Licences for garlic and certain other agricultural products imported from Third (non-European Union) Countries. 
A licence which has been issued by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) must be presented at Customs where any release for free circulation occurs of any of the products listed in Appendix 1, including fresh garlic (CN code 0703 20 00). 
There are two classes of import licences, covering:

· Imports carried out under quota arrangements (‘A’ licences), and,
· All other imports (‘B’ licences).

Imports under Quota arrangements using an ‘A’ licence

There are tariff quotas for fresh garlic (CN code 0703 20 00) that is imported into the EU from Third Countries.  Imports made under quota arrangements are subject to a reduced customs duty rate of 9.6%; the specific duty of €1,200 per tonne is not applied.  
The annual import tariff quota period runs from 1 June to the following 31 May.  The quantities available under the quotas in each sub-period and the relevant application periods are outlined in Table 1.  
‘A’ licences are only valid for the import tariff quota sub-period for which they are issued.
To apply for an ‘A’ licence, you must be either a ‘traditional importer’ or a ‘new importer’ as defined in Commission Regulation (EC) No. 341/2007, as amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No. 972/2008 & Commission Regulation (EU) No. 328/2010. 

‘Traditional importers’ mean importers who can prove that they have: 

(a) obtained and used ‘A’ licences in each of the previous three completed import tariff quota periods; and, 

(b) imported into the EU at least 50 tonnes of any of the fruits and vegetables that are listed in Appendix 2 or, exported to Third Countries at least 50 tonnes of garlic in the last completed garlic import tariff quota period preceding the submission of their ‘A’ licence application.  
A ‘reference quantity’ will be established by DAFM for traditional importers, based on the average quantity of garlic that they imported during the three calendar years preceding the relevant import tariff quota period.  Traditional importers cannot apply for more than their authorised reference quantity over the course of any import tariff quota period. This reference quantity will be recalculated by DAFM at the start of each new import tariff quota period.  
‘New importers’ are operators other than traditional importers, who have imported into the EU at least 50 tonnes of any of the fruits and vegetables that are listed in Appendix 2 or, have exported at least 50 tonnes of garlic to Third Countries in each of the previous two completed import tariff quota periods, or in each of the previous two calendar years preceding the submission of their ‘A’ licence application.
A new importer can apply for a maximum of 10% of the total quantity for a particular origin in any import tariff quota sub-period (refer Table 1). 

Customs documents, duly endorsed at the point of importation, must be submitted as proof of Third Country trade by traditional or new importers at the time of making their first application for an ‘A’ licence for a given import tariff quota period. 

Customs Agents or representatives cannot apply for ‘A’ licences.
Imports under non-Quota arrangements using a ‘B’ licence
Import licences, (other than 'A' licences), for any of the products that are listed in Appendix 1 (including fresh garlic), are referred to as 'B' licences.  Full customs duty i.e. ad valorem duty and specific duty, is payable on all such imports. 
Applications for 'B' licences may be submitted for any of the listed products, at any time and for any quantity required.     

The validity period of a 'B' licence is three months from its date of issue. 

General provisions

Applicants for ‘A’ or ‘B’ licences must provide details of their registration to pay Value Added Tax (VAT) in Ireland and must also be registered on DAFM’s Corporate Customer System (CCS).

Rights arising under ‘A’ and ‘B’ licences are not transferable.

Applications for licences (‘A’ & ‘B’) must be made on the AGRIM application form, which is attached as Appendix 3 to this notice.  Please note the following when completing this form:
· The country of origin of the garlic must be entered in Box 8 and the word ‘Yes’ should be marked with a cross.  The import licence will only be valid for imports from that country;

· Applicants for ‘A’ licences must quote the relevant Order Number along with either ‘Traditional Importer’ or ‘New Importer’ in Box 20;

· Security at the rate of €60 per tonne net must be lodged with DAFM for every licence application (‘A’ or ‘B’).  This security will be fully refunded where all of the issue conditions of the licence are met.  DAFM may waive the requirement to lodge any security amount up to €500, subject to a prior written undertaking from the licence applicant to pay, on demand, any invoices issued by this Department for any breach of the issue conditions of a licence.  DAFM reserves the right to withdraw this waiver facility where there is abuse of the garlic import licencing system.
· Cheques are payable to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Security can alternatively be lodged by electronic funds transfer (EFT) and importers who wish to use this facility should follow the EFT payment procedure at Appendix 4. The Department will also accept payments by Credit/Debit card (Visa, Mastercard, Laser).

Completed applications and all other required supporting documentation (to verify the status of traditional or new importers) should be sent by post, fax or email to:

Import and Export Licensing

Agriculture Structures and Market Supports Division

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Johnstown Castle Estate

Wexford

Certificates of origin

Garlic originating in Iran, Lebanon, Malaysia, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates or Vietnam may only be released for free circulation in the EU if the following conditions are met: 

· A certificate of origin, that has been issued by the competent national authorities of that country is presented at the point of importation, together with,

· Evidence that shows that the product was transported direct to the EU from that Third Country. 
Legislation

This notice is based on Regulation (EC) No. 341/2007, as amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No. 972/2008 and Commission Regulation (EC) No. 328/2010, opening and providing for the administration of tariff quotas and introducing a system of import licences and certificates for garlic and certain other agricultural products imported from Third Countries. Regulation (EC) No. 376/2008, as amended by Regulation (EC) No. 514/2008 and Regulation (EC) No. 1301/2006 shall also apply, except as otherwise provided for in Regulation (EC) No. 341/2007 (as amended).  

Copies of all EU legislation can be downloaded from the European Commission Website at http://eur-lex.europa.eu/en/index.htm
Applications and Enquiries 

Please contact the Import and Export Licensing team with any enquiry about this Notice.

Import and Export Licensing

Agriculture Structures and Market Supports Division

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Johnstown Castle Estate

Wexford

Email:    licences@agriculture.gov.ie
Fax:        + 353 (0)53 91 63447

Contact:  Seamus O’Sullivan   + 353 (0)53 91 63448

                Ann Cunningham     + 353 (0)53 91 63457

Table 1

TARIFF QUOTAS FOR IMPORTS OF GARLIC FALLING WITHIN CN CODE 0703 20 00.
	Origin
	Order number
	Quota (tonnes)

	
	
	1st sub-period (1 June to 31 August)
	2nd sub-period (1 September to 30 November)
	3rd sub-period (1 December to 28/29 February)
	4th sub-period (1 March to 31 May)

	Argentina

Traditional importers

New importers
	09.4104

09.4099
	Nil

Nil


	Nil

Nil


	9,590

4,110
	3,813

1,634

	Total:


	
	Nil
	Nil
	13,700
	5,447

	China

Traditional importers

New importers 


	09.4105

09.4100


	6,108

2,617
	6,108

2,617
	5,688

2,437
	5,688

2,437

	Total:
	
	8,725
	8,725
	8,125
	8,125

	Other Third Countries

Traditional importers 

New importers


	09.4106

09.4102


	  941

   403
	1,960

   840
	  929

   398
	  386

   166

	Total:


	
	1,344
	2,800
	1,327
	   552

	Application Periods


	1-7 April
	1-7 July
	1-7 October
	1-7 January


