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Thar aon ni eile, is bailiichan é an Sainghripa Comhairleach athcheaptha

de staraithe gairmiula, coimeadaithe taifead agus cleachtdiri cultuir a bhfuil
spéis acu in abhair éagsula taighde, a bhfuil a léamh féin acu ar chursai agus
a gceangail féin le hinstitididi airithe. Cé go leanfaidh muid ar aghaidh ag
feidhmiu mar chuid den Ghrupa Comhairleach seo, beidh baint againn go

[éir le taighde ar stair agus lenar dtatail a scaipeadh, chomh maith le bheith
ag cur go haonair leis an diospoireacht i ndail le comoéradh. Ni ceart a mheas
gurb ionann aon tuairimi né dearcthai a chuireann muid in itll sa chail sin agus
tuairimi an Ghrupa tri chéile.

The reappointed Expert Advisory Group is, first and foremost, a collection of
individual professional historians, record custodians and cultural practitioners,
with individual research interests, interpretations and institutional affiliations.
While continuing to serve on this Advisory Group, we will all be involved on

an ongoing basis in the research and dissemination of history and making
individual contributions to the commemoration debate. Any ideas or views
that we express in that capacity should not be seen as representing the views
of the Group as a whole.



MAR A LEIRfODH 6 bunaiodh an Grupa seo,
nil sé mar fheidhm aige bheith saintreorach né
diritheach i dtaobh an bealach le tionchar na coda
cinniinai seo ddr stair a léamh. Is é atd ar intinn
againn roinnt prionsabal treorach a leagan amach
a bheidh mar thagairt againn agus dr mbealach 4
dhéanamh againn trid an tréimhse thdbhachtach
fhoirmitheach seo i dtreo bhunt an Stditagus é
4 chur san direamh le ndisidin an domhain.
Tugann deich mbliana na gcuimhneachdn
roinnt de na hdcdidi is suntasai i stair nua-
aimseartha na hEireann agus an domhain chun
cuimhne: deich mbliana d’fhoréigean, bds, scrios
agus athlonnt éigeantach gan fasach, ach freisin
d’fhéinchinntidchdn ndisiinta as ar eascair
morathruithe ar an rialtas agus ar theorainneacha
polaitidla, forbairt daonlathas nua-aimseartha
na hEireann agus ceartvdtdla uilioch do dhaoine
fdsta. T4 na prionsabail a leagadh amach i Rditeas
Tosaigh an Ghrupa baili agus dbhartha go foill.
Leis an gedipéis seo déantar cur chuige foriomldn
an Ghrupa a athdhearbht agus muid ag féachaint
chun cinn i dtreo an dara leath de Dheich mBliana na
gCuimhneachdn.

Airftear ar na dearbhphrionsabail sin:

Is é an aidhm a ba cheart a bheith leis an gcoméradh
nd comhbhd a leathnd gan iarraidh ar aon duine
adhilseacht né a dilseacht a thréigean, agus
aitheantas a thabhairt ach go hdirithe don luach
abhaineann le barrshamhlacha agus le hiobairt,
lena n-diritear an costas a bhaineann leo.

Le linn an méid atd figtha de na deich mbliana,

td sé tdbhachtach nach ndéanfar dearmad de
dhoirteadh fola agus naimhdeas mér na mblianta
sin. Cé nach maireann mérdn finnéithe sa ld atd
inniu ann, td an chuimhne beo briomhar go féill

i measc phobail agus teaghlaigh faoi leith, agus
d’fhéadfadh go muscléidh na comdrthai cuimhni
de chaillteanas né de dhishealbhd iontu.

Is cdir duinn a choinnedil i gcuimhne freisin

go bhfuil stair i gcoiteann againn ar an oiledn

seo ach nach bhfuil an chuimhne chéanna

againn go léir ar na hocdidi munlaithe sin.

IT IS NOT the function of this Group, as shown
since its inception, to be prescriptive or directive
in how to interpret the impact of this pivotal

part of our history. It is our intention to set out
some guiding principles to be referenced when
navigating this important and formative historical
period on the road to the foundation of the State
and in its taking its place among the nations.

The decade of commemorations recalls some
of the most significant events in the history of
modern Ireland and the modern world: a decade
of unprecedented violence, death, destruction
and forced resettlement, but also the exercise of
national self-determination resulting in major
changes in government and political boundaries,
the development of a modern Irish democracy and
universal adult suffrage. The principles expressed
in the Group’s Initial Statement are still valid and
relevant. This document re-affirms the Group’s
overall approach as we look forward to the second
half of the Decade of Centenaries.

These tenets include:

The aim of commemoration should be to broaden
sympathies without having to abandon loyalties
and, in particular, to recognise the value of

ideals and sacrifices, including their cost.
Throughout the remainder of the decade, it is
important not to forget the bloodshed and the

deep antagonisms of these years. While few
eyewitnesses survive, the memories remain

vivid in some communities and families

and commemorations may revive painful

memories of loss or dispossession.

We should also be conscious that on this

island we have a common history but not a

common memory of these shaping events.
Commemoration should not ignore differences and
divisions. The goal of inclusiveness is best achieved,
not by trying for an enforced common interest or
universal participation, but by encouraging multiple



Nior cheart nach dtabharfai aird le linn
chomorthai ar dhifriochtai agus ar scoilteanna.

Is é an bealach is fearr chun uileghabhdlachas

a bhaint amach nd, seachas comhshuim né
rannphdirtiocht gach duine a lorg i gcoméradh
imeachtai, ilchuimhneachdin a spreagadh ina
meabhraitear ar an am atd caite agus cinnte a
dhéanamh ag an am céanna, a mhéid is féidir, nach
musclaitear sean-teannas leis an gcoméradh.

Aontaitear an gripa seo mar gur mian linn go léir
cabhrt chun cuimhneachdn ldnbhri a eagra trf
chomhairle a chur ar an Rialtas maidir le hécdid{
cuimhneachdin oifigiila. Déanann muid € seo ar
mbhaithe le seirbhis phoibli agus déanann muid

é neamhspledch ar aon tuairimi polaitidla, cldir
pholaititla né tionchar polaititil. Creideann muid
go bhfuil sé rithdbhachtach go mbeidh an Rialtas
leandnach i dtaobh a thiomantas do choméradh agus
go dtégfaidh sé ar an rath a bhi ar na himeachtafl
comortha céad bliain a tharla le linn dheich mbliana
na gcuimhneachdn go dtf seo. D’fhonn plé uile-
phdirti a éasct leis an Aire Cultuir, Oidhreachta
agus Gaeltachta ar réimsi féideartha ar a mbeidh

le breathnu agus ar mhaithe le leaninachas agus
uileghabhdlachas polaititil, tacafonn muid le
cinneadh an Aire an Gripa Comhairlidchdin
Uile-Phdirti ar Chuimhneachdin a athbhunu agus
tdimid ag suil le bheith ag obair leis an ngripa sin.

Cuirimid fdilte freisin roimh chaidreamh
dearfach le hidardis ditidla, agus tugaimid
faoi deara an rdl tdbhachtach atd acu 6 thaobh
phobail dititla a tharraingt isteach in imeachta{
comortha, go hdirithe le linn 2016.

Aithnionn an Gripa méid agus raon suntasach
an tsaineolais atd gnéthaithe le linn na tréimhse
cuimhneachdin go dti seo, rud a bheidh mar bhonn
agan nGrupa i dtaca leis an gcur chuige a bheidh
le glacadh sa chéad chéim eile de Dheich mBliana
na gCuimhneachdn. T4 ddshldin faoi leith ag
baint le coméradh na tréimhse 1917-1923, agus
td gd le léamha samhlaiocha, machnamhacha,
nudlacha agus firéanta a mheallfaidh pobal
géarchuiseach tnithdnach agus a bheidh dilis d’ord

and plural commemorations which remember the
past while ensuring, as far as possible, that the
commemoration does not re-ignite old tensions.

What unites us is a desire to make a contribution to
meaningful commemoration in the form of advice
to the Government on official commemorative
events. We do this in a spirit of public service and
independently of any political views, agendas or
influence. We do believe it is essential that the
Government should maintain continuity in its
commitment to commemoration and build on the
widely acknowledged success of the centenary
events during the decade of commemorations so
far. In order to facilitate all-party discussion with
the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
on potential areas of consideration and for the

sake of continuity and political inclusiveness, we
endorse the Minister’s decision to re-establish the
All-Party Consultation Group on Commemorations
and look forward to working with that group.

We also welcome continued positive en-
gagement with local authorities, noting their
key role in engaging local communities in com-
memorative events, particularly during 2016.

The Group recognises the considerable depth
and range of expertise gained in the commemorative
period to date, all of which will inform the Group
as to the approach to be adopted in the next stages
of the Decade of Centenaries. Commemorating
the period 1917-1923 raises particular challenges,
requiring imaginative, thoughtful, innovative and
authentic interpretations to appeal to a discerning
and expectant public and to stay true to the intricate
and controversial sequence of events of that time.
Official events must, within reason, be inclusive
and non-partisan, but the State should not be
expected to be neutral about its own existence.



casta conspoideach na n-imeachtaf ag an am.
Nimor go mbeidh 6cdidi oifigitila uileghabhdlach
agus neamhphdirtineach a mhéid is féidir, ach

nior cheart go mbeifi ag dréim leis an Stdt a bheith
neodrach maidir lena eiseadh féin. Ba cheart go
mbeidh an fécas leaninach ar choméradh tomhaiste
machnamach, agus bunaithe ar aitheantas iomldn
ar an gcastacht a bhaineann le hdcdid{ stairitla agus
an-oidhreacht; ar na léamha éagstla a bhionn ar

an stair; agus ar na féinidalachtaf agus traidisitin
iomadula atd ann mar chuid d’eispéireas staire na
hEireann. Nior cheart go ndéanfai aon iarracht
comhdhearcadh nach mbaineann leis an stair

no atd siarghabhdlach a chrutht maidir leis an
tionchar comhaimseartha agus an oidhreachta
bhaineann le himeachtai a chothaionn easaontas.

Is déigh linn gur faoi na teidil seo a leanas ach
go hdirithe a bheidh dr gcomhairle bainteach:

AN COMHTHEACS I GCOITINNE

Sna blianta beaga amach romhainn beidh
comoéradh 4 dhéanamh ar chuimhneachdin chéad
bliain roinnt de na hdcdidi is suntasai agus is
achrannaf i stair nua-aimseartha na hEireann
ach a léirfonn freisin, rud atd chomh tdbhachtach
céanna, stair an domhain nua-aimseartha. Ni mor
ddinn a bheith airdeallach go bhfuil imeachtai na
hEireann, go hdirithe na ceisteanna a bhaineann
le coinbhleacht mhileata, féinchinntiichdn

agus bun stdit, mar chuid de scéal i bhfad nios
fairsinge agus ni mor go geuirfear fcas an
chomoraidh i ldthair sa chomhthéacs sin.

EAGSULACHT

Beidh sé ina thosaiocht againn nach gcuirfear
aon léamh aonair ar an stair chun cinn.

Ni mér go n-aithneofar go hiomldn na
féinidlachtai, castachtai agus traidisidin
iomadula atd mar chuid den scéal foriomldn.

The focus on commemorations should continue to
be measured and reflective and informed by a full
acknowledgement of the complexity of historical
events and their legacy; of the multiple readings of
history; and of the multiple identities and tradi-
tions which are part of the Irish historical expe-
rience. There should be no attempt to contrive an
ahistorical or retrospective consensus about the
contemporary impact and legacy of divisive events.

We see our advice as being particularly relevant
under the following headings:

WIDER CONTEXT

The coming years see the centenaries of some

of the most significant and also divisive events

in the history of modern Ireland but equally
importantly, reflect the history of the modern
world. We should be conscious that events
inIreland, particularly the issues of military
conflict, self-determination and state-building,
form part of a much wider story and the focus of
commemoration needs to be framed in that context.

DIVERSITY

A key issue will be the avoidance of the promotion
of any single reading of history. There must be
full acknowledgement of the multiple identities,
complexities and traditions which are part of the
overall story.



BARANTULACHT, CRUINNEAS
AGUS PRAITICIULACHT

I dtaca le cuimhneachdin oifigitla atd beartaithe,
beidh sé mar chuid de shainchdram an Ghrupa
combhairle a thabhairt go mbeidh na himeachtafi
aroghnofar dilis 6 thaobh na staire de agus go
mbeidh suntas leo, agus go gcuirfear i ldthair
ar bhealach udarach iad. Déanfar tsdid dbhar
bunfhoinse a chur chun cinn. Tuigeann muid
freisin an chontdirt a bhaineann leis an iomarca
comoraidh oifigiuil, rud nach mbeadh indéanta
go praiticitil nd 6 thaobh na heacnamaiochta
de. Ni féidir gach ni a bhaineann leis na Deich
mBliana seo a chomoradh ag leibhéal an Stdit.

IMEACHAI UILE-OILEAIN

Tuigeann an Gripa an fogaireacht a bhaineann le
comoradh sa dd dhlinse ar an oiledn agus rachfar
i dteagmhdil, nuair is féidir é, le gripai cui nuair
atd comhairle 4 foirmlit aige don Rialtas maidir le
himeachtaf dbhartha. Ba chéir diinn leandint ar
aghaidh ag coméradh i gcomhphdirtiocht le forais
agus grtpaf leasa dbhartha i dTuaisceart Eireann,
ach freisin aithint agus glacadh leis gur faoi gach
dlinse atd sé cinneadh a dhéanamh pdirta ghlacadh
ingniomhartha comdrtha aonair agus gur ceist
dheonach é.

CEISTEANNA A BHAINEANN LE TEAMA

T4 an Griipa aireach faoi go bhfuil seans ann nach
dtabharfadh aon chur chuige dcdid-bhunaithe aghaidh
ar mhorcheisteanna a bhaineann le téama. Tabhar-
faidh muid comhairle maidir le téamai oiriinacha
agus moltaiinddil le bealai ina bhféadfaf cuir chucu.
Ar mérthéamai na tréimhse atd le coméradh sna
blianta amach romhainn td an claochld 6 réabhléid
fhoréigneach go daonlathas feidhmidil agus bund Stdt
na hEireann agus Thuaisceart Eireann chomh maith
leis an gCogadh Cathartha. Tabharfaidh seo deis
taighde agus peirspictiochtai nua agus leantinacha a
aibhsit agus cuirfidh sé béim ar an leathnu a rinneadh
le tamall anuas ar na creatai chun imeachtai 191y -

AUTHENTICITY, ACCURACY
AND PRACTICALITY

With regard to proposed official commemorations,
it shall be within the brief of the Group to advise

that events so selected are historically authentic

and of significance, and that they are presented and
framed in an accurate way. The use of primary source
material will be promoted. We are also conscious

of the danger of excessive official commemoration,
which would not be practically or economically
feasible. Not everything to do with this Decade can
be commemorated at State level.

ALL-ISLAND EVENTS

The Group is conscious of the sensitivity
surrounding commemoration in both jurisdictions
on the island and will where possible liaise with
appropriate groups in formulating its advice

to Government on relevant events. We should
continue to commemorate in partnership

with relevant bodies and interest groups in
Northern Ireland, but recognising and accepting
that, ultimately, the decision to participate in
individual acts of commemoration is voluntary
and a matter of judgement in each jurisdiction.

THEMATIC ISSUES

The Group is conscious that any event-based
approach may ignore major thematic issues. We will
advise on appropriate themes and suggest ways in
which they may best be approached. Major themes
of the period to be commemorated in the coming
years include the transformation of a revolution
with violence into a functioning democracy and

the foundation of the Irish State and Northern
Ireland as well as the Civil War. This will provide

an opportunity to highlight new and ongoing
research and perspectives and to emphasise the huge
broadening of the frameworks for interpreting the
events of 1917 - 1923 in recent decades, with a focus



1923 a léiriu, rud a d’fhdg fécas nach bhfuil dirithe go
hiomldn ar an stair pholaititil nios mé ach ar an stair
shéisialta, chultdrtha, aicme agus inscne freisin.

TAIGHDE AGUS SCOLAIREACHT

Mothaionn an Grupa go ldidir nach mér an
deis a thapt a mhéid is féidir chun léann a
spreagadh go hditidil agus go ndisitnta, le
béim faoi leith ar fhorbairt chartlainne agus
infheistiocht ann, rannphdirtiocht na bhforas
cultdir ndisianta, institigidi foghlama agus
an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna.

Measann an Grupa go bhfuil tacaiocht an

Rialtais tuillte ag na tionscnaimh seo a leanas:
Cinntit go leanfaidh forais chultdir na hEireann
ina bhfuil an t-dbhar is dbhartha don tréimhse
-an Chartlann Ndisiinta, an Leabharlann
Ndisiunta, an Chartlann Mhileata agus an tArd-
Mhtsaem go priomha - lena rdl larnach i dtaobh
stair na tréimhse a fhiosrd agus a mhiniy;
Scaoileadh na gcomhad uile a bhaineann le
pinsean seirbhise mileata agus atd go f6ill i
gcomhaid na Cartlainne Mileata, agus é mar
aidhm leis go mbeidh an bailidchdn uile ar f4il

ar line saor in aisce faoi mhi Eandir 2019;

Cinntid go ndéanfar pdipéir phearsanta de

chuid phriomhphearsana na tréimhse atd

4 gcoinnedil i Leabharlann Ndisiunta na
hEireann, in ollscoileanna, i stértha dititila agus
réigitinacha, agus in diteanna eile a shainaithint
de réir a chéile lena ndigitid agus lena gcur ar

fdil saor in aisce ar line. T4 dbhar bainteach 4
choinnedil i gCartlann Ndisitnta na Breataine

in Kew agus ba chéir iarracht a dhéanamh a
chinntid go geuirfear an t-dbhar sin ar féil;
Cinntiu go leanfar ar aghaidh ag coinnedil taifead
ar raon na n-imeachtai comdrtha agus na medin

a ghintear mar gheall ar dheich mbliana seo an
mhachnaimh, lena n-diritear grianghraif, scanndin,
sufomhanna gréasdin agus cartlanna digiteacha,
idteannta dbhair ghearrshaolach phdipéir, don
dream a thiocfaidh indr ndiaidh agus go gcuirfear i
gcartlann Leabharlann Ndisitinta na hEireann iad.

no longer exclusively on political history but also on
social, cultural, class and gender history.

RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP

The Group is of the strong view that the opportunity
to encourage scholarship at national and local

level must be used as fully as possible, with
particular emphasis on archival investment

and development, the involvement of national
cultural institutions, institutions of learning

and the Department of Education and Skills.

The Group considers that the initiatives detailed
below merit support by Government:

Ensuring that Irish cultural institutions that house
material most relevant to the period - principally
the National Archives, the National Library, the
Military Archives and the National Museum

- continue to play a central role in exploring

and explaining the history of this period;

The release of all remaining military service
pension files in the Military Archives’ files,

with the aim that the entire collection is

freely available online by January 2019;

Ensuring that personal papers of key figures from
the period in the National Library of Ireland,
universities, local and regional repositories

and elsewhere are progressively identified for
digitisation and made freely available online.
There are relevant materials retained in the British
National Archives in Kew and efforts should be
made to ensure that this material is made available;
Ensuring that the range of commemorative

events and media generated by this decade of
reflection, including photographs, film, websites
and digital archives, in addition to paper-based
ephemera, continue to be captured for posterity
and archived in the National Library of Ireland.

We are also conscious that we have a responsibility
towards ensuring that a younger generation of
students are familiar with the events of this decade
and that history at all levels of education needs to be
a core part of the curricula.



Td muid aireach freisin go bhfuil freagracht orainn
as cinnte a dhéanamh go mbeidh gliin g de mhic
léinn ar an eolas faoi imeachtai na ndeich mbliana
sin agus creideann muid gur gd go mbeadh an stair,

ag gach leibhéal oideachais, ag croildr na gcuraclam.

TIONSCADAIL CHAIPITIL AGUS
MEABHRUCHAIN BHUANA

As forbairt tionscadal comdrtha caipitil Dheich
mBliana na gCuimhneachdn go dti seo, d’eascair
infreastruchtir comdrtha suntasach a bhi de dhith
agus a rachaidh chun tairbhe do na saordnaigh go
léir ar feadh blianta fada amach romhainn. T4 sé
fiorthdbhachtach go leanfar ar aghaidh le cistit dd
leithéid de thionscadail ach freisin nach mbeidh
na tionscadail chaipitil teoranta do Bhaile Atha
Cliath, go hdirithe i bhfianaise a thdbhachtai is

a bhi na heispéiris réigiunacha le linn Chogadh

na Saoirse agus an Chogaidh Chathartha.

Os rud € gur scriosadh Oifig na dTaifead
Poibl{ ag tis Chogadh Cathartha na hEireann,
molaimid go ndéanfar infheistiocht chaipitil leis
an gCarltann Ndisiinta a athchdirid go hiomldn,
agus go mbreathndfar ar Stéras Comhroinnte
Ndisiunta d’fhonn cumhdach agus rochtain
bhuan a chinntit do na bailiuchdin ndisiunta.

COMHAIRLIUCHAN, IONCHUIMSITHEACHT
AGUS COMORADH AITIUIL

Tar éis na gcomhairlitichdn poibli ar éirigh go
han-mhaith leo mar chuid d’Eire 2016: Cldr Comdrtha
Céad Bliain, beidh an Grupa ag dul i gcomhairle go
forleathan le scoldiri, ollscoileanna, comhlachtai
oideachais agus culturtha, gailearaithe,
leabharlanna, cartlanna, misaeim, cumainn
stairidla dititla agus coisti. T4 muid sdsta smaointe
agus moltai a fhdil uathu sin chomh maith le daoine
aonair. Fdiltionn muid roimh thaighde bunaidh

ag leibhéal dititil agus ndisiunta, ag tabhairt
aitheantais i rith an ama do na féinitlachtai agus
traidisitin éagstla atd mar chuid de stair oiledn na
hEireann agus Eireannaigh ar fud an domhain.
Aithnionn muid an tdbhacht mhoér a bhain go dti

CAPITAL PROJECTS AND PERMANENT
REMINDERS

The development of the Decade of Centenaries
commemorative capital projects to date has led
to welcome and significant commemorative
infrastructure, which will benefit all citizens for
decades to come. It is essential that funding of
such projects continues but also that the capital
projects are not confined to Dublin, especially
given the importance of the regional experiences
during the War of Independence and Civil War.
Given that the start of the Irish Civil War
brought the destruction of the Public Records
Office, we recommend capital investment to fully
refurbish the National Archives, and consideration
for a National Shared Store to ensure permanent
safekeeping and access for the national collections.

CONSULTATION, INCLUSIVENESS
AND LOCAL COMMEMORATION

Following from the very successful public
consultations that took place as part of the Ireland
2016 Centenary Programme, the Group will consult
widely with scholars, universities, educational

and cultural bodies, galleries, libraries, archives,
museums, local historical associations and
committees. We are happy to receive suggestions
and ideas from these as well as from individuals. We
welcome original research at local and national level,
atall times acknowledging the multiple identities
and traditions which are part of the historic story of
the island of Ireland and Irish people worldwide.
We acknowledge the critical importance of local
authorities in the commemorations to date and



seo le hudardis dititla sna cuimhneachdin agus
an gd atd ann go leanfaidh siad lena gcuid oibre
agus go dtacéfar leo ina rél. Ba chdir don Stdt
leanudint ar aghaidh ag tact le bearta comdrtha
ditiula agus contae d’fhonn tuiscint stairiuil
ar shuntas na n-imeachtai atd 4 gcomoéradh a
leathnu agus a neartt i measc an phobail mhdir,
lena n-diritear, mar shampla, tri thaispedntais
chuimsitheacha a spreagadh. Ba cheart go
leanfadh obair na n-tidards dititil na prionsabail
atd leagtha amach sa rditeas seo freisin.
Aithnimid freisin an luach rithdbhachtach
a bhaineann le tionscnaiocht dititil agus chomh
tdbhachtach is atd sé go dtacofar leis tri chomhoibrit
leantnach idir instititid{ agus forais chultdir,
ar bhonn ndisiinta agus ditiuil, lena n-diritear
tri chomhthaispedntais, acmhainni dirithe a
chomhroinnt, léachtai 6 aionna, agus iasachtafi
sealadacha. Léireodh sé sin go follasach tacaiocht an
Stdit do bhearta comortha ditiila agus contae agus
thacddh sé leis an obair shdrmhaith a dhéanann
udardis dtitla agus iad ag forbairt cuimhneachdin
chuimistheacha bunaithe ar shaordnaigh.
B’'fhéidir gurb € an bealach is fearr leis an
tuiscint sin ar chomhthéacs a bhaint amach n4 tr{
staidéar agus plé ar an bhfianaise stairidil ar stair
shaisialta, chultartha, pholaitidil agus mhileata
mhuintir na hEireann - i measc a dteaghlaigh,
a bpobail agus réimsi gaolmhara - le linn na
ndeich mbliana cinnitinacha sin. Spreagfadh sé
sin daoine, scoileanna, cumainn thiomnaithe
agus eagraiochtaf le fiosrd a dhéanamh ar an
bhfianaise stairitil ar an méid a bhi ag tarld
ina dteaghlaigh, pobail agus ceantair dititla
féin le linn na tréimhse 1917 - 1923. Mar sin, ba
ionann teagmhdil ghniomhach fhorleathan
leis an bpobal sa dara céim seo den chomdradh
agus, mar a bhi go dtf seo, eispéireas phobail in
Eirinn le linn na mblianta 1917- 1923 a phlé.

the need for them to continue their work and to be
supported in their role. The State should continue
to support local and county commemorative
exercises to widen and deepen a historical
understanding of the significance of the events
being commemorated among the public at large,
including, for example, by encouraging rounded
exhibitions. The work of local authorities should
also follow the principles as set out in this statement.

We also recognise the essential value of
local initiative and the importance of supporting
it by continued collaboration between cultural
institutions and bodies, nationally and locally,
including through joint exhibitions, the sharing of
certain resources, guest lectures, and temporary
loans. This would tangibly demonstrate the State’s
support for local and county commemorative
exercises and would underpin the excellent
work undertaken by local authorities developing
inclusive, citizen-focused commemorations.

This sense of context may best be achieved
by encouraging the study and exploration of
the historical evidence for the social, cultural,
political and military history of Irish people - in
their families, communities and associational
worlds — during the decisive decade. In effect, this
would encourage individuals, schools, dedicated
societies and organisations to investigate the
historical evidence for what was actually happening
in their own families, communities and localities
during the period 1917- 1923. Thus, the leitmotiv of
widespread public engagement in this second phase
of commemoration would be, as has been the case to
date, exploring the lived experience of communities
in Ireland during the revolutionary years 1917 — 1923.
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