ag éiri nios éilithi agus nios sofaisticiula.

An Bord lascaigh

Is é feidhm ghinearalta an Phriomh-Bhoird lascaigh
caomhnu, cosaint, bainistit, forbairt agus feabhas
an iascaigh intire a chur chun cinn, a thacu, a éascu
agus a chomhordd, inter alia. D4 bhrisin, spreagann
na Boird lascaigh Réigilnacha, cuireann siad chun
cinn, déanann siad margaiocht ar agus forbraionn
siad slatiascaireacht bradan, slatiascaireacht
breac, garbhiascaireacht agus iascaireacht mhara.
Spreagann, cuireann siad chun cinn, eagraionn
agus comhordaionn siad forbairt dheonach na
bpleananna bainistiochta maidir le hiascaigh intire



10

ina réigiuin. Oibrionn siad agus comhordaionn siad
i gcomhar leis an bPriomh-Bhord lascaigh agus le
Boird lascaigh Réigilnacha eile nuair is ga chun
scaipeadh éifeachtach feidhmiudil na n-acmhainni
a chinntit agus chun nithe eile a bhaineann leis
an ngd atd ann an acmhainn iascaigh intire a
fhorbairt go hinbhuanaitheach (lena n-airitear
caomhnu na n-iasc agus speiceas eile d'fhauna
agus flora agus bithéagsulacht na n-éiceachéras
uisce intire) agus chomh fada is is féidir é chun a
chinntit go gcuirfear na gniomhaiochtai ar sidl ar
bhealach a chosnaionn an oidhreacht nadurtha
de réir bhri an Achta Oidhreachta, 1995. Ceann
de phriomhchuspéiri na mBord rannphdirtiocht a
mhéadl i ngniomhaiochtai slatiascaireachta go
hairithe i measc na n-6g. Tacaionn na Boird go
gniomhach le tionscnaimh maidir leis seo.

Foras na Mara

Gné larnach i gcuspoiri straitéiseacha Fhoras na
Mara is ea an earnail turasoéireachta agus féilliochta
ar uisce a fhorbairt agus t4 sé mar aidhm aige
poitéinseal forbartha na hearnala a uasmhéadu ar
bhealach inbhuanaithe. | mi Uil 2006, d'fhoilsigh an
Foras an Straitéis um Thurasoéireacht agus Féilliocht
Mhara 2007 —2013. Ta sé mar aidhm ag an straitéis
seo an méid a chabhraionn an turaséireacht agus an
fhéilliocht mhara chun na cuspairi naisiinta maidir
leis an turasédireacht, forbairt tuaithe agus Aaitiuil,
dineas tuaithe agus bainistiocht an chomhshaoil
nadurtha a bhaint amach, a uasmhéadu tri ghniomh
comhordaithe go naisiinta agus go haitiuil.
Baineann a chuspéiri maidir le réimse an dineasa
lena chinntid go mbionn na hacmhainni mara agus
costa forbartha ina n-iomlaine ar mhaithe le folldine
na bpobal aititil agus lena chinntit go n-éireofar
leis Usaid shabhailte fhreagrach na n-acmhainni
coOsta agus mara a bhaint amach maidir le féilliocht
agus aineas.

Usaid na bhForaoisi i gcomhair Aineasa

Ceann de dhearbhphrionsabail pholasai foraoise
an Rialtais, arna chothu ag Seirbhis Foraoiseachta
na Roinne Talmhaiochta agus Bia, is ea bainistiocht
inbhuanaithe foraoise ionas go ndéanfar na
foraoisi a bhainistiu ar bhealach go mbainfear an
t-uasmhéid faoi lathair agus sa todhchai, as na
tairbhi eacnamaiocha, sodisialta agus comhshaoil.
Aithnionn an tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta an rél ata ag
coillearnacha agus ag foraoisi in aineas allamuigh,
agus chomh luachmhar is atd an ‘tseirbhis’ do
shlainte agus d'fhollaine an phobail, d’fheasacht
ar an gcomhshaol agus d’oideachas, agus mar
bhonn ag fiontair aititla, ag forbairt agus ag

turaséireacht. T4 dineas luaite i gCaighdean
Naisitnta Foraoise na hEireann mar fheidhm
shuntasach shocheacnamaioch agus chultdrtha
i bhforaoiseacht na hEireann. Chuir an tSeirbhis
Foraoiseachta leabhran 48 leathanach, dar teideal
Forest Recreation in Ireland — A Guide for Forest
Owners and Managers, le chéile le déanai mar
threoir maidir le coillearnacha agus foraoisi a
fhorbairt ar mhaithe le haineas.

Scéim na Coille Céngarai agus maoiniu eile 6n
tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta

Ta béim laidir ag an tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta, agus
i ag cur aineas foraoise chun cinn, ar aiseanna
coillearnai ‘gar do bhaile’ a chur ar fail, faoi Scéim
na Coille Céngarai, i laithreacha straitéiseacha a
bhionn éasca teacht orthu i gceantair uirbeacha,
pheirea-uirbeacha agus i gceantair thuaithe, do
phobail aitidla le husaid laethudil a bhaint astu.
Ta leibhéal ard comhphairtiochta ag teastail idir
an t-udaras aitivil, grupai aitiala, pobail, agus
sainghrupai Usaidte, agus, nuair is cui, Uinéiri taltin
nach mbaineann le hudarais itidla, sna tionscadail
aonair faoin scéim.

Ta éagsulacht mhor tionscadal faoi Scéim na Coille
Céngarai, a léirionn an meon agus an oidhreacht
aitivil, agus na riachtanais agus tosaiochtai
ditiula. T4 éagsulacht mhér 6 thaobh mhéid na
dtionscadal chomh maith. Leagtar an bhéim,
go gineardlta, afach, ar Usaid laethuil raon de
ghniomhaiochtai neamhfhoirmitla, siuléidi ar
bhogshodar, cuairteanna 6 theaghlaigh, aclaiocht
laethuil, an madra a thabhairt amach, srl., agus
d'fhéadfai gniomhaiochtai breise a chur ar fail trid
an gcoillearnach a Usaid mar ‘rang taobh amuigh’
do scoileanna itiula. T4 faomhadh faighte ag geall
le 40 tionscadal faoi Scéim na Coille Céngarai go
data.

Ta an tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta ag déanamh measunu
faoi lathair chun na bearta a leathnd amach chun
Ginéiri talin nach mbaineann le hudarais aitiula
a thabhairt san aireamh (comhlachtai poibli eile,
eagraiochtai, forais, oird rialta, scoileanna, Uinéiri
talin priobhaidi), ionas go leathnéfai amach an
scéim. Leanfar, afach, leis an mbéim a leagan ar
dis choillearnai chaighdednach a mbeifi abalta
teacht uirthi go héasca, ar rochtain don phobal
agus ar chur chuige comhphdirtiochta maidir le
dearadh agus bainistiocht. Cuireann an tSeirbhis
Foraoiseachta maoinil agus tacaiocht ar fail do
raon leathan tionscnamh a bhaineann le haineas
foraoise. Airitear iad seo a leanas ar na samplai is
déanai agus atad fos ar bun: Tionscadal Milaoise



Foraoisi an Phobail, N& Fadg do Lorg na hEireann,
tionscadail oideachais La na gCrann agus Tionscadal
na Foraoise Chomhairle Crann na hEireann, cursai
gairmitla oilitna Dearadh i gcomhair Aineas
Coillearnai, agus clar Shiuléidi Bliantula Foraoise
Chumann Foraoiseoiri na hEireann.

Coillte

Is é Coillte an t-dinéir talin is mo6 ata sa stat mar
go bhfuil breis is 440,000 heictear (1.1 millidn acra,
circa 6% den limistéar iomlan taldn) d'fhoraois
agus de thalamh oscailte faoina uinéireacht aige
agus is é an solathrdir dineasa allamuigh is mé ata
sa stat é chomh maith. T4 an chuid is mo d’eastat
Choillte suite i limistéir mhérluacha agus mar gheall
air sin, agus mar go mbionn foraoisi an-fheilinach
mar thirdhreach aineasa®, baintear an-usaid
dineasa as eastat Choillte. Meastar go dtugann
idir 18 — 30 milliin duine cuairt ar fhoraoisi Choillte
gach bliain agus gur €97 millitn® an luach measta
d’Usdideoiri.

Is acmhainn an-tdbhachtach chun &ineas a chur
ar fail iad foraoisi Choillte. Cuireann an 11 pairc
foraoise agus breis is 150 limistéar dineasa aiseanna
ar leibhéal éagsula ar fail lena n-airitear carrchlois le
bealach isteach chuig an tuath agus forbairti moéra
dineasa. Tugann Coillte tacaiocht chomh maith do
go leor eagraiochtai eile, 6 chomhlachtai pobail
go gniomhaireachtai naisitinta (cosuil le Coiste
Naisiunta Comhairleach na Slite Slimharcailte de
chuid na Comhairle Spoéirt), trina bheith ag obair i
gcomhar chun raon leathan de shocruithe rochtana
agus saordidi a chur ar fail. Ta breis is 8,000
ciliméadar de bhéithre agus de chosain foraoise ag
Coillte mar shampla, agus is é a chuireann 52% de
na cosain naisiunta slimharcailte easbhéthair uile ar
fail faoi lathair.

Bainistitear foraoisi Choillte mar fhoraoisi oibre,
tadirgeann sé adhmad, déanann sé clram de
chaomhnu an naduir agus den bhithéagsulacht
agus ar ndéigh den aineasa. Aithnionn Coillte, cé
gur cuideachta trachtala stait atd ann a bhfuil sé
mar phriomhfheidhm aige an t-eastat a bhainistiu
ar mhaithe le cuspéiri trachtala, go bhfuil pairt an-
tabhachtach aige, de bharr fairsing shuntasach
talin a bheith faoina Uinéireacht agus de bharr a
thraidisitin rannphdirtiochta in aineas allamuigh, i
Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe ar bith. Ba
é Coillte (agus an eagraiocht a chuaigh roimhe

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisianta um Aineas Tuaithe

An 1tSeirbhis Foraoise agus Fiadhulra) an chéad
mhéreagraiocht a d’aithin an filntas a bhain le
haineas allamuigh nuair a d'oscail sé an chéad
phairc foraoise a bhi sa stat i nGugan Barra, Co.
Chorcai sa bhliain 1966.

Bhi Coillte an-ghniomhach le blianta beaga anuas
chun an bhainistiocht dineasa agus an poitéinseal a
bhi ag an eastat a fhorbairt agus ta tus curtha aige
no ta crioch curtha aige le lion airithe tionscnamh
tdbhachtach dineasa.

* D'fhoilsigh Coillte an Polasai féilliochta
— foraoisi Slaintiula, Naisiun Slaintiul sa bhliain
2005 inar leag sé amach seasamh, fealsinacht
agus saincheisteanna ginearalta na cuideachta
a bhaineann le haineas a chur ar fail ar an
eastat.

Rinne Coillte, sa bhliain 2004, coimisiunu ar
chombhstaidéar i gcomhar leis an gCombhairle
Spoirt ar chomh luachmhar is ata foraoisi

agus cosain d'Usaid aineasa agus foilsiodh
deireanach sa bhliain 2005 é. Léirigh an
tuarascail seo go ndeachaigh aineas i bhforaoisi
Choillte go mér chun tairbhe na sochai

agus go ndearnadh breis is €270 millitn 6
ghniomhaiocht eacnamaioch i bpobail aitiula.

Ta an chuideachta ag obair faoi lathair ar
mhérthionscnamh aineasa, Clar Infreastruchtuir
Aineasa na Foraoise (€5.3 milliin), at4 ag

fail tacaiocht 6 Failte Ireland faoin bPlean
Forbartha Naisitinta 2000 -2006. Cuirfidh an
Clar seo lion airithe saoraidi tdbhachtacha
dineasa allamuigh ar fail trasna na tire lena n-
airitear:

* uasghradu na gcosan fanaiochta agus
sitléide ag a mbeadh fosheirbhisi cosuil
le carrchléis, comharthai slimharcailte
agus ceannchosain, ionaid phicnici srl.;

* saoraidi nua rothaiochta sléibhe agus
saoraidi eile rothaiochta easbhéthair a
fhorbairt ag cliig ionad trasna na tire;

5 Is diteanna breatha aineasa iad na foraoisi iontu féin. Déanann siad scagadh ar Usaideoiri agus ar shaoraidi aineasa agus sunn siad
an torann. Ta foraoisi na hEireann lan le rianta agus cosain ar féidir teacht go héasca orthu.

6 Economic Value of Trails and Forest Recreation in the Republic of Ireland, Fitzpatrick Associates, Comhairleoiri Eacnamaiocha don

Chombhairle Spoirt agus do Choillte, Medn Fomhair 2005



12

* suiomh gréasain nua “Coillte allamuigh”
a chuirfidh raon leathan eolais ar fail
d’'Usaideoiri allamuigh in Eirinn;

* agus tionscnamh Failte roimh
Shiuléiri/Rothaithe a chuirfidh rochtain
mhéadaithe na tuaithe chun cinn.

* Ba é Coillte an chéad eagraiocht a raibh talamh
faoina Uinéireacht aige a ghlac na prionsabail’
Na Fag do Lorg chuige féin agus bhi sé an-
ghniomhach chun N& Fag do Lorg na hEireann
a bhunu mar eagraiocht neamhspleach a
chuireann Usaid fhreagrach na tuaithe chun
cinn.

Bhi rél ceannasach ag Coillte chun clar taighde
ar aineas foraoise a fhorbairt i gcomhar

le Coford — an ghniomhaireacht taighde
foraoise agus bhi sé gniomhach maidir le
tacaiocht a thabhairt d’obair Choiste Naisitnta
Combhairleach na Slite Slimharcailte maidir le
straitéis ndisilinta cosan a fhorbairt.

| measc na dtionscnamh eile ata ar bun ag
Coillte faoi lathair airitear rannphairtiocht na
n-usaideoiri dineasa — sa chas seo lucht Usaidte
rothair sléibhe — i gclar maoirseachta chun a
spért a fhorbairt agus a bhainistit i bhforaoisi
Choillte. Ta Coillte i gceannas ar thionscnamh
piolétach chomh maith chun straitéis
bainistiochta aineasa a fhorbairt i Sléibhte Atha
Cliath Theas. Tabharfaidh sé na hudarais aitiula,
an tSeirbhis Naisiinta Pairceanna, ionadaithe na
n-usaideoiri dineasa agus Coillte le chéile chun
straitéis fhoriomlan dineasa a fhorbairt don
réimse thabhachtach naisiunta seo.

An Chombhairle Naisitnta um Thaighde agus
Forbairt Foraoise

Rinne COFORD athbhreithnid mor ar riachtanais
taighde an &ineasa foraoise in Eirinn. Thug an
tionscadal saineolaithe agus cleachtdiri 6n tionscal
foraoiseachta agus 6 earnalacha abhartha le chéile
chun breathnu ar raon abhar dineasa lena n-airitear
filntas an dineasa, an acmhainn a bhainistiu,
dineas agus tirdhreach, slainte agus follaine, aineas
turaséireachta agus foraoise, dineas foraoise feirme
agus an rél ata ag aineas foraoise san oideachas.

Oidhreacht agus Aineas Tuaithe

Bealach éifeachtach chunspéisan phobailafhuascailt
in go leor gnéithe oidhreachta is ea s6 a bhaint as
an tuath tri ghniomhaiochtai dineasa éagsula mar
shampla na limistéir thailte arda atd againn, na
costai, machairi lar na tire, na huiscebhealai intire,
na suimh sheandalaiochta, na bailte beaga agus
mora. s féidir cosdin né cuarsai, go hairithe, a Usaid
le haghaidh rang allamuigh i gcomhair 6g agus
aosta araon agus is féidir leo cuidit le daoine saol
folldin a chaitheamh chomh maith.

Ta an Chombhairle Oidhreachta freagrach, faoin Acht
Oidhreachta, 1995, as suim, oideachas, eolas agus
bréd san oidhreacht naisiunta a chur chun cinn agus
tuiscint agus s6 na hoidhreachta naisitnta a éascu.
Ta an Chombhairle Oidhreachta ag obair i réimse na
mbealai siuléide agus na bhféarbhealai 6n mbliain
1997. Cuireann an Chomhairle Usaid inbhuanaithe
dineasa agus sé na tuaithe, agus na gceantar mara
agus costa chun cinn. s iad Tionscadal Milaoise na
gCosan Qilithreachta, agus Bealach Bhéara Bhreifne
priomhthionscadail na Comhairle, agus an méid
seo & scriobh.  Airitear Lionra Cosan Inbhuanaithe
Cill Mhantdin agus Na& Fag Do Lorg i measc na
dtionscadal a dtugann an Chomhairle tacaiocht
ddibh. Ghlac an Chomhairle pairt i dtionscnaimh
an udarais aitidil cosuil le straitéis sitloide Phort
Lairge agus staidéar bhealai situléide Chill Dara. Is
ball i den Choiste Naisiinta Comhairleach na Slite
Slimharcailte.

Slite Naisiunta Slimharcailte agus
Straitéis Cosan na hEireann

Ta tri phriomhfheidhm ag Coiste Naisilnta
Combhairleach na Slite Slimharcailte (NWWAC) de
chuid na Comhairle Spdirt: maoirsit a dhéanamh ar
chothabhail agus ar fhorbairt Lionra Naisiinta na
Slite Slimharcailte; cothd agus comhairle a thabhairt
chun cosain slimharcailte eile de gach cinedl fad a
chruthd; agus siuléid a chur chun cinn ar mhaithe le
tairbhe aineasa, shdisialta agus shldintitil a bhaint
aisti.

Déanann Coiste Naisilinta Comhairleach na Slite
Slimharcailte scradd bliantdil ar gach cosan
slimharcdilte ata claraithe chun a chinntit go
bhfuiltear & gcothd mar ba chéir agus ar mhaithe
le cursai arachais. Oibrionn an Coiste i gcomhar
leis na Coisti Forbartha Cosan, le hUdarais Aitiula, le

7 Ghlac an chuideachta iad seo chuici féin ina polasai dineasa.



GniomhaireachtaiRialtais,agusleComhphairtiochtai
Aititla Spoirt sa tir chun cosain a chruthd agus a
chothu.

T4 forbairt Straitéis Cosan na hEireann direach
criochnaithe ag Coiste Naisiinta Comhairleach
na Slite Slimharcailte. Ciorann an Straitéis seo na
féidearthachtai uile atd ann chun lionra cosan den
scoth a chruthd a chuirfeadh deiseanna iontacha
dineasa ar fail do mhuintir na hEireann agus a
chuirfeadh Eire ar an mapa, chomh maith, mar
cheann scribe idirnaisiinta a mbeadh an-téir air
maidir le bristeacha gniomhaiochta agus saoiri. Ta
sé i gceist ag Straitéis Cosan na hEireann comhland
a dhéanamh ar agus cuidiu a thabhairt don Straitéis
Naisitinta um Aineas Tuaithe.

Ta Coiste Naisitnta Comhairleach na Slite
Slimharcéilte ag comhoibrit faoi lathair le Failte
Ireland chun siuléidi lubchosain d'ardchaighdean
a chruthd. D'fhaomh an rialtas straitéis nua na
Combhairle Spoirt ‘Spért ar feadh an tSaoil” i miluil ata
dirithe go mér ar rannphairtiocht i ngniomhaiochtai
spoirt neamhiomaiocha a chur chun cinn. D& bhri
sin b’fhéidir go leathnoéfai rél na Comhairle Spoirt
maidir le forfheidhmiG na Straitéise um Aineas
Tuaithe chun go mbeadh nios mé na forbairt na
gcosan agus na siuloéidi slimharcailte san aireamh
lena rol.

Forbairt Straitéiseach Chosain Siuldide
Failte Ireland

Creideann Failte Ireland go bhfuil pairt thabhachtach
ag dineas tuaithe maidir le scaipeadh réigitnach a
chur chun cinn agus le turaséireacht a mhealladh
chuig ceantair thuaithe. Tabharfar tus aite sa chéad
Phlean Forbartha Naisiunta eile do lion airithe
gniomhaiochtai a mbeidh ar a gcumas dan tairgi na
hEireann a fhorbairt. Airitear an réimse tairgi seo a
leanas ar na tairgi a mbeifear dbalta a thairiscint le
chéile né astu féin:

e Slatiascaireacht — Géimiascaireacht,
Garbhiascaireacht agus lascaireacht mhara

e Rothaiocht — T4 straitéis chun lionra bealai a
fhorbairt ar ti a bheith criochnaithe

e Eachaiocht — Lena n-airitear Imrim Each ar
Chosain

* Gniomhaiochtai Eachtraiochta Allamuigh

* Cursail Intire

* Turaséireacht an Bhia - cuairteanna ar
thairgeoiri aititla bia

* Sldinte agus Follaine

e Cosain Oidhreachta

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

* Dulra Nadurtha na hEireann — An nadur agus
an fiadhulra

Ta dul chun cinn déanta ag Failte Ireland san achar
ama is giorra, mar shampla, sa phleanail den chéad
chéim eile maidir le margaiocht a dhéanamh ar
shaoiri siuldide sna priomh-mhargai idirnaisitinta
tharlearagussnamargaiag baile chunan poitéinseal
is mé a bhaint as saoiri sitldide. T4 sonrai faoi na
chéad 14 siuléid, ata feiliunach chuniad a chur chun
cinn ar an toirt, foilsithe ag an tionscadal seo. Ta
na siuldidi seo scaipeadh go geografach ar fud na
tire agus ta lion airithe téarmai agus graid éagsula
ag baint leo. Cuireadh broisitr i dtoll a chéile i mi
[Uil 2006 agus ta eolas faoi na siuléidi sin ar fail ar
an suiomh gréasain ag www.lreland.ie né ag www.
walking.ireland.ie chomh maith.

Oibrionn Failte Ireland sna réigidin chomh maith
chun &ineas tuaithe a chur chun cinn mar chuid
mhor da pholasai maidir le borradh a chur faoin
turasoireacht sna ceantair thuaithe. Marshampla, ta
ag éiri go han-mhaith le bealai Bhéara, Rinn Mhuintir
Bhaire, an Daingin agus Chiarrai 6 bunaiodh na slite
fada slimharcailte san iardheisceart. D’oibrigh Failte
Ireland sa réigitn seo (ar a nglaoiti Turaséireacht
Chiarrai Chorcai) i gcomhphairtiocht leis na grupai
aitiula uile a raibh baint acu le sitléidi a fhorbairt
mar shampla cuideachtai LEADER an réigiuin, chun
sitléidi a fhorbairt agus a chur chun cinn mar ais
agus mar diol spéise do thurasairi sa réigiun. Ta siad
ag obair i gcomhar le grupai éagsula ar lion airithe
de na hoiledin amach 6 Choésta larthar Chorcai
chomh maith chun gniomhaiochtai sitléide/aineasa
a chur chun cinn ar na hoileain sin.

An Chomhairle Spéirt/
Comhphairtiochtai Aitiula Spoirt
Bunaiodh na Comhphairtiochtai Aititla Spoirt chun
struchtlr nua a chruthd a chomhordédh agus a
chuirfeadh forbairt aitidil an spoirt chun cinn. Is iad
priomhaidhmeanna na gComhphairtiochtai Aititla
Spoirt rannphdirtiocht an spéirt a mhéadu agus a
chinntid go mbainfi an Usaid ab fhearr ab fhéidir as
na hacmhainni aitidla.

Udarais Aitiula

Ta adarais aitiula pairteach i bhforbairt agus i
gcothabhail saordidi aineasa tuaithe agus na
mbealai sitléide ach go hairithe. Mar shampla,
ta straitéis siuldide curtha le chéile ag Comhairle
Co. Phort Lairge don chontae, fostaionn roinnt
contaetha oifigigh chun sitléidi a chomhordu (lena
n-airitear Corcaigh-Ciarrai, Cill Mhantdin agus Dun
na nGall) agus t& maoinit faighte ag Contaetha
eile 6n Scéim Forbartha um Thairge Turasdireachta
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(lena n-airitear Co. an Chlair agus Uibh Fhaili) chun
bealai a uasghradu agus a fhorbairt.

Is iad Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Co trid
an Udaras Aititil, atd freagrach chomh maith as
cothabhail, a chuireann an t-arachas slanaiochta ar
fail den chuid is mo6 de Chosain an Lionra Naisiinta
(lena n-airitear na lubchosain). Ta pairt larnach
ag na hUdarais Aitidla i bhforbairt infreastruchtar
an dineasa tuaithe agus i bhfoshaoraidi cosuil le
carrcléis, leithris phoibli srl. a chur ar fail.

Bionn rochtain i gceist le go leor de na saoraidi
aineasa tuaithe, seachas bealai siuléide, a chuireann
na hudarais aitiula ar fail agus cuirtear an rochtain
ar fail tri na cearta foirmiula poibli a cheannach né
uaireanta tri lionrai na mbodithre poibli a leathna.
Eilitear ar Gdarais &itidla, faoi Acht na mBéithre,
1993, (A 73(11)) cosaint a thabhairt do cheart an
phobail Usdid a bhaint as cearta poibli sli. larrtar
orthu anois is aris idirghabhail a dhéanamh nuair a
chuirtear isteach ar chearta poibli sli liomhnaithe.

Na Fag do Lorg na hEireann

Is lionra eagraiochtai é N4 Fag do Lorg na hEireann
a bunaiodh chun an teachtaireacht atd i gceist le Na
Fag do Lorg a fhorbairt agus a chur chun cinn ar fud
na hEireann. Déanann an eagraiocht ionadaiocht
ar Uinéiri méra talun poibli agus Usaideoiri dineasa
agus d'fhostaigh siad oifigeach forbartha le déanai
arna maoinil ag na comheagraiochtai. T4 Na Fag
do Lorg na hEireann tar éis clig chdrsa san iomlan
a reachtail lena n-airitear cursai priomhtheagascoiri
—an chéad cheann san Eoraip — agus roinnt mhaith
laethantafeasachtasaneagraiochtagusgonaisiunta.
Airitear iad seo a leanas ar na heagraiochtai ata mar
bhaill den tionscnamh N4 Fag do Lorg faoi lathair,
an tSeirbhis Naisiunta Pairceanna agus Fiadhulra,
Combhairle Sléibhteoireachta na hEireann, Coillte, an
Chomhairle Oidhreachta, Duke of Edinburgh Award,
Gaséga na hEireann, an tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta,
CAAN-Northern Ireland, Meitheal Sléibhe, agus
Rothaiocht Sléibhe na hEireann. T4 eagraiochtai eile
faoi [athair ag cuimhneamh ballraiocht a ghlacadh.

Rochtain na Tuaithe

Léiritear in Aguisin 4 — Paraiméadair Sheasamh
Chombhairle na Tuaithe ar Rochtain na Tuaithe
comhdhearcadh na coitiantachta a dtdinig
Combhairle na Tuaithe air. Bhuail Grupa Oibre
Rochtana Chombhairle na Tuaithe le chéile roinnt
uaireanta chun plé a dhéanamh agus chun aontu a
fhail ar na nithe ar cheart a thabhairt san aireamh
sa Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe maidir lena

dhearcadh ar rochtain na tuaithe.

Tar éis machnamh a dhéanamh ar na pointi uile a
nochtadh, chinn an Grdpa Oibre Rochtana nach
bhfuil aon réiteach iomlan amhain le fail ar an
tsaincheist rochtana, a eascraionn as an Aaineas
tuaithe. T4 leibhéil éagsula brdnna ag teachtigcion
agus ta leibhéil éagsula rochtana ag teastail ag
brath ar an ngniomhaiocht dineasa a bhfuiltear ag
tabhairt faithi né an ceantar ina bhfuil an rochtain
a lorg ann.Ni mor raon réiteach, a bheidh curtha i
dtoll a chéile go sonrach do chuinsi sainiula, a fhail
ar nasaincheisteanna. Tog na siuléidi mar shampla,
beidh na réitigh brath ar cé acu an mbaineann né
nach mbaineann na saincheisteanna le rochtain ar
chosdin ghnéthacha turaséiri, ar shlite naisitnta
slimharcailte n6é ar fhobhealai n6 ar limistéir thailte
arda.

Mhol an grdpa chomh fada agus a bhain sé le
hinfreastruchtdr bainistithe .i. slithe slimharcailte
agus siuloidi faoi bhainistiocht ghrapai aitiula
gnimh, gur cheart deis a thabhairt d'Ginéiri talun
tairbhe airgeadais a bhaint as iad a bheith pairteach
i solathar an dineasa tuaithe.

Phléigh an Grupa Oibre Rochtana saincheist arachais
na n-dinéiri talin maidir le dliteanas aititheoiri
a chludach. Chuaigh an Gradpa i gcomhairle le
Coénaidhm Arachais na hEireann a luadh go dtéann
cuidbheagdentaillearachais, faoin bpacaiste polasai
feirme, i dtreo na forala maidir le riosca dliteanais
na n-aititheoiri.” Mheas an grupa gur cheart na
huinéiri talin a bheith slan 6 éilimh Gsaideoiri
dineasa a dtalun. Solathraionn scéim slanaiochta na
n-uinéiri taldn a fheidhmionn an Irish Public Bodies
Mutual Insurance Ltd (IPBMI) slanaiocht do lion
mor de na bealai naisidnta slimharcailte in aghaidh
éilimh 6 Usaideoiri dineasa na talin cheana. Mhol
an Grupa Oibre nar mhoér scradd a dhéanamh ar
leathnu slanaiochta da leithéid chun talamh eile
faoi Uinéireacht phriobhdideach a thabhairt san
adireamh maidir le héilimh 6 Usdideoiri dineasa a
dtalun.

Mhol an gripa gur cheart iarratas ar mhaoinit do
na réitigh phiolétacha ar shaincheist na rochtana
tuaithe a thabhairt san direamh sa straitéis um
dineas tuaithe ar féidir é a chur i bhfeidhm sa
ghearrthéarma agus go mbeadh sé mar aidhm
réiteach cui naisiinta a chur i bhfeidhm sa
mheantéarma.

Aithnionn Combhairle na Tuaithe go leanfaidh
eagraiochtai feirmeoireachta orthu ag iarraidh
cliteamh direach de bharr rochtain a bheith ag



Usaideoiri aineasa na tuaithe ar an talamh.

Mhol Comhairle na Tuaithe go n-iarrfai ar an
Ard-Aighne scridd a dhéanamh ag athlua agus/
n6 athléirid an seasamh dli choitinn reatha sa
reachtaiocht maidir le cosaint chearta maoine na
n-Ginéiri talin nuair a chéadaitear rochtain aineasa
ar a dtalamh.

Molann Combhairle na Tuaithe chomh maith go
n-iarrfai ar an gCoimisitn um Athchéirid DIi a
thuilleadh moltai a dhéanambh ar na saincheisteanna
nios leithne a bhaineann le rochtain na tuaithe

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe

i gcomhair Usdideoiri dineasa agus go ndireodh
siad ar an seasamh bunreachtuil agus dlithidil a
bhaineann le hEirinn.

Measann Comhairle na Tuaithe nach gcuirfi aon
ualach costais na dlisteanais, de réir an Occupiers’
Liability Act 1995, ar fheirmeoiri/Ginéiri talin a
bheadh mar thoradh ar Usaideoiri dineasa a ligean
ar a dtalamh agus gur chéir don Rialtas céimeanna
cui a ghlacadh, ar bhonn prainne, chun é sin a
chinntid. Creideann Comhairle na Tuaithe go bhfuil
réiteach na saincheiste seo fiorthabhachtach chun
dineas tuaithe a fhorbairt.
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Caibidil 3
AIGHNEACHTAI FAIGHTE

Glao ar Aighneachtai

Cuireadh fégra sna paipéir naisiinta agus aitiula i
nDeireadh Fémhair 2005, agus scriobh Comhairle na
Tuaithe chuig grupai a bhaineann le gniomhaiochtai
dineasa, gniomhaireachtai stait agus Ranna Rialtais
abhartha chun a ndearcadh a fhail maidir le hdineas
tuaithe a fhorbairt. Ba é an 7 Nollaig 2005 an
data deiridh d'aighneachtai a bheith faighte agus

fuarthas 190 aighneacht. T4 a thuilleadh eolais
faoin nglao ar aighneachtai le fail in Aguisin 6 go
8.

Scrudaiodh na haighneachtai de réir na gcinealacha
gniomhaiochtai a cludaiodh, cibé cé acu ar
ghniomhaiochtai ar talamh, san aer n6 ar uisce iad.
Taispeantar na torthai sa tabla thios.

Briseadh Sios de réir Gniomhaiochta

13%

19%

Scradaiodh na haighneachtai chomh maith agus
cuireadh i gcatagoiri iad faoi na tri cheannteideal
seo a leanas:

. Gniomhaiochtai ar Talamh
Gniomhaiochtai ar Uisce

B Gniomhaiochtai san Aer

- Uinéiri Talun

- Udarais Aitidla & Gniomhaireachtai
Bainistiochta/Seachadta

- Leasanna Aineasa/an Chomhshaoil/na
Turasodireachta

(féach an chairt ar an gcéad leathanach eile)



Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

140

120

100 [ Uinéiri Talun

80 Udarais Aitiula &
Gniomhaireachtaf

60 Bainistiochta/Seachadta

40 B Leasanna Aineasa/an
Chomhshaoil/na

38 Turasoireachta
20
0| 14

Lion na nAighneachtai a Fuarthas

Gniomhaiochtai ar Gniomhaiochtai ar Uisce Gniomhaiochtai san Aer
Talamh Slatiascaireacht Aerloingseoireacht
Fairtheoireacht Ean Curachoireach Togail Aerarthai
Uaimheadodireacht Scairdsciail Eitliocht

Cursail Cadhdail BalUnoireacht

Rothaiocht Ramhaiocht Foluain agus Faoileoireacht
Eachaiocht Seoltoireacht Faoileoireacht chrochta/

Sidl na gCnoc Tonnadéireacht parafaoilseoireacht
Fiach/Foghlaeireoireacht Snamh Micreashoilsiu

Bogshodar Paraisiutail

Réthaiocht Sléibhe

Sléibhteoireacht

Treododireacht

Cuadrothaiocht

Dreapaddireacht

Streachailteoireacht

Siuloid

Sa deireadh thiar cuireadh liosta nios sonraithe de na gniomhaiochtai a cludaiodh sna haighneachtai i dtoll

a chéile. Chludaigh eagraiocht tiomanta na gniomhaiochtai seo go direach né go ginearalta mar chuid
den bhreithniu foriomlan.
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Caibidil 4
AN STRAITEIS NAISIUNTA UM AINEAS TUAITHE ARNA
MOLADH AG COMHAIRLE NA TUAITHE

Ag féachaint do chuspdiri na Straitéise Naisitnta
um Aineas Tuaithe, don dearcadh éagsuil a bhi
ag na balleagraiochtai agus na daoine aonair
agus na heagraiochtai a ghlac pairt sa chéim
chombhairlichdin, léirionn an caibidil seo a leanas
comholadh na coitiantachta Chomhairle na Tuaithe
don Aire maidir leis an Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas
Tuaithe.

Sainmhinid ar Aineas Tuaithe

Baineann dineas tuaithe le gniomhaiochtai spoirt,
dineasa agus saoire atd bunaithe ar Usdid a bhaint
as acmhainni na tuaithe agus a chuidionn le saol
folldin gniomhach a chaitheamh. Ta talamh,
uisce agus aer Jairithe leis an téarma, tuath.
Baineann an téarma aineas sa chomhthéacs seo le
gniomhaiochtai spdirt agus adineasa a fheidhmitear
faoin tuath mar ata sainithe thuas. Ni bhaineann
sé le gniomhaiochtai spoirt a eagraitear faoin tuath
ar chdrsai na ar phairceanna imeartha teoranta ata
deartha agus tégtha go speisialta don sport sin,
m.sh. galf, peil, se6léimneach, srl.

Fis

Is é fis Chomhairle na Tuaithe maidir le hdineas
tuaithe nd tuath ina gcuirtear failte roimh gach
cuairteoir a bhaineann Usaid fhreagrach as an
acmhainn, ait ina dtaispeantar meas ar chearta
agus ar fhreagrachtai na n-uinéiri talin agus na
n-usdideoiri dineasa araon agus ait ina mbionn an
maoiniu agus na struchtuir riachtanacha i bhfeidhm
chun seirbhis dineasa a chur ar fail.

Cuspairi Straitéiseacha

Is iad seo a leanas cuspdiri straitéiseacha ata
aitheanta ag Combhairle na Tuaithe don Straitéis
Naisianta um Aineas Tuaithe.

1. Aineas inbhuanaithe agus freagrach a bheith
faoin tuath.

2. Usaid chdramach aineasa na tuaithe a chur
chun cinn.

3. Frdmaiocht ndisiunta a chuireann cearta agus
freagrachtai na n-dinéiri agus na n-usaideoiri
araon chun cinn a fhorbairt.

4. Struchtdr oiriinach a fhorbairt chun seirbhis

naisilinta aineasa tuaithe a chur ar fail ar
bhealach straitéiseach comhordaithe.

5. Pacdiste meicniochtai maoinithe a dhaingniu
chun cuspoiri na straitéise a bhaint amach.

Na Prionsabail atd mar bhonn agus mar thaca ag na
Cuspdiri Straitéiseacha

Is iad seo a leanas na prionsabail atd mar bhonn
agus mar thaca ag cuspoiri straitéiseacha na
Straitéise Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe:-

e Aitheantas a thabhairt don fhiuntas a
bhaineann le haineas tuaithe maidir le
caighdedn saoil a fheabhsu agus maidir le
tairbhi eacnamaiocha, séisialta agus sldinte a
chur ar fail.

Cosaint a thabhairt don oidhreacht nadurtha,
chulttrtha agus thégtha ata le fail faoin
tuath agus don chomhshaol nadurtha, agus
gnathoga fiadhulra san direamh.

Cearta dlithitla agus udar imni na n-tinéiri
taltn, ar feirmeoiri n6 gniomhaireachtai stait a
bhformhor a aithint go hiomlan.

Glacadh leis go bhfuil sé riachtanach go
mbeadh rochtain réastnach ag Usaideoiri
dineasa ar an tuath agus ar thailte arda.

Clair oideachais agus feasachta a chur ar fail
chun Usaid fhreagrach na tuaithe maidir le
gniomhaiochtai dineasa a chur chun cinn.

Feirmeoiri agus Uinéiri talun eile a spreagadh
chun fordil a dhéanamh d’aineas allamuigh
agus chun fiontair a bheadh bunaithe ar aineas
allamuigh a fhorbairt faoin tuath. Thabharfadh
sé sin an deis déibh tairbhe airgeadais a bhaint
as.

Infreastruchtdr ginearalta agus infreastruchtur
a bhaineann go sonrach leis na gniomhaiochtai
araon a fhorbairt agus a chothabhail chun
dineas tuaithe a sholathar.



* Solathar aineasa allamuigh a bheith ar
an gcaighdean céanna ionas go mbeidh
diteanna aineasa allamuigh agus saoraidi lena
mbaineann, pleandilte, deartha agus bainistithe
de réir scothchleachtais idirnaisiunta, lena n-
diritear iad siud a bhaineann leis na prionsabail
‘rochtain do chach’.

Gniomhartha chun an Straitéis a chur i bhfeidhm

Is liosta tascach ata sa liosta gniomhartha a dtugtar
cuntas air thios de na gniomhartha a mheasann
Combhairle na Tuaithe ar cheartiad a dhéanamh chun
na prionsabail sin a chur i bhfeidhm sna ctig bliana
seo romhainn. Meastar gurb i an Roinn Gnéthai

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe

Pobail, Tuaithe & Gaeltachta a bheidh freagrach go
foriomlan as maoirsit a dhéanamh ar fhorfheidhmiu
na ngniomhartha seo cé go mbeidh pairt ag raon
comhlachtai ann.  Bheifi ag suil go bhfaigheadh
na gniomhartha sin tacaiocht 6 raon foinsi, lena n-
airitear maoiniu a chuirtear ar fail trid an Straitéis
um Fhorbairt Tuaithe atad le leagan amach chun
Rialachan Forbartha Tuaithe an AE 2007-13 a chur
i bhfeidhm, an Scéim Shoisialta Tuaithe, CLAR, Clar
na Seirbhisi Pobail agus scéimeanna dbhartha Ranna
agus Gniomhaireachtai eile (mar shampla Scéim na
Coille Céngarai na Seirbhise Foraoiseachta). Moltar
go ndéanfai athbhreithnit ar na gniomhartha sin in
aghaidh na bliana.
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CUSPOIR 1

Aineas inbhuanaithe agus freagrach a bheith faoin tuath.

TASC

Infreastruchtur a
fhorbairt d’aineas
tuaithe

GNIOMHARTHA SAINIULA

Forfheidhmiu Straitéis Naisitinta na gCosan ata aontaithe
a chinntiu.

Bainistiochtagus cothabhail na gcarrchlés agus cinedlacha
eile infreastruchtuir atd lonnaithe sna haiteanna sin go
straitéiseach a spreagadh chun aineas tuaithe a éascu.

Bainistiocht agus cothabhdil an infreastruchtuir a
spreagadh ionas go mbeidh na daoine sin a ghlacann
pairt in dineas tuaithe abalta é a Usaid. Airitear é seo a
leanas ar an gcinedl infreastruchtdir a mheastar a bheadh
i gceist: —

- Conairi/cosain do shiuloéidi, fanadoireacht, falréid ar

chapaillini, rothaiocht, srl. —

- Bealai na habhann/na canéla

- Raonta agus limistéir shainithe do rothaiocht sléibhe

- Limistéir dreapaddireachta/uaimheaddireachta

- Aiseanna d'fhairtheoireacht éan

- Aiseanna ar an gcladach do spért uisce.

- Limistéir do sport uisce cosuil le slatiascaireacht,
cadhcail, seoltdireacht, tonnadodireacht,
clarsheoltéireacht.

- Bunait do sport aeir, cosuil le faoileoireacht chrochta
srl.

Sainlimistéir a fhorbairt do mhétarghniomhaiochtai
dineasa agus bearta a laidrit chun iallach a chur orthu
gan dul in diteanna neamhshainithe.

Cothabhadil, ciram agus athchairit infreastruchtuir ata i
bhfeidhm cheana a spreagadh ionas go mbeidh an pobal
abalta Usaid a bhaint astu gan aon bhac a bheith orthu.
Ba choir den ghniomh sin a chinntit nach ndéanfadh na
feabhsichain nd an chothabhail a dhéantai damaiste ar
bith d'oidhreacht nadurtha, chultirtha na thogtha na
gceantar lena mbaineann.

Uséid iarshaoraidi infreastruchttir a spreagadh - ar
bhealach a thabharfadh cosaint d’oidhreacht na
saoraide — mar shampla linte iarnréid nach bhfuil in
Usaid a thuilleadh, cosdin tarraingthe cois canala,
boithre portaigh, srl. a Usaid mar chosain do shiuléidi,

COMHPHAIRTITHE

Combhairle na Tuaithe,
An Roinn Gnéthai
Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta,

An Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt
agus Turaséireachta,
Grupai Aititla Gnimhs,
Udarais Aitidla,
Feirmeoiri,

Coillte,

An tSeirbhis
Foraoiseachta,

An tSeirbhis
Naisiunta Pairceanna
agus Fiadhdlra,

an Chombhairle
Oidhreachta,

Failte Ireland,

An Chombhairle Spairt,
Uiscebhealai Eireann
agus

Eagraiochtai Aineasa

8 Oibrionn Grupai AitiGla Gnimh, i gcomhthéasc na straitéise seo, ar chur chuige comhphairtiochta 6n mbun anios chun forbairt
na limistéar tuaithe a choth tri straitéisi nualacha forbartha bunaithe go haititil a chur i bhfeidhm agus is gniomhairi aititla
neamhreachtuila agus reachtula araon a bhionn iontu.



TASC

Eolas a bhailiu ar
shaoraidi agus
ar sheirbhisi ata

i bhfeidhm do
ghniomhaiochtai
dineasa seachas
sitléidi.

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

GNIOMHARTHA SAINIULA

gniomhaiochtai eachaiochta, rothaiocht srl.

Usaid na bhforaoisi i gcomhair aineas tuaithe a spreagadh
agus na huinéiri talin a tharraingt isteach san fhorbairt
sin.

Fordil iompair d'Usdideoiri dineasa na tuaithe chuig
saoraidi/limistéir dineasa a spreagadh mar shampla
seirbhisi bus bunaithe sa phobal chuig limistéir ina
mbionn gniomhaiochtai aineasa tuaithe, gnathdga
nadurtha, suimh sheandalaiochta srl.

Oiridnu na saoraidi a liostaladh sna gniomhartha thuas a
spreagadh ionas go bhféadfadh daoine faoi mhichumas,
daoine breacaosta agus leanai 6ga Usaid a bhaint astu.

Céiriocht a chur ar fail a bheadh bunaithe ar mhargai
an dineasa tuaithe mar thurasoireacht chosan,
éiceathurasoireacht srl. agus i a spreagadh.

Turaséireacht nideoige a spreagadh mar shampla na
healaiona agus an cheardaiocht, bia speisialtachta a
chur ar fail, éiceathuraséireacht, ginealas, seandalaiocht,
stair, srl. chun a chinntit go mbeadh réimse iomlan de
ghniomhaiochtai eile ar fail d'Usdideoiri dineasa na tuaithe
agus iad ag tabhairt cuairte ar cheantair thuaithe.

Uséid an idirlin a spreagadh chun seirbhisi d’Uséideoiri
dineasa na tuaithe a chur in dirithe, Usaideoiri ar mian leo
saoraidi aineasa agus fo-aiseanna a chur in airithe.

Eolas a chur ar fdil faoi dheiseanna aineasa tuaithe agus
conas pairt a ghlacadh iontu.

Bunu céras eolais a spreagadh chun Usaideoiri a chur
ar an eolas faoi shuiomh na saordidi aineasa tuaithe ag
baint Usaid as an idirlion agus as pointi aititla eolais.

Pacaiste oiliina agus eolais a chur ar fail do bhaill foirne
na n-oifigi turasoéireachta a chasann ar chuairteoiri
a thugann cuairt ar cheantair thuaithe agus é sin a
spreagadh.

Comhordu na n-initchtai ar na bealai sitléide, agus
comhordl taighde eile a rinneadh agus ata ar fail, a
chinntiu.

COMHPHAIRTITHE

Combhairle na Tuaithe,
An Roinn Ealaion, Spéirt
agus Turasoireachta,
An Chombhairle Spéirt,
Udaréis Aitidla,
Udarais Réigitinacha
Turasoireachta,

Failte Ireland,

Coillte,

An tSeirbhis Naisitinta
Pairceanna agus
Fiadhdlra,

Combhairle Crann na
hEireann
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CUSPOIR 2

7

Usaid chdramac

TASC

Clair oideachais

a dhearadh, do
scoileanna agus
d’eagraiochtai
eile, chun na
nithe seo a leanas
a chur chun cinn:-
¢ oilitint,
feasacht

e taitheamh

a bhaint as

an tuath ach
meas a bheith
uirthi ag an am
céanna, agus
an tionchar

a bhionn ag
aineas ar an
gcomhshaol a
thuiscint.

h dineasa na tuaithe a chur chun cinn.

GNIOMHARTHA SAINIULA

Na Fag do Lorg a chur i bhfeidhm.

Cur chun cinn gniomhaiochtai cosuil le lionrud, oilitint,
seiminedir agus comhdhalacha a spreagadh ionas
go spreagfai tuiscint agus go gcabhréfai chun an
chothromaiocht idir an t-iliomad spéiseanna éagsula
aineasa a bhaint amach.

Qilidint a chur ar fail i mbainistiocht an chaomhshaoil
déibh sitd a bhionn pairteach i seirbhisi dineasa tuaithe a
chur ar fail agus an solathar oiliina sin a spreagadh.

Spreagadh go mbeadh teagascéiri, na ceannairi agus na
muinteoiri a bhionn pairteach i ngniomhaiochtai dineasa
tuaithe cailithe de réir na gcaighdedn naisiinta den
ghniomhaiocht abhartha.

Leantint agus athbhreithnid ar mhodul an &ineasa
allamuigh agus tuaithe a spreagadh sa churaclam
Corpoideachais do bhunscoileanna.

Leanuint de ghniomhaiochtai aineasa tuaithe cosuil
le siuléidi a chuirfeadh le folldine an duine agus iad a
spreagadh.

COMHPHAIRTITHE

Combhairle na Tuaithe Na
Fag do Lorg na hEireann
An Roinn Oideachais
agus Eolaiochta,
Feidhmeannacht na
Seirbhis Slainte,

Na Fag do Lorg na
hEireann,

Cairde Eanlaith Eireann,
Combhairle
Chaombhnaithe
Phortaigh na hEireann,
An Chombhairle

Spoirt, An tUdarés

um Chaighdedin do
Ghniomhaiochtai
Eachtraiochta,
Combhairle Crann na
hEireann,

An tAonad um Chothu
Slainte,

CROI,



CUSPOIR 3

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

Framaiocht naisiunta a chuireann cearta agus freagrachtai na n-uinéiri agus na n-

usaideoiri araon chun cinn a fhorbairt.

Léiritear in Aguisin 4 — Paraiméadair Sheasamh
Chomhairle na Tuaithe ar Rochtain na Tuaithe
comhdhearcadh na coitiantachta a dtdinig
Combhairle na Tuaithe air. Bhuail Grupa Oibre
Rochtana Chombhairle na Tuaithe le chéile roinnt
uaireanta chun plé a dhéanamh agus chun aontu a
fhail ar na nithe ar cheart a thabhairt san aireamh
sa Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe maidir lena
dhearcadh ar rochtain na tuaithe.

Tar éis machnamh a dhéanamh ar na pointi uile a
nochtadh, chinn an Grapa Oibre Rochtana nach
bhfuil aon réiteach iomlan amhain le fail ar an
tsaincheist rochtana, a eascraionn as an dineas
tuaithe. Ta leibhéil éagsula brinna ag teacht i gcion
agus ta leibhéil éagsula rochtana ag teastdil ag
brath ar an ngniomhaiocht aineasa a bhfuiltear ag
tabhairt faithi né an ceantar ina bhfuil an rochtain
a lorg ann. Ni mér raon réiteach, a bheidh curtha i
dtoll a chéile go sonrach do chuinsi sainiula, a fhail
ar na saincheisteanna. Tég na siuléidi mar shampla,
beidh na réitigh ag brath ar cé acu an mbaineann
né nach mbaineann na saincheisteanna le rochtain
ar chosain ghnéthacha turaséiri, ar shlite naisitnta
slimharcdilte n6 ar fhobhealai n6 ar cheantair thailte
arda.

Mhol an grdpa chomh fada is a bhain sé le
hinfreastruchtdr bainistithe .i. slithe slimharcailte
agus siuléidi faoi bhainistiocht ghrapai aititla
gnimh, gur cheart deis a thabhairt d'tinéiri taltn
tairbhe airgeadais a bhaint as iad a bheith pairteach
i solathar an dineasa tuaithe.

Phléigh an Grupa Oibre Rochtana saincheist arachais
na n-uinéiri talin maidir le dliteanas Aaititheoiri
a chludach. Chuaigh an Grupa i gcomhairle le
Coénaidhm Arachais na hEireann a luadh go dtéann
cuid bheag dentaille drachais, faoin bpacaiste polasai
feirme, i dtreo na forala maidir le riosca dliteanais na
n-aititheoiri. Mheas an grupa gur cheart na huinéiri
talin a bheith slan 6 éilimh Usdideoiri dineasa a
dtalin. Solathraionn scéim slanaiochta na n-uinéiri
talin a fheidhmionn an Irish Public Bodies Mutual

Insurance Ltd (IPBMI) slanaiocht do lion mér de na
bealai naisiunta slimharcailte in aghaidh éilimh ¢
Usdideoiri dineasa na talun cheana. Mhol an Grupa
Oibre nar mhor scrudd a dhéanamh ar leathnu
slanaiochta da leithéid chun talamh faoi Ginéireacht
phriobhaideach eile a thabhairt san direamh maidir
le héilimh 6 Usaideoiri dineasa a dtalun.

Mhol an grupa gur cheart iarratas ar mhaoinid do
na réitigh phiolétacha ar shaincheist na rochtana
tuaithe a thabhairt san direambh sa straitéis um dineas
tuaithe ar féidir é a churi bhfeidhm sa ghearrthéarma
agus go mbeadh sé mar aidhm réiteach cui naisitnta
a chur i bhfeidhm sa mheantéarma.

Aithnionn Combhairle na Tuaithe go leanfaidh
eagraiochtai feirmeoireachta orthu ag iarraidh
cliteamh direach de bharr rochtain a bheith ag
Usdideoiri dineasa na tuaithe ar an talamh.

Mhol Comhairle na Tuaithe go n-iarrfai ar an
Ard-Aighne scradtd a dhéanamh ag athlua agus/
né athléirid an seasamh dli choitinn reatha sa
reachtaiocht maidir le cosaint chearta maoine na n-
uinéiri tallin nuair a chéadaitear rochtain aineasa ar
a dtalamh.

Molann Comhairle na Tuaithe chomh maith
go n-iarrfai ar an gCoimisiun um Athchdéiriu Dli a
thuilleadh moltai a dhéanamh ar na saincheisteanna
nios leithne a bhaineann le rochtain na tuaithe
i gcomhair Usdideoiri dineasa agus go ndireodh
siad ar an seasamh bunreachtuil agus dlithiuil a
bhaineann le hEirinn.

Measann Comhairle na Tuaithe nach gcuirfi aon
ualach costais na dlisteanais, de réir an Occupiers’
Liability Act 1995, ar fheirmeoiri/Ginéiri talin a
bheadh mar thoradh ar Usaideoiri dineasa a ligean
ar a dtalamh agus gur chéir don Rialtas céimeanna
cui a ghlacadh, ar bhonn prdinne, chun é sin a
chinntit. Creideann Comhairle na Tuaithe go bhfuil
réiteach na saincheiste seo fiorthabhachtach chun
aineas tuaithe a fhorbairt.
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CUSPOIR 3

Framaiocht naisiunta a chuireann cearta agus freagrachtai na n-dinéiri agus
na n-usaideoiri araon chun cinn a fhorbairt.

TASC

TUs aite a
thabhairt
d'fhorbairt

agus do chur
chun cinn na
gcomhaontuithe
ar an rochtain.

(féach na moltai
thuas maidir le
reachtaiocht agus
slanaiocht)

GNIOMHARTHA SAINIULA

Spreagadh a thabhairt d'fhorbairt na gcomhaontuithe
rochtana a bheadh mar bhonn ag rochtain cheadaitheach
ar an tuath i gcomhair dineasa, bunaithe ar pharaiméadair
chomhaontaithe rochtana Chomhairle na Tuaithe agus ar
na moltai thuas.

Duli mbun comhairlidichdin le hainéiri talin agus le grupai
dineasa, tri na grupaf aitidla gnimh chun comhaontuithe
a fhorbairt.

Tacaiocht a thabhairt do scéimeanna piolétacha ionas
go mbeidis abalta socruithe rochtana a thriail amach ar
chasanna éagsula agus na torthai a bheadh orthu a Usaid
sa pholasai naisiinta agus aititil ach ag an am céanna
ag cinntil go ndéanfai measdnd ar na scéimeanna
piolétacha maidir leis an tionchar séisialta, comhshaoil
agus eacnamaioch agus an cumas a bheadh acu réiteach
a fhail ar fhadhbanna agus ar shaincheisteanna aitiula.

Machnamh a dhéanamh faoin arachas slanaiochta ar shlite
slimharcdilte aitheanta in aghaidh an riosca d’éilimh ¢
Usaideoiri dineasa na tallin a leathni amach chun talamh
faoi uvinéireacht phriobhdideach a gceadaionn a Ginéiri
rochtain air a thabhairt san aireamh leis.

Go leanfadh Comhairle na Tuaithe ar aghaidh ag déanamh
scradd ar na cuinsi dli a bhaineann le forfheidhmild na
Straitéise Naisilinta um Aineas Tuaithe.

Tacaiocht a fhail 6 Ginéiri talin/bainisteoiri.

Tacaiocht a thabhairt do ghrupai aititla gnimh chun sli a
chur ar fail d'Ginéiri talin a bhionn pairteach i scéimeanna
bainistithe aon deacracht n6 aon damaiste a tharlédh

de bharr Usdid dineasa ar a dtalamh a thuairiscit agus
réiteach a fhail orthu.

COMHPHAIRTITHE

Combhairle na
Tuaithe, Eagraiochtai

Feirmeoireachta, Coillte,

An tSeirbhis
Foraoiseachta,

An tSeirbhis
Naisiunta Pairceanna
agus Fiadhdlra,
Gniomhaireachtai
eile Stait ag a bhfuil
gabhaltas talun,
Eagraiochtai na n-
Usaideoiri adineasa,
Grupai Aitidla Gnimh,
Udarais Aitiula,

Roinn Gnéthai Pobail,
Tuaithe & Gaeltachta,
Failte Ireland

Combhairle na Tuaithe,
Grupai Aititla Gnimh



Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisianta um Aineas Tuaithe

CUSPOIR 4

Struchtur oiriinach a fhorbairt chun seirbhis naisiinta aineasa tuaithe a chur ar
fail ar bhealach straitéiseach comhordaithe.

Bheadh go leor de na daoine a chuir isteach freagrai ar an nglao ar aighneachtai agus go leor de bhallraiocht
Chombhairle na Tuaithe i bhfabhar comhlacht ar leithligh a bhund chun maoirsid a dhéanamh ar aineas
tuaithe. Ag an am céanna, ni mor an réaltacht maidir le hearcaiocht 6n tseirbhis phoibli a aithint agus sa
chomhthéacs seo ta sé rithabhachtach go gcuirfi acmhainni i bhfeidhm ar an bpointe chun an cuspair seo
den straitéis a chur i bhfeidhm fid da dtégfadh sé tamall an comhlacht ar leithligh a bhund.

Moltar na tascanna agus na gniomhartha seo a leanas chun an cuspoéir seo a bhaint amach.

TASC

Struchtur
naisiunta
ionadaioch a
fhorbairt.

Struchtuir aitidla
ionadaiocha a
fhorbairt.

Foraoiseachta,
comhlachtai
abhartha rialaithe
ar aineas tuaithe.

GNIOMHARTHA SAINIULA

Aontu a fhail ar struchtur naisidnta a bheadh ionadaioch
orthu siud go léir a bhfuil rél acu in aineas tuaithe
agus é a chur i bhfeidhm, chun spreagadh a thabhairt
agus chun maoirsit a dhéanamh ar fhorfheidhmiu na
Straitéise Naisitinta um Aineas Tuaithe agus chun eolas
a chur ar fail don fhorbairt pholasai naisiunta i réimsi
abhartha.

A chinntill go gcuirfi foireann chui riarachain agus
theicnitil agus acmhainni ar fail chun comhordd na
Straitéise Naisilnta um Aineas Tuaithe a chinntid.

A chinntit go mbionn ionadaithe 6 na huinéiri taltn,
Udarais aitiula, agus ionadaithe ar dhaoine ar spéis
leo an aineas san aireamh, inter alia, ar ghrapai aitiula
gnimh.

A chinntit go mbionn teacht ag grupai aitidla gnimh
ar thacaiocht phraiticitdil agus tionscnaimh aititla a
bpleanail agus & bhforbairt i réimse an aineasa tuaithe.

A chinntit go mbeidh foireann chui agus acmhainni cui
ar fail do na grupai aitiula gnimh agus do na hudarais
aititla chun aineas tuaithe a fhorbairt.

Forfheidhmit agus monatoéireacht a dhéanamh ar an
Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe.

Aontd a fhail ar agus monatdireacht a dhéanamh
ar thascairi sonracha chun rathtlacht na straitéise a
thomhas.

Freagracht a chur maidir le forfheidhmiu agus tuairiscit
a dhéanamh ar an straitéis ar bhonn naisiunta agus go
haititil araon ag an leibhéal cui. Ni mér doibh siud a
bheidh ag tuairiscit a bheith freagrach don struchtur
ndisitinta ionadaioch.

COMHPHAIRTITHE

An Roinn Gnoéthai Pobail, Tuaithe
& Gaeltachta,

Comhairle na Tuaithe, An tSeirbhis

Grupai Aitidla Gnimh, Udarais
Aititla, Comhphairtiochtai Aitidla
Spoirt,

Coillte, Gniomhaireachtai

Stait a mbionn baint acu le
gniomhaiochtai tuaithe cosuil leis
an tSeirbhis Naisitinta Pairceanna
agus Fiadhulra,

An Roinn Comhshaoil, )
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aitiuil,

An Roinn Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe
& Gaeltachta,

An tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta de
chuid na Roinne Talmhaiochta
agus Bia, comhlachtai réigitinacha
Failte Ireland.

Combhairle na Tuaithe, An Roinn
Gnothai Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta
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CUSPOIR 5

Pacaiste meicniochtai maoinithe a dhaingnid chun cuspoiri na straitéise a bhaint

amach.
TASC

An méid is moé

a bhaint as
poitéinseal chlar
forbartha na
tuaithe chun tacu
le forfheidhmid na
Straitéise Naisilnta
um Aineas Tuaithe.

Pairtiocht na
ranna agus na
ngniomhaireachtai
Rialtais eile a fhail
chun tacu leis an
Straitéis Naisiunta
um Aineas Tuaithe.

GNIOMHARTHA SAINIULA

Sraith beart praiticitil a fhorbairt a bheadh oiritinach
d'aidhmeanna foriomlana an chldir agus a d'fhéadfai a
chur ar fail tri na struchtuir reatha agus mholta.

larraidh ar ranna agus ar ghniomhaireachtai abhartha
léargas a thabhairt ar an gcuidit a thabharfadh siad chun
an Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe a chur i bhfeidhm
agus a mhaoinit i gcomhthéacs a bhfreagraiochtai reatha
agus a bpleananna straitéiseacha.

Cioradh a dhéanamh ar phoitéinseal na n-udaras aitiuil a
bheith nios rannphairti in dineas tuaithe.

COMHPHAIRTITHE

Combhairle na Tuaithe,
An Roinn Gnéthai
Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta

Combhairle na Tuaithe,
An Roinn Gnéthai
Pobail, Tuaithe &
Gaeltachta,

Ranna agus
Gniomhaireachtai
abhartha, Udarais Aitiula



Aguisin 1
Baill Chomhairle na Tuaithe

Coillte

Comhar LEADER na hEireann

Turaséireacht Chorcai Ciarrai

An Roinn Gnothai, Pobail, Tuaithe & Gaeltachta

Failte Ireland

An tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta, An Roinn Talmhaiochta agus Bia
An Chombhairle Oidhreachta

Cumann Solathraithe Bainne Uachtarlainne

Cumann Feirmeoiri Caorach agus Beithioch na hEireann
Bantracht na Tuaithe

Feirmeoiri Aontaithe na hEireann

Combhairle Spoirt na hEireann

Fordm Cnoc na hEireann

Slite na hEireann/Sidléid-Rothaiocht Eireann

Keep Ireland Open

Comhairle Sléibhteoireachta na hEireann

Pairceanna Naisiunta agus Fiadhulra

Sli na gCos

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe
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Aguisin 2

Tearmai Tagartha Chombhairle na Tuaithe

e A chinntit go rachfar i mbun comhairlidchain leo sitd uile ar spéis leo agus ar udar imni déibh
forbairt inbhuanaithe agus bainistiocht cheart diseanna dineasa na tuaithe maidir lena mbainistiocht
sa todhchai

* An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe a fhorbairt agus a thabhairt cothrom le data de réir mar is
cui

* A chinntit go n-usaidtear gach modh de réir mar is cui chun aighneas, a eascraionn as
saincheisteanna rochtana agus as a bheith freagrach maidir leis an sé a bhaintear as an tuath, a
réiteach

* Daoine a chur ar an eolas maidir leis na tairbhi a bhaineann le husaid dineasa na tuaithe agus maidir
leis na freagrachtai a ghabhann |éi agus taighde a dhéanamh agus oilidint a chur ar dhaoine maidir le
saincheisteanna dbhartha.

¢ Initchadh a dhéanamh ar na tairbhi a bhaineann leis an Usaid mhéadaithe féilliochta agus ar a
bainistiocht agus grinnstaidéar a dhéanamh ar an Usaid mhéadaithe sin.
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Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe

Aguisin 3

GRUPA OIBRE STRAITEISE®

Mr Maurice Harvey, Cumann Solathraithe Bainne Uachtarlainne
Mr Brian Kehoe, Comhar LEADER na hEireann

Ms Beatrice Kelly, An Chomhairle Oidhreachta

Mr Cormac Mac Donnell, Comhairle Spéirt na hEireann

Mr Bill Murphy, Coillte

GRUPA OIBRE ROCHTANA

Mr Michael Comiskey/Mr Neilie O Leary, Feirmeoiri Aontaithe na hEireann
Mr Roger Garland, Keep Ireland Open

Mr Brian Kehoe, Comhar LEADER na hEireann

Mr Joss Lynam, Combhairle Sléibhteoireachta na hEireann

Mr Paddy O Mahony, Failte Ireland

Mr Malcolm Thompson, Cumann Feirmeoiri Caorach agus Beithioch na hEireann

GRUPA OIBRE AN COD TUAITHE

Mr Kevin Collins, An tSeirbhis Foraoiseachta, An Roinn Talmhaiochta agus Bia
Mr Michael Manning, Turasdéireacht Chorcai Chiarrai

Mr Jim McDonald, Slite na hEireann/Sitléid-Rothaiocht Eireann

Dr Mary Tubridy, Fordm Cnoc na hEireann

Is é an Roinn Gnéthai, Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta a fheidhmionn mar chathaoirleach ar na grupai
oibre seo.

9 Tugadh cuireadh do na baill ar fad 6 Chombhairle na Tuaithe freastal ar chruinniuithe Gripa Oibre Stréitéis agus glac formhér acu an
deis seo ag pointe éigin thar tréimhse na hoibre.
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Aguisin 4
Rochtain ar an Tuath

Caithfidh rochtain ar an tuath a bheith bunaithe ar mheas ar an da thaobh agus:

* Glacadh le cearta na bhfeirmeoiri agus na n-Ginéiri talin maidir le rochtain ar a gcuid talin

¢ Glacadh le riachtanas na ndaoine a bhaineann Usaid as an tuath mar chaitheamh aimsire rochtain
réastunach a bheith acu ar an tuath agus ar chnoc

¢ Glacadh le mianta na ndaoine a bhaineann Usaid as an tuath mar chaitheamh aimsire bristocaireacht
a dhéanambh le haghaidh athruithe reachtula

* Glacadh gur abhair imni do fheirmeoiri agus d'Ginéiri talun iad drachas agus dliteanas.

* Cur in aghaidh aon chineél iompair fhoréignigh agus bagrach i ndail le heasaontais faoi rochtain agus
ba choir do na pairtithe ar fad a mbionn baint acu le heasaontas a thagann chun cinn iarracht thapa
dhearfach a dhéanamh é a réiteach

¢ Aitheantas a thabhairt don luach a bhronnann na caitheamh aimsire seo ar eachamaiocht na tuaithe

* Glacadh go gcaithfidh daoine a bhaineann Usaid as an tuath mar chaitheamh aimsire a bheith
freagrach as a sabhailteacht féin.



Aguisin 5

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisianta um Aineas Tuaithe

Cod Tuaithe Bunaithe ar - na fag do lorg - Prionsabail Eitice agus tt amuigh faoin aer

Chun gach duine a bhaineann Usaid as an tuath a
spreagadh le taitneamh a bhaint as an acmhainn
luachmhar seo agus meas a bheith againn uirthi.

1. PLEANAIL AGUS ULLMHAIGH

Seicedil sula n-imionn ta, nuair is féidir, an
bhfuil cead agat dul san it ar mian leat cuairt
a thabhairt uirthi agus an féidir leat dul i mbun
na gniomhaiochta ata uait m.sh. an bhfuil failte
roimh do mhadra freisin? An féidir pairceail san
ait?

Tabhair aird ar chomharthai, rialachdin, ar
pholasaithe agus ar aon abhar imni faoi leith
faoin ait ar mian leat cuairt a thabhairt uirthi.
Bionn ceadunas ag teastail uaireanta do
ghniomhaiochtai ar thalamh poibli.

Bain Usaid as cdras iompair phoibli agus roinn
carranna nuair is féidir.

Déan cinnte go bhfuil na scileanna agus
an trealamh a theastaionn le haghaidh do
ghniomhaiochta agat.

Seiceail tuar na haimsire. Bi ullmhaithe ar
fhaitios na bhfaitios go mbeadh aon fhadhb
agat agus an dtiocfadh drochaimsir.

Biodh lion beag daoine i ngrupai ar chuinsi
timpeallachta, sabhailteachta agus saisialta.

2. BIODH MEAS AGAT AR DHAOINE
EILE

Paircedil i gceart — na bi sa bhealach i mboithre
clnga, ar gheatai, n6 bealai isteach chuig
coillte. Cuimhnigh go mb’fhéidir go mbeadh
sli isteach né amach ag teastail i gcénai le
haghaidh innealra feirme, lucht cénaithe aitiuil
agus na seirbhisi éigeandala

Biodh meas agat ar dinéiri na taltn, bainisteoiri
na talun agus a gcuid maoine

- na déan damaiste do bhallai agus sconsai, na
bi ag cur isteach ar ainmhithe feirme.

Biodh meas agat ar chuairteoiri eile agus
tabhair aird ar chaighdean a gcuairteanna.

Na bi ag gleo agus ag déanamh an iomarca
torainn. Na biodh ach glér an naduir le

cloisteail.

Tabhair tacaiocht do phobail aitidla m.sh. déan
do dhicheall airgead a chaitheamh sna ceantair
a dtugann tu cuairt orthu.

3. BIODH MEAS AGAT AR AINMHITHE
FEIRME AGUS AR AN BHFIADHULRA

Ba choéir madrai a choinneail faoi smacht ghéar
agus nior choir go dtabharfai ar chnoic né ar
thalamh feirme iad gan cead uinéiri na taldn.

Na bi i ngar d'ainmhithe agus éin fhidine agus
tu ag breathnu orthu. Na bi ag cur isteach
orthu ag amanna coracha: an séasur cuplala,
neadaithe agus nuair a bhionn ainmhithe/éin
6ga ann (idir an tEarrach agus go luath sa
Samhradh den chuid is mo).

N4 tabhair bia d’ainmhithe fidine né
d’ainmhithe feirme. Ma thugann tu bia
d’ainmhithe beidh ti ag déanamh damaiste da
slainte agus athréidh a niompar nadurtha.

4. FAN AR THALAMH CRUA

Airitear cosain seanbhunaithe agus laithredin
champadla, carraigeacha, gairbhéal, féar tirim né
sneachta ar thalamh crua.

Fanilar na gcosan i gcénai chun nios mé creimeadh
a sheachaint.

MA BHIONN TU AG CAMPAIL:

* Biodh an campa 30m ar a laghad 6 lochanna
agus aibhneacha chun cailiocht an uisce a
chosaint.

* Biodh sé mar aidhm agat do laithrean
campala a fhagail mar a bhi sé nuair a thainig
tU air né nios fearr.

| gCEANTAIR A BHFUIL TOIR ORTHU:

¢ Dirigh d’intinn ar Usaid a bhaint as cosain
agus as laithredin champala ata ann cheana
féin.

e Sidil i line singil i 1ar an chosain fit ma bhionn
an cosan fliuch né labanach.

* Biodh na laithredin champala beag agus ar an
gculraid.
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| gCEANTAIR NiOS CIUINE:

Le haghaidh tuilleadh eolais ar shlaintiocht
amuigh faoin aer léigh an bhileog eolais
“Where to go in the outdoors” (www.
countysiderecreation.com).

7. IOSLAGHDAIGH EIFEACHTAI TINE

Na déan tine faoin tuath mas féidir.

* Scaip thart faoin gceantar chun leagan sios
cosain agus laithredin champala nua a chosc.

* Seachain aiteanna a bhfuil tionchair ag teacht
chun cinn.

5. FAG MAR A BHIONN ROMHAT

Biodh meas agat ar mhaoin, mar shampla
innealra feirme né foraoiseachta, sconsai,
ballai cloiche srl. FAg geatai mar a bhionn siad
romhat (oscailte n6é dunta).

Is féidir le tinte éifeachtai buana a bheith leo agus
is féidir leo coillte, talamh feirme agus gnathoga an
naduir a mhilleadh.

Bain Usaid as sorn éadrom le haghaidh cécaireachta
agus tu ag campail.

32

Caomhnaigh an stair: scradaigh ach na déan
aon damaiste do struchtuir sheandalaiochta,
sean bhallai agus déantain oidhreachta

e.g. toibreacha beannaithe, oibreacha
mianadoireachta, leachtanna.

Caomhnaigh gach a bhfuil ann faoi lathair: fag
carraigeacha, blathanna, plandai, ainmhithe
agus gnathoga eile an naduir mar a fhaigheann
tu iad. Is gnathog luachmhar don dulra iad
crainn a bhionn tite — fag iad agus na bain
usaid astu mar bhrosna.

Na tabhair isteach plandai agus ainmhithe nach
as an ait iad e.qg. ditilicini séabra in aibhneacha
agus i lochanna.

Na tég cairn, struchtuir n6 scathlain chloiche.

. DEAN DRAMHAIL A DHIUSCAIRT |

gCEART

“M4 Thugann tu Isteach é, Croch leat Aris é”
— tabhair leat abhaile bruscar agus fuiollach
bia (lena n-airitear malai tae, craiceann torthai
agus bia eile inbhithdhighradaithe).

Chun drambhail sholadach daonna a dhiuscairt
- tochail poll sa talamh thart ar 10-12 cm

ar doimhne agus 30m ar a laghad 6 uisce,
[dithreain champala agus 6 chosain. Cludaigh
agus cur faoi cheilt an poll nuair a bhionn tu
criochnaithe.

Tabhair tairgi sladinteachais agus paipear leithris
abhaile leat.

lompar uisce chun tu féin né do chuid soithi
a ni 30m 6 shruthain bheaga agus lochanna
agus Usaid méid bheag de ghallunach
inbhithdhighradaithe mas ga. Tabhair aon
abhar soladach leat abhaile agus scaip sobal
siothlaithe.

| gCASANNA A gCEADAITEAR TINTE:

¢ Bain Usaid as fainni tine seanbhunaithe,
barbaicit n6é déan tine mhulléige.

* Coinnigh beag na tinte. Usaid maidi ar féidir
iad a bhriseadh le lAmh amhain. N4 bain ni ar
bith a bhionn ag fas le h-Usaid mar bhrosna.

* Na bi ag dé plaisteach né substainti eile a
dhéanann deatach nimhiuil.

* Fag na tinte ag dé go dti nach bhfuil fanta
ach luaithre, much iad go hiomlan agus ansin
scaip an luaithre fuaraithe.

* Bionn fasra tirim agus caillte éasca a lasadh
— na déan tinte agus cursai amhlaidh.

Is féidir le gaoth tine a leathadh amach
— bi an-chdramach agus cursai amhlaidh.



Aguisin 6

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

Aighneachtai a fuarthas maidir leis an Straitéis um Aineas Tuaithe

1. Adam D’Arcy

2. AgriAware

3. Alastair and Gr-inne Cunningham
4. An Oige

5. An Taisce

6. Angling Council of Ireland

7. Atlantic Challenge Ireland

8. Atlantic Challenge South East

Xe)

. Aughadown ICA
. Bailiebourough Development Association

_
- O

. Ballyhoura Development Company

—_
N

. Barry Murphy

. Beara Way Walking Route

. BirdWatch Ireland

. Blackwater Resource Development

—_
o Ul W

. Border Regional Authority

—_
~N

. Brendan and Niamh Kelly

. Cappanalea OEC

. Carrignabhfear Community Council
. Catherine McMullin

. Cavan County Council

N NN = =
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. Cheekpoint Fishing Heritage Project
. Clare Thornley

. COFORD

. Coillte

. Comeragh Mountaineering Club

N N N NN
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. Comhar Dun Chaochain Teo

. Comhar LEADER na hEireann

. Comharchumann Dhuiche Sheoigheach Teo
. Cork County Council Planning Policy Unit

. Cork County Development Board
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N = O ©

. Country Side Tours

w
w

. Countryside Alliance Ireland
. County Leitrim Partnership

. County Wexford Partnership
. Darina Tully

w w w w
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. David and Mairin Herman

w
0]

. David Perry

w
X

. Denis Treacy

iN
o

. Department of Communications Marine &
Natural Resources

IS
—_

. “Department of Environment, Heritage and
Local Government”

42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

52.

53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.

Donegal County Council

Dr Con Bushe

Dublin City Development Board

Dublin Tourism

Duhallow Angling and Leisure Group
East West Mapping

Eoin O Tuairisg

EPIC MTB & Mountain Bike Club

ESB

Farmers Against Foxhunting & Trespass
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture and
Food

Forestry Assessment Companies

Gael Saoire, Udaras na Gaeltachta
Galway County Council

Galway Mayo Institute of Technology
Great Southern Trail

Greater Enniskerry Residents’ Association
Grupa as Gaeltacht Mhaigh E6

Grupa as Gaeltacht na Gaillimhe
Health Services Executive

Heritage Council

Hugh Lee

ICMSA

ICSA

IFA

IRD Duhallow

Irish Council Against Bloodsports

Irish Cycling Safaris

Irish Deer Society

Irish Farm Forestry Section IFA

Irish Farmhouse Holidays

Irish Hang Gliding and Para Gliding Association
Irish Heart Foundation

Irish Masters of Foxhounds Association
Irish Orienteering Association

Irish Peatland Conservation Council
Irish Ramblers Club

Irish Rural Link

Irish Sailing Association

Irish Sports Council

Irish Surfing Association

Irish Timber Growers Association 33
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84. Irish Uplands Forum

85. Jack Bergin

86. Jamie Young Killary Lodge
87. Jim O’Brien

88. Joe Hogan

89. Joe Power

90. John Nash

91. John S Holmes

92. John Walsh

93. Keep Ireland Open

94. Ken Boyle

95. Kerry Association of An Taisce
96. Kerry Local Sports Partnership

97. Kerry Way Committee
98. Kildare Sports Partnership
99. Kilfinane Outdoor Education Centre

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111.

112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.

Landscape Alliance Ireland

Leave No Trace Ireland

Lough Owel Trout Preservation Association
Maire Ui Ghiobuin

Marine Institute

Marion Rueter

Martin Scoular

Martin Smyth

Mary Rose Bogan

Matthew Tubridy

Maureen Madigan

Mayo County Development Board Walking
Subcommittee

Meath Community Partnership

Meitheal Mara

Michael Gunn

Michael McCormick

Micheal O Conchuir

Micheal S O Cléirigh

Mieke Muyllaert

Mike Belford

Motorcycling Ireland

Motorsport Ireland

Mountain Bike Commission of Cycling Ireland
Mountain Biking Ireland

Mountain Meitheal

Mountain Views

Mountaineering Council of Ireland
National Aeroclub of Ireland

128.

129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.

170.

171.

National Association of Regional Games
Councils

National Coarse Fishing Federation of Ireland
Niall McManus

North Kerry Walks Co. Ltd

North Sligo North Leitrim Uplands Group
North Tipperary County Council
Nuala and Aidan Shelly

Offaly County Council

Oideas Gael

P McGorrin

Patrick Fortune

Patrick Fox

Patrick Patterson

Patrick Sinnott

Paul Money

Pauline Beglin

Peaks Mountaineering Club

Peter & Aileen Kavanagh

Peter Jordan

Pukane Development Association
Richard O’Sullivan

Richard Power

Robert M Foley

Robert P Garrett

Rory O’Grady

Roscommon County Development Board
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland
Scouting Ireland

Sé O’Hanlon

Sean Browne

Sean O Cuinn

Sean O Farrell

Sheepshead Way

Simon Warren

Sligo County Council

Sligo Mountaineering Club
Society of Irish Foresters

Sophie Price

Sorrento Cycling Club

South Dublin County Council
South East Regional Authority
South East Tourism

South Kerry and West Cork Hill Walking
Partnership

South Tipperary County Development Board



Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe

172. Speleological Union of Ireland

173. Teagasc

174. Terence P Cunningham

175. The Kerry Way Committee

176. Thomas Roche

177. Tir na Mona Community Council

178. Tom Swindles

179. Val Jones

180. Vanessa Behal

181. Vincent Carragher

182. Vincent Healy

183. Walking Routes Ireland

184. Waterford County Council

185. Waterways Ireland

186. Western Development Tourism Programme
187. "Wicklow County Council, Planning Section”
188. Wicklow Uplands Council

189. Wildspace Open Canoeing

190. Willie O'Donoghue

191. Workmans Boat Club
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Aguisin 7

Saincheisteanna a Ardaiodh sna hAighneachtai

Bhi cuireadh faighte ag freagroéiri clig cheist a
fhreagairt sa ghlao ar aighneachtai maidir le forbairt
na Straitéise Naisitnta um Aineas Tuaithe.

O tharla gur bhunaigh formhér na bhfreagréiri
leagan amach a n-aighneachtai ar na cuig
cheist seo tugtar aghaidh sa chaibidil a leanas
ar na saincheisteanna a thainig chun cinn sna
haighneachtai i gcomhthéacs na gceisteanna sin.

An Fhis d’Aineas na Tuaithe

Baiomaduil agus ba éagsuiliad natuairimia cuireadh
in iul mar fhreagra ar an gceist seo agus bhraith
siad ar rol agus ar dhearcadh na heagraiochta a
chuir inidl iad. Bhi roinnt saincheisteanna coitianta
ag formhor na bhfreagréiri, afach. Ba mhian leo
straitéis um aineas tuaithe a bheith ann a spreagfadh
dea-chaidreamh idir Usaideoiri dineasa tuaithe agus
Ginéiri taln agus straitéis ina dtabharfai aitheantas
do chearta agus d’fhreagreachtai an da ghrupa.
Theastaigh uathu chomh maith go spreagfai usaid
fhreagrach inbhuanaithe na tuaithe sa straitéis. Bhi
roinnt mhaith den tuairim gur mhian leosan go mér
go mbeadh pobail aititla agus grapai Usaideoiri
rannphairteach sa phleanail agus sa bhainistiocht a
bhainfeadh le haineas tuaithe sa todhchai agus gur
mhian leo chomh maith comhthathd nios fairsinge
a bheith idir lionrai aititla agus réigitunacha.

Cuireadh in itl gur cheart go mbeadh raon chomh
leathan is ab fhéidir é de ghniomhaiochtai sa
straitéis dineasa — gniomhaiochtai san aer, ar uisce
agus ar talamh, agus métarghniomhaiochtai agus
gniomhaiochtai gan mhotar. Ta sé le tabhairt
faoi deara gurb iad saincheisteanna na siuléidi
an t-adbhar diospodireachta is mé a bhaineann le
haineas tuaithe i lathair na huaire agus go bhfuil
gniomhaiochtai eile & ligean i ndearmad.

Bhraith go leor de na freagréiri go bhfuil an-leas 6
thaobh slainte poibli de as é a bheith ar chumas a
thuilleadh daoine aineas a bheith acu faoin tuath.
Duradh fit go meastar go bhfuil direach nios 14 na
40% de dhaonra aosach na hEireann ar an bpointe
is 10 gniomhaiochtai atd molta ar mhaithe le leas
slainte®. Feictear mar sin go bhféadfadh sé da
geuirfi dineas tuaithe chun cinn i measc an daonra
aosaigh, ach an tacaiocht agus an chabhair cheart a
bheith leis, go mba gniomhai go mér a bheadh an
daonra da bharr.

Ta roinnt mhaith de na freagréiri ar an eolas faoi na
hathruithe atd ag tarld sna cleachtais talmhaiochta
faoi lathair agus faoi na dushlain agus na deiseanna
a bheidh ann don gheilleagar tuaithe agus d’usaid
na tuaithe de bharr na n-athruithe seo. Feictear gur
deis i gcomhair éagsult ata i bhforbairt an dineasa
tuaithe d’dinéiri taltn agus d’fheirmeoiri agus go
bhféadfaidis amhantair a tharraingt orthu féin mar
chuid den éagsulu ar an bhfeirm. Cuireadh in iul
go raibh ga le tacaiocht agus spreagadh a thabhairt
d'fheirmeoiri chun cuidiu leo chun teacht i dtir ar
na deiseanna eacnamaiocha a d'fhéadfadh teacht
as an aineas tuaithe.

Constaici in aghaidh fhioru na fise
Rochtain na Tuaithe

Dhéiledil formhoér na bhfreagréiri a chuir isteach
aighneacht le saincheist na rochtana tuaithe ag
pointe éigin da n-aighneacht. Bhraith na tuairimi
a nochtadh i ndail leis an tsaincheist seo &fach,
seachas aon saincheist eile, go moér ar dhearcadh
agus ar rél na heagraiochta né an duine aonair a
chuiriniuliad. Déiledladh le rochtain ar thalamh ata
in Ginéireacht phriobhaideach agus in Uinéireacht
phoibli sna haighneachtai.

Chuir Usaideoiri dineasa na tuaithe in itl an ga a bhi
acu rochtain a bheith acu ar thalamh dhaoine eile
ar mhaithe lena ngniomhaiochtai. Leagadh béim
ar an easpa follasachta ata ann faoi cibé ar féidir le
daoine dul isteach ar thalamh agus cén ait is féidir
leo dul isteach ar thalamh. Cruthaionn an easpa
follasachta seo deacrachtai d’Usaideoiri dineasaagus
go hairithe déibh sitd nach asanditiad. Admhaiodh
go gceadaitear rochtain cheadaitheach' ar an gcuid
is mé de thalamh poibli mar shampla ar thalamh
gur le Coillte é, gur leis Na Pdirceanna Naisiunta
é né maoin gur le hUiscebhealai Eireann i agus
go bhfuil deiseanna ag gabhail Iéi seo i gcomhair
réimse leathan aineasa. Chuir na husaideoiri in
itl mar sin féin go mbionn sé deacair go minic, cé
nach dtarlaionn sé i ngach cés, rochtain a fhail ar
thalamh faoi Uinéireacht phriobhaideach. Chuir
freagréiri da leithéid in itl an g atd le cearta sli a
bheith marcailte ar mhapai, liosta diobh a bheith
ar fail agus iad a bheith curtha ar fail don phobal.
Leagadh béim freisin ar fhreagrachtai na nUdaras
Aititil maidir leis an réimse seo. Bhi gripa freagrdiri
den tuairim gur choéir go mbeadh ceart fanaiochta

10 Meeting Minimum Standards, Sports Participation and Health Among Adults in Ireland, ISC, ESRI 2003

11 Ciallaionn rochtain cheadaitheach go dtugann Ginéir talin cead rochtana; ni ionann sin agus rochtain a bheith de cheart. Ta go
leor cearta sli ag Coillte agus déanann sé cothabhail orthu sin faoi réir na reachtaiochta a dtagann na cearta sin fuithi.



ar fud na hEireann ann agus gur choéir tacaiocht
reachtuil a bheith leis seo. Bhi roinnt freagréiri i
bhfabhar ctiteamh airgid a dhéanamh le feirmeoiri
agus le huinéiri taltn as cead a fhail dul isteach ar
a gcuid talun ach bhi freagroiri eile a chuir go mor i
gcoinne an choincheapa seo.

Trid is trid thacaigh uGinéiri aonair taldn agus
eagraiochtai leis an Usdideoir dineasa ach bhraith
siad nach raibh aitheantas coir & thabhairt do rél na
n-dinéiri talin na na mbainisteoiri talin san aineas
tuaithe agus gur gé a chinntit go rachfai i ngleic
leis an Udar imni atd acu. Bhraith siad gur choir
go mbeadh na huinéiri talin agus na feirmeoiri
pairteach i ngach cinnteoireacht a bhainfeadh leis an
réimse seo. lIs léir gurb i an rochtain cheadaitheach
an modh rochtana is rogha le huinéiri. Duradh
mar sin féin go raibh imni orthu go bhféadfadh go
mbeadh sé le tuiscint 6 iarrachtai chun cearta sli a
chur i bhfeidhm ar a gcuid taliin go raibh rochtain
cheadaitheach ceadaithe acu. Bhi roinnt eile den
tuairim gur cheart d’fheirmeoiri agus d’Usaideoiri
talin tacaiocht a fhail ionas go mbeadh pairt
ghniomhach acu i bhforbairt agus i mbainistiocht
tionscadal agus tionscnamh dineasa tuaithe mar cé
guracmhainnian talamh, agus gur ina n-dinéireacht
siud, feirmeoiri, atd sé, go raibh daoine eile ag
baint tairbhe eacnamaioch as a bheith ag Usaid na
taldn sin chun gniomhaiochtai dineasa a sholathar.
Thagair daoine eile don bheart forliontach maidir le
rochtain phoibli de chuid REPS 1 agus bhi an argdint
4 déanamh acu go raibh Uinéiri taltn toilteanach
rochtain a bheith ar a gcuid talin ach dreasachtai
deimhneacha a bheith i bhfeidhm. Bhraith roinnt
daocine go bhféadfai damadiste a dhéanamh don
talamh né do dhaingnedin de bharr Gsdid dineasa a
bhaint as an talamh agus gur choéir scéim chuitimh
a chur i bhfeidhm chun feirmeoiri a chlditeamh da
dtarlédh damaiste mar seo.

Arachas/Dliteanas Poibli

Bhi imni ar roinnt mhaith de na freagréiri faoin
gcostas arachais a bhainfeadh le gniomhaiochtai
dineasa tuaithe agus faoi shaincheisteanna a
bhainfeadh le dliteanas poibli. B’udar imni é
seo d'UGinéiri talun a raibh imni orthu faoi bheith
i gcontuirt dlithiochta ¢ Usdideoiri aineasa a
ghortéfai le linn a ngniomhaiochta agus do ghrupai
a bheadh i mbun bainistiochta ar ghniomhaiochtai
dineasa /ag cur gniomhaiochtai aineasa ar fail.
Failtiodh roimh an Occupiers’ Liability Act, 1995

Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiinta um Aineas Tuaithe

agus na casanna cuirte a bhain leis a bhi ann le
deireanas mar go bhfuil cosaint iontu do chearta
Uinéiri taltn in aghaidh foghlaithe agus aionna gan
chuireadh. Cuireadh in iul mar sin féin nach mér
saincheist an dliteanais aititheora maidir le haineas
tuaithe a shoiléiritt agus an t-eolas a chur ar fail go
héifeachtach do gach uile dhuine.

Ta an chosulacht air 6 rialt na hArd-Chuirte sa chas
Weir-Rodgers — v — SF Trust, gur riosca measartha
é an riosca arachais a ghabhann le husaideoiri
dineasa. Ta an tAire Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe agus
Gaeltachta tar éis a chur in iul go bhfuil sé i gceist
aige cainteanna a bheith aige le heagraiochtai na
bhfeirmeoiri agus le tionscal an arachais chun a
chinntid nach gcuirfi aon ualach suntasach ar Ginéiri
taldn i ndail leis seo.

Infreastruchtur

Leagadh béimiroinnt mhaith de na haighneachtai ar
riachtanais infreastruchtuir (carrchléis, comharthai,
leithris phoibli srl) mar thaca don aineas coitianta
tuaithe. Ina theannta sin duradh gur bhac ar
leith i an easpa iompair phoibli chuig limistéir
dineasa tuaithe chomh fada is a bhain sé le daoine
as limistéir chathrach no lar cathrach, le daoine
atd faoi mhichumas agus le daoine breacaosta.
Tagraiodh i roinnt de na haighneachtai don gha
atd le comharthai a bheadh curtha in oiritint go
speisialta agus d’infreastruchtir do dhaoine ata
faoi shain-mhichumas m.sh. comharthai braille do
dhaoine lagamhairc.

Ina theannta sin tagraiodh i lion airithe de na
haighneachtai go dteastddh infreastruchtur ar leith
le haghaidh gniomhaiochtai agus spoért airithe mar
shampla cosdin chui/ limistéir ainmnithe i gcomhair
sitloidi, rothaiocht, rothaiocht sléibhe, falréid ar
chapaillini, métarsport, spért uisce srl.

Meas ar an tuath agus ar usaideoiri aineasa eile
na tuaithe

Chuir freagroéiri in il gur gné a bhfuil gealladh
faithi maidir le bonn a chur faoi inmharthanacht na
bpobal tuaithe sa todhchai is ea go bhforbroéfai fis
chomhaontaithe don aineas tuaithe, go speisialta
sna limistéir thuaithe is iargulta mar a bhféadfadh
gniomhaiochtai dineasa fostaiocht a chur ar fail go
haititil agus mar a bhféadfadh siad cur le teacht
isteach. Duradh go laidir mar sin féin nar mhér
do ghniomhaiochtai da leithéid féachaint mar is
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cui do chosaint an chomhshaoil ndddrtha. Duradh
gur cheart go n-aimseofai Usaid inbhuanaithe an
dineasa tuaithe a mbeadh sé d'fhéidearthacht aici
cur go moér leis an bhforbairt shocheacnamaioch
sna limistéir thuaithe, go gcuirfi an Usaid sin san
direamh sa straitéis agus go mbeadh spreagadh le
fail aici sa straitéis.

Cé gur pléadh an choimhlint a d'fhéadfadh a bheith
ann idir Uinéiri talln agus Usaideoiri dineasa tuaithe
6 thaobh shaincheist na rochtana de i roinnt
mhaith de na haighneachtai pléadh chomh maith
an choimhlint a d'fhéadfadh a bheith idir Usaideoiri
éagsula aineasa na tuaithe. Tuigeadh gur easpa
feasachta i measc grupai Usdideoiri dineasa na
tuaithe maidir leis na deacrachtai a dtainig siad féin
trasna orthu ina rogha gniomhaiochta dineasa féin
ba chuis leis seo. Feictear do bhaill ata i roinnt de
na grupai Usaideoiri dineasa gur contuirt déibhsean
na gniomhaiochtai a bhionn ar sidl ag grupai
eile nuair a bhionn siad féin ag gabhail da rogha
gniomhaiochta féin.

Réimse eile ina bhféadfadh coimhlint a bheith
agus ar cuireadh sios uirthi i roinnt airithe de
na haighneachtai is ea an chearmansaiocht a
bhionn faoi roinnt d’Usaideoiri na tuaithe agus go
gcruthaionn si sin deacrachtai do na huinéiri talun
agus d’UGsdideoiri dineasa eile na tuaithe araon.
Luadh lena chois sin go gcuireann bruscar as do
thaitneamh na tuaithe, bruscar a fhagann usaideoiri
dineasa ina ndiaidh mar shampla luaith na dtinte,
buidéil, paipéir srl agus an troscan agus an dramhail
eile tis a chaitear i limistéir thuaithe ardaineasa
agus ardtaitneamhachta. Luadh na hddarais aititla
i roinnt de na haighneachtai i ndail leis an rél ata
acu maidir le bainistiocht a dhéanamh ar fhadhb
na dumpala.

lomarca daoine a bheith i ngripai dineasa a théann
amach faoin tuath an réimse deiridh ar leagadh
béim uirthi sa mhéid is go bhféadfadh coimhlint
a bheith ann. D’fhéadfadh go dtarlédh damaiste
agus creimeadh da bharr seo agus is réimse é
ina bhféadfadh coimhlint a bheith idir Usaideoiri
dineasa agus uinéiri talun agus i measc grupai na
n-usdideoiri dineasa féin.

Ga le Maoiniu

Cuireadh an gé até le maoiniu chun na bacainni seo
a sharu trasna i roinnt mhaith de na haighneachtai.

Tugadh cuntas ar thionscadail ar mhian le lucht
aighneachta maoiniu a bheith ar fail lena n-aghaidh,
i roinnt de na haighneachtai fiu.

Na bacainni seo a sharu
Rochtain na Tuaithe

Mar a luadh nios luaithe ba i rochtain na tuaithe an
téama coitianta a bhii bhformhér na n-aighneachtai
ach bhi éagsulacht sna moltai a bhain le fuascailt
na ndeacrachtai. Bhi roinnt Ginéiri talun agus a
n-eagraiochtai agus roinnt pairtithe leasmhara
turasoireachta a luaigh ina n-aighneachtai gur chéir
iocaiocht rochtana a sholathar as an statchiste no
as foinsi AE. Cuireadh go mér ina aghaidh seo in
aighneachtai eile. Chuir go leor de na freagréiriiniul
go raibh ga le tacaiocht agus spreagadh a thabhairt
d'fheirmeoiri chun cuidit leo chun teacht i dtir ar
na deiseanna eacnamaiocha a d'fhéadfadh teacht
as an aineas tuaithe m.sh. maoiniu i gcombhair:-

- Tégail/Cothabhail bealai siuléide

- Léistin a bheith ar fail in aice le bealai
sitléide

- Treoraithe siuléidi

- Solathar bia & deochanna

- Seirbhis busanna ar cios

Measadh d& mbeadh tacaiocht da leithéid le fail ag
uinéiri talin nach mbeadh saincheist na rochtana
ina bacainn feasta ar fhorbairt an aineasa tuaithe.

‘Ceart fanaiochta’ an cheist a bhi faoi chaibidil i
mbaicle amhain de na haighneachtai. Moladh
sna haighneachtai seo gur chéir go mbeadh sé de
cheart ag Usaideoiri dineasa ceart rochtana a bheith
acu in aon ait sa tir agus gur cheart go mbeadh
bonn reachtuil faoin gceart seo. Bhi a thuilleadh
ann a d’aontaigh go bhfuil ga le reachtaiocht
ach a bhraith gur cheart go gceadofai rochtain
dineasa ar thalamh faoi tinéireacht phriobhaideach
faoin reachtaiocht sin agus go mbeadh treoirlinte
comhaontaithe 1éi mar aon le slanaiocht d'UGinéiri
talin. Thuig roinnt de na grupai a bhi ag tacu
leis an nglao seo ar reachtaiocht gurbh fhéidir gur
phroiseas fadalach a bheadh ann. Bhi siad den
tuairim gur cheart freagrai idirbheartaithe a lorg sa
ghearr go meantéarma ach gur tri bhearta dlithiula
rochtana a mbeadh an da thaobh sasta leo ab



fhearr a dhéanfai leas choiteann na n-dinéiri talun
agus na n-usaideoiri dineasa araon san fhadtéarma.
Ba i an argoint a bhi acu gur cheart go ndéanfadh
reachtaiocht rochtana forail do rochtain phoibli,
le réasin, a mbeadh meas aici ar phriobhdideacht
agus ar mhaoin na ndaoine a chénaionn faoin tuath
agus go réiteodh si le husaid na talmhaiochta agus
le husaid eile na talun. Bhi freagréiri eile ann a chuir
go huile agus go hiomlan i gcoinne reachtaiocht
rochtana.

Sampla a luadh i roinnt aighneachtai is ea REPS3
faoinar féidir dul i mbun bainistiochta, go roghnach,
ar shuiomh seandalaiochta a bhfuil rochtain
phoibli chuige agus ata suite ar fheirm. Ciallaionn
bainistiocht sa chomhthéacs seo go gcoinneofai an
suiomh saor 6 bhruscar agus go ndéanfai cothabhail
ar na pointi rochtana ata ann don phobal le dul
isteach ar an suiomh. Moladh d& ndéanfai roinnt
coigeartuithe (Ginéiri talin a shaoradh 6 dhliteanas
poibli agus b’fhéidir beart forliontach a dhéanamh
de seo) gur mhunla a bheadh anseo maidir le déileail
le bealai rochtana comhaontaithe tri thalamh faoi
Uinéireacht phriobhaideach.

Trid is trid tacaionn an tAire Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe
agus Gaeltachta le beart ar bith i REPS a bhainfeadh
le héagsull a spreagadh agus feirmeacha a
chothabhail ar na caighdedin chomhshaoil is airde
chun iad a chur ar fail i gcomhair turaséireacht
dineasa lena n-adiritear sidldidi. Ach chuir an
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tAire in iul mar sin féin nach mbeadh glacadh le
moladh ar bith maidir le hiocaiocht dhireach as an
statchiste i gcomhair rochtain tuaithe. Measann sé
gur cur chuige bunaithe ar an bpobal ditivil seachas
reachtaiocht né focaiocht an cur chuige is fearr nuair
a thagann saincheisteanna rochtana tuaithe chun
cinn. Nuair nach féidir teacht ar chomhréiteach, i
ndail le hionad ar leith, ba chéir scrudu a dhéanamh
ar bhealai eile agus iad a fhorbairt ionas nach
geuirfi isteach ar chearta na n-tinéiri talin maidir
le bealach isteach ar a gcuid talun.

Moladh i roinnt mhaith de na haighneachtai gur
chéir go gclarédh Udarais Aitiula na cearta sli
poibli agus go ndéanfaidis cothabhail orthu (mar
a fhorailtear in Alt 14 den Acht um Pleanail agus
Forbairt 2000) agus gur choir cearta sli a chur i
bhfeidhm.

Infreastruchtur

Cuireadh moltai éagsula trasna sna haighneachtai
maidir le forail infreastruchtuir don aineas tuaithe.
B'fhacthas do roinnt freagréiri go raibh rél ag na
hadarais aitidla maidir le saordidi mar carrchléis,
leithris agus araile a chur ar fail. Bhiothas den tuairim
i roinnt de na haighneachtai go bhféadfadh an pobal
aitiuil agus grupai forbartha cosuil le LEADER pairt
a ghlacadh i bhforbairt an infreastruchtuir agus na
gcosan chomh maith. Moladh leanuint ar aghaidh
ag usaid scéimeanna mar an Scéim Shaéisialta Tuaithe

GINEARALTA I GCOMHAIR | I GCOMHAIR |
GNIOMHAIOCHTAI AR GNIOMHAIOCHTAI AR
TALAMH UISCE

Carrchléis
Céras Poibli lompair
Leithris Phoibli

lonaid Phicnici

lonaid Eachtraiochta
Allamuigh

Loistin

Cosain Siuléide
Cosain do Chapaillini/do Chapaill
Bealai Rothaiochta Cosaint ar Chreimeadh Césta

Cosain do Rothair Sléibhe
Cosain Chorpacmhainne

Féarbhealai

Infreastruchtur cois cladaigh:

Cursai Cadhcala

Limistéir i gcomhair baidini
scairdscidla

Limistéir Dreapadoireachta ar
Charraigeacha
Limistéir do na cuadrothair

Limistéir do na rothair streachailte
Cosain Treododireachta

Bealai Rochtana 6 bhéithre poibli chuig
cnoic oscailte
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chun an t-infreastruchtir a chothabhail. Ta liosta sa
tabla seo thios de na saoraidi infreastruchtuir a bhi
luaite ag freagroiri sa ghlao ar aighneachtai.

Ba é an rud ba mho a bhi i gceist i roinnt mhaith
de na tuairimi faoin tsaincheist seo an ga ata lena
chinntid go mbeadh an pobal aitidil pairteach i
solathar an infreastruchtdir chun a chinntit go
gceannédh an pobal isteach san infreastruchtir
sin agus go ndéanfadh sé cothabhdil air. Maidir
le saincheist na gcosan bhi roinnt de na freagroiri
den tuairim gur deis a bheadh san infreastruchtir
atd forbartha cheana féin i gcomhair cuspoiri eile
mar go bhféadfai athfhorbairt a dhéanamh air chun
criche an dineasa tuaithe. Samplai de sin is ea:- -

* Rianta an iarnréid nach bhfuil in Usaid a
thuilleadh

* Cosain tarraingthe cois canéla

* Seanbhoithre portaigh

Bhi roinnt freagréiri den tuairim gur chéir a
thuilleadh Usdide a bhaint as talamh atad in
Uinéireacht stait i gcomhair dineasa. Taispedntar
mar shampla i gcomhstaidéar a rinneadh do Choillte
agus don Chomhairle Spoirt'? go mbionn sochair
neamh-mhargaidh de €97 millin & mbaint gach
bliain as an Usaid dineasa a bhaintear as foraoisi
Choillte agus go gcruthaionn sé sin €268 milliun
eile de ghniomhaiocht eacnamaioch sna pobail
aitidla. Ceadaionn Coillte rochtain cheadaitheach
ar a eastdit i gcomhair gniomhaiochtai coise agus
ceadaionn sé gniomhaiochtai eile faoi réir ceada
agus ceadunais'.ls iomai ceart sli ag Coillte chomh
maith agus déanann sé cothabhdil orthu seo faoi
réir na reachtaiochta a dtagann na cearta sin fuithi.
Ta sé d'fhreagracht ar Choillte chomh maith faoin
reachtaiocht sabhdilteachta a chinntiu gur féidir leo
sin a thugann cuairt ar na foraoisi, cibé an ag obair
né ar chuinsi dineasa é an obair sin né an t-dineas sin
a chur diobh i gcomhshaol sabhailte. Deir Coillte ina
aighneacht go gcaitheann séionann is €2 mhillidn in
aghaidh na bliana faoi lathair ar bhainistiocht foinsi
dineasa foinsi a bhfuil a bhformhor saor in aisce.
Airitear aiseanna in 11 pairc fhoraoise, breis is 150
limistéar ainmnithe dineasa agus na milte de bhealai
agus de chosain siuldide leis sin. Ni fhaigheann
Coillte aon aisiocaiocht 6n statchiste as na seirbhisi
seo a chur ar fail. Cé go dtugann freagroiri moladh
do Choillte agus don tSeirbhis Pairceanna Naisiunta
agus Fiadhulra as a bheith toilteanach rochtain a
cheadu d'Gsaideoiri dineasa ar na tailte ata faoina

rialt tathar den tuairim gur cheart do chomhlachtai
eile cosuil le Bord na Ména rochtain a cheadu ar a
gcuid tailte chomh maith.

Smaointe i dToll a Chéile

Thaispeain na haighneachtai gurféidir le hearnalacha
éagsula buntaisti éagsula a bhaint as dineas tuaithe
agus go bhfuil baint ag na cuspéiri atéd ag roinnt
ranna Rialtais leis. Feictear gurb é priomhriachtanas
na Straitéise go mbeadh caidreamh ceart rialta idir
na pairtithe leasmhara agus go gcuirfi eolas beacht,
cothrom le data, ar fail. Measadh go gcuideodh
cumarsaid nios fearr le smaointe a chur i dtoll a
chéile ionas go gcomhthathéfai aineas tuaithe
le bainistiocht Usaid na taltn, cur chun cinn slite
folldine maireachtala agus forbairt turasoéireachta tri
ionadaiocht agus rannphairtiocht ghniomhach na
ranna agus na ngniomhaireachtai dbhartha rialtais i
struchtdir chumarsaide da leithéid.

Oideachas agus Feasacht

Creidtear go bhfuil rél larnach ag an oideachas chun
cur ar chumas daoine tairbhe na tuaithe a aithint.
Léiriodh sna haighneachtai go raibh a bhformhér ag
iarraidh go dtosoéfai clair oideachais agus feasachta
agus go leathnéfai amach iad chun iad siud ata
pairteach i mbainistiocht agus in Usaid na tuaithe a
thabhairt san &ireamh (Ginéiri talun, udarais aitiula,
Udarais chalafoirt, ranna rialtais, scoileanna, grupai
pobail srl.) chun a chinntit gur conlaiste rochtana
do rannphairtithe freagracha a bheadh sa tuath. Ta
an tuath agus aineas allamuigh ar 1 de 4 mhodul sa
churaclam Corpoideachais nua do bhunscoileanna
na hEireann. Chreid siad gur cheart don straitéis
um dineas tuaithe nios mo tacaiochta a thabhairt
don mhodul seo agus gur cheart di é a chur chun
cinn.

Debharrgoroinneannroinntgniomhaiochtaiaineasa
na hacmhainni céanna eatarthu, titfidh siad amach
lena chéile uaireanta; mar shampla slatiascaireacht
agus curachéireacht, ndé cnocaddireacht agus
rothaiochtsléibhe. Mholfreagréiri nan-aighneachtai
gur cheart gniomhaiochtai cosuil le lionru, oilidint,
seiminedir agus comhdhdlacha a reachtail chun
tuiscint a spreagadh agus chun cabhrd chun an
chothromaiocht idir an t-iliomad gniomhaiochtai
éagsula aineasa a bhaint amach.

Margaiocht agus Cur Chun Cinn

Mhol lion dirithe aighneachtai gur cheart go mbeadh
oifig/saoraid larnach ann trina bhféadfai teacht

12 Economic Value of Trails and Forest Recreation in the Republic of Ireland, Fitzpatrick Associates, Comhairleoiri Eacnamaiocha don

Chombhairle Spoirt agus do Choillte, Mean Fomhair 2005

13 Polasai Féilliochta Coillte — Foraoisi Slaintiula Naisiun Slaintiul



ar eolas faoi na cinealacha uile gniomhaiochtai
i ngach cearn den tir ag am amhdin agus in ait
amhain. Léirigh siad go bhfuil go leor eolais le fail
i mbroisiuir, ar shuimh ghréasain, leabhrain srl. faoi
ghniomhaiochtai aineasa ach nach féidir teacht
orthu uile in ait amhain agus go gcuireann sé sin
bac ar Usaideoiri poitéinsiula teacht orthu.

Taighde

Léirigh go leor de na haighneachtai chomh maith
go bhfuil easpa ginearalta taighde ann maidir le
haineas tuaithe in Eirinn agus go raibh framaiocht
chomhleantnach in easnamh a chinnteodh cur
chuige spriocdhirithe maidir le taighde a bhfuiltear
4 dhéanamh. Léirigh aighneachtai eile go bhfuil go
leor taighde & dhéanamh ag eagraiochtai éagsula
sa réimse seo agus go bhfuil gé le pointe larnach né
comhordaithe don taighde seo.

Scothchleachtas in Eirinn agus/né i
gcéin
Chuirnahaighneachtaistorsamplaiscothchleachtais
ar fail ar an gceist seo. Bhi idir beartaiochtai
bunaithe sa phobal mar shampla forbairt na gcosan
sitléide agus na gcosan rothaiochta sléibhe, agus
obair dheonach mar shampla cothabhail dheonach
na slite sitléide agus an Cod Tuaithe Na Fag do Lorg
i measc na samplai a thainig as Eirinn. Maidir leis na
samplai 6 thaobh amuigh d’Eirinn, luadh an Nua-
Shéalainn agus an Bhreatain Bheag mar gheall ar a
bpolasaithe foriomlana aineasa. Usaidtear Sasana,
Alba agus an tSualainn mar shamplai de thiortha
ag a bhfuil reachtaiocht a chuireann tacaiocht ar
fail d'Usdideoiri an dineasa tuaithe. Tugadh an
Ostair mar shampla do thir ina bhfuil slite marcailte
iontacha agus lear moér cosan siuléide agus
rothaiochta. Ta go leor samplai eile, &fach, tugtha
sna haighneachtai ina gcuirtear sonrai ar fail maidir
lena n-oibriochtai agus na tairbhi a bhaineann
leo. Ta liosta de na réimsi scothchleachtais a chuir
freagréiri an ghlao ar aighneachtai faoi bhraid
Chomhairle na Tuaithe ar fail in Aguisin 8.

Struchtdr agus ballraiocht Chomhairle
na Tuaithe

Mhol lion mér aighneachtai go mbundéfai comhlacht
ag a mbeadh foireann agus maoinit chun comhairle
a thabhairt, agus chun maoirsit a dhéanamh ar
gach cineal gniomhaiochta dineasa tuaithe in Eirinn.
Luaigh go leor de na haighneachtai struchtdr an
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Countryside Access and Activities Network (CAAN)
i dTuaisceart Eireann mar mhoddl a dhéanann
ionadaiocht ar réimse leathan gniomhaiochtai. Ba
i Comhairle na Tuaithe an comhlacht a moladh le
haghaidh seo ach mionathruithe a bheith déanta
uirthi. Shil go leor de na freagréiri go mbeadh
forbairt na straitéise, idirbheartaiocht maidir leis
na foinsi maoinithe naisiinta agus tacaiocht a
thabhairt do na struchtuir a bhaineann le haineas
tuaithe a fhorbairt san aireamh i ré6l Chomhairle na
Tuaithe.

Ni mor é a thabhairt faoi deara, afach, go bhfuil an
tuairim léirithe ag an Roinn Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe
& Gaeltachta nach mbeadh bund de chomhlacht
eile a bheadh maoinithe go poibli riachtanach
sa chas seo. T4 an saineolas agus an t-eolas ata
riachtanach chun na feidhmeanna ata luaite san
alt thuas a chur i bhfeidhm le fail cheana féin in
eagraiochtai atd bunaithe agus is é rogha na
coitiantachta go n-usdidfi an saineolas sin agus go
spreagfai na comhlachtai rialtais atad pairteach sa
réimse a bheith ag obair nios dluithe lena chéile. Ta
ga le hinfreastruchtdr dea-fhorbartha ina mbeadh
gniomhaireachtai cosuil le Failte Ireland, Coillte, an
Roinn Gnéthai Pobail, Tuaithe & Gaeltachta agus an
Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turaséireachta pairteach.
Beidh g4, i gcomhthéacs na Straitéise um Fhorbairt
Tuaithe 2007-2013, frdmaiocht a chuirfidh le hobair
luachmhar Chomhairle na Tuaithe a fhorbairt.
Beidh athbhreithnit & dhéanamh ar an ngné seo
den straitéis um dineas tuaithe go rialta i bhfianaise
obair na Straitéise um Fhorbairt Tuaithe agus an
fhrdmaiocht forais a bheidh i bhfeidhm.

Shil formhér moér na bhfreagréiri gur cheart
ballraiocht Chombhairle na Tuaithe a leathnu
amach chun ionadaithe de na comhlachtai rialtais,
gniomhaireachtai stait agus na grupai forbartha
pobail as gach gné den dineas tuaithe .i. aer, talamh
agus uisce a thabhairt san direamh. D'airigh na
freagroiri go raibh ballraiocht reatha Chomhairle na
Tuaithe dirithe ar dinéiri talin agus lucht siuloidi.
Mhol go leor de na haighneachtai gur cheart da
n-eagraiochtai a bheith ina mbaill de Chomhairle
na Tuaithe.
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Aguisin 8
Samplai Scothchleachtais i mBainistiocht Aineasa Tuaithe Arna Moladh ag freagréiri
an ghlao ar aighneachtai

ROTHAIOCHT

www.adfc.de (eagraiocht rothaiochta sa Ghearmain)

www.radfahren.at (eagraiocht rothaiochta san Ostair)

www.efc.com (conaidhm rothaithe san Eoraip)

www.ffe.es/viasverdes (Féarbhealai-iarnréid sa Spainn)

www.viaplata.org (suiomh bealai sitléide agus rothaiochta sa Spainn)
www.sustrans.co.uk (eagraiocht rothaiochta na Breataine agus Thuaisceart Eireann)
Tionscadal Rothar Sléibhe Fhoraois an tSléibhe Riabhaigh (Bealach Abhradh)
Cumann Idirndisiunta Rothar Sléibhe www.imba.org

An Ostair

An tSloivéin

An Bhreatain Bheag www.mbwales.com Alba www.7stanes.gov.uk

Cosan rothaiochta na Dandibe ag http://cms1.austria.info
SIULOID

Combhairle Ceantair an Duin, www.downdc.gov.uk

Sustrans Thuaisceart Eireann (lionra bealai rothaiochta agus coisiochta) www.sustrans.org.uk
North Kerry Walks Ltd

Meitheal Sléibhe www.pathsavers.org

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers www.BTCV.org

Appalachian Trail Conservancy www.appalachiantrail.org

British Upland Footpath Trust

An Ostair

An tSlo6ivéin

Randonne na Fraince

Alba/An Riocht Aontaithe (Right to Roam)

Sasana/An Bhreatain Bheag (Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW)
Camel Trail, Cornwall www.cameltrail.com

Minerals Tramways Project www.cornwall.gov.uk
www.southerntrail.pro.ie

Lionra féarbhealai RAVel, An Bheilg
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Vias Verdes, An Spainn
Moravian Wine Trails, Poblacht na Seice
Sli na Boéinne ar Thalamh Feirme Phairc Dealgan

Polasai sitléide in larthar na hAstraile http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/programs/walking/walking.asp

ROCHTAIN

http://cms.countrysideaccess.gov.uk

An Bhriotain

An Chataléin

www.scotways.com
http://csaw.ccw.gov.uk/index.html
www.ramblers.org.uk/walescrowcash.html

http://www.openaccess.gov.uk/  www.angus.gov.uk/ac/documents/anguscountrysideaccessstrategy.pdf
www.falkirk.gov.ukdevservices/PlanEnv/CountrysideAccessStrategy.htm www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/
agriculture/capref/Imc/Imecms

AINEAS GINEARALTA TUAITHE

lonad Sléibhe Tollymore

North Lanarkshire Scramble and Quad bike Club

Craigavon Borough Council

Forestry Commision UK

Cur chun cinn gniomhaiochtai tuaithe na Breataine Bige, na hAlban agus na Nua-Shéalainne
Meitheal Sléibhe www.pathsavers.org

Meelmore Lodge, Na Beanna Boirche, Co. an Ddin www.meelmorelodge.co.uk

Countryside Recreation Network www.countrysiderecreation.org.uk

Aldo Leopold Institute www.leopold.institute.net

An Chombhairle Naisiuinta um Thaighde agus Forbairt Foraoise www.coford.ie Suiomh Oidhreachta
Domhanda Mhianadéireacht Chornach www.cornish-mining.org.uk

Lionra Geophairceanna na hEorpa www.europeangeoparks.org

Lionra Oidhreachta Mhianadéireacht na hEorpa www.europamines.com www.snowdonia-active.com
www.lakedistrictoutdoors.co.uk

www.leadingmountainresorts.com

www.edenproject.com

Pairc Naisiunta Ghleann Da Loch

Boghdoireacht na gCosan Coillearnai ag Baile an Locha www.royal-canal-ventures.com
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lonad Rioga Eachaiochta na Mi www.rmec.ie

Cronin’s Yard, Ciarrai http://www.croninsyard.com

Combhairle Sléibhteoireachta na hEireann — http:/mountaineering.ie

John Muir Trust www.jmt.org

Scottish Natural Heritage www.snh.org.uk

Countryside Commission for Wales www.ccw.gov.uk

The Countryside Agency www.countryside.gov.uk

The establishment of Natural England - http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/ruraldelivery/natural-england.htm

Office for Recreation and Sport — Deisceart na hAstraile - http://www.recsport.sa.gov.au/recreation-sport-
fac/recreational-trails.html

Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 - http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2003/20030002.htm
Scottish Outdoor Access Code - http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/access/ApprovedCode050604.pdf

Scottish Natural Heritage Review No 110 — Access to the Countryside in Selected European Countries: a
Review of Access Rights, Legislation and Associated Arrangements in Denmark, Germany, Norway and
Sweden (tuarascail le fail 6n Scottish Natural Heritage)

Reachtalann Sheffield Hallam University clrsai céime agus iarchéime ar Bhainistiocht Aineasa Tuaithe —
téigh i dteagmhail le l.crowe@shu.ac.uk

Kathmandu Declaration on Mountain Activities, 1982 http://www.uiaa.ch/web.test/visual/ExpCom/
kathmdec.doc

UIAA  Summit Charter 2002 (International Year of Mountains) http:/www.uiaa.ch/article.
aspx?c=37&a=16

Tyrol Declaration on Best Practice in Mountain Sports, 2002 http://www.uiaa.ch/article.aspx?c=37&a=14

Mountain Partnership (comhaontas deonach ata tiomanta do shaol daoine a bhionn ina gcénai ar shléibhte
a fheabhsi agus comhshaolta sléibhe a chaomhnu) http://www.mountainpartnership.org/default.asp

Leave No Trace Centre for Outdoor Ethics - http://www.Int.org

BTCV — ceann de na heagraiochtai carthanais is ceannasai ata sa Bhreatain don chomhshaol http://www.
btcv.org/stratplan/index.html

Adventure Wales — tionscnamh chun an Bhreatain Bheag a chur chun cinn mar cheann scribe i gcomhair
gniomhaiochtai eachtraiochta - http://www.adventure.visitwales.com

Rothaiocht Sléibhe sa Bhreatain Bheag - http://www.mbwales.com/

Sli Chiarraf

Sli na Sionainne

Holme Pierrepoint, Nottingham

Ashby Would, Leicestershire

Dorney Lake ag Eton

Pairceanna Naisiinta na Riochta Aontaithe cosuil leis na Yorkshire Dales
Peak District National Park

An Dandib, An Ostair Uachtarach

Suiomh Gréasain Foraoiseacht na Stat Aontaithe www.fs.fed.uk

www.scout.org



Combhairle na Tuaithe

An Straitéis Naisiunta um Aineas Tuaithe

www.scouting.org

http://worcestershire.shub.org.uk/home/wccindex/wcc-countryside.htm www.thedca.org.uk/
www.caveinfo.org.uknca/index.htm

www.caveinfo.org.uk/nca/paying.htm

Comhairle Tuaithe don Bhreatain Bheag

Cénaidhm EUROPARC

Combhairlitchan EUROPARC

Straitéis Inbhuanaithe Turaséireachta EUROPARC

Lionra Gniomhaiochtai agus Rochtana na Tuaithe

www.doc.govt.nz/explore

Www.nicanoeing.com

BAINISTIU ACMHAINNI

Seirbhis Foraoiseachta British Columbia Cheanada www.forestry.gov.uk
Metsahallitus (Seirbhis Foraoiseachta na Fionlainne) www.Metsahallitus.fi
Oideachas

Na Fag do Lorg www.Int.org

Cumann Idirndisiunta Rothar Sléibhe www.imba.org

Comhairleoiri Eacnamaiocha don Chombhairle Spéirt agus do Choillte, Mean Fémhair 2005
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