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Marine Notice No. 32 of 2020 

 
Notice to all domestic passenger vessel operators, including passenger boat and passenger ship 

operators 
 
 
 
 

 

The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, would like to remind all domestic 

passenger vessel operators of the following guidance which they should take account of in 

order to implement appropriate measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 on their 

services. 

 

1. COVID-19 Maritime Travel Protocol 

This agreed protocol has been put together through collaboration with relevant 

stakeholders, including the shipping industry, ports and the Department of Health. The 

protocol has due regard to the National Guidance in place to prevent the spread of COVID-

19 and maintain passenger safety. 

 

2. COVID-19: Guidance for Ferries to Off-Shore Islands 

This guidance document gives general advice about preventing the spread of COVID-19 for 

transport services (such as ferries) to the offshore islands in Donegal, Mayo, Galway and 

Cork. It highlights some specific relevant information and signposts to relevant 

advice/guidance available on the HSE, Department of Health and/or Government websites.  

 

3. Return to Work Safely Protocol 

The Return to Work Safely Protocol is designed to support employers and workers to put 

measures in place that will prevent the spread of COVID-19. The Protocol should be used 

by all workplaces to adapt their workplace procedures and practices to comply fully with the 

COVID-19 related public health protection measures identified as necessary by the HSE. 

 

 4. Fáilte Ireland: COVID-19 Safety Charter 

The COVID-19 Safety Charter is a Government-endorsed initiative to reinforce confidence 

in domestic and overseas visitors in tourism businesses. The COVID-19 Safety Charter is 

designed to give comfort and reassurance to employers, employees and customers that 

your business is ready to re-open safely. 

 

Please note, vessel operators should also refer to the Fáilte Ireland Industry Guidelines 

incorporating the latest Health Protection Surveillance Centre advice in relation to physical 

distancing requirements for the various businesses operated on board, in particular the 

guidelines for pubs, restaurants and cafes. 
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ab625-protocols-for-international-travel/#protocols-for-the-safe-management-of-passengers-by-air-and-sea-in-light-of-covid-19
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ab625-protocols-for-international-travel/#protocols-for-the-safe-management-of-passengers-by-air-and-sea-in-light-of-covid-19
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/porthealthguidance/COVID-19_Guidance%20for%20ferries%20to%20offshore%20islands_v1_20.03.2020.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/porthealthguidance/COVID-19_Guidance%20for%20ferries%20to%20offshore%20islands_v1_20.03.2020.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/22829a-return-to-work-safely-protocol/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/22829a-return-to-work-safely-protocol/
https://covid19.failteireland.ie/covid-19-safety-charter/
https://covid19.failteireland.ie/covid-19-safety-charter/
https://covid19.failteireland.ie/industry-updates/guidelines-for-re-opening-published/
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Marine Notices are issued purely for maritime safety and navigation reasons and should not 

be construed as conferring rights or granting permissions. 

 
 
Irish Maritime Administration, 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 TR60, Ireland. 

 

29/07/2020 
 

For any technical assistance in relation to this Marine Notice, please contact: 
The Marine Survey Office, tel: +353-(0)1-678 3400.   

For general enquiries, please contact the Maritime Safety Policy Division, tel: +353-(0)1-678 3418. 
Written enquiries concerning Marine Notices should be addressed to:  

Dept. of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Maritime Safety Policy Division, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 
TR60, Ireland.  

email: MarineNotices@dttas.gov.ie or visit us at: www.dttas.gov.ie  
 

mailto:MarineNotices@dttas.gov.ie
http://www.dttas.gov.ie/

