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SYMPOSIUM ON MOORE STREET 

An agreed vision for street and neighbourhood 



Designing with Communities 

 Engaged research 

 DIT Learning with Communities 

 Case Studies 

 Play & the Public realm Strategy for Carlow Town 

 Cooperative Housing Systems 

 WhiteFriars Priory with DCC 



What is engaged 
research? 

 Engaged research describes a wide range of 

rigorous research approaches and 

methodologies that share a common interest 

in collaborative engagement with the 

community and aim to improve, understand 

or investigate an issue of public interest or 

concern, including societal challenges. 

Engaged research is advanced with 

community partners rather than for them. 
Engaged Research Addressing Grand Societal Challenges Together  

IMA IRC Campus Engage 



Impacts 
Presenting a single all-inclusive and 
transdisciplinary framework for engaged research 
and design.  

Questions 

 Who is the community? 

 How do they participate in the process? 

 What are the outputs of the research? 

 What are the short-term outcomes and 
the longer-term impacts of the research? 

Challenges 

 Meeting expectations 

 Building infrastructure 

 Implementing policies 

 Streamlining funding 

 Leadership for innovation 
Engaged Research Addressing Grand Societal Challenges Together  IMA IRC Campus Engage 

 



DIT ACCESS & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 



Engaged Research 
and Design 
Framework 

‘Engaged research describes a 
wide range of rigorous research 
approaches and methodologies 
that share a common interest in 
collaborative engagement with 
the community and aim to 
improve, understand or 
investigate an issue of public 
interest or concern.  While every 
research project is unique, the 
Engaged Research Framework 
encourages researchers to 
consider opportunities for 
engagement that exist at each 
stage of the research project.’ Engaged Research Addressing Grand Societal Challenges Together  IMA IRC Campus Engage 

 



PLAY & PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY for CARLOW TOWN 







PLAY & PUBLIC 
REALM 



COOPERATIVE HOUSING SYSTEMS 









WHITEFRIARS 
PRIORY 

Collaborative Design Project 
Students work in small groups to develop complex 
design proposals in response to briefs provided by 
community partners. The groups engage with a 
consulting architect who develops the strategy & steers 
the design development of the project.  

 

In 2014 the students were given the opportunity to work 
with Dublin City Council and the community groups 
associated with Whitefriars Priory on Aungier Street to 
develop proposals for the refurbishment and upgrade of 
the existing buildings and also develop design concepts 
for new community facilities on the site.  
 
 

Working Together 
The priests from Whitefriars Priory and other groups using 
Carmelite Community Centre met with the students 
regularly and discussed their needs and aspirations for 
the buildings on the site.  

 

Throughout the design process, good communication 
between the student groups and the community 
partners allowed proposals to develop which responded 
to real needs articulated by the users of the existing 
buildings.   

 
 

 
 

 
The project was led by Dublin School of Architecture staff Emma Geoghegan, Tim O’Leary, 
Dave Wright with support from Dublin City Council and the following consulting architectural 
practices: Studio Red, Carson & Crushell, Tun Architecture, Robert Bourke Architects.  



Design Proposals  
The project ran for a semester 
and culminated in a 
presentation back to all the 
groups involved and 
representatives from Dublin City 
Council. The proposals varied 
from ideas on how to upgrade 
the existing Priory Building and 
Community Centre to make it 
more energy efficient and 
accessible to suggestions for 
new buildings providing creche 
and afterschool facilities on the 
site.  

 
The community partners 
benefited from the creation of 
detailed drawings and models 
of their buildings and site along 
with proposals for future 
projects. The student groups 
were given the opportunity to 
explore their ideas on a real site 
with a real client.  
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