) An Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli
" N agus Athchéirithe
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.\;' December 2016

Re: River Mall (Templemore) Flood Relief Scheme
Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995

Dear Maurice,

[ refer to the above scheme which was submitted by the Office of Public Works on 4 August
2016.

This Department has examined the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) of the scheme in
accordance with the provisions of the European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Arterial Drainage) Regulations 2012." The evaluation consisted of an independent
assessment of the EIS conducted by consultants on behalf of the Department having regard to
the EIA regulations. Taking account of this independent report, it is considered that the EIS
identified, describes and assesses the direct and indirect effects of the proposed scheme.

Therefore, we now propose that the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform confirm the
scheme subject to the conditions that are considered necessary to avoid, reduce and, if
possible, offset the major adverse effects (if any) of the proposed scheme. These conditions
are set out in the annex to this letter.

In accordance with regulations, we are now advising the Commissioners that a decision to
confirm the proposed scheme has been taken and accordingly are making the following
information available to the Commissioners, in the first instance:

1. The content of the confirmation and the conditions attached thereto,

il. The evaluation concludes that the EIS identifies, describes and assesses the direct
and indirect effects of the proposed scheme’s direct and indirect effects on the
following factors:

a. Human beings, flora and fauna;

b. Soil, water, air, climate and the landscape;
c. Material assets and the cultural heritage; and
d. The interaction among the factors,

iii. The independent report prepared by the consultant, and

iv. Information for the public on the procedures available to review the substantive
and procedural legality of the decision.
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I would ask that the Commissioners confirm that they will comply by the conditions set out in
the appendix. Subject to this confirmation, the next step will be for the Minister to finalise the
order confirming the scheme and inform the public of the decision in the local media and on

the Department’s website.

Yours sincerely,

C._,"\‘——\__-"\

David Moloney



Appendix — Conditions for River Mall (Templemore) Flood Relief Scheme

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has examined the environmental impact
statement (EIS) of the proposed scheme in accordance with the provisions of the European
Union {Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial Drainage) Regulations 2012.2

Background

An FIS has been carried out on behalf of the Commissioners of Public Works for the Scheme
10 accordance with the Arterial Drainage Acts, 1945 and 1995 as amended by: European
Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989 and 1999; European
Communities (Arterial Drainage) Regulations 2009, European Communities (Public
Participation) Regulations 2010; and European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment}
(Arterial Drainage) Regulations 2012.

TES Consultants provided the environmental consultancy services for the Scheme, including
preparation of the EIS. The EIA process included consultations with statutory authorities and
a public exhibition under the Arterial Drainage acts from 27th March to 24th April 2015.

Independent Assessment

This evaluation consisted of an impartial assessment conducted by independent consultants
(CAAS Ltd) with appropriate expertise in this area,

The consultants were tasked with undertaking an evaluation of the EIS that was produced for
the River Mall (Templemore) Flood Relief Scheme. The purpose of the EIS Evaluation
Report is to inform the Minister of Public Expenditure and Reform in carrying out the
Environmental Impact Assessment of the River Mall (Templemore) Flood Relief Scheme in
accordance with S.I. 469 of 2012, European Union ( Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Arterial Drainage) Reguiations 2012

Assessment

The Department, having taken account of the independent assessment, considers that the EIS
submitied complies with the requirements of re gulations in that it contains al the information
specified and is presented n a com prehensive and adequate manner. The document identifies
and describes the likely significant direct and indirect effects of the proposed scheme on the
existing environment and comments on the interaction of these. The proposal adequately
assesses the impact of the proposed development on human beings, flora and fauna, soil,
water, air, climate and the landscape. material assets, and the interaction between these
factors.

The EIS sets out specific mitigation measures (0 offset and reduce potential environmental
and natural impacts and reaches adequate and formulated conclusions with regard to residual
impacts.

However, based on the expert recommendations, the Department considers that conditions

should be attached to the decision 1o the decision to confirm the Scheme conditions. The
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purpose of these conditions is to avoid, reduce and if possible to offset any major adverse
effects (if any) of the proposed Scheme.

Decision

Therefore, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has decided to confirm the
scheme subject to the conditions set out below. It is important to note that these are
conditions in addition to those mitigation measures outlined in the various documents
submitted to my Department during the project application process:

Conditions applying to the decision to confirm the scheme

1.

LN

The scheme shall be carried out in its entirety in accordance with all the plans,
particulars, specifications and undertakings included in the Environmental Impact
Sratement and the Environmental Impact Statement Addendum, save as may be
required by other conditions attached hereto.

Reason: To ensure that the development shall be carried out in accordance with the
Confirmation Order and that effective control can be maintained.

A Schedule of Environmental Commitments containing all proposed mitigation and
monitoring measures contained in the EIS and associated documents, as modified by
the conditions attached hereto, shall be prepared. All contractors shall be made aware
of this Schedule prior to preparation of detailed work method statements.

Reasorn: In the interests of clarity and the amelioration of environmental impacts.

A detailed Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be prepared
prior to commencement of the works. The CEMP shali describe the construction
seguetice with emphasis on all individual work clements with potential to cause
significant environmental effects. It shall clearly describe specific measures io ensure
that detaited plans and working methods for implementation of mitigation and
monitoring measures conform with the proposals assessed in the Environmental
Impact Statement and associated documents, as modified by the conditions attached
hereto.

Reason: In the interests of clarity and amelioration of environmental impacts.

The OPW shall consult with all relevant statutory authorities regarding the final
interpretation of all aspects of the CEMP affecting specific environmental factors, as
relevant to each authority. These authorities shall include the Environment, Heritage
and Planning sections of Tipperary County Council, Inland Fisheries Ireland (IF),
and the Built Heritage & Architectural Policy, National Monuments Service and the
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) sections of the Department of Arts,
Heritage, Rural, Regional and Gaeltacht Affairs. Prior to commencement of the works
the OPW shall confirm, in writing, with these authorities that CEMP correctly
describes and gives effect to the mitigation measures required by the EIA of the
project.

Reason: In the interests of clarity and amelioration of environmental impacts.



10.

The CEMP shall inchide detailed measures to confirm how the water quality
monitoring and control measures will be implemented. These measures will be
devised in consultation with Injand Fisheries Ireland to demonstrate how each
element of the works will be mitigated to comply with statutory water quality
requirements.

Reason: In the interests of ensuring the amelioration of environmental impacts.

The CEMP shall describe and confirm provisions for ensuring that personnel with
suitable training and equipment are available to effectively deal with any occurrences
with potential to affect water quality, including malfunction of any environmental
protection system or mitigation measure or any OCCUITEIICE OF EMErgEncy which could
reasonably be anticipated to give rise to pollution.

Reason: In the interests of environmental protection.

The CEMP shall describe and confirm how all relevant requirements arising from the
Water Framework Directive are addressed. This shall ensure compliance with the
South Eastern River Basin Management Plan.

Reason: In the interests of environmental protection and compliance.

The CEMP shalt describe and confirm timing of key stages of the works and
mitigation measures to show for example how timing of works and mitigation will
take account of spawning seasons for salmonids and for lampreys and of timing of
mitigation measures for translocation of flora and fauna.

Reason: In the interests of environmental protection and com pliance.

An Environmental Officer shall be appointed for the duration of the works. This shall
include all stages of the works including implementation of mitigation measures for
flora and fauna. The Environmental Officer shall liaise with contractors and statutory
suthorities as relevant regarding the detailed implementation of all mitigaticn and
monitoring measures contained in the Schedule of Commitments.

Reason: In the interests of clarity, the amelioration of environmental impacts and
ongoing implementation of effective controls.

The Environmental Officer shall prepare Environmental Compliance Reports
throughout the works that summarise compliance with the Schedule of Environmental
Commitments. These reports shall include available monitoring results and refer to
sequencing and work elemenis set out in the CEMP. They shall be made available to
fhe relevant statutory authorities on the dedicated scheme website (or equivalent — ref
recommendation 13). The frequency of these reports should be at least once per
month while works are ongoing. A final Environmental Compliance Audit Summary

shall also be provided.

Reason: To ensure that baseline conditions are within the range anticipated in the EIS
and associated documents. To also ensure that environmental effects are within the



11.

12.

envelope of likely effects predicted in the EIS and associated documeitts.

The OPW shall describe and confirm final finishes and landscaping details for all new
structures, improved structures and built elements to Tipperary County Council.
These details will be agreed in writing with the Council prior to construction.

Reason: In the interests of visual amenity and of proper planning and sustainable
development of the area.

Clear information on scheduled works along with corresponding obligations set out in
the Schedule of Commitments proposals in the CEMP and ongoing monitoring
reports shall be made available online through a dedicated scheme website or
equivalent (such as a web portal or page(s) on the OPW website). The website {or
equivalent) shall be put in place and notified to the public before commencement of
works and shall be mainiained and kept up-to-date for the implementation of the full
scheme including all mitigation measures. It shall provide access to relevant
information including. but not limited to, the Ychedule of Commitments, CEMP,
Environmental Compliance Reports and final Environmental Compliance Audit
Summary. The operation of this site shall be monitored by representatives of the
Office of Public Works and Tipperary County Council.

Reason: In the interests of making information on upcoming and ongoing works, and
on environmental compliance, freely available to interested patties.

. Following completion of the scheme all maintenance works shall be subject to further

environmental assessment and compliance requirements as applicable.

Reason: To ensure continued assessment of environmental effects in compliance with
relevant legislation.



